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Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J, Russell.—(Received January 19) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lond, Constantinople, January 8, 1861 

1 HAVE received different communications from Lord Dufferin nnd other 
persons from Syria, and, ax far as 1 can ee, the view I took from the commence. 
ment scems to prove tolerably correct. 

As to the Mountain, the Maronites evidently prepared and provoked the 
quarrel ; the Droses engaged in this quarrel with a ferocity but too consistent 
with their character and habits. French troops were sent to repress and punish 
the cruclties they committed ; and the French are traditionally the protectors of 
the Maroni Without blaming the French Government or the French 
functionaries, military and civil, the natural tendency of the state of things was 
the triumph of the Maronites, the persecation of this Druses, and this persecution 
seems by the last accounts to have reached its height. 

Every ono of the Druse Chiefs who delivered himself up to the ‘Turkish 
sothorities has heen condemned to deuth, though not a single Turkish offal 
subjected to this sentence ; fines which bear on their fhce the chamicter of the 
most merciless extortion were proposed by the Fronch authorities and consented 
to by the Turkish Commissioner, and would bave been inflicted but for the 
spirit and senso of justion of Her Majesty's Commissioner, 

Nor is this all; the Maronite people, under the auspices of their Bishops, 
have demanded in cold blood the lives of 4,000 of their hereditary foes, and. if 
this horrid butchery is not actually perpetrated, it is so in the hearts «if those 
who imagined it, 

The Druses were formerly considered under British protection, as the 
Maronites were under French. It would have been disgencefill to England to 
have made this protection a shield azninst the consequences of murder and rupine, 
bat I think it would also be an humnilitation to England if she s0 far abandoned 
such protection ws not to interpose it against the extremes of cruelty and 
injustice 

This language Ihave held from the, first, and I am glad to see that Lord 
Dufferin is ncting in conformity with it 

‘The readiness with which Fuad Pasha seemed willing to sign any sentence 
not against one of his race is yet the predominant characteritic of all races in 
the East ; but in @ person filling his high and responsible position, appears to me 
the more to be regretted, since it affects the personal character which is n part 
of his force. 

From what I learn at the same time, the difficulty which Talso foresaw as to 
the general arrangements for Syria has arisen, 

{161} B 





Fuad Pasha, whatever his powers, dare not make of agree to any proposals 
of a general nature without the sanction of the Sultan. Under all circumstances, 
this would have been the case, but under the peculiar circumstances in which the 
‘Turkish Commissioner stands, it is especially £0. 

"The creation of a great and semi-independent province, over which should 
be placed a Turk of high standing and tried ability, 1s in fact, looking at th 

in Syria, creating an’ exceptional Government for 


Murmurs on this subject have already arisen, and I have little doubt that 
hints privately or publicly (one of his relations lately left Constantinople for 
Beyrout) have been given him on the subject 

It was in anticipation of this state of things, indced, that I mentioned the 
advisability of getting the Porte itself to have some clear idens as to what it 
would, and would not, do in Syria, without which I felt certain the negotiations 
in Syria on this subject would have no end. 

‘My object wns not in any wise to restrict or interfere with the powers 
of the Commissioners, but to remove the impediments which would otherwise 
paralyze their counsels and delay their action. 

Find ‘has, in fact, written’ to the Porte in this scose, Ho bas sad, ‘1 
cannot discuss any project for the Government of Syria until I know from ¢ 
Porte what basis of discussion it will admit of.” T understand that the Porte is 
now occupied in giving Fuad his answer, bat Ihave not wished to interfere in 
the matter, because, in all such cases, I think too many people should not be 
acting at the same time 

‘The Porte’s reply will go to Fuad ; he will, in reference to it, discuss Lord 
Dufferin’s project ; and it will only, I presume, be at a further stage of this 
Dusiness that { shall be instructed to press some conclusion of it. 

T have ascertained however, generally, Auli Payha’s ideas. He, in the first 
place, desires in theory the right of the Commimion to discuss tho general 
Affairs of Syria, a tusk which, he says, was not assigned to it in the Convent 
Practically, howover, he admits the advisability of consulting with the Con 
tioners, as men of talent and experience, representing their several Governments 
con the spot : and I think he is prepared to devise a general plan for governing 
the province, the situation of which has necessarily attracted 40 much attention, 
con liberal and rational principles, 

He takes as tho first of these, the necessity of maintaining and providing 
for a suficient military force to repress disorder. 

‘The army will bo fixed at 25,000 men, to be recruited in the districts of 
Sidon, Adana, Aleppo, and Damascus; and the revenue of these inces, 
with the exception of that portion of the Customs already alienated, will be 
‘assigned to this object. 

‘To this regular army will be added an irregular but organized Cavalry, and 
In the town a potie fore, ito which ‘Christians are to be edited, wil be 
formed. 

Moreover, tho Government of Syria ix so far to be considered m whole, that 
the different classes or mees in the different districts belonging to it, will send 
Members to n General Provincial Council to ait once a year 

T think that he objects to the appointment of a Governor-General; but « 
high Comnissioner will be sont every year to preside over the General Council, 
tnd inspeet the whole condition of the province. 

Ifa military commander.in-chief is vent, and some person of adequate 
station and. ability can be found, his authority will possibly be general, but 
merely as to military matters, I should imagine, Sore such officer, where there 
iso age a fore, wil be reir, Fuad Pasha wil say il the new nyatem i 
in force. 

T only know this plan so indistinctly, and what I have been told about it 
Thave been told so confidentially, that whilat, on the ove hand, I pass no decided 
opinion upon it, so [ beg your Lordship, on the other, nut to communicate it to 
any foreign Cabinet until Thave further information. 

For my: ry ‘the task of considering this subject having in the first 
instance been to others, Ido not like to examine or critiowe in detail 
any of the projects proposed, 

No project nn be perfect, and it ix easier to point out blots than suggest 


improvements; but there is one gencral idea which 1 entertain strongly, and 
which I think it right to bring strongly before your Lordship. 

If in reforming Syria it is to be separated nominally or virtually from the 
Porte, the system of separation will become the system of future reforms, and 
the division of the Empire is begun. 

If'it is not the intention of Her Majesty's Government to continue in this 
course, great reserve must be practised in commencing it, Presuming that Her 
Majesty's Government is disposed to exercise this reserve, 1 would take this as 
my rule: 

Introduce any reforms into Syrin which.can be considered as generally 
applicable to, and which may become a model for, reforms throughout the 
Empire. Adopt no plan of reform in Syria which is so exceptional us to be fit 
for Syria alone. If the idea is once sanctioned that the Powors have taken Syria 
‘oat of the general condition of the Empire, because the general condition of the 
Empire is so bad that they despair of amending it, the defence of the general 
Empire becomes next to linpossibl 

Reform must begin somewhere: let it begin in Syria, but let it be the 
reform of a province in the Empire which may be adapted to the other provinces, 
In this manner we not only reform Syria; we, in fact, establish a cenoral reform 
‘oa general principles, and this in a practical manner. 

‘Tho opportunity is an excellent one, and may haye the 
one direction or the other, subverting or invigorating the Sultan 

‘As compared with this general idea, all minor details are, ia my opinion, of 
small importance; and I insist on thia general idea with more pertinacity, 
because men are too. apt to be hiassod by the desire to do something at a 

icular time for a particular spot (a sentiment especially prevalent in those 
nent to a spot), withoat sulficiontly weighing the more extensive consequences 
stich mag follow ehowbere what they are sbout to do in the eapeclal locality 
that momentarily interests them. 

Thave only to add, that whatever is finally determined upon, the idens of 
Lord Dufferin are always valuable ; and 1 have not ceased to admire the honoxt 
straightforwardness of charncter which his Lordship has exhibited, as well as the 


ability of which he has given equal proofs, 
T have, to, 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


No, 2. 
jer to Lord J. Rusnell —(Reerived March 23.) 


Bt, Petersturgh, March 13, 1861. 


conversation with Prince Gortchakoff yesterday, his Excellency touched 
‘upon the question of the French occupation inSyrin, He disclaimed boing an exelu- 
sive partisan of France ; in that respect he had been exposed to erroneous imputa~ 
tions, He often differed with France, and even on this very matter, the settle 
ment of the Lebanon, he found himsalf nearer the views of the English than 
those of the French Commissioner. In reference to the military occupation of 
‘Syria by the French forces, he, however, entertained no jealousy, France was 
the delogate of Europe. Other Powers might have takoo an active part, and 
sent their troops. ‘They had preferred not to do so. ‘The honour of Europe 
‘was involved in the pacification of Syria, and. the reorganization of its Govern- 
went. His accounts led him to believe that the country was not definitively 
tranquillized. He could not mpprove of a premature removal of European 
control, oF contemplate with indifference the renewal of the Inte excesses 
‘On my asking Prince Gortehakoff distinctly what term he placed to the 
French occupation, he replied that they ought to remain until the country was 
completely pacified, until the foreign Comminsioners had framed their schome of 
fature government for the Lebanon, and until that scheme bad been accepted 
by the Porte, and was actually in the first stage of execution, He did not care 
to fix any positive date. ‘The Ist of July had boen spoken of. He trusted the 
objects alluded to: above might be attained by that day, bot he would insist on 
no day. The duration of the French occupation should be measured by its 
uucceaaty, by ite results 
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I remarked to the Prince that, acting on this principle, he made the French 
the judges of the duration of their stay, for they might prolong discussion and 
defer resolution us much as they pleased. I rezretted that his Excellency. had 
adopted this view, for J believed it would not be accepted by your Lordship or 
by publie feeling in England. 1 also contested the necessity of a prolongation, 
basing myself on the opinion of Lord Dufferin, conveyed to Her Majesty 
Government, and on the general retlection thit the disorders in 
neither caused by the tyranny of the Porte or its wewkness, but originated ia 
local anitosities, and were continued by the wilful und culpable inaction of the 
Turkish Commanders, who, if they had pleased, might have initigated the contest 
in the Lebanon, and prevented the outbreak at Damascus altozether. The'Turks 
Were strong enough to keep order if they pleased, and it was now their obvious 
policy to do so, 

The Prince expressed his personal sympathies for Lord Dufferin, and his 
‘dntiration for his Lordship's conduct in Syria, bat contended that Lord Dufferin 
‘might bo mistaken, and that his single opinion could not outweigh the opinions 
of ‘ull the other Commissioners, who considered that foreign intervention could 
Hot yet be dispensed with. He also remarked that the French had no desire to 
remain looger than was necessary : of that [might be perfectly persuaded. M. de 
Montebello had even hinted to bias the inclination of his Government to retire, 
but he would not take the hint. ‘The Frenohy desired to draw in all theie seat, 
tered troops ftom China, Cochin China, and Syria, perhape with a view to other 
objects, 

Respecting the eventual government of the Mountain, Pritice Gortehakotf 
Stated thut he entertained no very defined opinion. So many local interests und 
Aotails were involved that he left the question to be debated ‘sid settled by the 
Commissioners. The taxt project, involving u single Christian Governor for the 
Whole Mountain, waned by the Porte and unconnected with the place; with « 
Mixed Council ond communal institutions conformable to the religion of the 
several separate districts and villages, seemed to him to be, ofn cursory view, a 
reasonable ane. 

‘The Prinee then procured M. Novikoft"s lest reports, under date of the 
LOth February, os forwanting the draft of w plan of government designed by 
the Commissioners, und accompanied by their several reservations, 

In M, Novikoft's reports I remarked x greater inclination to the views of his 
English colleague than for those of France. He emphatically declines, the 
‘suggestion of @ Christian Governor selected from the House of Shehab as 
incompatible with an impartial government, with the interests of the Greck 
inhabitants, and with the abrogation of feudal privileges. 

On the question of French occupation gonerally, the Prince spoke almost 
pith cnthusinsm. He seemed to be more a partizan of that occupation than the 
French themselves 


J have, &o, 
(Signed) NAPIER. 


ee 


No, 3. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulier-—(Received at the Foreign Office, Moreh 28.1 


(No. 186.) 
Sir, Beyrout, March 14, 1861. 
AT the conclusion of last ‘Thursday's Conference, his Excellency Fuad 
Pasha announced to us his intention of paying a visit to Damascus, and e 
the propriety of the Commissioners occupying the interval of his absence in 
drawing June projet for the re-organization of the Lebanon which he might 
discuss with us alter hia return, 
ingly, on Saturday the 9th instant 
of determining in what éclard 
wo should plan commenced, founded 
re Mountain : but this 
and Prussian colleagues, 
ng on the supposition 
m in the hands of 9 





single individual. Under these cireurustances it would have been possible to 
have assimilated the Mountain to any other Pashalic of the province bat 
now that this principle has been declared inadmissible at Constantinople, it 
necessarily follows that the arrangements for the Lebanon must be formed on 
quite a different basis. With a Viceroy at Damascus or Bevrout, the Christian 
Pasha of the Mountain would be a subordinate officer, and duly subservient to 
superior authority. But how could any one wielding such extensive jurisdiction 
be mnde dependent on a Vali of Saida? It is evident that we must return to 
the old subdivisions, and to. the syntom less, indeed, we are 
prepared to place the whole of the Lebanon under direst Turkish ru 
‘These arguments were met by a suggestion of the French Commissioner 
that we should each compose a separate Report, us every one seemed. to hold 
different opinions : but { ventured to remark in reply that, whatevor diflorences 
ight exit regarding detail, there were. a reality, But two opinions in presence 
‘on the main question—the one advocated by himsolf, and. the ong which had 
been unanimously adopted by the other members of the Commission, Under 
these circumstances, it seenved a pity to abandon the identic action which wo had 
hitherto so happily maintained. This appeal raulted in M. Bec proposing 
that we should meet aguin on the following Monday for the purpose of r-discux- 
sing the subject 
wo 'As soon a we waeo reamecblads toon net oa the rose 
ings by stating that it seemed to me impomible to deal with the Lebanon in 
more than one of five ways : 
sts To plaon Uda a Wlede Tarkio Pasa, 
2 To place it undor a single Christian Pasha 
3. To separite Druses from Christians, and divide the Mountain into three 
Kaimakamsbips, Maronite, Greek, and Druse ; 
4. To allow the Druse and Christian population to remain mixed, but to 
ce the Mixed districts under direet Turkish rule, with separate Grock and 
Maronite Kaimakamships : or, 
5. To divide the Lebanon into us imany circumscriptions as there wer 
thoological centres, and. to place the administration of 
representative of the majority, or, in other words, to for 
ae lOl thee kta oaailanioes eae only the secoid tht I should decline 
to discuss, All the others were deserving of exauination, and T should bo 
happy to consult the Wishes of the majority of amy colleagues in making a 
Se Upon the Raber Gobel shatfel al Nos wen by far tho 
best plan, though, in bis opinion, either of thetwo last was admissible. " Should 
however, plan No. 4 ever come to be debated he would propose that the Mixed 
districts should bo put under a Christian (not a native of the country) instead af 
wander a Mahotsetan. ‘To this I replied that if much a principle were adopted, 
should prefer applying it to the whole Labanon,an observation which M. Béelard 


pplauded. 
be bo cs of Prussia and Austria having also declared themselves 
favour of plan No, 3, an opinion in which 1 eoincided, the French Commis. 
sioner informed us that, although he should feel it necessary to. signify, in 
special reserve, bis preference for the principle of unity in the govarament of 
the Lebanoo, he was prepared, nevertheless, not only to dixewss plan No. 3, but 
to sign the Report which recommended it 
Accordingly our last meetings have been devoted to the preparation of a 
number of initialled articles, dawn up in accordance with the above resolution, 
T have the honour to traowtit, or your Exedlleney's information, copies of 
the first thirty-four Articles that have been ax yet agreed to, Anothor sitting 
will probably enable us to complete the number, We shall then invite Fuad 
Pasha to discuss them with us, and it is to be hoped that our Report will be 
speedily transmitted. . 
was alta 60 $0 many previous occasions troubled. your Excellency 
with observations on the re-organisation of the Lebanon, I do not think it noces: 
sary I should now enlarge on the respective characteristics of the five combinn: 
tions 1 have alluded to. 
Plan No. 1 I may dismiss at once without comyacat 


Plan No. 2 hns been declared inadmaisable by four out of che fro members 
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of the European Commission, and would be considered equally objectionable by 
the Turkish Government. 

We now come to the plan (No. 3) adopted by the Commissioners. Though 
Lam induced to oral dar tie plan as post nr on the whole the best solution of 
the difficult question with which we are dealing, its execution is surrounded with 
many difficulties. In the first place it implies the transplantation of considerable 
‘masses of the population, the exchange of a lange amount of property, and 
various operations of u very delicate and complicated, character, unavoidably 
extending over many months and precluding ® ‘too nice attention being paid to 
individual interest. 

ns of the conventual establishments it would be necessary to 
also give consideruble trouble. 

‘On the other hand, if ever such a separation is to be effected, and it has 
‘Always been considered a desiderntum, now is the time to insist upon its taking 
pincé, After the shock of recent events the tenacity with which the inhabitants 
ling to the soil where they were bred haa been much relaxed. A great portion 
of the Christian population had already at onc moment quitted their villages 
‘The Druses, T have reason to believe, would consent to move, and there is no 
doubt, if all the Powersfof Europe cordially combined to stimulate the operation, 
it could not be done with mutual advantage, as far as the futuro peace of the 
Mountain is concerned. 

‘The Orthodox Greeks might even be left where they are; ® very good 
understanding has always existed between them and the Druses, and they would, 
perhaps, prefer a Druve to a Maronite Kaimakam. Under these circum. 
stances the affair would be limited to the removal of 3,000 or 4,000 Maronite 
and Greck Catholic families out of the Druse territory. and the transmigration 
of x corresponding number of Druses now resident in the Metn and’ other 
Christian districts, 

A very fow words will dispove of Plan No. 4, which places the Mixed 
districts under direct Turkish rule. Its adoption would certainly tend to main- 
tain 0 state of greater tranquillity in the country than has hitherto prevailed, and 
had a rexponsible Government been established at Damascus | should not have 
hhoen averse to it. Nevertheless, I confess that the unscrupulous proceedings of 
the Turkish Tribunals where the Druse Chiefs have been concerned, the avidity 
with which Fuad Pacha seized their property, before even their trial had 
eotnmenced, ax well as his apparent deviro to take this opportunity of impoverish- 
ing or destroying the Druse aristocracy, have led me to doubt the expediency of 
handing over so promising and independent a mice of men to rulers who are 
probably only one degree les jealous of them than they are of their Christian 
neighbours. 

Considerations of this kind would have been of less importance had an 
intelligent Goveroor-General been established at Daroascas, but from the ustial ran 
of Turkish Pastas it would be uscless to expect either the enlightenment of the 
magnunimity necesary to render such an arrangement desirable for the Druses 

It only remains to examine the fifth and last combination, namely, the 
division of the Lebanon into five or six eireumseriptions, according to the ethno- 
logical proponderance of this or that race in a given area, and the institation of a 
corresponding number of Kaimakams chosen out of the respective majorities, 
‘This plan may be considered as modification of plan No. 3, and, if adopted, 
would not necessarily exclude the principle of disintegration, which might stil 
bo applied to a certain extent, though on a less extensive scale than bs 
in the xcheme on which the Commission it at present enguged.. Ia either case, 
us your Excellency will perceive by Article No. 15, a representative Medjlis will 
sitat Beyrout under the auspices of the Pasha of Saida, and 4 trust that a clause 
will also” be introduced authorising the *stablishment of one or more ‘Turkish 
wilitary stations along the Damascus road. 

‘These two stipolations will give a certain amount of vigour and unity to the 
exeontive, and enhanee within reasonable limits the authority of the Turkish 
Pashn in the Mountain 

J also intend to propose x cluuro, giving to the Vali of Saida the right to 
appoint an offcor of tis own to ench Kaiinakamiyel, in the capacity of Crown 
Prosecutor. It will be thie person's duty to see that all asmssins and grent 
viminals are promptly brought to justice. By thix contrivance T hope a stop 
will be pat to the custom of blood-feuds and private vengennce. 


Jer to giv clearer iden of the difficulties of the 
case, Toe Saat James Kennedy, a gentleman to whose assistance I 
have been in many ways much indebted, £0 draw up the accompanying map, in 
which an attempt is made to show the he proportion in which the 
ifferent ‘of the Lebanon are intermingled, 
be "The otatistica of population are very untrustworthy, and I cannot vouch for 
any great correctness in the figures T have introduced, 

"The amount of the Drose popalation 1 am told is much underrated, 
this people haying been always particularly unwilling to. register their 
numbers, 

T have, &e. 
(Signé) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Jnclosure } in No. 8 


Articles agreed upon by the Syrian Commission ax Basis for the Reorgunivation of 
the Mowntain 


Article 1. IL sera procédé & la xéparation géographique des Chrétient et 
des Druses 

‘Art. 2. Dans cette mesure do désagrégution les intéréts de chaque populn- 

opt pris on éxale considération, 4 
noe Art Lextaution en sera confide, sous la surveillance de Vaatorté locale 
ot des Agents des cing Puissances, 4 uno Commission Mixte dans laquelle les 
diverses populations seront représentées. Mi 

"Art 4. La Commission trmet lo voru que les habitants Chrétiens de Hasboy 

Rascheiya, et Merj Ayoub serant compris dans le travail de déplacement sus-men- 
Lappelés a jouir de ses bénéfices, aa 

Art. 5. Ty auraen conséquence dans le Liban trois Caitmacamies, Maronite, 

ve Orthodaxe, ct Druse, qui seront administrées par dos Chefs indigines 

choisis dans le sein de chaque population respective, ee. 

"An 6. Dans chaque Caisicwie ity aura un ou plusieurs Modis Judi- 
iaire, et un seul Medjlis Administrntif : , 

Art. 7. Le Medjlis Judiciaire se composcen de trois membres au moins et 
cing au plus, selon le nombre des éléments constitatifé de Ia population, de 
fagon & co que cl de ces éléments soient repent par un membre. Dans 
Jens ob il n'y aurait que deux éléaents le Medjlis Judicizire sora composé de 
trois membres dont deux fournis par V'elément prepondérunt. : 

Art. 8. Le Medilis Adiinisteutif’ se composera de cing mombres au moins, 
dix au plus: et soconpe spécialement de Vasaiette et de In perception des 
inmp5ts : o 
Part. 9. La présidence du Medjlis Administratif sera dévolue au Caimacass, 
Celle da Medjlis Jndiciaire sera cxeroé trimestriellewment A tour de role par 
chacun des membres 

‘Art. 10. Il y aura dans chaque Mudirlik on Juge de Paix pour chaque 
rite i 
Art. 11. Les Jugss de Paix jugeront tans appel jasqu’h concurrence de 
150 piasires, ot avec appel au Médjlis Judiciire de Premiere Tnstance jusqu’A 
eoncurredce de 500 piastres. ‘ 

Art. 12. Les affaires au-dessus de 500 piastres seront de Ia compétence du 
Medjlis de Promitre Instance. 4 

aL 1S. Lad ee ciideh Set Cie entire particuliers n’appartenant 

au méme rite, quelle que soit ia valeur engagée dans le procts, seront portées 
dovant le Medjtis de Premidre Instance, & moins que dans les procts au-dossus 
‘Je 500 pistes les parties ne solent d'accord pour teconnattre Ia compétence du 
Juge de Paix du détcadeor, ; 

“S* Art. 14. En principe, toute affeire corm jugée parla totalite ‘des membres 
du Medjlis.  Néanmoins quand toutes les parties engagées dans lo proces appar- 
tiendront av meme ‘ite, elles guront le droit de recuser Jes juges appartenant 
Aun rite different. Mais dans ce cas méme les juges réousés devront assister 
au jugement. ‘ 3 : ‘ 

Art. 15, Il y aura un Modjlis Supérieur siégent A Beyrout et composé de 
douze membres savair-——Deux Maronites, deux Grees Orihodoxes, deux Grecs 








Catholiques, deux Druses, deux Métoualis, et deux Musulmans. Auxquels on 
adjoindrs éventuellement un représentant des cultes Protestants et Israélite 
quand un membre de ces communantés sera partie dans fe procs ou aura des 
intérdts engages dans le procés. 

‘Art. 16. En miatidre criminclle i! y aura trois degrés de juridictio 
Les contraventions seront jugées par les Juses de Paix, les délits par les Medj 
de Premiére Instance, les érimes par le Medjlis Supérieur de Beyrout. 

Art. 17. Les membres des Medjlis Administratifs et Judiciaires seront 
choisis ct délégués apr’s une entente avec les notables par les Chots des Commu- 
nautés respective et institués par le Caimacar 

Art. 18. Tous les juges seront retribués. 

Art, 19, Si, apts une enquéte judiciaire il ext prouvé qu'un membre des 
Medjtis a prévariqué ou s'est rendu indigne de ses fonctions par un fait quel- 
conque, ce membre devra dtro révoqué, ot il sora en outre passible d'une peine 
proportionnée A ln faute qu'il aura enentnise. 

Art, 20. La Caimacamie Druse, autant que les nécessitis do ta mesure de 
désagrégation le comporteront, se composera des Aklims suivants 

ElGharb, sauf la portion qu’il serait indispensable d'en détacher pour 
ménagor la continuité territoriale des deux parties nord et sud de Is Caimacamie 
Maronite; Djurd, Avkoub, Sebouf, Menassif (eu partic), Schéhar (voir la Carte 
do Kiepert 1860), 

Art. 21. La Caisoncamle Greeque Orthodoxe se composera de Koura, y 
compris tio inférieure, et les fractions de territoires avolsinantes 
Ieaquelles la population Grecque Orthodoxe serait la majorité 
we Are $9) Tous les lerrtcires de la Montagne qu! te font polat.p 
deux Caimacamies Druse et Gree Orthodoxe seront compris dans la Caimacamie 
Maronite, auf Zahlé, qui avec Ja banliewe et Malaka, sera placée sous ane 
Administration Mixte dependante du Vali de Saida sux mémes titres que les 
Caimacnmios Maronite, Groo Orthodoxe, et Druse, sauf les réserves formeles qui 
seront ultérieurement exprimées. 

Ww. 

L. B, 
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Art. 23. Il y aura dans la Montagne six Medjtis Judiciaires, savoir: ax 
dans tn Caimacamle Greeque Orthodoxe, trois Maronite (dont un dans le Meten, 
wun A Zabl6>, et un dans la Caimacamie Druse 

‘Art. 24, Auprés du siége de chaque Caimnacam il y aura un Vékil, ov 
délégué, de chacuine des wutros Caimacamies et chargé de représenter les interés 
de sex coreligiounaires 

Art, 25, Chaque Caimncam aura sous see ordrex un corps de police au 
moyen duquel i! pourvoira au maintien de Yondre public sur toute I"étendue de 
son territoire, a Vexéoution des sentences des Medjlis, et au recouvrement des 
impots 

PYAtt, 26. Lexéootion forede des jugements et arrtts adesinistratife telle 
quelle s'est pratiquée jusqu’d présent ‘era abolie ausitSt que faire se pourra, 
et rensplacée par d'autres modes de contrainte, telle que la Saisie ou limprsonne. 
ment. 

‘Art. 27. Tous les agents de la police recevront un traitement suffisant, 
ct il lour sera interdit, sous les peines les plas sévires, d'exigor dos habitants 
agoune rétribution soit en argent soit en nature. 

Art, 28. La Commission estime que dans chaque Caimacamie le corps de 
police pourrait étre établi & raison de cing hommes pour mille habitants. 

Art. 29, La Commission émet le vaeu que le désarmemont une fois opérd 
dans le reste de Ia Syrio, it soit procédé dans la Montagne & une mesure 


analogue 
80. Le corps de police se recruters par Ia vole des engagements 
volontaires, et ily aura dans chaque Caimacamie un Chef da Police pour chaque 
Aément constitatif de Is population 

Art. 31. Tl est indispensable que les agents de tx potion it vitus d'un 
uniforme ou q portent au mois in signe extériour de be nections. 

Art. 32. Lex agents de police changés de lexscution d’an ordre quelconque 
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de W'autorité devront tre pris parmi les coreligionnaires des individus que cette 


‘mesure concernera. 
Art. 33. Les Vékils seront rétribués par le Caimacam dont ils sont les 


dAégués. 
"Art. 34, La Commission émet le voeu que Fimpét de la capitation soit aboli 


et remplacé par Timpdt foncier. 


Damascus 


Inclosure 2 in No. 3. 
Map of Mount Lebanon. 
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No. 4, 
Lord J, Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 


wn thi 


(No. 190) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 28, 1861. 

IT appears from Lord Dufferin's reports that the quostion respecting the 
execution of the settences passed on the Wurkish and ruse prisoners in Sy 
has been referred to Constantinople; nd the further questions respecting Syria 
‘and the Mountain will also be eventually referred there, 

T had a conversation with the French Atbassador on these matters 
yesterday, and we agreed on the following points = 

1. That the ens of justice would be satisfied by the execution of four or 
five Druses. 

2 That as we did not object to the ‘Tribunal constitated in Syrin we cannot 
pretend to aggravate the sentences which that Tribunal has pronounced, or to 
set aside its decisions, 

3. That the Commissioners ought, as soon as possible, to send their Report 
to Constantinople, where the Ambassadors should deal directly with the Sultan 
and the Turkish Government. 

But the Ambassadors would be nuthorized, in case it should bo clearly 
necessary, to summon tho Cotmissioners to Constantinople ; otherwise the 

Commissioners will reisin in Syria till the middle of May. 

Your Excellency will regulate your conduct by the understanding which 1 
have thus come to with the French Ambassador. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


whith tintecterute 


NB. The thpure 
wea 
QDraum 


2, 











ae 


No. 5. 
Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 30.) 


(No. 195.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 19, 1861. 
IN conformity with the directions contained in your Lordship’s telegram of 

the 14th instant, Thave this day addressed a despatch to Lord Dufferin, instructing 

hhim to expedite the romaining businacs of the Commission of which his Lordship 


is. a member, 
T have, fe. 
(Signed) HENRY L, BULWER. 
No. 6. 2 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received March 30.) 


Paris, March 29, 1861 
HIAVING observed daring a conversation which I had with M. Thi 
yesterday that he partook M. Béclard’s opinion that all the Druses o 
condemned by the Tribunal at Beyrout ought to be executed, in which opinion 
fre eid that Fuad Pasha concurred, I informed Sir Henry Bulwer of this by 





telegraph. 
D 


quedeongue 
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T have no doubt that the Porte will be strongly urged by the French 
Ambassador to. sacrifice all these Druses ; and if the French have managed to 
obtain the assent of Fuad Pasha the sentence may be carried into execution 
before Lord Dufferin is aware of it. 

M. Thouvenel showed great disinclination to enter upon the subject with 
me; and { could elicit nothing from him but that it would be the Sultan’s duty 
to decide whether the sentences should be carried out or not. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY 





Nov. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Nopier. 
(No. 30.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Morch 20, 186) 
I HAVE to inforn your Exeelloucy that Her Majesty's Government 
approve the language which you made use of to Princo Gortcbakoff on the 


subject of the French occupation of Syria, as reported in your Excellency’s 
despatch No; 4 of the 13th instant.* : 


(Signed) 


No, 8. 


Lard Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell, (Received April | 
(No. 194.) s ‘hy 


My Lord, Vienna, March 28, 1861 
L HAVE taken an opportunity of reading to Count Rechberg your Lord: 
hips despa to Lord Dufferin No, 74 of the 18th instant,t copy of which was 


inclosed in your Lordship's No. 63 of the 20th instant, containing observations 
on the opinions of the Commissioners as to the sentences upon the Turkish and 
Druse prisoners. 

His Excellency was glad to fiad that Her Majesty's Government seemed to 
‘agreo with the language that had been held by the Austrian Commissioner, of 
whose proceedings he himself entirely approved. 

He said that he must consider that where the Porte was striving to 
administer justice in n fhir spirit, those Powers were rendering a bad wervice to 
‘Turkey who called on her to inflict a greater measure of punishment on the 
prisonors than had been awarded by those charged with their trial, whilst this 

ing furnished another proof of their desire to bring disrepute on the acts 
Of the Porte, and to seek to undermine its authority. 
Thave, &. 
(igned) BLOOMFIELD. 





No. 9. 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 2.) 
(No, 497, Most Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, Aprit 1, 1861, 

THE Prussian Minister called upon me a fow days ago, and related to me 
‘conversation which he had Jately had with M. Thouvencl, relative to the future 
government of the Lebanon. 

Count Pourtalds waid that M. Thouvenel bad shown him a map of the 
Lebanon which had been made by General Beaufort’s orders, and on which was 
accurutely marked every village with their relative populations. From this i 
would be scen that in roany villages, which bad been until now placed under th 
Druse Kaimakamic, there was a large majority of Christian inhabitants; froo 
which circumstance M. Thouvenel argued that they sliould be withdrawn fron 
Druse authority, and placed under that of the Maronites, thus enlanging th 
district under Maronite rule, 

# Bie Pant, Na sis + Wa, No son. 








Count Pourtalés replied that it might be true that the inhabitants of the 
villages were in a large proportion Maronites, but that it would be found that 
the land generally belonged to the Druses, who were, for the most part, lords of 
the soil, which they farmed to the Maronites. In his opinion, therefore, this 
must be taken into consideration in any arrangemont that might be made, 

M. Thouvenel did not roply to this remark, but he went on to observe that 
the proposal of having it third Kaimakam for the orthodox Christians would. be 
‘a source of great embarrassment. However, said M. ‘Thouvenel, the real 
difficulty lies in the choice of the supreme Governor, and he hinted that he 
might bo chosen frow the family of the Viceroy of Egypt. 

Count Pourtalés replied that the Porte would never consent to such an 
arrangement, nor did’ he think that it would suit Her Majesty's Government, 
Indeed, it might be objected to by other Powers also, 

M, Thouvenel rejoined that in that caso a Governor must be taken from 
tho inhabitants of the Mountain (unless, indeed, Europe could furnish one) ; and 
that the only family which would inspire respect was that of the Shehabs; that 
a Governor taken fram among them would be obeyed, but thut here he should 
be again met by objections on the part of England. 

™M. Pourtalés replied that he did not sce why this should bo the case, unless 
M. Thouvenel wished to designate nny one particular member of the Shehab 
family. Now there were, perhaps, as many as a hundred bearing that name. 
Why not propose to Her Majesty's Government to accept the principle of Shehab 
rule, and invite them to select the individual ? 

Although M. Thouvenel did not show much inclination to follow this advice, 
ho mid that he would speak to me upon the subject. 

M. Pourtalds, however, having ascertained that hix Excellency had not 
s0, came himself to me to ask me, confidentially, what I thought of the idea. 
He said that among the members uf the Shehub family there were Chiefs of every 
religious persuasion, Mussulman, Druso,and Maronite ; and that he thought that 
if Her Majesty's Government would cause inquiries to be instituted by any 
person in whom they had confidence, it would not be difficult to find a member 
Of that House fit to have the supreme government of the Lebanon. 

T replied that it was a matter upon which I eoukd not venture to offer am 
opinion, but that I would refer it for your Lordship's consideration. Her 
Majesty's Government, I said,sought for sio special influence themselves in Syrin, 
bot they were determined to oppose the conversion of the Lebanon into a French 
province. I folt sure, therefore, that they would object to the appaintment of 
Shobab, or of any obe else, as superior Governor of the Mountain, who was 
Ukely to play into the hands of the French. On the other hand, F was equally 
‘sure that if any member of the Shehab family could be found who might be 
considered by competent persons likely to maintain order and tranquillity, Her 
‘Majesty's Government would, as far ax they were concerned, concur in is 
nomination, provided it met with the consent of the Porte. 

Count’ Pourtalds replied that he was ax much opposed to the establishment 
of French influence in the Lebanon as I could be, but that he considered that 
M. Thouvene! had made a declaration of which advantage should be taken, in 
saying that he would be satisfied by the appointment of a Shehab ax Governor, 
Let one be selected, and there were many who had no relations with the 
French, 

Tdo not feel quite sure that this overture may not have been ude by 
Count Pourtalés with M. ‘Thouvenel's knowledge; buts at all events, 1 have 

peated to your Lordship exactly what passed between the Prussian Minister 
sand myself. 

Tshould add thot during this conversation, Count Pourtalds hinted, wor: 
than once, that he feared ditticulties would ‘occur With regard to: the 
evacuation of Syrin, untess the new government should have been settled bef 
the commencement of June. 1 could not, however, elicit from hin any 
cular reason for holding this opinion, except that he had beard that a petition 
from the clerical party was in the course of signature, calling upon the Govern- 
ment not to abandon the cause of the Maronites. 

Thave, Se 
(Signed) COWLEY. 
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No. 10. 


Bart Corley to Lord J. Russell, —(Received April 2.) 

(No. 498.) 

My Lord, Paris, April 1, 1861. 
SINCE. I wrote my despatch No. 497 of this day's date, relative to the 
versation which Count Pourtalés had had with M, ‘Thouvenel on the fature 

ion of the Lebanon, 1 have seen the latter, who showed me the map 
relerred to by Count Pourtalés, which he said he was about to transmit to M. de 

Flahault with a memorandum, giving some curious information, with statistica 

details respecting the various inhabitants of the Mountain. M. Thouvenel did 

not allude to the supreme Governorship of that district, but he said that he 

regretted that the Commissioners in Syria should have abandoned the scheme on 
which they had been toa certain extent agreed, nor could he understand the 
reasons which had led them to take this course. His Excellency is evidently 
much opposed to the establishment of a thinl Kaimakamic, of which the Chief 
should be a Greek, and I presume that it is in this sense that M. de Flahault will 
speak to your Lordship. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


No, 1 


Lord J. Russell to Barl Cowley 
(No, 402.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 3, 1861. 
HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration your 
Exeollancy’s despatch No. 497 of the Ist instant, Bs pray account which 
M. Pourtalds had given you of his conversation with M, Thouvenel relative to 
the future Government of the Lebanon; and I have to instruct your Excellency 


not to give aay encouragement to the idea which has been broached of taking 
one of the Shehab fumily to govern the Mountain. 
‘have further to instruct your Excellency not to attend any future Confer- 
ence on the subject of the octipation of Syria by foreign troops 
am, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL 


No. 12. 


Lord J, Russell to Bir H. Bulwer. 
(No, 205) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Aprit 3, 1961 

IT appears from your telegran of the 2nd instant, that the Porto is 
wavering in regard. £0 the execution of Said Bey Joublat. But Aali Pasha, as 
Teported in your despatch No. 172 of the 7th ultimo,* informed your Excellency 
that instructions had been sent to Fuad Pasha to comply with the wishes of Her 
Majeaty’s ment that Said Bey Joublat should not be exceuted ; Her 
Majesty's Commissioner in Syria having, as 1 informed your Excellency by my 
telagnin of the 2od of March, and more fully in my despatch of the same day, 
declared his conviction that the evidence produced on the trial had failed to 
‘establish Said Bey Joublat’s guilt. 

T have now to state to your Excellency that if, notwithstanding the assurance 
thus given to you by Atli Pasha, the sentence of death pronounced by the 
‘Tribunal at Beyrout upon Said Bey Joublat is, in violation of promise, 
into execution, you will at once break off relations with the Porte, and wait the 
instructions of Her Majesty's Government for your further guidance. 

Tom, &e. 
(Signed) J, RUSS 


PS. You are at liberty, if you think proper, to acquaint Aali Pasha with 
the nature of these instructions 





+ See Part 1, No. SIE 
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No. 13. 


Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J, Russell—{Reoeived April 4.) 
(No. 5.) 
My Lord, Damascus, March 20, 1861, 
I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lonlship copy of my despatch 
of this day's date, addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 


Acting Consul Wrench to Sir H. Bulwe 


. Damascus, Morck 20, 1861. 

L HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that although we have 
heard of no sorious disturbances in the Hauran and Ledjah, and although no 
extmordinary cause of excitement has arisen in the city for the last three weeks, 
the Christians have been continually leaving; 1 should imagine that within that 
period nearly 1,000 sauls have quitted Damascus, One reason for this ¢xodu 
Js, that they receive by every post invitations to join their friends wt Beyrout. 
Another cause seems to be a vague apprehension which no argument will allay, 
and which they themselves cannot explain otherwise than by saying, that they 
nover can feel secure hore until they see some proof of a better focling towards 
them on the part of the Government, the soldiery, and the Moslems, ‘Their 
utter want of confidence in the Government is the main cause of these inquietndes, 
and I regret to say that this feeling has of late undergone no improvement, 
‘Tho Government allowance of fity paras a-day has been paid up to the t2th 
ultimo, 

__. The Government credit is at the present moment at so low an ebb that it ia 
with the greatest difficulty, and at a loss of about 12 per cent., that they can 
dispose of their bills drawn on the ‘Treasury of Boyrout at ten days’ s 

In former years, at the time of collecting: the taxes, orders on the villages for 
tho amount of their imposts were given by the Government to holders of Treasury 
honds, who themselves collected. these taxes at lurvest time, changing the peasants 
the interest for the intervening period, ‘Thus the Government generally paid off 
0 large portion of its debts at this teason, This year, however, money being 
argontly wanted, borvemen haye already been seat to the villages with orders to 
the peasants to pay, immediately, their taxes directly to the Government ; this has 
given great cause for complaint to the numerous creditors of the Treasury, who 
see the liquidation of their bonds, so long overdue, indefinitely postponed. At 
this time of year tho peasants are in general ill-farnished with money, but more 
especially now, as extortion and peoulation have been of late carried to an unpre 
cedented extent; many villages, I am assured, having paid, in one way or another, 
six, and even eight times their legal taxes, but some of those even are marked in 
the registers as being in arrears, Money being very scarce in Damuscus, and 
the peasants not having yet paid their last year's debts, no one will now lend them 
money, and serious apprehensions art entertxined by all, in which the authorities 
also participate, that there will be m tsrze deficit in this branch of rovenuic, 

Khaled Pasha left the eity for the Haurun ten days ago, and a week after 
wards bo was followed by battalion of Infantri pe 

‘The Rossian Vice-Consul, some days since, decorated the Prince Abd.el- 
Kader with the Grand Cross of the Order of the White Eagle of Russia, 

Beforo the Ramazan commenced, the affairs of all the Consulates, without 
Giptinction, were but il nttended to by the Government: weeks and evon 

ing bofore they could, by constant applications, obtain even an 
answer to their communications to the Pasha ; but now business has come to 0 
still. 1 


wl will, 1 

yrtly enter king Emin Pasha responsible for the damages 

resulting from his Excellency’s total neglect of several affairs belonging to Fronch= 
otected subjects. 


iy 





‘All commerce is now at a standstill, and the majority of the merchants, both 
Moslems and Jews, do not and cannot pay their debts, ‘Those having goods in 
the neighbouring towns experience great difficalty in transporting them to 
Daroaseus, as their camels, the moment they leave their hiding-places, 
by the Government to carry provisions to the troops in the neighbourhood of 
the town: those camels and mules seized and not required are released by means 
ofa bribe to the Government employés ; while for those taken the hire is fixed 
Sta low rate, and the owners have to wait a long time for payment, As the 
Humber seized is generally more than double that wanted, your Excellency can 
Imogine that no sal gun is thus rade, 

have, &e 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 





No. 14 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell (Received Aprit 4.) 
(No, 82.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, March 22, 1861 

T HAVE tho honour to transmit he rewith, for your Lordship's information, 
copy of a petition addressed by tho Christian inhabitants of the Great Metn to 
the French Relief Committee, complaining that they have received no aasist- 
‘ance from any Freeh fund, and stating that if it had not been for the Anglo- 
‘American Relief Committoo, many of them rust have perished. 

Tt is doubtlom very satisfactory that those on. bebalf of whom such great 
exertions have been made by America and England, should retain such a 
Grateful recollection of what ix due to their benefactors, and I have no reason to 
Flint that this exhibition of feeling has been at all factitious ; at the same time 
Tahould be sorry not to take this opportunity of mentioning that considerable 
fume of money have been dispenved in different parts of the Mountain by the 
French authortics ns well, although it would scem that the people of the Metn 
have not shared in the distribution. 

Tam tho more anxious to record this fact, a» jin @ previous despatch 1 had 
occasion to state that of the large sums said to be forwarded from France, it was 
fatended to devote the greator part to the foundation of religious and charitable 
cater te a oather than to the purchase of food and clothes for the destitute 
population. 

Time bas shown that this principle fms not been strictly adhered to, At 
Zablé, at Deit-cl-Kamar, and in otber places, money has been freely given, Te 
fs pomible, too, a certain amount may have been dispensed, without the thet 
Docoming generally known ; nevertheless, in the main, it seems to be the general 
opinion. of those persons, both French, native, and others, of whom 1 have 
Ftqulred, that it is by the Anglo-American Relief Committee that the lives of the 
people will have been saved during the late crisis 

have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inolosure in No. 14, 
Petition 


‘To the Agont of the Froneh Commissioner, 
(After compliments.) 

WE, the Christians of the Meta, petition you, thanking you forall your 
Kindness’to us. We have heard that amongst other acts of charity a quantity 
‘of clothing has been sent by the Fren ment for distribution to the 
needy, through the hands of the Commissioner at Hainan: but to this day your 
petitioners have not received any share of the xume, Whereas, we being in th 
Femost need, beg you of your goodness to have pity on Us, and to arraage that 
we should receive our share in this charity, for we have not the neces, of 
life, the villages of the in greatce distress than those of the Jard, 





there having been more burning and pillage in the Meta than in the Jurd, and 
had it not been for the charity of the British and American Governments, the 
most of us would have died of hunger and cold; so we pray you to look towards 
us with compassion. 

“The charity which we have received from the French Government amounts 
only to 25} piastres. Yours it is to ordain. Wheat has been distributed in 
Hamana and Feligha, but other places did not receive any share. 

(Here follow numerous signatures.) 





No. 15. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell.—( Received April 4.) 
(No. 84.) 
Beyrout, March 24, 1861 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordships information, 
copies of further despatches which I have this day addressed to Her Majesty's 
‘Ambassador at Constantinople. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 


Inclosure 1 ia No, 15, 
Lora Dufferin to Sir 11. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, March 23, 1861 

_ 1 HAVE the honour to transit to. your Excellency eopy of the initalled 
project for the reorganization of the Lebanon, communicated to Fusd Pasha at 
tho last sitting of the Commission. 

As Lam anxious to catch a direct steamer, which sails unexpectedly this 
afternoon, I will not entor into any explanations. It will be sufficient to remark 
that the two principles on which the scheme ix founded consist in the physical 
separation of the Christian and Druss populations, and in, tho granting to euch 
community of which the population of the Mountain ix composed as much 
municipal independence ax circumstances will permit. The Drusos rotain their 
administrative autonomy, ‘Tho Christians of Jezzin and of Kharub a 
drawn from their domination, while the Greek Catholics of Zahlch 
Orthodox Greeks of Koura are relieved from tho interference of a Marvnite 
Kaimakam. 

On the other hand, the Maronite Kaimakamiyeh ix geographically extended, 
nd should the projected transmutation of the population not change the propor= 
tion which the Moslem population beors to the Christian in Aklim Kharub, 
that district will be erected into a Moslem Mudiriyeh, dependent on the Christian 
Kaimakam, 

‘The Damascus road, garrisoned by Turkish troops, will divide the Druse 
and Christian territory to the north ; while, on the south, it ix probable the 
Porte will stipalate for some similar precaution being taken. 

The greutest blot in the arrangement ix the way in which the Christinn 
town of Deit-el-Kamar remains dove-tailed into the heart of the Druse territory. 

If the Christian population of Menasit could be exchanged for Moslem 
one, and, together with the town of Deinel-Kamat, be put under the Druse 
Kniinakam, or under a separate Moslem Mudir, it would be a grest improvo- 
ment; but my colleagues avinced so great a dislike to this sugyestion that 1 
thomeht sao ESSERE: temo rst to be negotiated on by Fund 
Pasha. < 

“The only other very greut innovation on the Constitution of 1842 ix contained 
in the Article which gives to the Vali of Saida the power of uppointing to each 
Kaimakamiyeh an oflicer of his own in the capacity of Public Prosecutor, and the 
institation at Beyrout of s Mixed Tribunal for criminal cases. 

‘Tho original draft af the project was initialled by all the Commissioners, but 
M, Béclard has subjoined to his signature a note which takes formal exception 
to most of the principles in accordance with which the project és drawn up. 





His Excellency Fuad P: hos isk ¥ aces 
fre y Fu ia hos provisionally accepted our suggestions, bi 
Te intends to study the Articles at hie leiaure, and then to Commmeaioats to vs 
and to his Government any addition or alteration for which he would wish to 
ipulate on behalf of the Porte. He has stated his opinion that he does not 


think the disinte, tion of Drase and Christian populations will preses y 
serious dificulties of execution. ae pope Leon een ony 


T have, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 15. 


Annexes \ and 2 to the Protocol of the Twenty-sizth Meeting of the Syrian 
Commission. 2 


[See Inclosure 7 in No, 37.) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 15. 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 
Sir, . Reyrout, March 23, 1861, 
___ L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency's informa- 
tion, copy of letter written by Colonel Arrican to General de Beaufort 
rom General de afort i ving ¢ above i Pas! to er w 

pedro tat  indlting the abors to Fuad Pusha, together with a 

in forwarding this correspondence, I need do no than pour Exool- 
loney's attention to the extraordinary iinportance attached By the Frcnch oers 
to what may be considered the gossip of a rural population, — 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYR, 


nother 


Inclosure 4 ia No, 15. 


General de Beaufort to Fuad Pasha. 


Excellence Quartier-Général & Begrout, le 13 Mare, 1861, 


J'AL regu, bier au soit, du Colonel qui-commande les troupes Fi 
tein, etre dont iat cop Ms ages a 
La situation que dépeint cette lottro ma parn assex grave pour que j'si 
voir appeler xénouromient sur ello Vattention de votre Excellence elle ment 
da a confirmée par des fits nombreax parvenus & ma connaixsance, ct por 

tous Tee renseignements que je reqois des hols de’ nos’ détachemen 
— . achements dans la 
= Veuillez, ke, 
Le Général do Division, Commandant 
Expéditionnaire do Syric, 
(Signé) BEAUFORT, 


To Corps 


Inclosure 5 in No, 15. 


Colonel d’Arrican to General de Beaufort. 
Mon Général, 

LE bruit stent répandi ici, bier, 
mast vere Kémousn, ij 

Jn habitant de Deir-el-Kamar dont la fe 

irel-Kamar dont la femme ct les enfants sont i Beyr 

a.rogi une lettre par laquelle son éviquo fui demande dans qual liew i este ae 
sa famille soit transportée, Les populations ont pris V'slame, t wi lee mses 
efforts pour calmer leurs eraintes insonsées, malgré le tommps qui ext alfveux, dews 


Beeddin, le 11 Mers, 1861 
que les Chrétiens de Beyrout émicraient en 





habitants de Btoddin sont partis pour Beyrout cofte nuit, plusieurs dGa out, & 
mon insu, fait emporter leur mobilier. J'ai fit appeler chez. moi ceux que Y'on 
tm’ désignés commé se préparant & un départ prochoin, afin de les raisonner, et 
de les détourner de leur projet. i ‘ 3 

Sur les autres points Tétat des esprits est le méme : partout fes Chrétiens 
sont dans ln erainte et le découragement; chaque jour des faits, en apparence 
insignifants, contribuent & la confirmer dans ors facheuses idées. 

‘Personne, dans In Montague, n'a cette confiance entitre qui pourrait seule 

ire endurer les maux da présent en yue d’un avenir meillear. 

Cous que j’si interrogés sur Je sujet de leurs craintes mont donné tes 
raisons ruivantes. Ils pensent, disentils, qu'un confit peut survenir prochaine. 
ment entre les Frangais et les Tures, ot ‘Ys désirent séloigner du theAtre de Ia 
fquerre ; que d'aillours, ccla n’elitil pax Ti ils voulent se soustraite de la part de 
Fautonté Ottomane, et de leurs esinemis que cétte dernidro excite encore contre 
ux. 

Lsdministration ot fe gouverbetent du pays restant entitrement aux Tures, 
ceux-ci méconnaissent en toute circoustancs les intérdts des Chrétiens, et mettont 
dans lo réglement des affiires une partinlité qui leur donne des oraintes sérieuses 

nir, par cela migme qu'elle leur montre l'snion intime qui encore 
aujourd'hui existe entre leurs canemis et coux qui lev gouvernent ; quo dans 
Vétat octool dex choses nous no pouvons ea protéger dune maniére ethoace, ct 
In réscrve que nous avons toujours mise, en laissant i Pautorité Ottomane la 
solution de tontes les affaires, est prise pour un ave d'impuissanes qui engage d 
les opprier. 4 
iy a quelque temps, ajoutentils, in été recommandé aux Chrétions 
AVéviter tous lex sujet de contestation aveo les Druses, ot de prouver par lout 
conduits qu’ils ne resteralent pas Jours eonemis, quand mime, alors qu'une 
riéprestion sévere aurait ou lieu. Cette rigle de condulte suivie exactement a 
eté interprdtée par lears cnnemis de Ia fagon ta plus défavorable: is ont vu dans 
co désir de conciliation uo absisseenient volontairo des Chrétiens, qui se sentant 
abandonnée de lours peotecteurs ont chorahd it xe wieoncilier avec eux, Deslors, 
ils ont ea A suble de nouvelles bumilistions de la port de ceux qui ne peuvent 
pe comprendre que I'on miGaage des gens dont on n'a rion A craindre, qu'autre- 
fois on admettait en justice le témoignage d'un Chrétien, aujourd’bui on y a mis 
de telles restrictions que cela devient complitement illusoire. 

‘A tous ces motifs de mécontentement, viennent s'ajoutor raille plsintes 
relatives & des menacos des Druses, A des mauvais traitements des soldats Turcs, 

‘Avantehicr, vers Ia fio du jour, & Birdk, on a vu arriver armés quinze 
cavallers Drosess dont j'ai les noms, et qui sont connus pour des serviteurs de 

-Amad. Lun deux, appelé Weshir Abed, portait tov pistolets de I'Ernir 

Din quit a tué, de sn monin, A Hasbeya; ils se sont rendus chez te 
‘apitaine qui’ commande a xartison “Turyue pour le salver, et do la sont alls 
clit les Yours. Tis ont répanda te broit que soixante-six cavaliers de leur 
ation étaient restés A JubbJonuin, A ln suite de cela, des propos menagants 
ont été tonnes par les formes Deuses, et les Chnétions ont concu do nouvellos 


Depuis que je suis & Bteddin, je m’efforee constamment do oalmer les exprits, 
de répondre par de bons conseils ux plaintes qui: mo sont faites, et dexhorter i 
Vespoir dans Vavenir; mais J'ai tout Hew de oraindre que ces moyons devieanont 
disormais insufisants pour maintenir foi les gens qui veulent partis, et leur 
rendre la conflance quis n'ont pas, 
Le Colonel du 13me de Lig 
(Signed) D'ARRICAN 


— 
Ancloaure 6 in No, 15. 
Fuad Pasha to General de Beaufort. 


M. Jo Général, Beyrowt, le V7 Mars, 1861 

‘VAL rveu lis Iottre que Vous mfavex fait Yhonneur de m’éorire en date du 
15 do ce mois, ainsi qat le mpport de M. le Colonel d’Arriean que vous y avez 
jolat 


F 





cerapport ne mia nullement surpris ; iL ext M'écho. de 
brits vourds qu’on faisat citeuler dans la pays, et qui n'ont pas manqué d'arriver 
fc cotnaissance de Vautorité.. Sans avoir aucunement la ponsée. de nomen ee 
‘a population Chritienne en géoéra, je dois dire avec regret qu'un fille parti 
<Topposition formée contre le Gouvernement fhit des efforts pot entrevente fant 
panier oe ans le but de seconder les iflusioos dont i nourrit les eaprite: deg 
Papiers qu’on a fait circuler dans lo guys pour obtenir des signatures cont aon 
Tavaille nt Plausibles potr mettre'en donte ce & quot on vise, et & quoi on 
travaille 

La réalisation de ces dessoins ne demande rien moins que de montrer le 

memont Impérial, non seulement persécateur des Chrétlens tials exdea 

tes hommes de dévordres pour troubler Ia tranquillité da PAYS, VE ces rGcrimina 
Goes plus absurdes qu’injustes n'ont Wautre source que cts pensées malveiinn we 
Contre Vautorité souveraine du Sultan, Ce n'est pas le déccaragement que nous 
Cuee quote, car tien ne nous empéche de travailler & procurer le biest tee ae 
vote eos Populations, et h fairo efficer les traces de cos malheurs dent ce pays 
4 Gi le thle; mais e'ext une amdre déception que nous éprouvons, lorsque non 
Pas nos efforts, mais nos intentions méme sont ress on dowte’ 

jie ne veux étre ni spologiste ds uns ni scewsateur dex autres, mais je mo 
dols a la vorité pour dire que lex Drusca qui se trouvent sous le coup d'une grande 
aren et dos poursuites, dela jestice montrent mujounthui ka: moigy nos 
Seuxduite do resignation ; mais devenns Yobjet da ressentisnen, je puls din rel, 
dies Clinstiens, ils sont traqués partout ot en butte de ces venijentoes personnelles 
dont lo peuple do vo pays est animé. Il ext de notoriété pblique que les paysans 
Druses non seulement ne peuve circuler librement dans le pays, mais il ne 
lour est mine pas permis do Inbourer days leurs chansps sans Che attagués par 
Toe, de eonaidérent toujours comme des enneris; tne parse ps une somafor 
fee a tausinate ou dex cas de blewsuros n’arrivent la fonnaieaee ie 
Yautorité, 

Appelde hempicher ces fits regrettables, qui sont toujours ls cause de grands 
mathours ays, Tautorité ext accusée pour cela mime de protiger tne 
Druvos au détrimont des Chritiens, Si Vautorité, qui doit nocorded toes 

Protection, montre aujourd'hui une préférence dans sn solicit 
Se. en favour de eeux qui ont ¢prouvé de wi grands ralhears. ‘La conduite 
do nos agents est conforme aux instructions que jo lear donne, et ies hones 
ceraauice que, mis i leur téte dans la Montagne nipondeat toujours de lewrs 
wircus et Ia motndre déviation de cette ligne de conduits attire mon attention ig 
plas sorupateuse, 

Cex Uruits qu'on avait répandus, commencant par le Hauran, ont fait le 
tour du pays; on parcourant Damas, Saida, le Liban, et l'Anti-Liban, et ont ine 
Pangnsitre en doute Ja tranquillité de Beyrout méme. Cotte nouvelle de 
dandration des Chrétieos dans le Kesrounn, colpartée & la Montagne ea igalée 
dans jf iapnort du commandant du détachement Francais A Bueddia San 
comble, des absurdités que co parti, dont je vous af parle plus haut, a cu la 
Macho de fhbriquer, pour montrer tos Chrétiens sous! le ecap dion pouvean 
malheur. "Rion, n'n été Gparené dana ce but; dos placards’ aikches ee Tes 
murs d'une églisc 4 Damus, des fables dane prophéte Népandue A Beyrout, 
des bruits vagues, des accusations sourdos, tout cela eat mo covets en 
fuuve nabs qu'on pulse nésymolos signaler aucun fait pour donner le molds 
indice que ta tranquillité du pays rst en danger, que tautorite ne remplit pas 
fon dovoir. Deux circonstances alldzuées par’ les Chrétiens comme prouve 
fie ce-qu‘its ont déelans  M. Jo Colonel d'Arrican, dateent attirer notre aticaiee 
le pestendu refs des autorités d'sdmettre le témoignare den Chrétiens, et 
Fappagition dans wa village Chommes sppartenant aux Chelh Dower oe ate 
Ge Tomatoes avant provers des mennces appuyées sur In présence dene tee 
deo Druves 8 Jubb Jonnin. Coux qui ont avancé cen fats rendrasent wenn 
grand service au Gouvernement wits divulgaient to Tribunal ou Teccat quia 
Fofltsd le téwoiymage des Chrdtiens 

Du moment que Tautorité Ottomace «admis la. seule welemation dex 
Chrétions comme us témoigniee pour tant de condamnations dove te justice a 
Cae soan de went tté uccusts, elle punira sans aucun doute ceux qut seroot 


convuinout de n’svait pas su v0 conformer aux intentions da Gonrernetent 
ea Lane ent fait comme les poursuites judicaires ont come, et qa 
‘st permis A Yous ceux qui n'ont pas été condamnés de rentrer dns leurs forces, 
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Hunsicure Druses qui étaient en émigration sont rovenus: chez eux en’ profitant 
Cocttte cessation Jo poursuites qui a été adoptée su suet au we hens 
Tatumission Européenne. | La présence de la bande Druse & Jubb Jenni ma 
Perit un fait invrisemblnble; la promenade militaire que vous aver voulu fine 
sate détachement de cayalleric de Kubb Elias vers El-Kum aurait renecare 

wait exists, et vous aurait signalé sa présence. 

erépondre 4 ce sentiment deloyauté et de franchise dont vous 
Yous donnez toujours tant do preuves, jo me suis permis de voua entrctenis our 
Sr cituation quion veut créer malgré nous, t je euls convaineu ‘que: vous 
Heretic fonutant gue moi ses fichoux effets." Je'ne puis duillours que Yous 
Srreier toujours de tout ce que vous aves Is bonté Je me commaunsjure, et qui 
arrive & votro connaissance, 

Guoique je sois persuadé que ces bruits n'ont d'nutre fondement que ce 
trail da part qui veut dénigrer le Gouvernoment, je. nat pas néanmoins 
Tami de changer le Général do Division Ismail Pacha do fhite une ton 
dans ln Montagne pour fhire une enquéte minutiouse, et cola dane Yunique désir 
Se montrer encore une fois la vigilance: du Gouvernement. cei see 
Suremllance quil exerce sur ses agents, quand méme ce qui leur eat reprochi no 
Parnit pas impliquer uno certaine gravite. 

Cot offcice supérieur, dont le carnctire de loynuté ct de justion est uno 
far le replat dee onde, est parti aujourd'hui mime, et me fora un rapport 
sur le réultat de sa mission, 

Naren, &e. 
(Signé) FUAD, 


————EE 


Tnolosure 7 in No, 15. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, March 23, 1861 
| HAVE the honour to inform Your Excellency that on the 16th instant ® 
y,tked on board a Turkish corveite for the purpose of being 
sphere to Tripoli in Barbary. OF the whole number 165 Ane Nessa 
Paihle exiles, werely removed from the country wail quitor thoes sree gh 
$4 Be sentenced to a year's imprisonment; 10 to! ya Gey years, 
a, eae abl 10 to 2 years’ imprisonment » 16 other persous cred mned to 
transportation have been lft behind on ncvount of ote 
/y,J have had tho honour to inform your Excellency ia a previous despatch, 
Fuod Pasha has taken such precautions as humanity, cused we mitigate the 
of these rigorous tmensures, as far as regartls the families of the prisoners ; 
and be has undertaken that those who have been seat Away as exiles sholl not be 
Sruely dealt with in their mew abode. I have also ventured t write to Hor 
Majesty's Consul nt Tripoli on the subject. 
efor concluding I may montion tit, having been informed. that Sheikh 
Nucl Abs-el-Melek, the only Deuso Chief whe hed boc acquitted. by the 
Extraordinary Tbunal of Beyrout, had also been sent on board, L waited on 
Fuad Pasha for the purpose of ascertaining how it came (0 pase that a person 
hous te himself bat weed us-was innocent, should be. dealt widlney 1 Re was 
Transl His Excelleney replied. that. xinco his acquittal letter Lad been 
Ci eee bY certain members ofthe faaily of Tulhok, fat eh family 
of Abd-el-Melek, and to which the prisoner's seal wis alao attached, addressed to, 
Khotar Bek-cl-Amad, one of the Druse Chisth. now inthe ai wrath; and 
that, thorefore, his complicity ia. the Inte disturbances y ight be considered 
proved. To this, however, I ventured to object, that I hed wan the letter ; that 
it was a most vague communication, containing nothing which, implied thnt the 
document by the Cot eetezes& 0 official cognizance hd been tal 
 Hlocument by the Court who tried him: atid that, at all event, on were his 
t proved ten times over, ation of the agrocment come to 
jretwoen his Excellency and the Cousmnission, to the effect that Sr sentence passed 
tp, tte Bxtraondinary ‘Tribunal at Beyrout, on a prisoner whe he been tried in 
the presence of the Earopean Delegntes, should be carried into exeetition until it 
bad beom first communicated to the Commissioners 
‘Along diseussion then ensued, which terminated by Fuad. Pasha counters 
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manding the deerce of exile, and ordering the Druse Chief to be brought on 
shore again. 

It may not be irrelevant to remark that this person, on whose behalf 1 
have felt it my duty to remonstrate, is supposed to be particularly unfriendly to 
the English. He may be said to have owed his acquittal to the favourable 

imony of some French silk-spinners, whose property he protected during the 

and of Mr. Benton, an American missionary who lives in one of his 
villages. Had it not been for the interference of these gentlemen, I do not think 
tho Tribunal would. have made any distinction between his case and that of the 
other Chiefs. 

It is alsoa remarkable circumstance, that although the charge most violently 

ted on against Said Bek is the part it is pretended his servants took in the 

the same circumstance when adduced against Yusof AbdchMelek at 
ing of the Commission, was pronounced by M. Héclard to possess no sinister 
significance, ox it was to be supposed, in the midst of 0 much popular excite- 
ment, his control over them would be limited. Yet it is an indisputable fact 
that ‘every Chief, whatever may be bia relative importance, exercises an equal 
amount of influence over his immedinte retainers, In the Highlands 
Scotland, the gilly of a Macgregor was not a whit les devoted to bis mast 
than a dunine-waisel of tho house of Campbell to the great Mo Callus More. 
T have, ke. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Anclosure 8 in No. 15. 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, March 24, 1861 
WITH reference to my previous despatch of yesterday's date, report- 


ing. the: exile of a certain number of Druse prisoners implicated inthe late 
listurbances in the Mountain, Lhave now the honoor to. transmit herewith, for 
your Excellency's information, copy of a letter marked Confidential, which I 
have received. from his Excolloney Fuad Pasha, giving further details upon the 
subject. 
T have, &e. 
(Signal) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 15. 
Fuad Pasha to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Beyront, te 18 Mars, 1261. 
IN réponse i votte lettre confidentielle & Iw date d'hicr e¢ ainsi que 
Vhonncur de vous informer verbalement jo m'empresse de vous transmeitre lex 

détails suivants: — 

Les Druses condamnés a (tre exportés et dirigés sur Tripoli de Barbatie #0 
divisent en deux. catégories, coux qui sont condamnés a la relusion et ecux 
tun. aitnple exil limité, Les exilés comme les réctus seront nourris aux frais do 
Brat, qui les pourvoim co qui leur est nécessaire. Considdrant aussi la position 
dans laquelle vont so trouver quelques unes des fumilles de ces condamnés, 
privécs do toutes ressources ct sans soutien, le Gouvernement fournira i celles 
4qui auront le plus besoin les moyens de leur existence, 

-Ayant aussi compris coxbicn les inquiétudes dea familles de ees condamnée 
sernient vives ai elles ignoraient leur sort, je is adresser i cos farnilles ds lettres 
ouverte pour los rassurer of Jes persuader qu’elles ne devaient pas. erwindre 
pour Ja viede leurs proches. Les familles de quelques-uns des dite prisonniers 
vont venus fei et ont obtenu Ia permission de voir les Jeure. Nous avons fait ce 
qui Gait striotement compatible aveo la justice et l'humanité 

Tout A vous, 


(Signé)~—PUAD. 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 15. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, March % 

T HAVE the honour to transinit herewith, for your Exeelleney’s inform 
tion, copy of a petition from the Druses of the Lel praying that the 
Governaneat of the Mountsia may not be confided to a member of the fatnily 
of Shebab. 

‘The persons who have sent in this document my be considered to represent. 
‘the true sentiments of the Druse nation; and among the signatures will be 
found the names of the chief members of most of the great houses of the 
Lebanon. 

T havo reavon to believe that « Shobab rule would be equally odious to the 
Orthodox Greeks, to Greck Catholics, and toa considerable portion of the Maronite 
nation, 

T have, fe. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 15. 


Patition 


(Translation.) 


fount Lebanon have presented petitions in which they » 

Government of the Shehab family, and their return to rule over the whole of 
Moun Lebanon ; but as the said fiinily were for & long time in the exercive of 
power in the Lebanon, we are not in ignorance of what their rule and mode of 
proceedings was: we also well know that during their past goverment. their 
chief object was to create dissension amongat the poople, cause intrigues, possess 
themselves of their properties and ruin the ad it was that family who 
fostered hatred between Druses and Christions, and laid the foundat of 
animosity. Moreover, these Emirs formerly considered thesc two seots in Mount. 
Lebanon as one. They were also the authors of all the disturbances which have 
taken place, and the first cases of intercepting the roads and of assassination, 
took place in their districts, 

Keowin therefore, as we do, that their restoration to autbority in the 
Lebanon, as called for by the Christians, will be its complete ruin, wo cannot 
dwell within theirjurisdiction ; therefore, confident in the justice of the Imperial 
Government, and the existence of liberty, we have felt emboldened to lay bi 
his Excellency Fund Pasha, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, a petition stating 
‘that we cannot consent to the rule of the said Emirs, otherwixe we should 
never enjoy tranquillity; and we further implore that we be not compelled to 
accept. them. 

‘The object of our petition to your Lordship is to excite your solicltude and 
zeal in our behalf, to prevent our being forced to accept the rule of the said 
Emirs of the Shebab family, which would cause us to ebandon our homey, and 
entail our consequont ruin. And as the equity of your Government and their 
high sense of justice are directed in favour of the tranquillity of roankind, and 
the prosperity of all countries, we repeat our prayers to your Lordship, earnestly 
soliciting your assistance in our favour. 

[Bollow forty-nine signatures, consisting of the principal members of the 

Neked, Talhook, Abd-el-Melek, and other Druse families 


Inclosure 12 in No. 15, 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrovt, March 24, 1861. 

1 REGRET to stato that, as your Excellency will see by Mr, Acting 
Consul Wrench’s deapateh of the 20th instant, a great nuinber of Christiane have 
again begun to leave Da c and some even erigeating. (rom 

G 








Syria altogether, and have taken ship for Athens and other parts of Europe 
their passage, I am told, having been paid by French agents, 

he renewal of the exodus from Damascus is not to be attributed, as far 
as I can learn, to any particular panic, although a Christian has been eaught in 
the act of chalking up crosses on the doors of some of the houses of his neigh 
bours. It is rather to be referred to the stagnation of all trade, the absence of 
‘any prospect of improvement in their condition, and the encouragement given to 
the movement by the French agents, who not only give money to those who are 
‘anxious to quit, but even counsel them to go. 

‘The only remedy it would be possible for the Government to apply to this 
state of things, would consist in a large expenditure of money in the rebuilding 
of the Christian quarter of Damascus ; in the payment of a fair indemnity to the 
Lebanon, and in such other acts of liberality as are perfectly incompatible with 
the present complete exhaustion of its Treasury. 

To give your Excellency an idea of the destitution of the Government, I 
may mention, confidentially, as a fact of which I am certain, that not only has 
Fund Pasha been obliged to decline payment of so small a sum as 1,000L, 
Preferred on him by the Ottoman Bank, but he has even demanded the renewal 
of a bill of a couple of hundred pounds accepted by himself on behalf of his 
son some months ago. 

Under the umstances your Excellency can understand how unsatis 
factory tho state of the country must be, and how difficult it hns become to 
restore confidence or to inspire the inhabitants with encouragement for the 
fature, The springs of industry and the energy of the people are equally 
parulyzed, the action of the Executive is hampered at every moment by its lack 
of money and oredit, and in most of tho principal towns all the usual social and 
commerbial relations romain dislocated, As may be easily imagined, designing 
permons take eager advantage of the opportunities such n situation afforde, A. 
propaganda is conducted aginst the Government, ite prestige is being gradually 
destroyed, its blunders are exaggerated, ite beat intontions are calumniated, and 
Europe is deluged by misrepresentations which, under other circumstances, could 
bbe casily silenced and corrected 

Lhave, 8. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





No. 16. 
Earl Cowley to Mr. Hemmond—(Received April 4.) 
(Telegraphic.) Paris, April 4, 1861. 
NOT having been instructed to do so, I have never mentioned Said Bey’s 


pame to M.Thouvenel, but I have more than once alluded with him to Dufferin’ 
servations ou the sentences passed at Beyroat, 





No, 17. 
Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J, Russell—(Received April 5.) 


(No, 205,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 25, 1861 

T HAVE the honour to state, with reference to your Lordship's despatch 
No. 101 of the 23nd ultimo,* that on the receipt of your Lordship's telegram, on 
the same subject, of the 26th of February, I urged thie Porte ta collect u salficient 
force in the Lebanon for the protection of all classes of subjects of the Sultan 
in Syria, 

Ubave already informed your Lordship in my despatch No, 26 of the 8th of 
Januaty;t that this instruction has been anticipated ; and I may now add, that 
2,000 Cavalry aad from 3,000 to 4,000 Infantry are being sent to Syria forthwith, 
A sum of about 40,0002. has likewise been remitted to Fund Pasha. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 





1. No, 497, + Tbid. Ne 334, 





No. 18. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lordl J. Russell.—(Received Aprit 5.) 
(No, 209,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 23, 1861. 
IN reference to my despatch No. 50 of the 18th of Janunry,® I inclose to 
Your Lordship the copy of a communication from Lord Dufferin. ‘The test, 
which it appears I misunderstood, was open cither (othe interpretation I put of 
+ or that which Lord Dufferin now gives, and which was the intended act 
real one. 
Tain happy to find that with respect to over-extension of foreign protection, 
Lord Dufferin and myself perfectly agree. me 
Thave, &. 


(Signed) ~~ HENRY L, BULWER. 
— 
Inclosure in No, 18, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, March 4, 1861 
(See Part I, Inclosure 2 in No, 521.) 


ee eee 


No. 19, 


No, 201) Si He Baler to Lord J. Russell —(Received April 5) 
(No, 221, 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 27, 1861. 
IN a despatch dated the 7th inetant, Lord Dufferin has forwarded to 4 
Deoae ec emrtoRatories of the several Druse prisoners lately ted bo the 
ayrout Extraordinary ‘Tribunal, This despatch was sccorapared wee eens 
from Mr. Moore to Count Pisani, requesting that | would without delay forward 
the whole of the interrogatories to your Londsh i 
As, however, it has not. yet been pomible to make copies of these ver 
voluminous documents, and it bas ‘been determined to refer the further consider: 
tion of the sen so8 to be carried out to the decision of the Porte, I huve beo 
reluctantly compelled to defer transmitting these papers to your Lordship until 
hey have beon copied, as it will be impossible for wne'to do ice to the subject 
in any discussion which may arise bere, unless I'am in possesion of the evidorcs 
upon which the Court at Beyrout has noted, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER, 


Se et 


No. 20, 
Lord J, Russell to Earl Cowley, 


(Telegraphie.) Foreign Off 5, 186 
rap! reign Office, April 5, 1861. 
J HEAR Lon! Dutferin wit! be obliged to come home on account of health, 
State this to M. ‘Thowvenel. “He will stay, however, to finish Report 


SSS SSS 


No, 21 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley, 


(Telegraphic.) reign Office, April 6, 1861, 4 y.y, 
I HAVE received the following figures from Six Hp. 
Constantinople, April 4 ee TL Bulwer, dated 
“Lam glad to reesive your Lordship's Instruction about Said Be 
® conversation with Aali Pasha on this matter last night, ard sarnst fie an 
smuseauences which the execution of the Bey would produce, Ido not think 
that he will yield to the menaces of the French Ambassador, which perhaps 
* See Part I, No, 337 








4 


: : was evidently much alarmed by 
have gone beyond his instructions; but he wa ; med by 
ress cm begged me not to mention his name, but to request Lord Co ley i 
do his utmost at Puris to induce the French Government to moderate i 


demands on this subject.” 





No. 22 


Lord. J. Russell to Bort Cowley. 

(No. 415) 
My ‘el. Foreign Office, April 6, 1861 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency the Queen's ratieations, under the 
Great Seal, of the Convention prolonging the term for the secupation of Syria, 
whieb; as the Plenipotentiary of Her Majesty, you sized on the 19th lime 
with the Plenipotentiaries ofthe Emperor of Austra, the Emperor ofthe Freach, 
the King of Prusis, the Emperor of Rass, and the Sultan; and 1 am to desire 
that your Excellency will exchange the same against similar iostruments ratified 
by those Sovereigns respectively. inks 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No, 23. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 


No, 422.) r 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 6, 1861 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 344 of the 19th ultimo,* I herewith 


transmit to your Excelleney draft of a letter to the Lords Commissioners of 


the Adminity, containing the instructions wth which Her Majesty's Government 
propose to furnish the Admiral who may be selected for the Seana ae Co 
sgondron which it is intended to dispatch to the coast of Syria from the Ist of 
May next, “. eee 

TT" have to instruct your Excellency to communicate this draft to 


M. Thouvenel for the concurrence of the French Geveripent 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL, 


er a 
No, 24. 
Kart Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 7.) 
(Telographic.) Paris, April 7, 1861, 11 a.st 


THE French Government will not, I think, press to extremities the execu 
tion of Said Boy, but they will certainly insist ou his perpetual imprisonment 





No. 25. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 


Foreign Office, April 8, 1861, 10°55 a.m. 
legraphic. 

e TSHALL be quite satisfied with a sentence of perpetual imprisonment on 
Said Bey 








No. 26. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No. 210) 
si Foreign Office, April 8, 186) 

1 HAVE not yet given you an answer upon the various questions raised in 
your despatch No. 19 of the 8th January, 186; 

The events which have taken place in Syria, the deliberations of tho 
Comminsion, the reference to the Porte, the Sultan's peremptory rejection of the 
plan proposed by Lord Dufferin, have all tended to throw light—though uot a 
very favourable light—upon the policy to bo pursued in Syriac 

T ‘agree with your Excellency that the Maronites appear, whether in 
Pursuance of old hatreds or inspired by new fears, to have meditated an attack 
on the Druses, and that the conflicts which ended in massacre began in elvil war 

The Turks, it would seem, thought that whether the Maronites Killed. the 
Druses, or the Droses killed the Mnronites, each way was theft gain, ‘They 
appear to have calculated that the quaai independence of Maronites and Druste 
a established in 1842-45 would thereby be weakened, aud the necessity. of 
maintaining order would afford the Sultan an excuse for putting an ond to 
state of things which subsisted in defiance, as it were, of his woverein authority, 

The view taken by Lord Dufferin was, at least, plausible and consiste 
He proposed that a Governor-General, named for a fixed term of years, should 
have @ permanent authority, and that a Christian Pasha should yovern the 
Mountain, controlled by the Civil power, and assisted in case of ned. by the 
aiilitary force of the Goveenor-Gener 

{The only question of difference which arose in the Commission was whethor 
this Cheistian Pasha should be a native or not native of the Mountars and 
thon, this question four out of fire of the Commissioners were of opinion that 
the Christian Pasha should not be « native 

But at this point the Sultan's advisers took the alarm, and declared that 
they never would consent to the appointment of a Governor of Syria with ox 
Authority resembling that of the Pasha of Egypt 

Upon this subject 1 quite agree with the principle laid down by your 
Excellency, that Syria. ought not to be placed as a province in relation to the 
Sultan differoot from that of the other provinces of the Turkish F 
that if Syria is to be detached administratively from the genoralpover sn 
the Turkish Empire, its separation will be deomed n procedent for dealing 
samme way with any and every other province in which disturbances 4 
oo thus a foundation would be Inid for the dismemberment of the Turkish 

mpire, 

Sut this principle must not be carried too far, to the detriment of that vo 
unity of the Empire in favour of which it is invoked. 

In the moro flourishing days of the Turkish Empire there were, if Lm 
not, great officers called Beyler Beys, who governed Routnelin and Anatole 
with extended and surmary powers. But they were at all times, in Turk 

“satues of glass,” and could be shivered to picces by u blow of the 
Sultan's sceptre. 

An these days of comparative weakness the Sultan's advisers appear to 
Aread the vigour and energy of his own officers quite as much as the interlerenre 
of forvizn Powers, Thus, for instance, Omer Pusha bad, in a former case of 
disturbances in Bosnia, made a name for himself by his severity nnd his sureco, 
in putting them down ; and there can be little doubt that if he had been sent 
there last nutuinn that province would not have been in a state of revolt i a 
spring. But the success of Omer Pasha miitated against him, and yc 
was kept in Bosnia who could not inspire anybody with fear, while 
everybody with contempt. 

Let me now return to Syria. Lord Dulferin has expressed the opinion at 
which ‘he has arrived that, if from jealousy of @ servant too wble nat 
ambitious, the Porte is determined not to have a Governor of Syria but te hen 
authority divided between two Governors, one of Damascus. ‘and one at Sida, 
the plan of the Commissioners must fill to the ground’ In that ae at 


vernor 
ho inspired 


* See ante, 8 
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Christian Pasha would be too powerful for his position, and the Mountain would 
be divided between Maronites, Grecks, Christians, and 

Itis obvious that this modification of the original e leaves the Lebanon 
& prey to the rivalries, hatreds, murders, and atrocities which have been its 

tune from 1842 to the present day 

But Her Majesty's Government have not the responsibility of this result: 
If the Government of the Sultan dread the influence aud authority of their own 
servant soore than the prospect of renewed conflicts and permanent oppression, 
with possibly other evils in prospect, Her Majesty's Government will do nothing 
to impair the independence of the Porte. They give friendly counsels; they do 
not insist that those counsels shall be accepted. 

Lom, &e. 
(Sizned) J. RUSSELL, 





No. 27. 
Kart Cowley to Lord J, Russell—(Reeeived April 9.) 


(No. 533,) 


My Lord, Poris, Aprit 8, 1861. 

A FEW hours before your Lordship's telegram of 4 ra. of the Sth instant, 
transmitting one addressed to you ir Henry Bulwer, reached me, I had 
received another direct frorn that Ambassador, referring to the same subject, viz., 
the efforts making by M, do Lavaletto to procure the execution of Said Boy 
Joudlat. A copy of this telegeam, as far ax it could be decyphered, is inclosed 
for your Lordships information. 

Although your Lordship did not instruct me to take any steps with 

rence to the intelligence which you transmitted to me, L could not but presume 
that it was your intention that I’ should act in accordance with the deaire 
expresed therein by Sir Henry Bulwer, while you Jett to my discrotion the 
mode of action, and Lean assure your Lordship that I never felt myself in » 
ore dificult, position. 

In the first place, M. ‘Thouvenet had shown more than once a decided 
aversion to enter with io upon the question of the sentences passed at Beyrout. 
In tho next, I feared that in forcing him to discuss them, I should provoke from 

m, in & moment of irritation, some declaration from which he might find it 
afterwards dificult to withdraw. ‘The cause to which I had to plead, I knew to 
be most ungrateful to French ears, Said Bey Joublat has boon for years the 
object of French hatred, not to xay of French persecution, and although 1 had 
been willing to hope that Lord Dufferin's powerful reasoning, powerful because 
impartial, would have led M. ‘Thouvenel to nequiesce in the justice of the British 
‘Commissioner's conclusions agninst the exeeution of that Chieftain, | was not #0 
sur that aby aotive laterference on my part in his favour would not produce a 
result the opposite to that which Her Majesty's Government desired—I moan, 
provoke the French Goverament to persist in, ther than to dest from, thir 
premureat Constantinople, to obtain the ratification by the Porte of the seutences 
passed at Beyrout. 

After reflection, therefore, I determined to sound M. Thouvenel thr 
third person, and addressing myself to a mutual friend on whose discreti 
concihatory disposition 1 could rely, I requested hits to see M. Thouvenel. ‘The 
following wus to be the statement which he was to make to him 

‘That I had learnt with great concern that M. de Lavalette was urging the 
Porte to order the execution of Said Bey Jonblat; that T had hoped that Lord 
Duflerin's tunanswerable arguments would have prevailed for a remission of the 
sentence; that it was impossible for Her Majesty's Government, coinciding ax 
thoy did in tho opinion of their Commissioner, to consent to this execution; and 
that I was most ansious therefore to come, if possible, to some understanding 
with M. Thouvenel, which should put an end to this unscemly struggle between 
the Embassies at Constantinople for the life or death of an individual ; that if 1 
addressed his Excellency through « third person, it was beeause he had shown 
such repugnance to converse with me directly on the subject of the Beyrout 
ventenioes, that I feared a foreed discussion of them between us would not be 
conducted with that calmness which the serious the question at issue 
imperatively demanded. Without having recourse to any menace I nevertheless 
let it be understood that Her Majesty's Government would hold the Porte 


responsible for the life of Said Bey, inasmuch as the Sultan's Ministers, after 
being made acquainted with Lord Dufferin's opinion, had assured Her Majesty's 
Ambassador that the Bey’s life would be spared. 

Having thus prepared the way, and having allowed M. Thouvenel's 
irritation, which Tam told was excessive, to vent itself to another, I saw him 
myself this afternoon. I had been previously informed that although he would 
possibly give way upon the question of Said Bey’s exeention, he would insist 
upon his perpetual imprisonment, but I was cautioned not to expect him to say 
as much to me, and I was advised to ask for the Bey's complete acquittal, in 
order that the middle term of a commutation of punishment tnight afterwards 
be suggested and adopted. If 1 at once proposed this, I was assured that it 
would not be accepted. I should alvo add that M. ‘Thouvenel had declared 
that he had never seen Lord Dufferin's observations until they were com- 
municated to him yesterday. 

When I went'to M. Thourenel I found him labouring under great anxiety 
in consequence of the dangerous illness of one of his children. Our converss- 
iow, therefore, was necessarily short, and, indeed, I should have been unwilling 
to engage in it nt all had he not himself encouraged me to do so, 

ho aum of his observations was this—that the sentences of the ‘Tribunal 
at Boyrout, confirmed by three out of the five Commissioners, ought to be 
executed, unos the Porte as Sovereign ordered otherwise; that it being the 
custom at Constantinople that all sentences of death pasyed in Turkey should be 
examined into by Court appointed for that purpose, and presided over by the 
Sheikh Islan, this course should be followed in the present instance ; that he 
hind not had time to read through attentively all the papers connected with this 
air, bot that he would do so with the desire of fortning ax impartial opinion ; 
that he had sent no instructions to M. de Lavalette to inaist on the execution 
of Said Bey ; that he had simply expressed to that, Ambassador the opinion that 
the sentences pasied: at Beyrout should be sanctioned by the Porte; that it 
seemed to him that the question of Said Boy's execution, whether considered 
judicially or politically, must be determined at Constantinople, and that he could 
not conceive, therefore, why 1 made proposals upon the subject to him. 

T replied that I had tande no. proposals, nor had T received instructions to 
make any. I bad simply acted with the desire of preventing » question of the 
life or death of an individual from beooming an object of atnife between the two 
Governments, 

‘Tho subject then dropped, M. Thouvenel déclariog himself unablo under 
prosont cireumstances to nrgue the case with me. 

‘The impression left upon me by this abort conversation is, that ifthe Porte 
will propose to’ mitigate she sentence of death passed on Said Boy to imprison. 
mont for lifo the French Government will sequicsce, but that they desire that 
the initiative shall be taken by tho Porte, 00 that they may not appear to be 
making a concession to Her Majesty's Government, 1 will telegeaph in this 
sense to Sir Henry Bulwer. 

L have oaly to add that Thave thought it better to wet throughout in. this 
matter rather as if 1 was followiog my own inspirution than as acting under 
instructions from your Lordship, M. ‘Thouvenel's irritation upon the subject is 
excomive, as T feared it would be, and itis advisable that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment should not appear to interfere unless something like a protest should become 
tieccssary. It must not be forgotten that the Frenely Governtnent have to contend 
wot uitly with publio opinion here, but with all the local prejudices of the 
Lebanon, and, moreover, with the morbid and excited fectings of the ¢rooy 
Syria. Said Joublat's. condemnation had been hailed as a thumph, His ececus 
tion was to satisfy their thirst for vengeance, Your Lordship can imagi 
therefore, what it must cost the Gavernment to lot him eseape. 

Thave not as yet informed M. Thouvenel that vour Lordship will be contented 
with a sentence of perpetual imprisoument on the Bey. think it better to wait 
a day or two, 

1 believe, but cannot affirm, that instructions have been sent to M. d 


lo 
Lavalette to desist from hie pressure upon the Porte, 


.. _Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 
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No. 28, 
Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer 


Foreign Office, April 9, 1861 
L HAVE received from Lord Dufferin a copy of his despatch to your 
Excellency No. 139 of the 23rd ultimo on the subject of the future government 
of the Lebanon; and I have to state to you that Her Majesty’s Government 
regret that the first project of a single Christian Pasha, not i native of the 
Mountain, under a single Governor of Syria, could not be carried into effect 
T have, however, to acquaint your Excellency that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment approve the project for the re-organization of the Lebanon, of which a 
copy was inclosed in Lord Dufferin’s above-mentioned despatch, as nothing 
better could be obtained. ‘The Pasha of Saida ought to be selected for his 
honesty and energy, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No, 224) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Aprit 10, 1861 
1 TRANSMIT, for your Excellency’s information, two printed copies of a 
despatch from Lord Datfer'n,® inclosing and containing observations upon a 
Totter which has been addressed to the Buropeen, Commissioners in Syria by 
Bishop Tobin and three other Maronite Prelates respecting the denuniciatory 
liste of Druses furnished to his Exeelleney Fuad Pasha. 
Tam, &o. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 30. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer 
(No. 227.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 10, 1861 

I HAVE received from Lord Dafferin the plan for the re-orgonization of 
the Lebanon which, with cortain reserves on the part of the French Come 
missioner, has been generally agreed to by the Commissioners of the allied 
Powers at Beyros 

Her Majesty's Government would have much preferred a plan based, as was 
originally contemplated, on.a single Christian Pasha not a native of the country, 
by whorn the Government of the whole Mountain would have been administered, 
But as the Porte would not consent to appoint a Governor-General for Syria, 
‘and as the Governor of Saida would not te strong enough to control a Pasha of 
the Lebanon, the second plan now recommended almost unanimously by the 
Commissioners ought, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, to be 
accepted. 

But if obstacles not to be overcome should oppose the adoption of the 
second plan, the only alternative that would remain would be to fall back on 
the first plan, and to endeavour so to modify it as to meet the objections of the 
Porte, With this view it appears to Her Majesty's Government that a 
Governor-General of Syria, removeable overy three or six years might be 
appointed, and a Commander of the Forces, removeable at any time by the 
Sultan; the government of the Lebanon being entrusted to a Christian Pasha 
not a native of the Mountain. 

‘As regards the plan now proposed by the Commis the only 
observation that I have at present to make is that, ia Article 3%, it would 
be safer to substitute for the word “exiger” the word “recevoir.” ‘The 


© See Part 1, No. 526 and Inchon 
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former expression would still leave it open to the police to levy contributions 
indirectly in the shape of bribes or gifts on the poorer classes who might 
desire to conciliate their favour, while the latter would close the door agninst 
their receiving from the peasantry any contributions in any shape whatever as an 
addition to their recognized emoluments. : 
am, &e 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 31. 
Colonel Burnaby to Lord J. Russell {Received April 10.) 


My Lord, Beyrout, March 29, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the copy of a Memorial 
which is now being signed by the European merchants of Boyrout and the 
Lebanon, and which is addressed to the me: of the Paris Conference on Syrian 
Affairs. 

1 have, &e. 
Signed) BDWYN S. BURNABY 


Inclosure in No. 31 


Memorial, 
(Translation) 

THE Undersigned European merchants and mantifucturers established i 
Beyrout and the Lebanon sce with deep regrot the very sorious evils arising fron 
tho hesitation now evinced by the Paris Conference in its. deliberations ns to. the 
duration of the occupation of Syria by a European force, and consequently deem 
it their duty to address the prosont petition to the Representatives of the said 
Conference, supplicating them in the name of humanity to take into consideration 
tho permanent duration of the occupying force until the thorough organisation 
of Syria aball be complete, inasmuch as it is indispensable to the solution of the 
Very question under their consideration, 

his necessity, exigont ax it mi y not at first wight be 
appreciated by those hitherto unable to understand the existing state of affairs in 
tho country, but it is nevertheless the only rational safeguard for the interests of 
all, and at the same titng those who think the oceupation already too lone may 
on the contrary, be certain of a more prompt in that they will naturally be 
animated with a desire to render a moro efficient ‘assistance to m more spoody 
‘establishment of order and security, and, tely realize the objects 
for which the occupation hax been undertaken according to tho desire of the 
Great Powers, #0 that the occupation may. cease ax x00n as pore 

‘The Undersigned, strangers to all spirit of nati lity, are far from demand: 
ing that the occupation should be solely French, but European, as it ought to 
be, in accordance with the spirit of the Conference of Pari 

In case any decision contrary ta the present de arrived at far a 
stated time, which may be unable to tranquillize the public mind, th 
signed beg that the docision of the Conference be made koown to th 
that cach may devise such means of safety as ho may think best, whether f 
lifo or interests, be they private or commercial, hopeless us they must bo of wore 
seourity for the future 

Whilst awaiting this decision, all transactions remain in suspense, and non 
can conceive the losses that will arive thereby. 

‘Tho Undorsigned, relying on the wisdout of the Conference to savo au entire 
people from a total ruin, subscribe themselves with all respect duo to the member 
of so august an Assembly, &c 
To their Exe ncies the Members of the Conference 

for the Affairs of Syria, assembled at Paris. 








No. 32 


Earl Coley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received Aprit 10.) 
(No. 541.) 
My Lord, Paris, April 9, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of the telegram referred to 
in my despatch No. 533 of yestentay’s date, which { sent_yesterday evening to 
Sir Henry Bulwer, with reference to the execution of Said Bey Jumblat 

Thave, &c 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inolosure in No, 82. 
rt Cowley to Sir HI. Bulwer 


(Telegrnphie,) Paris, April 8, 1861, 10°15 rw 
IF the Porte will, of its own authority, commute the sentence of death into 
imprisonment for life, the French Government will, L think, acquiesce 
Her Majesty's Government agree to the commuted sentence. 


No, 33, 


Kart Cowtey to Lord J. Russell —(Received April 10.) 
(No. 544.) 
Paris, April 9, 1861 
of M, Thouvenel’s anxiety yesterday having happily conse, I 
<d to have a more lengthened convertion with his Excellency to-day, 
on the subject of Said Bek Joublat’s fate, 
M, Thouvenel repeated more at length what he had stated to me yesterday. 
He had read in the interim Lord Dutferin’s Memorandum, which I cannot but 
think, from expressions which fell from him, has made » considerable impression 
upon him. But as it was impossible for him to admit that the French Comni 
sioner had acted otherwise than conscientiously in supporting the sentence of 
death passed on Said Bek, I could not obtain a more favourable opinion of that 
chioftain's cas Indeed, M. Thouvenel argued against the immorality of 
making his an exceptional coxe, and said that if he was let off all the others 
ought tobe. Ldrew a distinction as aguinst those who bad actually committed 
murder. 
jot to wenry your Lordship with unnecessary details, my conclusion is that 
the best course to take ix to leave the whole matter in the hands of the Porte, 
M. Thouvenel engages to respect the Porte's decision, whatever it may be, and I 
believe { may add that he is well aware that this decision will be favourable to 
Said Bek. 
If, on the other hand, it is considered desirable that the judement of the 
Court of Beyrout should be impugned, his Excellency will make no objection to 
ng argued between the Porto and the Representatives of the Five 


, what he wishes to avoid is that the life uf Said Bok should appear 

ed through British influence, and this, not so much from any jelous 

sentiment, as ftom an apprehension of the bad feeling which would be gecemnted 
mance were such a supposition to take root. 

Nothing could be more moderate or more amiable than the whole tone of 
his Exeelleney's remarks, and I feel sure that if the Porte will act os I have 
ventured to advise in the inelosed telegram to Sir Henry Bulwer, this matter will 
be set at rest. 

Tn otier to make things as easy as possible to M. Thouvenel, I continue to 
take upon myself the solo responsiblity of these proceedings, a course which, 
under the circumstances, [ trast your Lardship will approve 

Thave, &¢ 
(Signed) COWL 
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Inclosure in No, 33. 
Earl Cowley to Sir H. Bulwer. 


(Telegraphie.) Poris, April 9, 1861, 5°15 vx. 

IF the Grand Council, to which, according to Turkish law, all sentences to 
death must be submitted for examination, will commute the sentence passed on 
Said Bek to perpetual detention, saying that in the doubts which had arisen 
they had inclined towards merey, the French Government will not impugn that, 
decision; but it is very desirable that the Porte should not seem to be yielding 
to British influence. 





No, 34. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley, 

(No. 431.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 10, 1861 

HER Majesty's Government approve the language held by your Excellency 
to M. Thouvenel, as reported in your despatch No. 544 of yesterday's dato, 
upon the subject of the wentence passed on Suid Bok Joublat 

So far as Said Ick Joublat's lifo ix in question, Her Majesty's Government 
have no objection to let it be known that their influesice at Constantinople inclines 
to the side of mercy. After the decisions of the Extraordinary T yrout, 
and of the Grand Council, on points of law and justice, the prerogative of meray 
still remains with the Sultan, and this prerogative Her Majesty's Government 
think ought to be exercised inthe case of a man the proofs of whose guilt are 
rather conjectural than conclusive 

If Said Bek Joublat is executed, Sir Henry Bulwer is directed to break off 
relations with the Porte. 

Tam, &e. 
Signed) J, RUSSELL, 





No, 35. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 442) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 10, (861 
1 TRANSMIT, for your Excellency's information, two printed copies of a 
despatch from Lord Datferin,® inclosing, and containing observations upon, a 
letter which hax been addressed to the European Commissioners in Sya by 
ishop Tobia and threo other Maronite prelates respecting the de y lista 
of Druses furnished to his Excellency Fuad Pasha, : 


T have to instruct your Excellency to communicate to M. ‘Thouvenel one 
copy of Lord Dufferin’s despatch cate to M. ‘Thouvenel. one 





Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 

(No. 41.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 12, 1861 
1 TRANSMIT, for your Excellency's information, tw 

from Lord Dutferin,* inclosing, and 

has been addressed to the Eurnpean Com 

and three other Maronite prelates, respecting 

furnished to his Excellency Fuad Pasha. 


two copies of a despatch 
ations upon, a letter which 

yria by Bishop Tobia 
the denunciatory lists of Druses 
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Lhave to instruct your Excellency to communicate to Prince Gortehako 
one copy of Lord Dulfferin’s despatch, 





No. 37. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell.—(Received As 
(No. 85.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, March 29, 1861 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lotdship's information, 
copies of further despatches which I have this day addressed to Her Majesty's 
Ambassador to the Porte. 
T have, &¢ 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 37. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, March 2 

WITH reference to my preceding despatch of the 23rd instant, transmitting 

copies of a correspondence between his Excellency Fuad Pasha and General de 

Beaufort d’Hautpoul, commanding the Freoch army in Syria, I have now the 

honour to transmit, herewith, for your Excelloncy's information, copy of a letter 

addressed by Ismail Pasha to his Excellenoy the Turkish Commissioner, repart- 
ing the result of the mission confided to him: 
T have, &e. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 37. 
Tanoit Pasha to Fuad Pasha. 


Excellence, Beyrout, te 21 Mars, 1861 
CONFORMEMENT aux ordres de votro Excellence jai fait un tour 
inspection de quatre jours Ala Montagne, et j'ai Thoneur de vous faire le 
‘rapport suivant. 
A Abéya, pendant le passage des prisontiers Druses, les femmes Druses et 
Chrétiennes se sont nssemblées et elles ont fait des voeiférations rcip 
les unes contre les autres. 2 
Liatfaire du curd Agabios qui se pissa le Tendemain est & part. Un soldat 
de Vescorte du ler Bataillon 4e Régiment Dersadet, suivis de quelques uns de 
ses camarades, alla chercher un ferblantier pour faire rear de (cuathara 
Conmmo la profession de ferblantier dans le pays est ordinairewent cxercée par les 
Juifs, et comme le curé Agabios, que j'ai su personnellement, a dans son costume 
et dans son turban noire l'spparence d'un Juif, Ye soldat lui a fait ta demande, 
‘*Etes-vous Juif ou Chretien ?” (*8en Yahoudi mi sin, Naram ti sin"). Le cure 
indigné de In demande, a répondu par quelques mots en Arabe dune voix dlevée, 
Sur quoi un autre soldat, irrité du ton de Ia réponse, lui a donné un soufilot. lies 
deux soldats ayouent leur faute. Celui qui a fait ln deroande est puni d'arrée 
Kautre qui a frappé receven selon la décision du Medjtis. du bataillan, vinet.c 
corps de biton a la fin da mois de Ramazan, quoique Agabiow n dete 
sw griice, I fiut remarquer que les soldats ne parlent « 
parle que I'Ambe ; mais les mots “ Yahoudi" et 
aux deux langues 
‘Quant ay bruit que les Druses d’Abeya et de Keffer Met 
poudre, fondent les alles, et préparent des eartouches, il n’e 


eu presque tous lex Chretiens d'Abéya réun y 








‘use nommé Kassim Abou Merchid 
4a poudre dans un mouchoir. 

A Keffer Metta les Chrétiens ot les Druses vivent en parfaite harmonic, 

Soit 4 Abéya, soit & Keffer Metta, il y a des Druses étrangers, ‘mais 
seulement les Druses de Deir-cl-Kamar qui ont peur de retoumer dans leurs 
anciennes habitations, 

A Deir-el-Kamar, les plaintes portées par les Chrétiens touchent la question 
argent pour la reparation des maisons, 

Je suis allé aussi & Beit-Bddin voir M. le Colonel d'Arrican qui a eu Ia 
bonté de m’entrete inéfaits et des bruits inquiétants parvenus & sa 
connaissance, } Personnelle que j'ai pour cet officier supérieur 
distingué, je ne pouvais pas recueillir aucun fait qui pourrait raisonnabloment 
fonner Wes inquictudes sericuses quant a Ia gireté des Chretiens. Il y uA 
El-Barouk un cuné nommé Nicola qui porte plusieurs bruits A la connaissanve de 
M. le Colonel d’Arrican, bruits déoués de fondement. Ainsi ce cure se 

util devant le Colonel que note Yourbachi (Capitaine) a El-Barouk 

vee les Druses en montrant une antipathic envers les Chrétiens. - Me 

rendant moi-méme & El-Barook, jai trouvé un nceord entre les Chrétiens et les 

Druses jusqu'au point que cing’ Druses du village retournés dernigrement au 

Hauran aprés »'btre présentés 4 Twutorité Torque sont allée baiser Ia main de 

furé Nicola. Outro ce curé il n'y a eu personne au village, soit Chrétien, soit 

Druse, qui ne serait loud luite équitable du Youzbachi. Ils m'ont 
apportés mime ua mazbata signé par Jes deux parties on sa fiveur. 

A Mouktara, le Général do Brigade Omer Pacha tient tne somduite 


louable. Chaque fait porté & la connnissance recoit une solution bas 
principes d'quité, do Ia justice, et de ln conciliation, S'l protege une 
sont platdt les Chritiens que les Druses, 

De retour fal touché aux villages de Keffra Ain Zahalta, Ain Dara 
et Medjdel Bana, ol les habitants labourent teanquillement leurs chy 


{Je erois de mon devoir de porter & la connaissance de votre Excelhonce quia 
Ain Anoub le curé Gergious, un sujet Ture, his chaque 


Dimaticho sur sn maison 
wap ietlon. Francais que j'ai vu de mes yeux. Kin Vinterrogeant quel on est le 

ns le curé ma dit que fe capitaine Franeais commandant la battere dartilerie 
veau Alo An de la colonne Frangaise marehant vera Doir-el-Kamar 
{ui a donné le conseil darborer to pavillon Francais, en lui en fhisant erin 
Le curé prétend que le nom du Capitaine ext Chérinl. Jai donné Vous wa 
Tus de ne plus faire cot abus, qui ne pout étre toléré ni par Pautorité supérieure 
Turque ni par la Francaise. 

J'ai, &e. 
Le Général do Division, 
(Signe) ISMAIL. 
$$ 


in No, 37, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir U1. Bulwer 
Sir, Beyrout, March 29, 1861, 
|, HAVE the satisfuction to inform your Excellency that both 


as private to 
myself, and 


of the Commission, his Excollency Fuad Casha has 
Hot to confiscate the property of the Druso Sheikhs 
This resolution Y must attribute to your Exeelleney's kind interferenee, and 
Faced not say how much Tam indebted to your Exeellency for having been 
od enough to take my representations on the subject into your constlectin. 
rete enorunt of whut decisions tay have been come to nt Comte. 
Teter pate {0 Said Bek Joublat; hut should the judgment of the Inn ens 
Femina sbe reversed, ax T trust it will be, Link it would be desieace that 
Fund Pasha should receive the most positive instructions to restored Personal 
property of this Chief to hin possession, 

With ‘an inattention to the exigencies of justice that the critical state of 
the country can only. partially excuse, ha, immediately followed the 
Tart ot te Druses by conftcating to the use of his Governmont re weeds 
thie moveable property as he could convert into money. Belure yen pe eiee 
af hie Rat Same of Said Bek's horses had been sold, aid a considerable conten 
of his harvests put up to auction. 

K 








4 


On remonstrating with his Excellency against the p 
these proceedings, the Turkish Commissioner observed that 
the imminent danger of starvati cl atened the Christians, he could 
not afford to be too tice the impendin 
crisis, and that there would be time 
sequestration of their property be not justified by 
the Gorerament to make the Reosesuy reparstio 

‘As this reasoning was not altogether devoid of sense, I did not think it 
advisablo at the time to insist farther in the matter; but should a decision 
favourable to Said Bek be arrived at at Constantinople, 1 trust that not only his 
estates, but also his personal property will be restored him 

Lhave, &e 
Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 37, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulver 


Sir, Beyrout, March 

I HAVE the pleasure to inform your Excellency that Yusef Bey Keram 
the Christian Kaimakam, bas at last succeeded in establishin 
those districts which, under the leadership of the blacksmith 
have so long refused to recognise any law but that which was dictated to them 
by their self-constituted Sheikh 

‘A few days ago Korum took advantage of « hostile demonstration on the 
part of Shabin, to march into his country, disperse his followers, and garrison 
all the revolted villages with his own police. Shahi hirnself is now in flight 

‘As your Excellency is probably aware, this put two years ago headed 
a rising of the pensants against their landlords of the Khazin family, whom they 
drove from thetr homes, with circumstances of great eruclty. Deprived of their 
property nd rents, these unfortunate persons have been living ever since at 
Beyrout in almost complete destitution, vainly appealing to the Government for 
redraw. ‘The movement by which they had sutfored being counte 
Bishop Tobia and the clergy, it became impossible for the con 
to reinstate them in their rights. 

Flashed with success, and taking advantage of the popular exciter 
various causes had combined to produce, Tannus Shabio and his sup 
to have been nective in promoting the hostilities which were designed against the 
Druises, and it was this individual who led the first armed band that passed 
tho Christin frontier into the Mixed districts. The Austrian Consul met him 
the day before the outbrenk at the Doz river, where he had fallen sick on hi 
way to Boabda and Hadeth: 

During my conversations with Yusef Keram, I had frequently recommend 

en to seize the frxt opportunity of capturing and restoring 

the Kbazin. Shelkhs to their property, inasmuch as such an act of vigour would 
probably win him the support of the blackwinith’s own adherents, ati him 
Glaims upon the gmtitude of a powerful fumily among ive aristocracy 
By constituting himself the representative of a moderate party, by protecting 
the people ngninst the exactions of an obsolete feudalism, and the holders of 
property against the excerses of a social revolution, it seemed to me he mi 
create for hinself » very useful position 

‘On receiving intelligence of his late successes, 1 forwarded him a private 
letter of congratulation, copy of which I have the honour to transtnit herewith, 
in which Thave alko called his attention to the caso of the Khazin Sheikhs. 
Unfortunately these Inttor persons are a little too tenacious of their aristocratic 
privileges, and they have been touch offended by an invitation which hax b 
Already addressed to thom by Yusef Keram, to submit their claims to the 
consideration of his Court, because it was not couched in the precise terms of 
honour they consider due'to their station. Kerutn, on the other hand, being 
their inferior in birth and jealous of his official authority, is naturally a lite 
too imperative in exposing the conditions on which he proposes to reinatat 
them. 





sett 
Keram’s reply to my communication will enable me to jud; hether he is 
sincere in his wish to restore the exiled Sheikhs, and whether, if this should 
be the case, he is steong enough to guarantee their safety. 
Fund, Pasha has acquainted the Kaimakam with his approval of his lute 
conduct, and be has enjoined him to the fugitive blacksmit! 
Thave, & 7 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYR. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 37. 
Lavit Dufferin to Yusef Keram. 


Sir, it Fo Begrout, March 28, 1861 
_AM much gratified to hear that you have «0 successfully asserted your 
authority in the various districts placed under your jurisdiction, POET : wily 
merited the approval of te Sultan's Government. . a 
It is also a pleasure to me to learn, that in pursuance of that itnpartial and 
just policy you have adopted, an invitation has been addressed to tho Sheikhs of 
the house of Kbuzin, to submit their claitns to tho consideration of the Tribunal 
of your Kaimakamiyeh, accompanied by an assurance that they shall obtain 
justice, It would appear that those persons have been subjected to very unfair 
fand cruel treatment. A revolutionary movement hax driven them from the 
homes ; they have been defrauded of the rents of their estates, and some of the 
family have been murdered. bape 
It would seem that your energy is likely to lend to a speedy punishm 
thor who were engaged in. these outrages, and that the restitation of tholt 
Fights will not be much longer withheld from the exile 
In their distress they have a 
ill-usage they have endured naturally 
themselves to fresh risks: 4 


I have told thom thut I entert 
ut I entertain porfect confidence in your powor and 

willingness to protect them, and I have advised thom to apply wo ou ww the 
Properly constituted authority, far the restitation of their property 7 

Before, however, they take so important a step, I xhould be glad 
‘an assurance from yourself, that notwithstanding the disturbed state 
the Kesrouan, you are ina position to ensure the safety 
the execution ‘of tho decree 


od family 
ideration, the 
re exposing 


1 res 
ned 


or 
Inclosure 6 in No, 37. 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer 
Sir, 
Sir, Beyrout, March 29, 1861 
mre HAVE ‘the honour to transmit herowith, for your Excellency's info 
, Copy of the twenty-sixth Protocol of the Syrian Commission, | Sy 
tion copy o h Protoo he Byrinn Cox held on the 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Anclosure 7 in No. 37. 


Protocol of the Twenty-sizth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, 


pial ats + held at Beyrout, 


LE Jeudi, vingt-un Mars, mil huit cent soixay 
nt réunis i Beyrout sous la prvsidence de F 
tune heure 


i tous les Commissaires 


‘and Pacha, la séance est ouverte i 
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Le procés-verbal de Ia demnidre séance ayant été soumis successivement 
Vapprobation des membres de la Commission et adopté séparément par ehacun 

. son Excellence Fuad Pacha’ invite ses collégues & vouloir bien lai faire 
connaitre Ie plan de réorganisation du Liban qu’ils viennent d'élaborer, et pour 
ln prompte communication duquel ils Vont engagé & retarder de quelques jours 
son voyage 4 Damas. 

Avant qu'il n’en soit donné lecture, M. le Commissaire de France croit 
devoir demander & Fuad Pacha quelle marche il compte suivre dans l’examen et 
In discussion de co document, et s'il est en mesure de faire dés aujound’h 
connaitre & la Commission la pensée de son Gouvernement sur la question de 
réorganisation. 

Son Excellence le Commissaire Ottoman expose qu’il n'a encore regu i oe 
‘sujet aucune instruction, et qu'un avis ne pourrait étre émis par lui qu’ad réfé- 
rendum, | Ne connaissant pas encore le projet et la nature des propositions qu'il 
contient, il Ini est d’ailleurs impossible de népondre a la question qui vient de 
lui ¢tre posée. Ce qui lui parait convenatile et méme nécessaire, c'est de donner 
lecture du projet et de Ini en Inisser copie. IL 'étudiera ensnite a loisir, et fera 
connaitre Ala Commission les diverses observations que ect examen lui mura 
wuggérées, I enverra. sans retard A In Porte et le-projet ct les observations 
aprés quoi la Porte, de deux choses Vunc, ou provoquern la réunion d'une 
conférence pour prendre une résolution définitive, ox, d’accord avec les cing 
Puissances, demandem i la Commission wn nouveau travail, 

M. de Weekbecker fait observer que le projet dont il vient d’ttre fait 
montion n été nreété par les cinq Commisaires d'un commun accord, Il leur 
reste it recevoir du Commissaire Ottoman I'assurance que la mesure hypoth 
Aue laquelle repose tout le projet pout étro réalisée, et A apprendre, par consé 
quent, vil y a liew pour eux de maintenie lourk propositions ot de les envoyer & 
lours Cours respeotives, apris en avoir développé le sens et Ia portée dans un 
mpport collecti 

M, lo Commissaire de France stempresse de rappeler que, #'l a pris part & 
la discussion des Articles de ce projet, ot s'il a cru devoir Jo parapher dans son 


ensemble, ce n'est qu'aprés avoir fait toutefois des réserves formelles sur ce 
principe qui tui sort de base. Ce projet n’a done point, tant sen faut, le carac- 
ere d'unanimité absolue que les paroles de M. le Commissaire dAutriche 
sombleraient de nature A lai atteibucr. 

M. le Commissaire Britanniquo remnargue a son tour que M. Béclard part 


Vouloir enlover wu projet le carnctare de eollectivité qui réaulte des cing paraphes 
qui y ont été apposés. Si des révorves ont précédé fadhésion d'un des Commis 
sitey, cox réserves en pareil matidre, telle est du moins opinion de Lord Dufferin, 
Hie peuvent concemer que dos dispositions accessoires ou des conséquences 
secondaires 
Si cleat contre le principe fondamental du projet que M. le Comenissaire de 
‘vance protests, alors son adhéaion au projet n'est qu’apparente ; on réalitd i} 
n'y adbire point, et M. le Commissaire Britannique wétonne que M. Béclard ait 
consenti A prendre part 3 Ia discussion dun projet dont In ime lui semblait 
mauvaise. Lord Datferin reeoonait que cette base ost hypothétique. Mais les 
explications de son Excellence te Piénipotentiaire Ottoman lui enlaveront ce 
caractére, s'il déckire que la mesure sur laquelle repose toute l'économie du projet 
ext réaliza Dans ce cas, les réerves de M. Béclard devmient, ce semble, 
tomber d'elles-mémes et laisser prendre au projet en question le carnctire dane 
parfhite collectivité. C'est en vue de cette éventualité que Lont Dufferin Iui- 
parapher un travail préparatoire qui sur beaucoup de points 
‘it pas enti’eement conform wopre pensce, I n'hésite pas i dire que, 
+l avnit eu & faire un projet individuel, celui auquel il se serait librement arnété 
oAt été tres-différent. Mais il n cru pouvoir faire des concessions en vue de celles 
que T'apposition dex cing paraphes wemblait indiquer de la part de ses collegues. 
M. lo Commissaire de France ne pense pas qu'il puisse y avoir licu entre 
ses collagues et lai A aucune espéce de malentendu, touchant le carsotére et lex 
conséquenoes de sa participation A la discussion du projet qui va etre hu. Les 
expressions de M, de Weckbocker étaient peut-dtee de nature a en faire naltre 
un dans Ia pensée de son Excellence lo Plénipotentaire Ottoman, M. Béclard 
s'est done cru dans Vobligation de rélever co que ces paroles avaient de trop 
absolu, en rappelant qu'il n‘avait paraphé le projet qu’aprés avoir fait des réserves 
form Cex réserves, it ne len a pax faites au dernier moment. Lorsque le 
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projet a été mis en discussion, il a tout dabord annoncé quil les ferait, et que, 
Sil consentait & prendre part 4I'éaboration d'un projet dont la base lui seanbler 
défeetueuse, était pour ne point empécher In Commission d'aboutir A rersision 
collective d'un plan queleougue de réorganisation. Il eroit devoir rappeler a ce 
sujet dans quelle situation ses collegues et lui se trouvaient placés avant. la 
rédaction da projet. Diverses idées avaient été présentées en sens contraire, et 
si divergentes les unes des autres que chacun des Commissnires allait peut-dtre: 
se trouver dans la nécessité de faire un projet sépuré, Un tel résultat cbt te 
AAcheux, puisque leurs instructions leur preserivaieat de faire un projot et un 
rapport collectifs. | M. Bécland a done eru devoir déclarer que, pour entter lange. 
ment dans l'osprit de ses instructions, il conscntimit i s'associer sans réaerve fle 
discussion de tout projet dont le principe téunirait au moins quelques adhesions, 
hon pas pour adhérer méme au principe, si le principe Ini semblait delectyeus, 
mais poor concourir dans sa mesure i Vevuvre de la Cowtaission, Creat co iil 
s'est loyalement efforeé de faire, et il est en droit do croire que ses réserves, 
annonoges & Yavance et développées dans une note dont ila denné lecture hike 
dernitre réunion particulidre avant que le projet ne fut paraphé, no. lniswent 
p ne incertitude sur Je caructére du projet en question, On peut dite 

e projet qu'il a été élaboré & cing, oais on ne peut pas se borner 4 dire, en 
termes généraux, qu'il ait été arrété d'un commun accord 

M. de Weekbecker déclare qu'il n'y avait point en effet de malentendu entre 
son colldgue de France et lui sur co point; M. Béclard, ubstraction faite du 
Principe sur loquel il a dlewé des réserves, ayant adhéré h Veuseruble des disposi: 
tions du projet. 

Lo Commissaire de la Sublime Porte observe qu'il lui est ted difficile de 
saivre une discussion dans Inquelle i est souvent fait allusion on. principe 
encore inconnu de lu, et il met opinion que le meilleur moyen do port 
Tumiére sur cet incident et d'avancer le travail de Ia Commission scrat do lite 
séance tenante le projet paraphé et lea réeceves qu'il eomporte 

M. le Conmminaire Russe appule cette observation ot tous aca collgues se 
Fangeant A cet avis i est donné Jecture du. projet do réorguniation (Annexe 1) 
ot dew réserves de M. le Commissaire de France ( Annexe 2), 

Sou Excalonce le Plénipotentiaie Ottoman déclare que toutes les apprécin- 
tions auxqueles il pourrait ke livrer sur ce projet ne peuvent &tre que enon, 
nelles et n'engagent en rien In responsabilité de. ron ent, auquel il 
doit en riférer pour tout ex qui concerne la reorganisation de la Montasce it 
4i somble, quant & lui, que Ie principe de Ia désgréeation des races, point de 
depart du projet qui vient de lui Mire communiqué, mériteruit d'etre’ pris en 
sétieuse considération. Di, lors des événements de 1842, on avait tonee 
ecourir A eet expédient poor’ paeificr la Montagne. Mais les yrande dithered: 
gun tell mewure dit nature rer dans Vapplication empdchérent 
'y donner suite, On doit reconnaitre toutefois que la profonde commotion lee 
EGvements de Vansée dernitre, et les déplacements de population quien oat 
ja été Ia suite, rendent aujourd'hui ln mesure peut-étee plus praticsble qu'elle 
te ait ily a vingt ans. “Il serait sax doute encore tres diffelle de. pricedes 
4 Vindemnisation, sinon des petits, au moins des grauids propridtaires des sane 
‘acon respectives; ear, si om peut aisément trouver Véquivalont d'un fonds te 
terre il n’en sera pas de méme pour es propriétés bites. Quoiqu'l ex cot 
son Excellence le Commissaire Ottoman, tout en réscrvant Vopinion do son 
Gouvernement sue I'étenduo et sur le principo méme de In disugrtpation, age 
ta Commission A rechercher, tandis quello est encore sur les liews, les conditin gs 
de sa mise i exécution, el Tu. pose Ja queation dle eavoir ni cetie mes as 
dans x0 pensée inséparable du projet, ou si elle pout en dine détachee 

MM. les Commissaires des Cing Puissasices sont unaaitement d 
Jeur appartiont pas de s'immiscer en rien dans les détails d'ane mesure 
tion dont ils doivent se borner & formule Ie principe. Ils erent wrain see 
toute leur téche, en stipulant, qu'une Commission Mixte, compose des Ronee 
sentants des populations intéressées devrait, sous In survelliznee: de foe eres 
locale ot des Agents des Cing Puissances, 64 pie de sa mise b exdoution 

Quant 8 In question de savoir si la mesure de désngnienting ooaecution 
naire indispensable de Vapplication du projet dans son ensemble ALM In 
taissires sont d'accord pour reconnaltre que, si la. désngrdgution Wenit 
Nalisable, ily aurait lien de leur part i rdiger un projet dene any Ct eas 
ions qui découlent du principe de désagrégation weralent modifies . 


‘Vis qu'il ¢ 


L 
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Son Excellence Fuad Pacha pense que, quel que soit le projet défnitif auquel 
on doive s'arréter, il devra étre rangé sous T'un on Vantre de ces trois chefs 

1. Administration direete de la Montagne par In Porte. 

2. Gouvernement d'un seul Chef Chretien et indigene. 

3. Conservation des priviléges municipaux. 

Son Excellence le Commissaire Ottoman n’bésite pas dire que, dans sa 
pensée, le Premier de ces. systdmes est le meilleur, parce qu'il ext 
onne la Porte une sutorité proportionnée & T'etendue des responsabilites qu’ou 
lui attribue. Mais il reconnaft que cette combinaison nouvelle, i laquelleon » 
grand tort de croite que Ia Porte ait jamais songé, rencontrerait aujourd’l 
Tordre moral des ditficultés probablement insurmontables, Aussi ne 
pes devoir insister, meme sur Je simple exposé de ves opinions personnelles h cet 
gard 

Te second systéme. i ses yeux, ext rendu, par d'autres causes, également 

impossible. Depuis 1840. les’ conditions du Gouvernement ont ¢ wngé dans 
{out V'Empire. | 1Emir Bechir administrait, comme administralcnt tous les 
Pachas, c'estadire, uveo une extréme rigueur, Cotte rigueur lui dtait néceasane 
pour maintente von wutorité sur dex populations de races et de rites contraires, 
wanes fivales ‘les une sles autres, Or, cette ancienne rigueur n'étant plus 
iuimissible aujourd’bui dans ta Montagne, pas plus que dans aucune autre partie 
& Empire, un Gouverneur Maronite verrait son pouvoir méconnu par les 
Groc-Orthodoxes, ow un Greo-Orthodoxe pur les Maronites, et inal de suite 
POUr toutes les races et tous les rites repréacatés dans In Montagne 

Reste dono, en dernidre analyse, le troisiéme principe, celui du waintien dex 
friviliges et des immunités de Ia Montagno par le développement des institutions 
Municipales. | Duns ce systime, att lieu de concentrer les pouvoirs, on est nati 
rollement conduit A Yew diviser et & éviter lex contlits, soit on séparint géogra- 
Phiquemient, si cela ext possible, lea diférents ments constitute. aujount hei 
Ticlangés de In Montagne, soit en leur donnant’ dos garanties égoles et particu. 
litres Ii oi cox éléments seraiont encore juxtaposés, ett Iaissant d'ailleas en 
pouvoir responsable toute Ia liberté Waction qui lui est nécesssire. Cost hee 
troisidine ayst?me que pratt se rattacher le projet qui vient d’étre lu. Son Exel, 
{ener promet d'en examiner attentivement les détails et do présenter par éorit h 
MM. les Commissaires ses observations, en méme temps que nsmettra 
4 40n Gouvernement. 

Ta mesure de désagnégntion reatant indécise par suite do limpossibilité ob 
se trouve son Excellence le Piénipotentiaire Ottoman de se prononcer, sans en 
réféser 4 Constantinople, M. de Weckbecker propose it sos colldgues d’laborer 
sur In deuxidme base, indiquée plas haut par Fuad Pacha, un nouy 
qui, si le premier était abandonné, 

‘uissanees, on servirait au moins a’ 
Contéretioe 
M, de 


tions. 

Lord Dufferin pense que, jusqu'h ce qu'il soit démontré que le projet, fondé 
sur lo principe de désagrégation, ext irréalisable, la Commission doit ten tenir ay 
plan qu'elle » d'abord proposé, 

M, Béclart rappollo que ses réserves suppliquent deux points exsentiels 
dla plas adopté: a In déwzréation, bac vacillante, hypothétique, lore 1 
que le Gouvernement y inque tout déplacement ne peut qu’étte 
{acultatif; 4 ta division du pouvoir en trois Caimacnmies, division qui diminucrait 
ateote la force du pouvoir, et rendrait par conséquent impossible la pacification 

4 pays. | Abstraction faite de ces deux points essentiels et des d w qui 

Sy, rattaohent, il y a dans Je projet d'assez nombreuses dispositions accessoltes 
quill trouve excelientes, t qui Vont déterminé dh s'associer par un paraphe a la 
demande de prise en considération du susdit projet. Il se uéclare prt tontelois 
A ontrer dons In discussion d'un nouveau travail 

M. Novikoff est d'avis que la Commission ne doit néetiger aucun moyen 
Wurriver it rédaction d'an projet et d'un rapport collectfs. Il faut aller, dital, 
Jusqu'h I dernitre limite possible des rapprochements, et ai par exemple les 
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réserves de M, Béclard 2 I'écard du projet sctuel, portant sur deux points 
essenticls, savoir, In désagrégation et: la division en trois Caimacamies, il était 
possible de s'entendre sur un projet sans désugrézation, au lien de deux réserves 
de la part de M. Béclard, il n’y en aurait plus qu’une, et ce serait. un pas consi- 
dérable de fait vers Taccord final de toutes les opinions. : a? 

Lord Dufferin déclare que, dans sa pensée, In Commission devrait s'en 
tenir i ce qu'elle m proposé. Cependant, si In majorité de ces col 
de rédiger un autre projet éventuel, il ne refusera pas de s'associer 
travail. ve 

Fuad Pacha constate que le projet qui vient de lai tre communiqué, est un 
projet adopté, mais non pas, ice quil parait, préféré. 

Les Commissaires qui y ont apposé leur paraphe sane réserve, repondent 
que ce projet a leur préférence, pruisquils Vont adopté, Si ln désagrégntion 
des races est possible dans la Montagne, ils n’bésitent pas a eroire que cette 
mesure est de toutes la plus propre a y rétablir ordre et la paix sur des basos 
solides. = 

Son Excellence le Commissairy Ottoman déclare de nouveau qu'il n'a 
Personnellement aucune objection A fnire en principe i la mesure de disagnd 
ion, auf l'avis ultéricur de son Gouvernement, ct Jes difficultés que lui révélerait 
Tétude des moyens d'exécution it laquelle il va xe liv 

M, de Rehfues est d'avis que Ia confiscation des eee Speatiacent aux 
Druses condammnés par le tribunal de Beyrout et par celui de Mokhtar est de 
nature A faciliter beaucoup In désagréeation, en ce qu'elle rend disponibles un 
grand nombre de terrains qui pourront étre livrés iimmédintement i de nouveaux 
poRscancurn 
Pe'gon Excellence Fuad Pacha répond que In confiscation des p 
appartenant aux Druses 1 wore décidée. La peine de la confiscation 
Wexistant pas dans Ia loi, il n'a pas pu Ia pronmeer Iui-iéme 1 whiner 
son Gouvernement. La réponse n'est pas encore eae de Constantinople. 
Mais it y a liou dis aujourd'hui de provoir que la confiscation dex bins appar- 
tenant aux notables Druses ne mottra pax dans In main du pouvoir les ressoutcon 
que Von suppose. 11 faudra dabord déduire decox bions coux qui étaient 
possédés par los condamnés du. chef de leurs femmes, et ensuite In valeur des 
dettes que minds avaient conte or se trouver 
débiteur par b fait méme de la confiscation. Eatin, dans la 
Montagne, en matiére de propriété, ni enregistrerocat, ni tittes, ni actos aucune 
cespice, ane grande quantité de oes’ proprictés se trouve réclamée par des patente 
des condamnés, sans qu'il y ait moyen de prouver qu'ils ne sont pas en effet les 
Hozitimes propriétaires. Toutes cox restitutions opérées en favour des fermen, 
‘des parents, et dex erdanciers des condamnés, il ne serait pas impossible que [a 
mesure de confiscation ne se transformit pour le Gouvernement en un déboursé 
de quelques millions de piastres, On avait beaucoup exagéré Ia fortune des plas 
riches dentee les Druses, et pour n'en citor qu'un exemple, Iv revenu en hulle 
dos terrex confisquées qui avait été estimé A 300,000 ooques ne ¥éldvo pus cette 
année A plas de 60,000 

M, le Commisssire de France ervit devoir & ce sujet demander a Fuad Pacha 
comment i euvisage In solution quil importe de donner le plas tot possible A ta 
question des indemnités. Ce que son Exeellence vient de dite rolativement In 
confiscation lui inspite de pémibles appréhensions. I avait toujours crt quo la 
confiscation des biens appartenant aux Druses condamnés offtienit au Gouverne- 
ment du Sultan le mayen le plus efficace, et en mame tomps le plus Iésitine, 
dindemniser les victimes de In Montagne. Du moment que cette ressoures 
sisparait, Vindemnité devient plos incertaine que jamais, et on ne sait quelle 
issue entrovoir i la situation. 

Quant aux vietimes de Damas, son Excellence avait promis dans ta dernidve 
séance de leur distribuer un d-eompte d’au. moins 12,500,000 pinstees quill 
slagissait de lever immédiatement sur In poptilation Musuliauno de In ville etden 
environs. | M. Béclird serait heureux dapprendre que le Pidnipotentiaire du 
Saltan a donné tes ordres nécessaires pour assurer V'exécution de cette. premiere 
mesure de réparation. 

En ce qui conceme ce dernier point, Fund Pacha répand que, son départ de 
Beyrout ayant été ajourné, ill n'a pas ‘cru pouvoir ordonner la levee de oct 
impét sans étre Ini-méme & Damas. Aussitdt qu'il y sera renda, oo ul sum 
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lieu trés prochuinement, il avisera, et la Commission peut etre certaine qu'il 
fera tout ce qui dépendra de lui pour réaliser les assurances qu'il a données a ce 
sujet. 

7°" Ga. question. relative. aus indemuitéa de la Monlegne a déjh res’ on 
commencement dexécution. Six. millions de piastres en argent ont été 
distribuées sur le total de 20,000,000 & 22,000,000, chiffre auquel séleve 
approximativement la sowme ces indemnités concernant les biens immobiliers. 
Des réquisitions de bois ont été faites partout od il y en avait. On en a 
affeoté le produit & la reconstruction des maisons. On a fait distribuer 1,200 lite 
aux plug nécessiteux, et 200,000 drahmes de graines de vere &soie sont déji 
enyoyés dans les difiérentes parties de Ia Montagne. C'est done environ 
5,000,000 9,000,000 do pinstres qui ont été di payées, c'est--dire, plus du 
tiers du total des indemités immobiligres 

Iyera facile de déduire de cos indemnités ce qui s été dG’ payé contre 
regu ; mais jl seru trés difficile d'dvaluer Vétendue des pertes mobilitres. Tl est 
probable quo dans certnines localités tes habitants ont pu s‘enfuir en emportant 
tout ou partic de leurs offots. Lex mayens dinformations manquent & pea prés 
complitement, et los populations abusent de cette circonstance pour faire des 
réclimations tellement exagérdes qu’ellea touchent &Yabsurde, C'est ainsi que, 
pour ne parler que des réclamations faites par des sujets étrangers, la masse de 

cons quils prétendent avoir perdue Gquivaudrait, d'aprés leurs propres appré- 
jotions réunics, au maximum de ce que la Montagne peut produire en deux 

M. Béclard_exprime les rezrots sincires et profonds que lut ins les 
diversex explications dans lesquelies vient dentrer son Excellence le Commissaire 
Ottoinnn au myjet de ln question des inderanités,tant 4 Damas que dans la Montagne, 
Liexagdration dew riclamations ne prouve quiune chose i ses yeux, c'est que les 
retards apportés par le Gouvernement i examen et i la solution de cette question 
jettent Valarme dans les eaprity, ct que lex victimes so croient obligées de réclamer 
beaucoup plux quil ne lear ext dd dane In erainte elle ob elles xe 
trouvent dene rien recevoir du tout. Il serait d nécesaire de régler 
Vaffaire des indomnités, que la contribution 
#en souvient, d'un commun accord, a éé néanmoin née. M. Je Com= 
missaire de France s’étonne que Fuad Pacha ait oru devoir ajourner V'exéeution 
de la promesse qu’il avait faite A la Commimion de lover une contribution pour 
payer un premier decompte aux vietines de Damas, en faveur desquelles rien 
absolument n's encore été fait, Cotte mesure et il exprime ovis 
qu'elle pouvait probablement setfectuct sans que son Excellence se fit trans. 
portée de su personne it Damas. 

M. le Commisaire de Russie exprime a son tour la méme opinion, et 
réclamo un prompt réglement de toutes les indemnités. Selon lui, c'est une 
question urgente que la Comission doit mettre i Vordse du jour de’ sex discus- 
sions, car la seule perte de temps occasionne aux victimes un prijudice 
considérible, Elles ne peavent se remettre au travail, et en perdent méme 
Vhabitade. “La solution de eotte question ext d'ailleurs, comune cello de la 
répression, intimement lide nu rétablissement de Pordre matériel et moral dans 


Drases, décidée, on 


ce pays. 
PME de Weokbocker pense quill faudmit d'abord pour la Montagne, comme 
pour Damas, adopter un mode d’enquite sommaire, et fixer au préalable. la 
6 totale des Indemuités a repartir entre tous les ayant-droit 
périence dex six derniors mois ayant démonteé Ia lentour des modes 
fea et expéditite d’administration, M. de Rehfues ayoue qu'il se sontirait 
axes disporé hk recommander pour le paiement des indemoités de la Montagne 
Vemploi dan procédé méthodique et régulier. 
xcellence Fund Pacha, éprouvant de In difficulté A régler tui-méme te 
mode denquéte que Yon devrait suivre pour la fixation des indernnités de la 
Montagne, exprime Vidéo qui lui est venue d’instituer une Commission qui sera 
chargée de régler Je mode d'enquéte qui serait prescrit & d'autres Commissions 
Mixtos, destinges i dtre envoyées dans le pay* pour y recueillir les éléments 
\ispensables au néglement détinitif dela question. —Cétte Commission Centrale 
rédigera des instructions dont sou Excellence promet de donner connaissance 
ta Commission, 
Son Excellence le Commissaire du Sultan remet a la Commision un 
Tableau, contenant Ja Uste nominative des Druses qui viennent pur son ordre 


transportés i Tripoli de Barbarie, oit ils subiront dans une forteresse ta peine de 
la détention & laquelle ils ont ¢4é condamnés. Ce Tableau (Annexe 34) contient 
en outre Vindication des charges qui pesaient sur les condamnés, et de Is durée 
de Vemprisonnement que chacun deux a encouru, 

La séance est levée & cing heures et demic. 


(Suivent les signatures.) 


Annexe No. 1 
Projet de Reorganisation de la Montagne. 
1, IL sera procédé & Ix séparation ethnographique des Chrétiens et des 


opirant cette mesure de désagrégation, on tiendra également compte 
des intértts de chaque population. 

L’exéeation en sera confide, sous la surveillance de lautorité locale et des 
Agents des Cing Puissances, A une Commission Mizte, dans laquelle les diverses 
populations seront représcntées, 

Les Chrétiens ot les Druses qui refuseraient de se priter A Vexéontion de 
Ja mesure de désagrégation n'y seront pas controints par la force. Mais il est 

en entendu que, dans ce cas, ils devront se soumettro aw régime des nouvelles 
institutions ci-aprds indiquées. 

4. La Commission émet le vou que les habitants Cheétiens de Haabeya, 
Racheya, et Merdjaloun soieot compris dans le travail de déplacement susmen- 
tionnd, et appelds & jouir de sex bénétices. 

5. En conséquence, a Montagne som divisée on trois Caimacomies, une 
Maronite, une Grecque Orthodoxe, et une Druse, qui seront ndministedes par 
dot Chets indigines, choisis dans le sein dex populations reapectives, 

6. La Cuimextnic Druve, autant dw moins que les nécessités de tn menure 
do déaurégation le permettront, se componern dew territoires suivanty :-— 

El-Garb, tauf Ia portion qo'l semnit indispensable d'en détacher pour réanir 
tes deus partes septentrionale et eridionale dln Cnitoamie Maronite 

@ Djurd; 

L’Arkoub ; 

Le Chouf; 

Ue Meusnaif, en partic, et le Chehiar (vole Ia carte de Kieport, 1860), 

7, La Colmacumie Greeque Orthodaxe sera composée du Koura, y compris 
la partie inféricure et lex fractions du torritoire avolsinantes dans lesquelles Ia 
population Greeque Orthodoxe soruit en majorité 

8. Tous les tersitolres de. In Moa ne font point partic des deux 
Caimacamies Druso et Grecque Orthodoxe soroat compris dane. In Caitnncaraie 
Maronite, sauf Zahlé, qui, avee sa banlieue et son faubaarg de Mohalincal, wery 
place sous une administration mixte, dépendante du Vall de-Saida, aw meme 
titre que les trois Caltnacums Maronite, Grec Orthodoxe, eb Druse, 

9. lex Caimacams seront noramnés par la Sublime Porte sur in-proposition 
da Vali de Saida, dont ils relevent. 

Tis scront. chorgés de toutes. les alteihutions: du pouvoir Exdeutif, et 
nommément de présider tos Medjlis administrate; de choisir los Vékile (délegués) 
auprés du siden de chaque Calmacumies de compoucr To persontel da compe de 
police conformément aux rigles qui seront posées eleaprea ; do vervir dinter: 
wédiaires entre les habitants de leur Caimacamie et le Vali de Sai 
les dicisions de ce fouctionnaire, eu tant du moins qu‘clles seruiont 
les institutions de la Montagne; et d'exeroer en cas de besoin 
auprés de Ia Sublime Porte. 

10, Choque Caimacunie sere divi en Matin, tl circonseription de ces 
nouveaux arrondissements administratifs-sera rfglée autant que posible dive 
celle des anciens Aklims. Ss et see 

11, Ty aura duns chaque Mudiei 

tcnunt wu rite dominant de ta popalition, lequel sern he 


a; dexdouter 
d'accont aveo 
tre Lui un recours 


un Mudir, nommé par le Caimacan et 


de lw direction 
ics et notamment de In police et de ta perception des import. 


* See Tnelowure 14 In No, 108. 
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12, Chaque Mudirié sera divisé en un certain ombre de Commun 
chaque Commune se composera d'au moins 500 habitants 

13. A la tte de chaque commune ily aura un Cheik nommé par les 
Habitants, ot qui servira d'intermédiaire entYeux et les agents superions nc 
Vadministration, 

Le Chik veillera au raintien du bon ordre dans sa commune, fournira tous 
i Nnscignements statistiques nécessaires la repartition de Vimpdt, ot nesters 
Jes Mudirs dans la pereeption des contributions, "Il sera en outie chance Inve 
lun registre des naissances et des décts. 

H4. Dans les communes mixtes chaque élément constitutif de la population 
aura ln Cheik particulier dont Vautorité ne s'exercera quo sur ees boreligion 
naires, 

18. Auprés du sitge de chaque Caimacam il y aura un Vékil ou Délkué de 

ine des autres Caimaoamies, et chargé de représentar lex intéréts de tes 

niinires. 

15. Jy aura un Medjlis Administratif dans ehaque Caimucamie, composé 
de cing membres ou moins, dix au plus, et chargé spécalement de T'esnetty og 
de In répartition des impéts 

17. Uy aura dans chaque Must Medjlis Local, composé de trois 
etbres au moins, cing au plus, ot chargé d'assister Je Mudir dan Pexercice ae 
es fonctions, 

18. Dans Jes Mudiriés dont ta Population ne serait point homogéne, it y 
ques pour chaque diément constitutif de la population un Vékil qui sere macabre 
de droit da Medjlis Local. Ce Vékil sera nommé par les notables dente 
corelizionnaires.. 

Hopat Caltion, de tous. lee priviliges fodausx, et notamment de ceux qui 
appartenaient aux Mokatadjis, 

20, Egalité de tous devant ta loi, 

Zh IT y aura dans chaque Mudirié un Juge de Paix pour chaque rit 

22. I1y nura dans la Montagne six Medjlis Judiciaires de P Instance, 
Macks {un dans ta Caimacamnio Grecque-Orthodoxe ; trois dans la Caimacanete 
Maronite, dont un dans le Meten; un A Zablé; et un dans In Gamma 
Druse, 

25. Chaque Medjlis Judiciaire 4e composern de trois membres au moins, et 
find tu plus, selon le nombre des éléments constitutita de Ia population, de tlle 
fhgon quo chacun do es éléments soit représenté par un membre, La présence 
My fXereee Mensuellement et & tour de rile par chnoun des merabrea aie 
Medjlis. 

Dans le cas oit il n'y aurnit quo deux éléments, le Medjlis Judiciare ser 
Componé do trois membres, dont deux fournis par 'éément preponderant 

24. I y aura un Medjlis Supérieur sidgeant i Beyrout et composé de douze 
neinbres, savoir, deux Maronites, deux Grecs Orthodoxes, deux Groce Croke 
liques, deux Druses, deux Musi . et deux Motualis ; auxquels on adjoindra 
Grentuelleient. un représentant des caltes Protestant ct Istuilit Wend vn 
membre de ces communauté sera partic dans le procts, out y aur das intérse, 
cpenets. Las prisidence de ve Medjlis sorm exercdetrimextriollement et b toot 
réle par chacun de ses membres 

5 Los Juges de Paix jugeront, sans appel, jusqu’h concurrvace de 
150 pinstres, aveo appel au Medjlis Judiciaire de Premiére Instance jusqu’a 
concurrence de 500 pinstres 

16, Lay llaires au-dessus do 400 pinstrex seront de Iu compctonce da 
‘Medjlis de Promidre lastance. 

27. Joes affaires inixtes,c'est-Idire, entre particuicrs n’appartenant pas au 
pine rite, quelle que soit Ia valeur engaisée dans le procés, xeront portecs eran 
|e Medjlis de Premigee Instance, 4 moins que daus les proces hn 
500 piastres, les parties ne soient d'accord pour recounattre la compe 
Joge de Paix du défendeur, 

#8 En principe toute affuire sera jugée par la totalité des mer 
Medjlis. Néaamoins, quand toutes les parties engngées dans te proc’s appar- 
tennent au mime rite, elles auront le drut de recuser le Juge appareenter h 
tun rite diférent, Mus dans ce cus mdse les Juges cise devvour erates ae 
jugement. 

29. Kin matitre eriminelle ity aura trols degrés de juridietion : los contra 


et 
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Juntions seront jugées par les Juges de Paix ; les délits par le Medjlis de Premigre 
Instance; et les crimes par le Medjlis Supérieur de Beyrout. 

30. Le Vali de Sayda nommera dans chaque Caiacamie un Procureur 
Impérial qui devra étre choisi purmi les habitants du rite dominant, Co 
Procureur sere chargé de constater les crimes et délits, et de provoquer lene 
“pression. Dans lu Caimacamie Maronite le Procureur pourra avolr un on 
plusieurs substituts. 

Tous les membres des Medjlis Administratite et Judiciaires seront, 
ainsi que les Juges de Paix, choisis et désignés, aprds une entente avec ley 
Celables, par les Chefs des Commuuutés respectives, ct institues par le 
Caimacain, 

Le personnel des trois Medjlis Administratis sora renouvelé par moitié tous 
les ans. "Les membres sortants pourront étre nommés de nouvers 

52. Tous les membres des Medjlis, ainsi que les Juges de’ Paix, seront 
éteiby 

{cs audiences des Medjlis Judicisires seront publiques, et il en sera tenu 
procts-verbal par un Greffier institué ad hoe. 

Ce Grefier sera en outre chargé de tonie in registre do tous les contrute 
portant aliénation de biens immobilicrs, lesquels contrats ne seront valabloy 
Wiaprés avoir été soumis & cette forinalité de Menregistrement 

£3. Si, aprés eoquite, il ext prouvé qu'un fonctionnaire de Vordre judiciaire 
saectramaiué, ou sest rendu indigne do son emplot par un fait queloonqa 
fanctionnuire devra étrw révogue, et il seen en outro passible d'une pine 
Proportionnée it Ia faute qu’il aura ‘commise. 

34, Tout procks en matidre commerciale sera porté devant le Tvibunal de 
Commerce de Beyrout. 

85. Tout procds entre un étranger ou protégé et un babitant do la Montagne, 
rodme cn muatitre civile, sera porté devant le Tribunal de Commence de Beyrout 

6- Chaque Caimaeam aura sous ses ordres un corps de police, ure Tequel 
il devra maintenir ordre public dans toute Tétendue de acy territolre, fhire 
das eget Mentences renducs par les Meds, et aasurer la perception recullen, 
des inmpdts, 


37. Lexécution forese par garnimares (bavalé) des jugaments et des urrités 
administrate, telle qu’olle s'est pratiquée jusqu’a préaent, sera abetie wumsitot que 
faire se pourra, et remplncée par duutres modes ‘do contrainte: ote uve Ia saisio 
ou Femprisonnement. 

38. Tous los sngents de la police recevront un traitement suliaant, et il leur 


Menterdit, sous les peios les plus sdvéres, d'exiger der babitants aucune 
retribution, soit on argent, soit ef nature, 

6. ‘Le corps de police se recrutern par Ia voie des engugemonts volontal 
Sufeot das, chaawe Crimacumio un Chef do. Police pour chaque clara 
constitatif de Ia population, 

Ls agents do police, chargé de Vexécution d'un ordre queleonque de 
utorilé, devront étre, autant que possible, pris parmi les coreligionnaires des 
individus que cette mesure eoncornera. 

Ar. 7] est indispensable que les agents de ta police portent un uniforme ou 
quelque signe extéricur de leurs fonctions 

12. Ls Commission estime que, dans chaque Caimacamie, le corps de police 
pourrait étre établi a raison de $ hommes par 1,000 habitante” 

45, 42 Commission émet le voeu que le désarmément des populations, 
feisopéeé dans le reste dela Syrie, il soit proosd6 duns In Montaghe hana ure 
analogue 

4. La Commission émet te veou que ln totalité des revenus publics de f 
Hoatagne soit exclusivement affectée aux frais de son administratlon oe ses 
dépenses d'utilité publique, 

Limp de 3,500 bourses devant étreinsuffsant pour subvenie aux dépenses 
de la nouvelle organisation, In Commission ent davis que ce chit pourrait dtre 
doublé sans inconvénient, 

En dehors de cet impdt, aucune taxo directe ot indirecte ne Pourra étre 
levée, dans aucune des trois Caimacamies, sans lo consentement te lo majorite 
des membres du Medjlis Administratif . 

3. a Commission émet le voea qu'il soit proc le plus t8t posable A un 
Teesnfenent exact de ls population de lx Montage par eaten of osae 8 





46, Au point de vue militaire, la Commission est davis que ta sécurité de 
la Montagne ferat suffitnmment garantie par Voccupation de la toute de Beyrout 
4 Damas. = : 
se serait désirable selon ello, que les troupes employes &_ cette occupation 
fussent, an moins en partie, composées de Chrétiens sujets du Sultan, 

En cas de force majeure et sur Ia demande expresse d'un Caimacam, 
approuvée par un vote conforme de son Medjlis Administratif, ces troupes 
pourront étre envoyées partout oi, besoin sera. es 5 

Le Caimacam ou les membres du Medjlis qui n’gumient pas fait usage du 
droit de réquisition qui leur est ouvert par le présent Article, seront responsables 
des conséquences que leur abstention ou leur négligence pourraient aVoir sur le 

intien de Vordre dans la Montagne. - 
MNT. Le réalement de Chékib Elendi restora en vigueur pour toutes colles de 
ses dispositions qui ne seraient point contraires aux principes stipulés dans les 
Artes précis. 
Beyrout, le 20 Mara, 1861. a 
z (Bigné) DE WECKBECKER. 
Saut les réserves indiquées dans la pice ci-jointe, 
ws a L. BECLARD. 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
DE REHFUES. 
NOVIKOW. 


Annexe No. 2. 


LE Commismiro Francais, au moment oit le projet d'organisation relatif au 
Liban va étee comm "son Excellence Fund Pacha, prend la liberté de 
rappeler i ses colliu i Aeateer dans la discassion de ce 
projet qu’ Ia condition de pouvoi poner sa sigaature, exprimor ley 
réeervos. qui lui le ner uléeurement de pofondes modo 
ons dans les « fondamentaux de organisation projets 
Mons roniarqus d'abord que ce projet repose nur los plusieurs hypothisce dont 
a réalisntion, veount i manquer, déterminerait nécessairement ta chilte du 
syattme tout entier, 3 
yaeenina, ane de ces hypothtses consste dans la désagrégation des races, sans 

clic aucun des Commissaires, assurcment, o'edt songé A admettee lingtitu- 
ion d'une Caimnacamie Deuse. . 
ue hypothése est celle qui tend Aadjoindre au Liban ls portion 
de territoire coonue sous le nom de Koura Inférieur, Sans eotte adjonction, la 
Caitacanie Greeque Orthodoxe n'aurait pas de raison d’étre, car elle ne. serait 
constitude qu'su profit de 4,000 ou 5,000 individus. 11 ne faut. pas oublicr, en 
effot, quo In grande wajorité des Groce Orthodoxes du Liban se trouvent en 
dehoes du Koura, choist comme sidge de la nouvelle Caimacamie. Avec Vadjonc- 
tion méme du Koura Inférieur, la Caimacainie Greoque Orthodoxe ne renformes 
rait qu'une population forte restreinto, 10,000 habitants au plas, parunt lesquels 
tigurerait enoore une assex forte minorité Musulmane et Maronite, 

‘Le Commissaire Frangais remarque en outre que lo principe de la désagréga. 
tion, si intimement: 1ié qu'il soit ay aystime dex trois Csmaicamios, no serait 
rendu applicable qu’h la taco Drose, relativement @ la rice Chrétieane, ce 
‘qui ne comporte pas la eréation de deux Caimacamies pour. cette demitre. race. 

discussion lui a également révélé un fait sur lequel il croit devoir appeler 
Vattetionpactiulire de ses elles savoir ue la déagnézation, mame 
inte, ne pouxait pas étre rigoureusement appliqué, Ainai, on a privu 
ouime probatte le ex of un certata nombre de Chrét Featernient fixés sur le 
territoine de la Cuimacamie Druse, La désagrégntion, 4’ ‘obligatoire qu'elle 
semblait tre, deviendmit facultative, Creat une raison de plus pour le Commis- 
saire Francais de repousser de toutes #cs forces un partage d'autorité dont effet 
serait, de placer des Chréticns sous In dotnination Dense. , 

Lae syetéme des trois Caimacamies, inutilement compliqué de Vétablissernent 
dune adrninistration mixte & Zahlé, lui parait tout aussi contraire aux. régles de 
Ia justice quit celles dle Ta logique. Z 

'Pfune pat xi Von se place au point de vue de la distinction des. races i 
nest pas jurte d'accorder aux Grees Orthodoxes une faveur quion refuse aux 
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autres minorités, telles que Télément Gree Catholique, par exemple, lequel, 
Presque aussi nombreux que Vekément Gree Orthodoxe, est représenté dans la 
Montagne par 20,000 habitants environ. 

Le systdme est illogique ence sens que, si l'on recherche lorigine et les 
causes des éyénements de 1860, il est impossible de ne pas les attribuer en 
grande partic & ce méme fractionnement de Tautorité qui se trouve reproduit 
dans le projet. Le systéme des trois Caimacamies se rapproche beaucoup, en 
effet, de celui qui a prévalu en 1842. Or, le régime de 1842 est condamné par 
Vexpérience, tandis que le régime antérieur se recommande par de bons 
souvenirs. Liéat de la Montagne, a cette époque, était certainement plus 
satisfaisant quil ne lest aujourd'hui. L'antagonisme entre Jes deux races, 
Chritienne et Druse, était contenu par Vautorité d'an seul chef C'est de 
Vinstitution des deux Caimacamies que datent les mulheurs du Liban, 

Le Commissaire Frangais ne voit done pas pourquoi cette institution serait 

conservée, ni pourquoi on viendrait encore l'empirer par le fait do la substitution 
de deux Csimacamies Chrétiennes & une seule, Une telle innovation n'aurait 
pour résultat que d’introduire entre les divers éléments Chrétions un antagonisme 
inconna jusqu’d ce jour, ou qui du moins ne se traduisait pas par des actes de 
violence. Ce serait fournir un nouvel aliment A la diseorde, au lieu de Ia faite 
cesser. 
Pour toutes ces causes, M, Béolard ne peut approuvor le prévent projet, ou 
du moins Je principe qui on est Ia base. Il persiste i croire qu'il n'y a point de 
sécurité pour la Montagne, ni de satisfaction réelle pour tous les interes, en 
dehors de la combinaison do pouvoir unique et Chrétien, Le rétablissement de 
ce pouroir qu’sppellent Jes varux de l'immense majorité des habitans, aurait 
Vavantage de se concilier avec to rwaintien des frontiéres actuellox du Liban, et 
a’écarter Vhypothise irréalisable de la désogrégation des races. Cette solution, 
la plus simple de toutes, serait loin d'exclure, d'ailleurs, les garanties qu'on 
croirait nécessaire de stipuler en faveut doa minoritis 

Beyrout, le 20 Mare, 1861 


+ (Signg) L, BECLARD. 





No, 38, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell, —(Received April 12.) 
(No, 86.) ae 
My Lord, Beyrous, March 29, 1861, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, with reference to the 
assurance of a fair trial supposed to have been given by Mr. Moore to Said Bek 
Joublat, previous to his surrender, that although frequently solicited. to do so, 
both Mr. Moore and myself positively refused to give him ny. assurance 
whatever on the subject. 

In support of this statement, I would venture to refer your Lo y 
despatch to Sir Henry Bulwer of September 21, 1860.) 2°" @Tdhip to my 

Thave, &e. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 

SSS ee 
No. 39. 


Lord Dufferin to Larit J. Russell—(Received Ayrit 12.) 
(No. 87. Confidential.) 


My Len, Beyrout, March 29, 1861, 
IN further reference to the denial on the part of the Maronite and G, 
Catholic Bishops, of all eognizance of the lists denouncing upwards of Gch 
Druses, I have now the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordsfnn 
information, an extract from a statement made upon the subject by Fuad Paclocs 
Arab Secretary, and which hasbeen conilentlly communicted to me tring 
Excelleny’s onder. The gentleman who wites was an eyeewitnge ef Sos 
From this document it would appear that the 
of Christian delogutes that presented the 
whose names were inscribed upon them we 


Bishops headed the deputation 
lists ia question, and that the persons 
re uccused on a capital charge. 





I have the honour to inclose an instruction on this subject I have addressed 
to Mr, Noel Moore, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Toelosure 1 ind 
Faad Pasha to Lord Dufferin. 

My Lord, Beyrout, le 25 Mors, 1861. 

POUR mieux répondre & a question vous miavex adressée par votre lettre 
confidentielle en date du 22 courant au sujet de la liste des accusations qui 
mont été présentées par les communautés Chrétiennes, j‘avais chargé mon 
seerétaire Arabe de faire un rapport détaillé sur ce qui s'était passé entre moi et 
les Chefs de ees communautés. Je vous envoie cisjoint ce 3 vous y 
trouverez une narration fiddle de mes entretiens ; il me dispense de vous donner 
d'outres détaillées, 

Je vous, &e. 


Signed) ' FUAD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 39, 

Betract from a Report furnished by the Arable Secretary of Puad Pasha, 
(ransiation.) 

THUS they afl (Ke, the bishops and the lay delegutes) retired und went 
ome, and ater mate ‘of twenty days, when they had been repeatedly 
summoned, the Bishops Gerasimus, Butrus Bistni, and Miletios, speared 
with sevoral of the delegntes above-mentioned, bringing with them four lists 
of criminals, consisting of Drases of the Kalmakamate of Mount Lebanon, the 
Metn, Hasbeya, Rasheya, Zahleh, Baalbek, and Bokna, mumbering in all 4,900 
Druses, anda few Mahometans and Metualis accused of murder during’ the 
events at Hasbeyn, Rashoya, and Zahlch, But as his Excellency was on that 
day very busy with the Boropean Commissioners he did- not. receive them, bat 
appointed his Arabic Secretary to receive the lists that he might look them over 
next day : so he received the lists, and it was found on their examination that 
All the names wero put down in one category under accusation of murder, with 
the exception of about 190 Druse Chiefs, who, being heads of fanilies. were 
indicated ws being ringleaders and instigators of the outbreak. So his Excel- 


lency again summoned the Spiritual Heads and the Delegates, ‘They appeared, 
tia the prnence of Reshid Effendi, the Mult, his Excellency thus eel 


The whole Druse community is justly accused of being implicated in 
the recent revolting nets; but it is not just that they should all be equally 
acoused as to the amount of their guilt, as, doubtless, some are more guilty than 
others. But could the Imperial Gaverament feel perauaded that the death of 
10,000 Druses now under necutation would enuse the resuscitation of those 
Christians who have been Killed, it would not delay in executing them, although 
it should be called inhuman; bat as the desire of the Goverment is justly to 
punish tho guilty of the first cass, that a proper effect may be produced by due 
punishment for the past ax a waraing for the fature, and ax these lists, 
Although containing thousands of names, do not contain these different classifi- 
tations, itis ‘necessary that these names should be divided into categories 
cording to the information you have received of the individual euilt of each 
person.’ 

‘After consideruble conversation and discussion on this point, and expressions 
proving the desire for the most rigorous punishment, the impossibility of 
Classifying the people accused, on account of their uniformity of uction acd the 
‘equality of their guilt during the warfare, they at last asked his Excellenc: 
Instructions as to how he wished the said classitication to be made. The 
necessary instruction was given to them, indicating three classes: the first to 
contsin the originators and instigators of the disturbance ; the second to contain 
the ringleaders and those who incited the people forward to war and to murder 
saul to other wicked nets: the third, those most incriminated and who perpetrated 
the most violent acts, 





When they had taken these instructions, they took away the lists which 
they had first prepared. and cbanged them, leaving in their new lists the same 
huthber of names, but arranged in classes, which lists-are now preserved amongst 
the archives of the Special Commissioner. 

Beyrout, March 27, 186 


Joclosure 3 in No. 39. 
Lord Dufferin to Vice-Consul Moore. 


Sir, Beyrout, March 25, 1861, 

LHAVE to request that you will wait upon Bishop ‘Tobia and the other 
Maronite and Greek Catholic Prelates, and inform their Lordships, on my part, 
that in accordance with their request I have forwarded to my Government a 
copy of their communication of the 15th instant, 

You will take the opportunity to state to the Bishops, that I am well aware 
they did not sign the lists referred to in that document, and that I never stated 
that they did so, On the other hand, Tam compelled to observe that itis dificult 
to reconcile the other statemente contained in the note of the Right Reverend 
Prelates with the facts recorded in the Protocols of the Conferences of the 
Commissions, 

These ficts I have reeapitulated in a despatch which 1 have addressed to my 
Government, with a request that it may be communicated to the Governments 
of the other Powers. 

‘As the documents I allude to possess a confidential character, 1 am pre- 
eluded at preset rom quoting any of tir conteats, ut there are two inacou 
racies in the communication of the Bishops which I will venture at once to correct. 

Tn the first place, tho Rishops state that they lind no cognizance of the lists 
in question; but 1 am informed that three of the Prelates who have signed the 

accompanied the deputation that banded those lists into the 
Curkish High Commissioner, and that all four were present 
¥. during a discussion which lasted several houts, proposed 
that the number of desunciations they contained should be reduced. 

_ In the second place, it is asserted thot the 4,600 persons whose names. were 
origivally farnished to his Excelleney were taken not from the Druse populations 
of the two Lebanons, but from a mixed array of 30,000 Moslems, Metuali, and 
Drases of the Lebanon and of the Hauran. 

Now the lista in question not only careilly datnguish the nationality of 

acthoa upon thee, but thoy ako wetlon the name othe 
village ho inbabits ; it would appear then, from a careful analysis which has been 
snude of them, that the total number of those originally denounced was not 
4,600, but 4,946; of these 4,946 persons, only G32 are either Moslems or 
Metualis, the remaining 4,314 being Draves; of thoso 4,314 Druses, only four 
came from the Hauran, the rest being all intiabitants of the two Lebanons, 
831 belonging to the Anti-Lebanon, and the remaining 3,479 to Lebanon Proper. 

It would thus appear that about two-thirds of the adult Druse population of 
this latter district were inscribed on the lists communicated to the Representative 
of the Sultan. 

I cannot help expressing my regret that the Spiritual Chiefy of the Christian 
communities of the Lebanon should not have succeeded in dissuading those over 
whom they exercise so great an influence from a course of action calculated 
rather to defeat than to promote the ends of jastice. 

_ You will Jeave a copy of this instruction with the Bishops, should they 
desire it 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 





No, 40. 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell {Received Aprit 12.) 
(No. 88 


My Lord, es, Beyrout, March 29, 1861. 
YESTERDAY, in the absence of Fuad Pasha, who. has gone 
to Damascus, 1 communicated to Ahmed Pasha, the Vali erate, the renat 








of the final arrangements agreed upon at Paris relative to the evacuation of the 
French. He expressed himself highly delighted with the intelligence, and very 
grateful to Her Majesty's Government for the support afforded to the Porte. 

In continuation of the conversation I ventured to remark that I trusted after 
the French were gone, the Turkish officers left in charge of the Provines would 
make it a point of honour to assure to the Christian subjects of the Sultan even 
greater amount of security and comfort than they had enjoyed during the 
period of the European occupation, as a very heavy responsibility weighed upon 
those who, like Fuad Pasha and myself, bad urged the departure of the foreign 
troops; but to this his Excellency replied that he did not think any one would be 
justified in taking upon themselves such a responsibility if anything like the old 
system of administration was to be re-established, and that as for himself the 
moment Fuad Pasha left the country he would leave it too, 

‘The above seemed to me a genuine expression of feeling, and proves that 
the punishment with which the late ‘Turkish officials have been visited is likely 
to make their successors duly sensible of their responsibility. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


No. 41. 
Colonel Burnaby to Lord J. Russell —(Received Aprit 12. 


My Lord, Beyrout, March 29, 1861. 

IT may bo of intorest to your Lordship to hear the sentiments expressed 
by Goneral de Beaufort as to the present stato of atfhirs in Syria. 

‘The object of the occupation, he says, has in Ho ways been accomplished : 
justice had in the first place to be obtained for all; socondly, an indemnity to be 
paid for all losses sustained; and thirdly, a better government established to 
secure the Christians against a repetition of the late events; the supervision of 
which things was toe conduct in the presence of a Huropean fore, which, 
if necessary, might co-operate in the undertaking. And what has been done ? 
Fund Pasha on his arrival, it is trac, executed a fow Moslems at Damascus, but 
who were they? ‘The very dregs of the people, whilst the guilty remained. 
Abmed Pasha was exoouted more for fear lest he might divulge matters injarious 
to the Porte: and 1000 or so ather Moslems were sent conscripts to Constanti- 
nople, where they were received as heros of the Christian blood they had spilt 
‘The guilty Druses still remain unpunished, whilst the mass of them, on whom the 
‘Turks would willingly throw the entire of the blame, still rewain in prison, with 
the exception of 250 just sent to the Tripoli const in exile. 

As to the indemnities for the reconstruction of the 300 burned villages of 
the Lebanon, once the Christian quarter of Damascus, they have not, with the 
exception of a ninth part, been paid and the numbers perished thie winter has 
in consequence been great. And a to the indemnity for the 
sustained, it hax not even been estimated for, 

‘The tirst plan for the better government of Syria hus been rejected by the 
Porte; and what is the proposed plan just sent to Constantinople? it is one that 
will meet with many objections, and be protested against by several members of 
the Syrian Commission. It is a plan that, instead of eflacinig the dificulties of a 
sectarian governinent, will tend to foment them. And in the mean time the 
evacuation of tho vory European force selected to see these things reduced to 
pructice is to take place. : 

‘Turkey seems to have been unmindful of its own interests in having taken 
no steps at'a time when prompt and determined demonstration would have been 
of avail; whilst England, desirous to preserve the integrity of Turkey, and fearin 
lest French troops in interfering might gain ulterior advantages in tarning the 
influence of events to the interests of France, bas prevented the interference of 
the force selected by Europe for that purpose. And the consequence of thi 
distrust has been that nothing has been done, and that it would have been 
infinitely better that a European force had never landed on these shores than 
that it should leave them, us the Moslems already consteue it, * without the 
power of maintaining the abject of its coming.” 





Such, my Lord, are the sentiments expressed by General de Beaufort, aud, 
1 may add, widely echoed through the Lebanon by the Christian population. 
‘Whilst France complains of the inactivity imposed upon her interfereace, I 
ee that itis without certain feelings of satisfaction that she views the 
unremedied state of affairs in Syria, which soon again may lead to results having 
‘a tendency to open the entire eae question. TI adduce this from the many 
private letters 1 have read, coming to the French officers fron high quarters i 
France. 
TiPT''am.of opinion that one of the greatest safeguards against any future 
manifestation of disturbances immediately after the evacuation of the French 
troops would be, that the full indemnity due to the people be paid. lt would 
tend more to settle and occupy their minds in returning to their normal condi- 
tion than anything else. I think it would even withstand the endeavours of the 
‘well-known ability of thelr clergy, who are closely allied to French interest, to 
disaffect their minds, Few know the power of these clergy; for the most part 
they are the very men who have sought refuge here trom Italy, and who were #0 
prejudicial to the good government of Italy. If now tutored by France or acting 
purely of their own accord, one thing is evident, that they Lave succeeded in 
[coping the minds of tho people in a rory dinaected tae 
have, &e. 
ned) EDWYN 8, BURNABY, 


No. 42. 
Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell —(Received April 13.) 


(No, 246.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 3, 1861, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 221 of the 27th ultimo, I have now 
the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of the intorrogatorics 
of the Druse Chiefs Intely tried by the Extrsordinary ‘Tribunal sitting at 
Beyrout. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "HENRY 1. BULWER 


Inclosure 1 in No, 42. 


Interrogatories of the Druse Chiefs tried by the Bztraordinary Tribunal 
at Beyrout. 


(No. 1,)—Brumination of Said Bel Joublat ; 10 Rebi-el-owel, 1277 
(corresponding to the 26th September, 1860) 
Court. Who wore those that lod the Druses in the late oventa at Jezzin t— 
Prisoner. Ismail Ver Montana Zer, Talib Rei, Hussein Asef, Kaan Kuli, 


‘Yusuf Abu Hussein, Mahmud Ferhat, of the village of Niba, Yusuf Abu Hassan, 
Ascoail Konan, of Bethir, Teifur Molak, Neji Jurig, of Harvt-el-Jendel, Ahiod 
Ali Abd-el-Samed, and his son Sulieman, Abu Hussein, Shabin Abd-olSamed, 
Hussscin Abu Kheir Abd-os-Samed, Dhakir Abu Shaira, Abu Abbas, Abu 
Shaknt, of Amatur, Kasim Joublatt, Yusuf Safa, Zein-od-din, of Ain Kanic, 
Ahmed Ali Joublatt, Hamed Rafi, Ahi Saab, Mahmud Ali Rafi, of Mokbtara 
Baz Ali Jaj-ed-din, of Baderan, Abu Ali Salah, Hussoin Hellak, of Habi, 
Mohamed Yezbok, Nasif Zein-ed-din, Hussein Abu Ali, Hamed, of Meana, 
Mahmud Hamed, Rafiel-Betar, of Bata, Yusuf Omar, Suliman-ol-Fetair, of 
Judeideh, Abdullah Akili, Beshir Abu Hermush, Sutieman Halebi, of Sem- 
Khanich, Solieman Hamadi, Ali Humadi, Kweider Humadi, Melheny Hama 

Kasim Yusuf Humadi, Naaman Hamadi, Hassan-el-Tuwil, Ali Kesim Humadi, 
Yosuf Rafi, Abdallah Abu Ismail, Hamed Abud, Suliemsn-el-Ghoisiai, Manjel. 
el-Shoi, of Baaklin, Emin Ali, Emin Yezbck, Nejin Seraised-cin, Hamed Abdvel= 
Baki, Faris Yerbek, of Ainbal, Messood Homodi Yeon, Emio-el-Fealani, Astind 
Yaghi, Hussein Taraf Shems, Beshir Abla, of Ghoraife, Mustapha. Zebian, 

° 








Mahmud-el-Baini, Ali Abu Sbaban, of Mezraa, of Homud Raft, Hussein Merjaa, 
of Kahlunich. In all, seventy-three Chiefs. 

Relations or emplovés of Said Bek Joublatt, whose names appear in the 
lists presented by the Christian notables of Jezzin, as having been at Jezzin. 

Sheiks:—Selim Joublatt, cousin of Said Joublatt, his son-in-law Ali 
Joublatt, his brother-in-law Selim Shems, Ahmed Ali Abd-es-Samed, Hossein 
‘Abu Kheir Abd-es-Samed, Abu Hussein Shah Abd-es-Samed, of Amatur. 

Employé:—Sheikh Hussein Assaf, Mustapha Seif, Fendi Seif, Sulicuman 
Seif, Sheikh Beshir, Abn Hamze, Shems Hussein, and his two cousins Ismail 

erd and Ahmed, of Niba. 

Notables of the family of Abu Shekra, Ahmed Sulieman Joublatt, Munahir 
Osman, Kbalif, Trad, Fendi Abu Shakra, 

Relations of Said Bek at Bathir, Sheikh Emin, and Sheikhs Jemal Hamdan, 
Yusuf, Abu Hassan, Hussein Riwan. 

200 men in the service of Said Bek Joublat, supported at his expense, 
who were all at Jezzi 

List of Christians employed by Said Bek Joublat, who parti 
‘occurrences, and who fired gunx>— 

Abdullah Ajil, Abu Reshid, and others of his family, Mubarik Abu Rashid 
and his sons, all Maronites, 

Notables of Mokhtarnh :— 

Sheikh Alam-cd-din-Kasim Kuleib, Kasim Kuleib, and his brother of Niha, 
in the service of Said Joublat. 

Sheikh Kasim and his brother, sons of Sheikh Hamud Joublat of Ain Kenie. 

‘The familie of Baini, Debian, and Abu Kertm, of which Selman Abu 
Daikal, Mahmud Nuorullai, Yusuf Abu Krim, and Mustafa Dibian are the 
principal mombers. 


Continuntion of the examination of Said Bek Joublat on the 10th Rebicel-owel, 
1277 (corresponding to September 25, 1860). 


Court, When. the individual murders took place between Druses and 
Christians, why did you not seize the murdorort and deliver them to the 
Kaimakam ?—Prisoner, As it was necessary to make an examination and find 
out who where the murderers before arresting them, special agents were sent to 
make the said investigation, But when they summoned the people of Keitula 

wl of Kofr Hama, these latter would not appear, and, moreover, rofizsed to 
receive the agents sent to them and even fired upon them. Afterwards, as the 
‘occurrences had broken out, the assassins could not be arrested, 

Court, How many days after the individual murders did the outbreak 
ocourt—Prisoner, 1 do not remember, 

4. According to report the massacres took place two days atter tho 
individual murdors—Prisoner, When the murders took place, sedition having 
broken out, I endeavoured to prevent it, x0 informed tho Kaimakam of the 
circumstance of the mission of the agents, and of the refusal of the people of 
Keitula and Kefr Huma to receive them ; Talao informed the authorities, But 
before my receipt of any answer affairs were developed and remained in the sate 
state, 

‘Court. Why did vou not protect the Mukatoas that were under your 
direction 2—Prisoner, { prevented the inhabitants of Mokbtarah and others from 
committing murders, and from joining the crowd of rioters, but T could not 
prevent those who, attacked by the Christians, sought to defond themselves. 

“his atntement is proved by the mazbata that hax been presented. 

Court, Why did you not prevent these !—Prisoner. T could not prevent 
those who were out of iny house from defending themselves against the Christians 
who attacked them, seeing that the latter marched forth against the Droses with 
the intention of killing them, as may be seen by the letters presented to the 
‘Tribunal. 


© Suid Bek Joabint bere allude 
that the Christians had cansed the 
‘oathrea. One of the said letters ie written and sipued by A 
Kamar, who weltes tw Said Hek at or wear the conn 
arrival i Beyroat be foun the Starua poole ¢ hak they 
Pry ‘wth the understanding that the " forers her 
Jerain, and ill all Moslem or Draser they might meet on their road; that he laformedl of 


Court, These circumstances having taken place in your district, why did 
you not prevent the Christians when they came there, and when the Druses 

.ed out against them why did you not prevent them ?—Prisoner. If I had 
prevented the Christians I should Hive caused a contest with them, and having 
seen that the Christians were going to attack the Druses I could ‘not prevent 
the latter from defending theraselves.. 

Court. Why did you not assist the Kaimakam to stop the riot !—Prisoner. 
According to the custom established in the Mountain it was I who asked for the 
assistance of the Kaimakam. 

Court, Who of the inhabitants of Shéf attacked Jezzin and Ghurb-el-Bekia, 
and why did you not prevent them t—Prisoner. Those who attacked Ghurb-el- 
Bekiia were the people of Meristi, Khureibe, Baderin, and Mansir, with some of 
thone of Jebbi, all in the Shif, ‘Those who attacked Jezzin are of Niha, Jebbi, 
Baderin, Ainkanie, Amatar, Harct Jendil, and Bathir.* 

Court. Who were the notables that directed the malefactors?—Prisoner. 
I have already presented a letter showing the names of the Chiefs who led the 
Druses, but Iwas unable to prevent the events they caused, because the 
Cheistians were armed, and went out against them to places near to those which 
they occupied, wo that it was impossible for me to prevent them from defending 
themselves, 

Court. [tis said that you attacked Jezzin and some other villages belonging 
to it, that you sacked them and killed more than 100 Christians, What docs 

Prisoner. 1 did aot goto the places of the conflict, T did not go to 

nor elsewhere j only according to the onder of Fuad Pasha, who directed 

the Mukntadjis to reassure the inhabitants, I went after the events to some of the 

localities of the district of Kharut, Jezzin, and Jibbet Rihan for the purpose of 

re-establishing tranquillity and confidence.t For this purpose 1 gave to the 

inbabitants provisions, money, wood, and as a bonification for my own part T 

made tho Druses restore the cattle, which I then delivered to the Christians,t 
God forbid! the action that is imputed to me is not my work. Moreover, 

wed the Christians who had fled to Sidon and to Beyrout in their 


Court. Did not the mission of Kasim Yusuf, the pillage of the conv 
and especially that of Deir-clMukhallis, the burning of these convents, t 
massacre of some of their priests, and the violation of some of the nuns take 
place ut your instigation t—Prisoner. God forbid! T know nothing about them. 
The sid Kasim Yusuf, having some property in the neighbourhood of Sidon, he 
lives there, “The ex-Governor ordered him after the war to guard the place, 
and I have not heard that the same hax committed any crimes against convents, 
no that he has violated women, 

Court, From what motive did you and the Sheiks of the families of Abu 
‘Neked and Hamadi dare to attack Doir-el-Karaur,§ besiege it, and massacre » 
inhabitants at the head of a body of Drusea?—Prisoner, I was not there, and 1 
have no connexion with the Abu Nekeds and the Hamadis on this subject} But 
tho ex-Governor, on his arrival having cited me before him, ordered me to go to 
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In conformity with this order I went to. Deir-el-Kamar with Major Hajji Yunis 
‘Agha; we repulsed the Droses who were in that neighbourhood, and conducted 
the surviving Christians to B’teddin, whence we sent them to Sidon. 

Court. Were you in correspondence with the authority ?—Prisoner. Yes, I 
communicated these circumstances to the Kaimakam, and claimed his assixtance 
in repressing them. I received inanswer that I was to do all in my power to repress 
them. Nothing more took place. However, as Tneeded military force, T asked 
it, But as he eould only dispose of 40 or 50 soldiers, he sent them to me with 
‘an officer, and they remained with me, or rather in my h This is what took 
place during the events, 

Court. For whose repression had you asked for the troops !—~ Prisoner. For 
repelling the Druses. 

Court, Why did you vot repel them ?—Prisoner. Fifty men were not 
enough. 

Court, Why did you not endeavour to keep tho peace in conformity with 
the severe orders which you had received !—Prusoner. 1 did all in my power. 


Continued Interrogation of Said Bey Joublat, on the 21xt Rebivel-owel, 1277. 
(corresponding to 6th October, 1860). 


Court, Did the Christians come to the Druse villages? Did the Druses 
rumain on the defensive, or did the massacre take place far away from ¢ 
residedices? And what wore the places whore they occurred !—Prisoner. Yes, 
the Christians went to the Druse vill }, a8 in proved by tho lettors that I have 
presented. ‘They first eame to the vibe of Nika and Bathir, when they killed 
tome of the inhabitants, ‘The 12th Zilkadeh, 1276, Priday (cos onding to 
‘June 2, 1860), at about balf-past 7 news reached me ths ict had broke 
‘out between the people of DeialKamar and the Drascs of the Monesit 
villages, When this news arrived, the troops were with their otlicers in Council 
T hastened to provent tho people from taking any part, both in the locality 
where I was, and also in other districts, and 1 did not allow any one to go 
anywhero, I took these measures with the knowledge of the said agents, as is 
proved by the mazbatas and other documents that I porscs, 

Court, In order to prevent these sad occurrences you say that you had asked 
for the assistance of the Kaimukam ; what sort of aid did you ask for? And in 
what way did you require it} And above all, what answer did he give yout— 
Prisoner. On my representations about the two Druses of Maser who had boon 
killed, und oa ‘my demand for the suppression of these misdeeds, and the 

uniahment of the actors, some officers of the Imperial army were sent, and a 
iptain of Irregulars with some members of the Kaimakam's Council were sent 
with the soldiera, In consequence of the deliberation which took place on their 
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arrival, some men were sent by me with the Irregular Cavalry and some of the 

makam's men to make an investigation in the villages of Kaluni, Keituls, 
and Kefr Huma. To these men, sent for making an investigation, Abu Samra 
joined himself as they passed by his plice, and he went with them to the abovo- 
hated villages. ‘They were driven away by the inhabitants of the said villages ; 
1 drew the attention of theauthority to this circumstance, and continued to make 
my reports. In the answers I received 1 was instructed to appease the troubles 
‘According to these instructions I maintained tranquillity for twenty days in the 
localities under my direction. Latterly these kind of engogements having 
increased, war broke ont in all my districts, so that I could not prevent the 
Druses from taking up arms in their own defence, with the exeeption of those in 
my residence, * 

‘Court, You said that you have no knowledge of the conduct of Kasim Yusuf: 
was be not in correspondence with you, and by whose orders was be living outside 
Sidon >— Prisoner, Yes, Lignore the pillage of the convents, the violation of the 
nuns, of which the said’ Kasim Yusuf is accused; for in all the occurrences in 
Mount Lebanon, in no instance has there been any violation. It is true that 1 
heard he had carried away some effects, bat he had no connexion with me; and 
‘as to his residence at Sidon, itis a circumstance that dates from 1 long whileago, 
tas ho has his own interests there. I understood, that when the ex-Governor 
went to that district he enjoined him to maintain order and tranquillity 
there 

Court, You say you took no part in the massacre at Deir-el-Kamar, and 
were not there; were none of your men. nor of the inhabitants of 'your 
Mokataas, there, and if any were there, who were they !—Prisoner. Yes, 1 took 
no part in the wassgerd at Dete-ol-Karonr) Tid not go to. that neighbourhood, 
nor anywhere else; but at the first massacre (siege?) at Deirvel-Kamar, which 
took place on Friday, 12th Zilkade (June 3, 1860), as I said before, ‘having 
appeased the fury of the Druses, I, by the shades of night, saved Deit-el-Kamay 
from massacre; and at the morrow, at daybreak, having gone with the officers 
and the members of Council to Bteddin’ to the officers who were there, in 
consequence of a deliberation I sent some of my men with some of the said 
officers to the Chiefs of the house of Abu Neked, to the people of Basklin, and 
Methern-el-Amnadi, asking them to desist from warfure agaiast Deit-el-Kaniar. 
‘The massacre ceased, and I received letters from the notables of Deinvel-Kamar ; 
and a these came to Bteddin, we delibernted together about quieting the 
disorders. ‘That samo night I went home, and on the next morning, in onder to 
adopt measures for re-establishing onder, ( returned to Bteddin; but 1 hud 
hardly arrived there when I heard that an agent of the authority had arrived ut 
Deinel-Kamar, and some troops had como from Beyrout. At this intelligence 1 
went to the west side of Deirl-Kamar to confer with the Agents who hac 
arrived, and to speak with the Chiefs of the house of Abu Neked on the subject 
of quieting the disorders, Before this took plice, the General, Tubir Pasha, 
arrived, Who, after giving the necessary orders for the prevention of the 
massacres, ordered me to go to Bteddin, and in accordance with this order, 1 
went with him to Deit-el-Kamar, On the 2nd Zilhidje (July 21), having taken 
some of the Emirs of Hasbeya, with many Christians and notables of Deirel- 
Kamar, whom 1 was conducting to Sidon in conformity with the orders of the 
ex-Governor, when, on my arrival in the district of Kharut, I Tearnt that a 
massacre had taken place at Deir-cl-Kamar, I sent the individuals who wero 
under my care to Sidon, and retraced my steps in all haste, arriving at my house 
two hours after sunset, when I learnt: that the ex-Governor had arrived at the 
Village of Bteddin. Having received from him an order to go before him, 1 
presented myself on the following morning very curly. During tho interview 
that we had, he onlered me to expel the Deuses from Deir-elKatnar, and to 
conduct the ‘surviving Christians, with: their goods and families, to Bteddin, 
under an escort of soldiers. Upon this I went with Major Haggi Yunis, and 
conducted them safe and sound to Bteddin. In accordance with the onder 
given, I on the following morning sent thom to Sidon in security. If any of the 
people who were under my orders were at the massacre ot Deir-clKatar, they 
are only those of the villages of Baaklin, Airhal, Semkanie. and Amatur; an 
inquiry will bring it all to light. 1 did not allow the men who nro living nt my 
residence to take part in the massacre; and all these circumstances took place 
With the knowledge of the Agents and officers aforenamed. 
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Court. After having ssked the authorities for troops, these misdeeds were 
ot prevented ; was it to protect your residence that you made that demand, or 
why t—Prisoner. On asking General Tahir Pasha to send some troops’ to 
Mokbtara to prevent any disorder there, he sent me thirty soldiers. Then when 
the ex-Governor came to Bteddin, asked him to increase the number, and he 
sent me twenty more; thus the total number was fifty: yet, by a decree of 
Providence, these things took place, 

Court. You just said that you did all in your power to prevent the misdeeds 
which occurred. What did y ‘and ia behalf of the Christians of what 
locality ?—Prisoner. When the Christians began to take up arms, the authority 
ordered me to xeizo their arms. 1 consulted the Greck Catholic Bishops of 

idon and Deirvel-Kamar, who exerted themselves with me for the tranquillization 
of tho district, and we Informed the Bishop of Jezzin of our project. We 
endeavouted by day and by night to attain this object, so that all that occurred 
was against my will, I protected those of the inhabitants of Deir-cl-Kamar who 
came to me, as well as the majority of the inbabitants of Shweifat, Kharut, and 
Tuffah, but could not prevent that which occurred to the inhabitants of Derb-es- 
Sim, Besides tho Damascenes, I exerted myself for the preservation of 6,000 
Christians, and I went ia pervon from time to time, and conducted! them to 
Sidon. I havo in my possession a certifieate from the Military Council of Deir- 
el-Kamar upon this subject. {punished afl that came to’me with news of 
massacres. Ali Humadi has confessed that he west to Hasboya, [have handed 
in the certificate that the Court may road it, Its contents will bring the truth 
to light. ‘Thete documents will prove the efforts that T made on the occasion 
referred to, for the tranquillization of disorders and the protection of life. In 
conformity with an order sent by his Excelleocy the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
to the Kaimakam, enjoining the Mokatadjis to go through theie difforont localities 
to rescue tho Christians, 1 visited the places confided to my administration, 
the districts of Kharut, of Tuffth, of Jezain, of Jibbcl-cl-Riban, ond there 
reassured the Christians, the majority of whom Tewtsed to return to their cottages, 
and gave them money, provisions, &e, T also gave them the necessary presents 
irom my own purse, and T restored a great portion of their goods which T mado 
the Druses give up for them 


Continuation of the Examination of Said Bek Joublat, 23 Rebi-el-owel, 1277 
(8th October, 1860), 


Court. You said that you had no connection with Kasim yourself, but it 
has been proved that the joarney of that person with some Druses to Sidon was 
for the purpose of protecting your property in that noighbourhood !~—Prisoner. 
‘The above-named did not go for the purpose of protecting my property, and he 
‘hus 0 rolationship with me. Hix journey to Sidon was undertaken entirely on 
hie own necount: Ay soon as t heard that some Druses bad proposed to go 
thither to commit disturbances, I sent thither some of my men to prevent thet, 
and fearing lest the rioters should arrive before my mien, L wrote to the said 
Kasitn, desiring him to inform the authorities. 

Court. It is proved by the mazbata of the Council of Sidon that Kasim 
Yavaf had the care of your property at Skdon !—Prisoner. T never constituted 

y steward. 
ert. You who were the mest notable of the Emirs of the Druse Mountain, 
Adininistrator of five Mokatans, why did you not prevent the Druses who wore 
uit jurisdiction from going to war, in spite of the repeated orders of the 
ad other Mokatadjis, to maint order and t 


18, Whilat troubles and oces 
The Christians having attacked the Druses in my j 1 found it impos 
sible ta prevent the latter from engaging in the eduflict, excepting those in’ my 
house. 

Court. Whence came the Cliristians, and whither did they go?—Prisoner 
‘The Christians came from the neighbourhood of Jezzin, nnd attacked the villages 
of Nia and Bathir. 

Court, To whom do the villages of Bathir and Niba belong t—Prisoner. Th 
are in wy Mokatans 
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Court. If that is the case, why did you not prevent both parties Prisoner. 
I admonished the Druses, and admonished and threatened the Christians; but 
these admonitions did not prevent them. Had I gone in person a war would 
hhave been the consequence, as I have said in the declaration that I made. 

Court. Besides the Christians of Jezzin, who else came !—Prisoner. ‘The 
Christians of Beka came from the villages of Shweif upon those of Mershed 
and Jebbi. 

Court. When Tahir Pasha came to make peace between the Druses and the 
Christians, you were there with the others. Since you hud all given assurances 
that nothing should occur on the part of the Druses against the Christians, why 
did the Druses afterwards attack the Christians; and knowing positively 
that these events would occur, why did not you inform the said Pasha ?— 
Prisoner. Wad we given any assurances we should have given a mazbata, 

Court. How then did’ that oceur; did you not assure him?—Prisoner. 
Kasin Bek Neked was with met I guve no promise, and am ot aware that 
Kasim Bek did. 

Court, Did not Tahir Pasha make certain representations to you? And 
did you not say anything to him either good or bad? And why did’ ho sond for 
you thither?—Prisoner. He spoke to us for s long time, and charged us to 
prevent the war at Deir-cl-Kamar. 

Court. If that is the case, what answer did you give bim?—Prisoner. 1 
answered that I could not give a guarantes ? 

Court, How did Kasim Bek answer !—Prisoner, He answered in the samo 
manner. 

Court, Why did you give auch an answer ?—Privoner, Beonuse the district 
of Deir-cl-Kamar, with the Mokatans, are in the village of Baaklio, and there 
being at that time certain quarrels had arisen between the inhabitants of the 
Mokatoas and those of the said village. 

Court, You sald that you charged the people of Deir-el-Kumar to beg 
‘Tahir Pasha to remain; did they make that roquest =Prisoner. T hoard from 
the people of Deir-el-Kamar that they had done 60. 

Court, Tt results from your answers that you were aware of the sad events 
that were about to occur at Dei-el-Kamar, Was it not your duty, therefore, 
in your quality of Government funetionary, to explain to Tahir Pasha the actual 
state of affairs by o mazbata or declaration? In order to remedy the events 
did you inform the authorities Prisoner. We did sot know exnctly whit was 
going to take place, but we feared it. I gave the information to ‘Tubir Pasho 
by word of mouth, In spite of all that was said to me by Abd-cs-Selam Tek 
and Mejor Ali Effendi, 1 refused to sy thot I had no confidence jn the state of 
things: Tshowed those same doubta ia my letter, in answer to that which I 
hhnd received from the British Consul, I also said that to prevent the occurrence 
of events at Zable and Deirel-Kamar it was necessary to employ the force of 
the nathority. Me 

Court, Were these letters posterior to the return of Tuhir Pasha from that 
locality !—Pritoner. Yes. 

Court. Had you received any answer from the Council ?—Prisoner. 1 do 
not know; I will look amongst my papers. 

Court, After. you were assured that Deir-ol-Kamuar was to be attacked, aad 
informed his, and asked him to prevent the occurrence, did you not say’ that 
you would assist in the attainment of this object ?—Prisoner. I had written on 
this subject to the Kaigoakum, 

Court. What answer did you rective *—Privoner. He replied that I was to 
prevent the disorders, 

Court, Did you inform the authorities of the way in which the Knimakam 
replied to you!—Prisoner. We addressed ourselves to the Kaitnakan ? 

Cowrt, Ought you not, in your quality of subaltern of the Imperial 
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Government, to have explained to the authorities the events of Deir-el-Kamar?— 
Privoner. I did not write, but [informed the authorities verbally. 

The Druse Kaimakam, Emir Mohammed, being called in, was asked -— 

Court, Is it true that Suid Bek Joublat informed you that the Drases of his 
Mokataas quitted their lands and engaged in war, and that you, in your turn, 
brought the circumstance to the knowledge of the authority ?—Witness, He 
wrote me nothing on this subject; he used to write to me after the events had 
taken place. 

Suid Bek examined, answered:—I did not write to him in that way. 
wrote to him after the occurrence of an event, us before it I could not know it. 

Kasim Bek Abu Neked introduced, was examined as follows -— 

Court. When ‘Tahir Pasha was at Deitel-Kamar did he ask you for a 
guamtee for the safety of that place, or not t—Witness. Although we asked for 
a guarantee we did not give it if 

out why did you not give itt—Witnes. Because only Said Bek and 
myself were then present. The other Druse notables not bei 
could not give « guarantee, Bia 

Court, Were you made responsible? How was it —Witness. We answe 
that we could not be Tepopable.® iets piers 

Court. What was your idea !— 
tho intention of the other Druses, 
Karae 
_. Court, Had you informed the Kaimakam or Governor-General t—Wiiness 
No, wo did not. ‘ 

Court. Aw it was necessary to inform the Kaimakam or the authority of 
how ovents, why did you not write to them !—Wirness. I had received notice 
the same evening, and'1 was obliged to go to the village of Muallaker ; for that 
reason T took no steps, and wrote noth 

Court, Was no one belonging to your district prosent at Deit-el-Kamar at 
the masiacre 2 —HFi there were, 

Court, Ax some Druses who aro of your mokataa were present at the 
massacre at Deir-el-Kamar, why did not you prevent then ?— Tinea On that 
day Uhad gone to Sidon,’ to conduct thither some of 


i ie notables, and of th 
inhabitants of Hasbeya and of Deitel-Damar, as T said in wy former st a " 


‘itners. We being but two, and not knowing 
could not give a guarantee for Deir-cl- 


Continuation of Examination of Said Bek Joublat, 24 Rebi-clowel, 1277 
(October 9, 1860), 


Court. Had you any correspondence with Ismail-el-Atmush, Chief of the 
Deuses of the Hauran 't—Prisoner. Yes. When he came to Bokan, 
te of his arrival in a letter he wrote to me. 
and 1 informed the Governor, 


Court, Had you received any notice from Wakil Hamdan and Istmail-el- 


nformed 
1 roplied, telling hit to return ; 


Atrash that the Druses had come to Bokaa to attack Zableh '—Prisoner, Besides 
the letter to. which 1 havo alluded above, received from Iemail Atrash, Weld 


and others, Furis Amir wrote to tell me that be wished to come in consequence 
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ST 


of the events he had heard of; but as J answered that he should not, he did not 
come. 5 

‘Court. ‘The orders which the late Military Mushir bad given when he heard 
that the Druses of Hauran intended to attack Zableh, whereas the said Atrash hind 
written that he was going to attack that place; you, according to the plan you 
hhad among you, sent the kerchief of your wife, tied at its two ends,* to the said 
Temail, asking for help; and collecting a crowd of rioters, you were the cause 
of the destruction of the Emirs of Beit Shuhat, and of the Christians at Hasbeya 
and Rasheya ; why did you do this !—Prisoner. | have no knowledge of it. 1 
did not send anything, Bat the said Ismail, on coming to the Bokna, informed 
me of his arrival, and, as I said, I wrote to him not to come, 

‘Court. Where is the letter whieh you received on this subject Prisoner. 
1 do not remember whether the Governor-General has it, or the Ka 

Court, Did you write anything to the Emlah Mudiri, Ahmed Efendi, on the 
‘events which were passing in and out of your mukatas, and did he inform you of 
what was passing here?—Pritoner. We had no correspondence upon this 
subject. 
ee Court, Was not this letter writton to you by Ahmed Efendi ?— Prisoner, 
Although this letter is from me, Ido not remember that the adjoined note is 
mine, 

‘Court. After careful examination, tell us in whose handwriting that note is 
written !—Pritoner. 1 do not recognize the handwriting 

Court. When Zahleh was attacked, who were the Druse notables of Mount 
Lebanon that took part in the massacre?—Prisoner. There were no people of 
note from my mokataa ; some of the inhabitants were there ; of notables thers 
‘were Kenj aid Melhem, relations of Amad. 

Court, Were any of your relations, or of your neighbours, or of the people 
of Moktaruh, at the massacre of Jezzin !—Prisoner, 1 did not lot any one Ko 
there, 

Court, Where, thi Jin Joublat, your brother-in-law, Ati Joublat, 
and your son-in-law, Selim Shems t=Privoner. Selim and Ali were not at the 
war, they were at Moktarah, or Banderas, and Selim Shems at the village of 
Bathir, Ido not know whether he was present at the massacres or not 

Court. Have you any Christian police ?—Prisoner. Yes, U have, They are 
of the Ajil family ; the eldest are Abdullah and Mubsrick Abu Rashid, of the 
village of Moktarah ; there aro Anton, Yusnf, Nikola, and seyeral others, 

Court. Who are the Druses in your service ?—Prisoner. Théra aro two of 
the family Abd-el-Samed, two of the fatnily of Abu Shekra, some of that of Seif 
who are in the village of Niba, and some of that of Hamis, 

Court. Did any of those in your service, whether Druses or Christians, take 
part in the massacre at Jexzin?—Prisoner. The Deruses and Christians of Niku 
were present at the massacre at Jezzin. Although I prevented those of Moktaralh 
from taking part, they assembled with the Christians of the villages in their 
territory, and went with them to the war. 

Court. How did it happen that these, although in your service, went to tho 
war? Did you not givo them any orders'on the subject *—Prisoner. Although 
in my service, they lived in their own houses; I gave orders both to them and 
to the other people, and when the Christians camo to attack them, 1 prevented 
those who were with me : only those who were in their villages went to the war, 
as is proved by the mnzbatas, 

wert. Why did not you, after the war, punish those porsons for disobestience 
to your orders Prisoner. They being Druses and Christians, by whom could | 
have them punished ? 

Court, What were the contents of the letter that you addressed to tho 
inhabitants of Jezzin on the Sth Zilkade?—Prisoner. My object was to r 

them by appensing the disorders. 


# There i 10 reasoa at all to believe the hare statemeot that Soid Teh had seot his 
Lerche iodeed, there are many eireamatances whiels prove that this fen hte ealumny 

+ Suid Lick had written peaceful letters to both Clivstisns and Druses, to ean, the prevailing 
aghation. The Coistine of the Sensi had atiached the Tinvver of the Sut, fore, 
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Gontinvation of triul of Said Bek Joublat, on 2 Rebi-el-Akhir, 1,977 
(October 17, 1860). 


Court. Did any one from Deir-el-Kamar, before the massacre, come to you 
for protection, and if s0, who came 1—Prisoner, Nobody came. , 

Court. Did you at the time send your Secretary, Kasin. Hosn-ed-Din, and 
Ahi Hamadi to Bteddin ; and if so, for what purpose did you send then ee 
Prisoner. Yes, { had sent Kasim Hosn-ed-Din to see what he could do torent 
And calm the prevalent agitation, especially as the Bishop of Jezzin eaid' that it 
in aiicable understanding could be come to with the people of the Deir all 
other places would follo 

Court. Before the figh 
thither*—Prigoner. 1 
used to go there offen. 


tranquillise matters, 

Court. How many lays before the fighting did you go to Bteddin, and come 
to this understanding ; and with what officers was it?—Prisoner. I vill inguire 
it was a few lays previously, but 1 will answer positively after referring to my 
Kapers. The officers were Colonel “Abd-es-Salam Bek, and the Bimbashi At 
Agha, 

Court. Was the understanding written or vorbal?—Prisoner. Verbal 

Court Was there not, between you and the other Druse Mokatadjs, an 
understanding. as to the aitack on Deit<l-Kamne?—Prisner, No thes wen 
not. 

Court. You had taken some notables of Deitel-Kamar, and detained thein 
at Moktam, what eas your motive for thist— Prisoner, took no one, nod duty ny 
no one. "Three persons came to me of thelr own accord. 

Court. Who were the principal persons who came to you both before and 
after the massacre ; and did they come of their own accord ?—Prisoner tage 
Na Person and the Catholic Bishop of the town, und twenty Priests with bine 
None came before the massacre ; they came of their own accord, 

Court. The two wocts being at war, how wore these persons able to go to 
you in safety ?—Prisoner. Because of the conviction that l wished. to stop the 
evi, and that I took no part in the disorders. 

Court. You had thew the power to protect them ; whereas, by ‘your previous 
statements, you had no power to restrain even the people of your own makataays 
You Contmdict yourself. What is the truth?—Prisoner. ‘The Druscs who were 
Da ARd by the Christians nat defended themselves, T had no power to controly 
but those persons were in my own district, and it is obvious tht place where 
commotion exists, nod one where it does not, are two different things. 

Court. Why did your people pursue the fugitives from Join as far as 
Sida. and Kill more than 150 of them ?—Prisoner. I know nothing of it 

Court. Why did y days after the affair at Jezzin, send Ahmed 
Selman and others to the village of Heitura, in the district of Jebaa ?---Pyassney 
T never sent 

Court. The favourable testimonials you obtained frot the people of Deircele 
Knuoar, and of Jezzia, and which you have produced, Bow did youobtetn theres 
{or itis stated that they were procured by compalsion. What bave you to say foe 
Prisoner, “Che people of Deit-el-Kamar gave testimonials to one of ny attendants 
at Bteddin in the presence of the military ollicers.* Some sent rae such fan 
Hants after their wrival at Sidon and Beyrout, and by force I never took one 
from anybody 

‘The people of Duitol-Kasnar pa 
siblemants ther toute’ ad 

tne actted Us interested 
lsticetly ated hy many pereon 
{com the Mustain 0 give evidence Ww rornt 


were with, aust warned 
mot ta aay anything in 


in eine they did so.” Some of 
ee Cat th: others have been 
10 far infaeneed 


‘The Court read the declaration of some of the notables of the town to the 
Prisoner (this declaration renders the testimonials worthless). ‘The prisoner 
replied, I request two things; first, that the signors of these testimonials should 
be brought here auid interrogated individually ; secondly, as I have heard before 
coming here that the Deir-el-Kamar people had sent memorials to the European 
Consuls at Beyrout containing nothing of the kind, the citcumstance proves that 

nt declaration is false. 
Bree te aha one © wien these memorials were addressed ?— 
Prisoner. According to what I heard they were addressed to - 

Court. How din you get possession of the letters addressed to the people of 
Zable by the people of Jezxin, and which you have exhibited ?—Prisoner, 
Druses gave then to me. 

Court. Who brought them ? where were they found? and. why were they 
not given to any other Mokatadji ?—Prisoner. ‘They found them in the houses of 
the Christians ; those who gave them to me I will inquire about, and inform you, 
‘The reason they brought them was (because I used fo reprove them inorder to 
restrain them) to show me what was the intention of the people of Jeaxin against 
them. 

Court, Since the majority of the notables of the Sbuf were under! your 
onders, were you not able to nestmin them ?—Privonér. L have already said ‘that 
the quarrel was between the Druses and the Christians, and those in my districts 
belonged to both scets : with whou was 1 to restrain ? 

Court. Before the attack on Deir-el-Kaniat, did ny one ome to you on the 
part of Abd-es-Selam Bek, the Military Commander of B'teddin t~~Prisoner, No 
one came, 

‘Court. He had sent you a lieutenant to tell you that the Druses were about 
to attack Deir-el-Kamar, and begging you to come and prevent them, — 14 it 0 }—= 
Prisoner. No, he did not send any one. 

“ourt, ‘The lieutenant went to you, and saw you, and you said to him, *E 
have Isinail-cl-Atrash as a guest, aud I cannot come," nnd he himself saw Isenail= 
cl-Atrash *—Prisoner. I didnot give this reply, and when Istnnilsel-Atrash was 
With too, his presence did not prevent my abseiting myself {rom Mokltara, ax 
went over to Sidon, &e® 

Court. But the tieutenant did come to you ?—Prisoner, No, he did not, 

Court. Why did Ismail-el-Atmsh -comi to you, and Who was with him ?— 
Privoner, He came to remonsteate with me on uly favouring the Chriatians, and 
Keeping aloof from the Druses; he had about twenty followers, but:no-Chief 
with hit, 

Court, How long did he remain with you?—Prisoner (after some hesita- 
tion). Loss than a week, 

Court, What did you converse about !—Privoner. About nothing particular ; 
most of the time T used to go away and not return fill the evening, 

Court. Whithee?—Privoner. To 'teddin, to wait upon Khoorshid Pasha, and 
nce, by his order I entered Deir-el-Kumar, and brought away the feanaining 

ple 
PF Court. Whoa lomail canto tothe Bokan from the Hauran, he wrote you aletter; 
what wero the contents ?— Prisoner. Yes, he did : the contents wore to. apprize 
twe of their arrival, and that T had not communicated with them, I think Tvent 
the letter to the Pasha, but I will look for it. 

Court. Did you send the Pasha n copy or the original !—Privoner, T wilh 
look and ascertain, 

Courts What answer did you roceive from the Pasha 2—Prisoner. ‘To prevent 
collisions. 

Court, How many days after did you ‘receive the answert—Prisoner, I do 
‘nat remember, 


Fee to prevent the 
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| Court, Did you receive it before or after the attack on Zahleh ?— 
Prisoner. 1 must consult my papers before I can reply. 

Court. Did you receive a letter from Ahmed Effendi about this matter (the 
coming of the people of Hauran)?—Prisoner. No; I did not (three times 
times repeated), . 

Court, Ahmed Effendi states that he wrote to you a letter on this subject, 
and that you never answered him ?—Prisoner. I received no letter from Abmed 
Effendi. 

[Memorandum by Mr. Vice-Consul Moore—I was surprised to see Husscin 
Bak on'tho Commission. This person commanded at Bualbek at. the. time of 
the outbreak there, his own Irregulars commencing the onslaught. He was 
over-zealous during the sitting, as if he had something to cover, and showed 
more nimus against the prisoner than any one else.) 


Continuation of the Examination of Said Joublat, October 18, 1860. 


Court (after perusal of the document. signed by the Bishop of Jezzin, and 
addressed to the + of Zahileh, calling; upon ee roma hatha, rele of 
Deirel-Kamar), What is your ole in producing thisstoounentt—Prizoner, To 
show that the Christians of Jezzin commenced the attack on the Shuf, 

Court, Inmail-cl-Atrash came to you before or after the attack on Zableh ? 
"Court. Had you seen hit bef 

Court. Had you seen him before at all t—Prisoner, No; I had not. 
we Le Said’ Bek Joublat presented the letter of Ismail Atrash to the 

Court, We have read this letter; at the commencement the writer thanks 
jou for your assistance and zeal you displayed !—Prisoner. esctencrcial 

ms of expression, in tho eame way as they say further on, “With the 
assistance of the Almighty.”* 1 answered them ia a deprecatory and warning 
senso, and immedintely informed the Government, 

Court, You sent a copy of the letter in question to Khoorshid Pasha ? 
Prisoner. T went » copy either to the Pasba or to his Kahia at Beyroat. 

Court. Tell us the teuth about this— Prisoner. This is the truth. 

Court. With whom did you rend it, and how ?—Prisoner, By an. express 
messenger. 

Court. Did you send it dirvct, or through some one !—Privoner. Direct. 

Gourt. Did they answer you; and if s0, how t—Prisoner, They did, telling 
Tibteeh bat eea ety corr 

rt — Prisoner. Ne 
wa et sinc” 0 the ment. soon took place, 

‘Court. At the end of Atrnsh’s letter he says that they have come with their 

ands of Kel Fle to attack Zhe a tk what darian meee 
Wve you to say to that?—Prisoner. There is also a ceremonial ion 
Pres i en form of exprossion 
it. Since that is so, why did you nocopt as. guest such a Ps 

feud doaketa Racpraee Tube araaee Pimeniony nee 

Court. If you had been displeased with his conduct, and had no part with 
him, would it not have been proper for you to refuse to receive him, or 
him’; or, if that were not in your power, to come to the Government and 
them notice ?—Prisoner, To wine or tum him away 1 had no power ; ax to 
coming to the Government, it was not proper I should do so, ax disturbances 
might have broken out at MoKhtara 

rt. But at least would it not have been proper that you she eo 
informed the Government by an agent, if you could not come sea ee 
Prisoner, As be came as a guest I did not think it proper to give notice to the 


© "The Arable language i full of these corewoulal forms of exprresion, and really mean nothing 
mare than simimen.politonen. In Arable letat-writing the writer ofeo thank and. peases the 


After a little time the prisoner said, I sent word to Khoorshid Pasha, 
who was at B'teddin, the day after Atrash’s arrival. 

Court. By receiving such bloodthirsty, ruffianly scoundrel, did you not 
lay yourself open to the suspicion of collusion with him *—Prizoner. No, it does 
not follow 

‘Court, You said that if you quitted your Mokataa to give notice to the 
Government, disturbances might occur therein ; how did you go then to B'tteddin, 
and leave your place t—Prisoner. Sidon and B'teddin are on the confines of iy 
district. My going to those places was not going out of my district. 

‘Court, You said that while Ismail-el-Atrash was with you, you ¢ 
that if you quitted your place disturbances might break out. From this it is to 
be inferred that in Your presence Atrash dare not do anything ; therefore, that be 
obeys you. What do you aay to thist—Prisoner. My fears were not on account 
of Atrash, but on that of the Druses of my own Mokataa. 

Court, Although Ismail Atrash, in consequence of the stringent orders of 
tho Mushir of Damascus, had declared that he would not cote into the Byalet, 
yet you, agreeably with & custom provalent amongst you, sont him the ends of 

of your wife, meaning that the Druses are hard pressed and require 
i and ake hin for" assistance ; aod e, therefore, collected is, rans, 
‘and, uniting with the bad subjects of the Byalet, slaughtered the Christians of 
Hasbeya and Rasheya, and all the Shebab Emirs, It is inferred that, these 
‘atrocities were by your instigation, from your hatred to and enmity with the 
Shehab Emirs 


Continued trial of Said Bek Joublat, October 20, 1860. 


Today certain Christians of Deir-el-Ramar, four of whom hud signed in 
favour of Said Bok the testiinoniat bofore referred to, were brought to the Court 
and interrogated. ‘The four stated that they acted under fear of thett lives; that 
the testimonials wero prepared by Said Bek’s Secretary, and presented to them 
for signature at Mokhtara, whither they had been taken by Said Bek for snfety, 
some going of their own accord; and that it would have been as much as their 
lives were worth to refuse their signatures. ‘They related how they had fallen at 
his fect, and besought hitn to interfere and sive their families and relations from 
death, and that he said he would xend Ali Harnadi to do 40. 

‘The prisoner was then introduced, and heard the statements separately. 
He said that if they now chase to retract what they had stated in the testimonial 
he could not help itz that compulsion had not beet used in any instance ; but he 
did not deny tbat the documents had been prepared by his Socretary. He 
eruphatically dwelt, however, apon the memorials these persons had sent to the 
Consuls. after thelr arrival in Beyrout, bearing favourable testimony to his 
conduct and proceedings, Ho indieated two other persons of Deirvel-Kmar 
cho he wished should be questioned on the subject, and who were signors of 
these testimonials. ‘They were ordered by the Court to be invited to attend for 
the purpose. , 

"The prisoner banded in a quantity of documents in his justification, which 
wore ordered to be translated into Turkish. 


Trial of Suid Bek Joublat continued, October £2, 1860 


Court. You have been asked twice before whether, when Tamnail-el-Atrash 
camo to viait you, you gave notice of it to the Government, and whether you did 
not think it newosury to do ng, you answered inthe negative, The hind time 
vou were asked, you answered that on the second day of his arrival you went to 
Weddin, aod informed Khoorshid Pasha of the same. ‘What did you say to 
thins, and what was his answer ?—Prisoner, Uw my first replies 1 ‘said I did not 
consider it necessary to do x0, as hie had come av a guest; yet, on the second 
Gay, L informed Rhoorshid Pasha. He did not make any reply. | * 

Y* Cyurt, You said you would ascertain from your papers Whether the answer 
you recived frow the Govoraiment, in roply to” your communication of « copy 
Ataah's letter to you, informing you of his arrival in the Beka, was before 
or after the attack of Zableh, Have you ascertained that point ?—Prisoner. 1 
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have not been able to ascertain the point but the answer I received announced 
that troops had hicen sent to Zableh. 

Court. The two letters written by the people of Jezzin, and which you 
stated had been given you by the Druses, you said you would ascertain who had 
given them to you, and inform the Court’ have you done so Prisoner Three 
ot been able to do so. - 

Court. Abmed Effendi states that he wrote you a letter about the ‘approach 
ot Ismail Atrash to attack Zahileh, accompanying the reply of tho Goversmonn 
and that you acknowledged its receipt to him. You my that no-corresponitence 
passed between you and Ahmed Effendi oa the subject. Ahmed Effendi will be 
called in, and will depose in your presence. 

Ahmad Efendi was then called in, and deposed that he had written such a 
fetter to Said Bek Joublat, and received his acknowledgment.-—Prisoner sail he 
hhad no recollection of the circumstance 

Abd-es-Salam Bek (M ity Commander at Deirel-Kamar) was then 
called. in =— 

Court. When you were nt Btev 
‘stute in case the Christians came ti 
he would not fight, 
before the war, anc 


Wh 
Wero two attacks on 
Bteddin for safety — 
Teannot tell.¢ 


sevoral of the 
Said Bok’s 


purpose of calming 
id said that the 


to the 
tables 


Court. You were in the service of His Imperial Majesty, and in command 
Of the troops; mod it was your duty, and most important, that you should hens 
been present at their conference : why, therefore, did you allow yourself to be 
excluded, and why did not you afterwards certain what had been decided ipon, 
as you ought to have done Witness, It wns miy duty to do 10, bat I did'nt 
think of it ut the time. I swear that I don't know what they said, nor what thee did, 

Nadir Alu Akor, who bad been asked for by Said Joublat as a witaea wes 
here called in and interrogated :— 

Court. Have you any knowledge of any good conduct on the part of Sai 
Joublat during the recent war in the Labanon, and if so, wikt is itn 
Pitneas. Early on the second day after the first attack on Deir-el- Kamar by the 
Druses, Said Joublat sent for twelve notables of the town, ‘The Mohavsil 
(Governor) informed us of it, and I went along with the notables; aboor thirty 
suidiers teorted us. We cue to Hteddin, and found Sud Bek there, aay 

Tdon't wish for war, and T desire to stop und prevent it," und he 


bal not wish for warfare, Wut denied minory 
ase of an wothal 
§ "Thi fanaa inser hy the ms oroees No Heid Hvk, an yhove who deny ic may 
‘by firly sab to hate ben nore wide 


did stop it. He then took me and four others (naming them) to Mokhtara with 
him we slept one night there, and rotarned to Deir-el-Kamar, Some of the 
notables of the town had previously been sent to Bteddin, but whether to Said 
Bek or to his Sceretary, I don't know. ‘They went, md I afterwards understood 
that he made them seal and sign documents testifying to his good conduct 
during the events of the Mountain. 

Court. What do you know of the proceedings of S 


reassuring and lulling into security 


assim Youssef, he 
T had nothing to do with 


[Note by Mfr. Vice-Consul Moore:-—Hercupon Husni Bok and Shukri E 
the Interpreter browbeat the prisoner, The latter said angrily : “Do you wean 
to say, oF you misht as well say, that Kasim Youssef killed and plandered lio 
by order of Khoorshid Pasha?" which alarmed and silenced the prisotcr. He, 
however, was most anxious to bring the point conspicuously forward, und to 
have it inserted in the Minutes, He croxs-questioned the witness, who adhored 
to his staterenta, although he did not prove them.) 

Court (to Said Joublat), Did not Kasitn Yousot visit you after his flight 
from Sidon ?—Prisomer. Whilst at Sidon he was in the service of Khoorslad 
Pasha; he afterwards paid me a visit. Prisoner denied that a Heutenant had 
been sont to him by Abd-cs-Salam Bek to apprize him of the impending attack 
on Deir-el-Kamar, Abd-es-Salam Bek was introduced (in chains), and ro-adirmed 

Htatement as above recorded; the officer had reported that he hnd seen 

el-Atrash at Said Bek’s, and that the latter excused himself from coming. 
Prisoner denied it all, Wituess then gave the name of the officer he had 
which was Talib Agha, and said that Major Ali Agha was prosent when ho sent 
him, nd suggested that the Court should examine both if tt thought necessary 
Prisoner then appealed to witness whether he did not, on the contrary, boy 
for a reasonable number of troops from Tabir Pasha to act with effect. Witness 
corroborates the statement. 

[Note by Mr. Vice-Coneul Moore, who was present at the triul ax delegate 
from the British Commissioner :—Tho evidence adduced at the trial thir for 
strengthens the opinion that I have always entertained, based upon the known 
conduet of Said Bek at the time, that ut first he was averte to the war, und 
endeavoured to prevent it; but socing the indifference, to say no worse, ofthe 
Turkish authorities, he allowed matters to take their course ] 

Jt having: been ‘stated in the examination of the Christina witnesses that 
tomo of the favourable testimonials were sealed and signed wider coercion, Said 
Bek stated that these persons had explained the tate of afluirs to the Constil, 
and begged that the Consuls might be requested fo say what they know about 
tho matter. ‘This request was coxmplied with, und the Governor-General wrote 
note to the Consuls, to which the following answers were received — 

From the British Convul-General: “It results from the verbal declaration 
made by MM. Jebrail Moshaka, Yakub Jabil, Habib Akawi Khalil B 
thers, all Christians of Deir-el-Kamar, that haying had recourse to Suid Jocblat, 
this latter conducted them safe and sound to Sidon with their families. In my 
Chancery {find the copy of # report presented: by the inhabitants of Deiat 
Kamar to the local authority, containing a paragraph = that when the first 
Attack took place, that is, when the Druses had surrounded Deir-el- Kamar, the 
Christinn notables asked both by writing and verbally, both the Military Gone 
manders and the Civil authority, either to prevent the Druses from hurting them 
oF to supply them with ammunition, Unsuccessful in their application for arue 


© This annwor of the prinouer being found spon what be sis he beard repeated; aot bs 
recived oe exideove ! 
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and for permission to defend themselves, they bad recourse to Said Joablat and 
to Beshir Neked, and bezged them to disperse the Druses, who would obey them, 
and in this sense framed a letter to the address of Said Joublat, and delivered it 
‘open tothe authority at Deir-el-Kamar, ‘The authority sent it to the Lieutenant 
Abd-es-Salam Bek. Said Bek answered that he must confer with some of the 
notables for this, and some of them should come to Bteddin, ‘The Christian 
utables went to the ploce appointed; the conference was bel, and the Druses 
were dispersed. This being the contents of the second paragraph 1 have copied 
its itis. 

“10 Rebivel-Akker, 1277," 

Letter from the Russian Consul-General, dated 11th October, 1860:— 

* In easformity with your request, {have eared in my ofice for delar- 
tions jn favour of Said Joublat, and have found nothing of the kind.” 


Letter from the Prussian Consul, dated 24th October, 1860" :— 
“No report in favour of Said Joublat has been presented to me by the 
inhabitants of Deir-el-Kamar, Read this to the Tribunal.” 


Latter from the Austrian Consul-General, dated 26th October, 1860 :— 

““Thave received your letter dated 7 Zilhidgé, in whieh your ask me if any 
reports in favour of Snie Joublat have been sent to my office. Having searched, 
Thave found none,” 

Upon these letters being read to said Bey Joublut, he answered that the 
Consuls bad only been asked whether they had in their possession any docoments 
in his fhvour; whereas they should have been requested to sond to the tribunal 
any documents in their possession, whether for or against. ‘This request having 
tyoen weceded to, the Court charged Hanna Efendi to wnte again to the Consuls 
in that sen 

“The document written by Said Bey in his justification having been translated, 
it was rend to the Court. In it Said Bey Joublat explains that he did all in 
his power to prevent the Druses from committing outrages, 

Then ensued a conversation as follows between Said Bey and Daoud 


Said. These disorders of long standing, are they suitable to my interests ?— 
Daoud. 1 not know. 

Said. Do you not know bow much I exerted myself ever since the out. 
‘Dreak at Beit Miri to put down the sedition !—Deoud, | have made my declara- 
tion in writing, and I know that you are one of the Chiefs of the Druses. 

Said. Do you know that all the Drusex are subject to my orders t—Daowd. 
Without doubt they are under your orders. 

Said. When I went by order of Khoorshid Pasha to Deirel-Kamar and 

xpelled the rioters, did T not conduct you and Mr. Bird, and about thirty 
Chirtians, with your property, your wives, and. your childreo, and consign you 
to Shabin Abu Neked f--Daowd. Ae. Bird’ being’ unable to restrain the Drasea, 


went to you. You eame and put an end to the devastation+ You conducted 
tus outside the town ip all security, and gave us over to Shabin, and told him that 
if a drop of our blood were spilt, the Druses should sulfer death. 

"Then ensued a conversation with Anton Akawii— 

Said. Did T not exert myself to put a stop to the sedition from the time of 
the outbreak at Beit Mini until the ends did take any part in the combats or 


in the devastation ?—ntoon. 1 saw that you exerted yourself to stop the 
devastation, and I do not know that you took part either in the sad events of 


the beginning or at the end. P 
‘Said. Was | present nt the fighting !—<Antoon. No; you were not, 
Said, In the name of your religion, speak the truth in this matter— 
‘Antoon. 1 swear by my religion that 1 do not know ; I was concealed in place 
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heat the apartments of the women; there were with ae ishop, some 
Priests, some women, children, and effects eerie 

Seid. You were of the number of the 100 persons. Ho 
cealed at Mokhtara?—Antoon, We were all in the same 
ourselves when the Druses came. 

Said. Did you not hear that I did not wish for the war!—Anfoon. U neither 
saw nor heard that you recommended the Drases to fight or otherwise: 1 can 
give no testimony. 

Seid. Say what you koow—Anioon. 1 know nothg more 

‘aid. Did I not save you?—Antoon, Yes, you conducted us from 
Mokhtarah to Jéin, and thence Yousef Kasim conducted us to Sidon sali 

‘Seid. Do you know that I desired the war !—Antoon. You said nothing to 
the Druses in ray presence as to whethir you desired them to go to war or not. 

Said. Did I not save you and several of the notables t—Antoom. You saved 
me and the Bishop, the monks of the convent of Amik, the priests of Deirel- 
Kamar, and others; in all seventy persons. You lodged us in Uhe apartments 
of your family and relations, whom you hod established elsewhere, 
not aids BHAT go 40 the fight, oF dil I send any one there ?—Antoon, 1 do 
ot tn a it Ut en ietuals to Dei-l-Kamat 2—datoon, When you heard 

of provisions to Deir-el-Kamar you sent six loads of provisions, 
had thom distrbuted throogh my; brother bite vient 

Then ensued a conversation between Said and Nadir Abu Akar :— 

Said, Did I wish for disorders to=Nadir, I know nothing about former times, 
but with regard to the prosent time I will answer to the best of my kuowledse 

Said. Do I like the conspirators *—Nadir. | know that when the Druses 
surrounded Deir-el-Katnar the first time from 6 o'clock till night (from noon till 
sunset) you dispersed them and put an end to the fight, and the following aight 
we sent you a You sammoned a dozen of us, and when we came to you 
Sou said you did Sol wish for warfare; and that time the people of 
surrounded Deir-el-Katnar, you gave your onders and the is conred, but i 

ss Dei a Ke gave your ul the fighting ceased, but it 

Said, Did 1 work to organise sedition, and did you not. see that the 
T adopted wero for the purpose of putting’ a stop to hostilitios !—Nadir, 
Appearances were as you may, but God only knows the reality. 

Seid. Did ie observe that. 1 aoted ill t—Nadir. No, I did not observe it 

Said. Did I not conduct safe and sound to Sidou your Bishop and thirty 
Priests, and about 100 individuals ?—Nadir, 1 heard so. 

you know that! appointed Kassim Yousef us my ugent 2—Nedir 
Kassim. Yousef was in your servite and paid by you; I did not 
but I know that he, his son, and several of the Hamadis were in your 
service, 
Said. Did 1 appoint him my agent ?—Nadir. No, 
._ Said, Did 1 not send to toll you to beg Twhir Pasha not to leave 1% 
Katoar t—Nadir. Yes, you did. 
Then ensued the following conversation betwoen the prisoner and Halil-el 


ete you con- 
and we hid 


Said. I demand that you will ive witness to what you saw me do—Huti 

Thave already given my declaration in writing as to what { know. 

Fa a hat did 1 do to you t—Halil As for mo you havo dane nothing 
me ; you conduc me, my brothers, and my htarals, 

but good to ie yo y Wy property to Mokhitaral, 

Said, Did you see mo at the fightt—Holil. 1 was not there myself and 
did not see it, and during the first outbreak at Deit-el-Kamar 1 was in the room 
with the authority. 

Seid. Although you were not at the fight, did you not hear ?—Halil. {did 
not hear that you wore at the fight, no one said you were there. ‘The yeovind 
day of the first outbreak you went to Bteddiny and having received a letter {rou 
the Christians of Deir-el-Kamar, who wished to consign to you their arms o 
Condition that the hostilities should cense, you dispersed the Druses, who had 
sarroonded Deinel-Kamar. Afterwarts t weat to Bfovhtarah ind you said thot 
You would not receive the arms of the Christians of Deit-cl-Kantar 

Said. Was it not 1 who caused the cessation of hostilities at Deinele 
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Kamar ?—Halil. Yes, to my knowledge you came to Mokhtarah, and thence 
you went to Sidon, 

Said. Did I not save the Bishop, several priests, and men and women ?— 
Halil, 1 am not able to answer such a question ; all that I know is, that after the 
outbreak at Deir-el-Kamar I saw the persons whom you had saved at Mokhtarah, 
and that you afterwards conducted them to Sidon in safety. 

‘Said, Why did you hide yourself when you were in my house?—Halil, 
From fear of the Druses, for which reason also we left Deir-cl-Kamar. 

‘Said. Did I send provisions to Deir-cl Kamar ?—Hoalil. 1 know that you 
‘sent wheat to Habib Akawi, but I do not know what was done with it.” 


Halil-el-Basha examined. 


Court, Have you signed documents favourable to Said Joublat ?—Witness 
No, L have not. 

Court, Said Joublat cites you os one who can testify to his exertions in 
the onuse of order; do you kiiow anything of that ?—IWitnas. 1 had con 
from Dasauscus to Deirel-Kamar twenty days before the attack on it, 
on busines; after the first attack I wrote to Said Bey to send and fetch 
mo with my two brothers to Mokhtamh, as we were in fear of oar lives ; 
hho at once sent us five Druses and five soldiers who accompanied us by night 
to Mokitarah. We remained there two days; on the third day he tock us with 
hima to a villago called Jin, two hours from Sidon, and there handed us over to 
Kauain Yousef, who conducted us in safety to Sidon. 

‘Court. This ix what concerns yourself personally ; whut did you bear, or 
Know, of nee, of Said Joublat's conduct in the affairs of the Mooptsin 
Witness, Vas a stranger; I remained in a room in his residence, and do not 
know anything of what was passing outside; one thing I saw, und it was that, 
on Wednesday night, on hour ater runset, Talib Agha caine to Mokbitara from 
Deir-cl-Kamat, and informed Said Bey of what was passing there, namely, the 
murder of two priests and one inhabitant. On this reaching my ears, { went 
down to Talib Agha and spoke to him, and asked him of the trath of it. He 
confirmed it. I then made sure that a massacro was inevitable. I then went to 
Said! Bey and entreated him to go next morning to Deirecl-Kamar, saying I was 

n that if he went nothing would happen, He answered that it was impox- 

for hin to do s0, us he feared to trust us by ourselves at Mokhtare, He 
advised us to accompany hie» to Sidon: and accordingly, next day, Thursday, 1 
aud some twenty or thirty other Christians from Deit-cl-Kamar leit with him 
Sidon, 

Court, Uf Said Joublat bad gone at the time, would he havo been able to 
provent the mussucre?—Witness. I think, as fir ae my opinion goes, that he 
Would have been able, 


Habib Akmei exasnined. 


hh Court. You have signed certificates favourable to Said Bey ?—Witness. Yer, 
have, 

Court. Under what circumstances did you sign them !—HWitneas, T signed 
them of my own free will, and without fear. 

‘Court, Are the stitements contained in those testimonials true ?t— Witness, 
What 1 know is this: n short time before the first outbrenk I proceeded to Mok 
turn; th sreond day of the attack Said Bey rode overt Bteddin, and 1 went 
with him. He spoke to Abd-cs-Salam Bey, the military Commander, to give him 
some one on his part to send to Beshir fey Neked, and Melhem Bey Amod, 
nad the Hamadi¢, to tell thom that he, Said Bey, and the Commandant had 
reocived orders from the Pasha, authorising them, in the event of Deir-el-Kamar 
being attacked, to repel the Druses with military farce. He also wrote to Deit- 
el-Kamar, asking for the notables, and they conferred with him, and wrote a 
‘paper akearwicdain the exertions he had displayed in their behalf. He remained 
fill sunset, und returned to Mokhtara, taking with him all who wished to go to 
Mokbtara. I also went, and remained about two months there. According to 
what 1 siw and heard, and from appearances, Said Bey was averse to the 
T heard Druses abuso hit for his invitference. He used to write letters, calling 
upon them to desist. 1 have heard him abuse Hattar Bey Amad and Beshir 
Ney Neked, and complain of the disobedience of the Druses to his orders. 


Court. What was the reason of your remaining all that time at Mokhtara ?— 
Witness, Land others who had come to him bad business at Mokhtara, in-which 
Said Bey had an interest ; it was on that account that | remained. 

Court. During how many years have you bad business transactions with 
Said Joublat t—Iitness. For the last seventeen years. 


Daood Djchami was then examined.* 


Court. What information are you it of relative to Said’ Joublat 
during ‘the events of the Mountain? Did he instigate or share in them ?— 
Witness. What | know is, that he is absolute and supreme ; he could do what 
‘over he pleased, and nothing could take place withoot his permission. Had be not 
‘wished it, nothing would have oceurred in the Mountain. 

Court. Used he to correspond or eommonicate with the Druses?—Witness, 
1 was not his Secretary to know that, but it could not have been otherwise, 
Whenever « Christian was present he used to pretend that what was passing 
was withoot his conseat, and contrary to his wishes, and make a great show of 
tnger, Kassim Yousef and the House of Hamadi were his people, and he 
Employed them as he pleased, for they were ia his service. He tind unlimited 
power, He came to Detr-el-Kamar after the massacre, and was able to save me 
Ind thirty oF forty more from the house of Mr, Bird; but for him we should all 
have pershed. He conducted us outside the town, and handed vs to Shabim Bey, 
to whom he strongly recommended us. 


Said Bey introduced. 


With reference to the statements of the last witness, the prisoner denied 
having the unlimited power ascribed to him. “If 1 had, would the Hamadis 
have dared to attack, ns they did some time time ago, my property,and cut down 
my plantations; does this show my unlimited power over all the Druses "+ 

Prisoner then said he wished to enter into the witness's statements serintim, 
but his doing so was met by the Court with inattention and interruption, ‘The 
prisoner then rose, and complaining loudly, anuoonced his firm. resolve of 
declining to answer any ore questions, or appear before the Commission, who, 
he said, might benceforward act and decide as they might think fit, Whilst he 
‘was still speaking the arrival of hix Excelleney Fuad Pasha was announced, and 
the sitting abruptly terminated. 

[Note by Mr. Vice Consul Moore.—Phat the prisoner should have protested 
against the proceedings is not to be wondered. at, The Court combined with 
much irregularity of procedure a manifest animus against him. Ax will have 
been noticed, points in the evidence favourable to the prisoner were, with much 
that he himself had. to say in his justification, not inserted in the Minutes, and 
upon one oceasion it was only, on my ventuting to call the attention of the 
Court to an important omission of the kind, that it was supplied, He was, not 
allowed suilicient timo to eross-question witnesses nor to combat their allegations, 
whilst any statement reflecting on the conduct of the Turkish functionaries 
was sharply though indireetly repressed. 

"After the incident of "Tuesday, the sitting of the Commission was su 

pended for the day. On Thursday the trial wax not proceeded. with ; peelim. 
haties were arranged for conducting the trial for the foture in. a more regular 
‘manner. 
‘Said Bey was iotroduced, when he handed in a written statement combatting, 
the allegations and depositions of witnestor, and genemnlly excalpating iimeelf on 
‘grounds, far confirmation of which he refers to the “ pidces justifieatives,” more 
than fy in number, handed in by him. He moreover thanked the Court, 
and said that he would, at the next sitting, give n/m list of witnesses whorn he 
wished should be examited, “ 

"Mter this sitting an ioyproved tone and greater regularity of procedure wore 
observable 4 

"Phe witnesses were examined in the absence of the prisoner, and although 
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t this method is bess advan- 
‘The questions to the witnesses 
alated to clicit rvplies in the sense desired by the 


was now introduced, and the following conversation 


Said appealed to this witness about his exertions in the interests of 
tranquillity even since the conflict st Beit Miri—Habib. Ax {ar as U know. you 
‘used 0 to act, but whether you had anything to do with the late transactions I 
cannot tell, 

Said. Was I present at any of the attacks on Deir-el-Kamur?—Habib. No, 
but whether you sent any one I cannot tell 

Seid. Did Unot save you and a number of Christians *—Habib. Yes, you 
faved the Bishop, many priests, and women and children, and property, and eave 
Lup for our use a portion of your own residence. 

Seid. ‘To your knowledge, did L restrain or excite the Druses t—Habib. 1 
id not hear you, whilst I was at Mokhtar, either restrain of excite, conmgled 
as I vas in room in your house for fear of the Druses, who, I belive, weuld 
have beon bold enough to kill ux at Mokhtara itself, 1 could not tell what ae 
Passing at your Council where you were surrounded by Drusest Mut you were 
always waxious to fetch to Mokhtarn the inhabitants of DeirlcKamar till Tae 
Pasha put a stop to it, by prohibiting them from leaving the town, which te 
would not allow, he said, to be thus depopulated and ruined. 

‘Said. Did 1 not send provisions to Deirel-Kamart—Habib. Yes, whon 
You heard of the distros of the people of Deir-el-Kamar, you sent aix mule-lenda 
of flour to my beother, with instructions to distribute it, which he did-t 

<e Htid, Have T not exerted myself to prevent disorder ever since the affair of 
Beit Mirii—Habib. U have scen that youhuve worked hard ¢, prevent the evil.g 
You invited me and Jebran Meshaki and recommended us, on the basis of the 
affair of Beit-Mliri, to prevent our young men froin committing disorders. Vine 
{aid to us that whichever wide guined your interests would suffer, Whether the 
Druses were victorious or not you would still wuffer great losses, and! you udded) 
to Jebran Meshaka that you should feel obliged to hit if be would exert himeelf fe 
the provention of an outbreak 

Said. Have L not xinco the outbreak exerted myself to prevent sedition t= 
Habib, When I wasat Mokhtarn, [noticed that you exerted yourself for that end: 
‘and you told the Druses not to devastate the town, 

Said, When the news arrived that a fight had taken place at Deis-el-Kamur, 
that the people of Jexzin were marching against the Shoof, und that the Christians 
of the Bekaa were going to Mansir, did T not house, 
trying to prevent the fighti dT not 
make hit alight -—Habib, the news arrived that 
Beshir Neke« wr. Some people 

was being burnt ; 

‘You were then 
meantime news of the 
wns recived ; you denied 
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6 I . ared. Nicola Tamé, of 
Sit ober 31, 1860, Christian witnesses appoared. 
ae Mokhtara, examined. 


Wi ms in Said 
at do you know of Said Bey Jeublat !—Witness, 1 wa 
Boysen pps ‘quite true that he protected us Christians of Mo tara 
‘as well as the Christians of Shoof, but with regard to myself, he la pot aid 
Jary.* We know that nothing took place without his ord ler, whe’ a hi 
Skoof oat Deir-el-Kemar ; it was by his orders that Jeazin and Deir- Kamar 
‘wore attacked, for he alone was all-powerful The Drais who weat to the ar 
sed to assemble in his house, and also eave. to hin on their return from nie 
cred tions. He expressed hs satisfaction wih itn who as separa ashving 
Gieinguished himselt in batéle. He had sent to Hasbeya Ali Bey Hal under 
the pretence of bring aay hia sistent but i reality to destroy the Christinns 
he nye him from 400 to 500 men, and the event of Haseys camo to pas ie 
wrrote to the Druscs. of the Human to come to Zable and gave the sa 
onder to the Druses of the Shoof, which order wax obeyed : being. all-p omer 
and having the title of Sheikh of the Sheikhs, be wrote cir ie Ke to E = ake. 
tadjis to incite them to commit fete mo ie sake wats puis samen r, 
wwas charged with this correspondence... The contents of his lett i 
wanes ae ‘importance, but he added to thems notes in mich, he expreted 
his wishes. It was thus that he sent his brother-in-law Ali foublat ae 
abit te Chicteel Belen in onder o msewere the male Critinas, who rvied 
cy found none there to massacre, on account of thi r 
Perch NS itiatal tothe Droser of tne Hauran to rotten to thr ou 
onder that Deirel-Kamar might romain for the exclusive advantage of the 
i rt Pstnton the Hieuranee then reel. Only Ista Atta 
attended by ten oF twelve borsemen, carne to hin; he loaded him with gifts and 
honours. ‘The Druses of Hauran took no part in the attack on Deinel- Kamar 
‘The day ofthe massacre, he sent Al Haz to collect the Drosesof the Upp 
Shoof, and others to collect those of the Lower Shoof, All were to go. to De 
‘e-Kamar, ‘They obeyed this order, first disarmed the inhabitants of the town, 
‘then plundered it, and finally slow the inhabitants, 
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Cross-examined bj 

Said, When Jezzin was attacked where was 1? —Witness. In your house. 

Seid. On hearing of it what did Ido ; did not come down from my house, 
and ery ont that no one was to go—Witness. Yes, you did ; but your servants 
and personal attendants went. 

Tn answer to the Court Said Bey Joublat said that he had nothing further 
to ask the witness; that his assertions are false and simple calumnies, 

Some explanations given by the witness showed that he is animated by 
feelings of ill-will towards Said Bey ; and that he has a law-suit with him about 
property which has been pending between them for the Inst eighteen years, 


Examination of Jirgius Nejeim of Shif, who is sworn 


conducted to Sidon. Afterwards the Druses began to come to him; and, after 
eating and drinking at his house, went fo the war: he furnished’ them with 
ammunition. ‘These people retarned to him after their expeditions. He had 
the power of Popping the Drosos end preventing them from falling upon the 
Christians. In the same way that he was able to protect the Christians of 1 
Shi he might have protected those of tho district of Jexzin. He sent Ali 
Hamadi to Hasbeya, where thote events wore accomplished which all know. 
‘This in what T know. 

Cross-examination of Said :-— 

Said. Did I not save any of the Christians of Jezzin?— Witness, Where? 

Seid, Did I save no one 2—Witness, You saved your own servants, 

Suid, Did T not flog the Deuses who came from Bathir with the war-cry ?— 
Witness. Not in my presence, 

Said, When they cane with tho warcey against Jezzin and Deir-el-Karm 
did T not stop them ?” You have signed a testimonial to that effect,—-IWitnear 
—Yes, your lips said, “donot go;"* but with your hand you motioned to them 
to go, “At that moment I would have done anything you required of me; how 
then could I refure you the testimonial ? 

Court (to witness). Where and to whom did Said Bey distribute the 
ammunition you talk of f-—Witness. In his house, and to the Druses. 

Court. Did you see it or hear of it?—Witneas. I saw the cartridges in the 
tazue in the hands of the Druses, 

Court-—How do you know that those cartridges had been distributed by 
Said Bey?—Iimess, ‘The Droses said so, and used to tell their companions to 
go and get some ; saying that Suid Bey had given them theirs 

Court. Who were those who said 50 t=Witneas. Thoy were Druses from the 
Shufand Arkob, Concealed within my cloak, I could hear but. not see.t 

Court, Did you not recognize any of thom !—Witnens. Ido not remember 
that Eid, 

Court. What is the bazar you refer t0?—Witnexs. The nimtket-place at 
Mokhtar. 

Court, Where there uny Christians besides yourself who saw this distribution 
or beard about it?—Witness, There are, but I don’t reciember who, I have 
sworn to say nothing but the truth 

Court nsked Said Hey if he had any other yuestion toask, He replied as to 
the numunition the assertion is wholly untrue: that he never distributed any 
such thing, and he never had any powder in bis hatds but that which he had 
some time back for blasting rocks with, when he was building. 


Cross-esamination of Father Sirgivs Makkul, of Maser, by Said Bey. 


Said. Did 1 ever go to the war ?— Witness. No, you did not, 
Said. Did { send any one ?—Witners. Tam not aware. 
Suid, Did 1 not cause the cattle of Manser to be restored 2—IVitness, I do 
not know. 
iinet of linens that Soh Wek Uoht the Di {to the war ia evideee in 
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ezzin what did 1.do? Did T not save 
ple of Deirel-Kamar ?—Witness, Ido not know. 
me a certificate as to my conduct dating those 
it wrote it? 

bat you put your seal to it—Witness. You had 
said that you had received despatches in which you were asked about the affairs 
of Jezzin, and your conduct with regard to them ; you put my signature without 

my having been present, or having seen anything, 

(The Court invited Witness to state all he knew.] 

Witness. 1 have no information to give. All I know is, that when Shibli 
Hamadi cume to Mokhtara with the news that Deinel-Kamar had been burnt, 
the women who were in Said Bey’s house uttored cries of joy.* That is all 
know, 


Examination of Akil Askié, of Mokhtara, in the service of Said Bey. 


Court. What do you know of the conduct of Suid Bey 2—Witness. Said 
Bey protected ux and cur futnilies, and the Christions of the Shar; but ua for 
the Druses, whenever they went to war, they came to Mokbtara to Said Bey's + 
they also. passed through Mokhtara on theit return. Ido not know what they 
ddd, oF what passed between them. [know nothing else, 

Said Bey (to witness). Boforw the first attack on DeiroleKamar by the 
Druses of Baaklin, did they come to Mokhtarn?}—Witnerr, 1 did oot see 
them, 

Said Bey. Did those who weat to attack Jezzin come to Mokhtarn !— 
Witness, Tam not aware ; L was not present. 

Seid, Who came thero't—Witners, ‘Those who marched upon. Zableh 
passed by Mokhtara, Said Bey sent Hassan Talib after them, to make then 
tum back ; but they refused, saying that they had been sent by Sheikh Hassim. 
Hosu-ed-Din, and went on. 

Said. In theit way through, in whose name did they sing the warssong ? 
Witness, In the ne of Khattar Bey Amad, 

Said Bey. With the exception of a few villages in the distelet of Jezxin, and 
one village in the district of Tuffeh, did tbe Christians of my mokataas suffer in 
any way ?—Witness. No; those districts were not burnt—=the districts of 
Kharub and Rihan were not tox ‘hed. 

Said Bey. Did I, oF did 1 not, cause cattle to be restored, and did 1 not 
Bive money from my own purse ?— Witness. Yes, it ik truo, 

Court asked witness how he put his seul to the testimonials in:the hands of 
Said Bey. — Witness, 1 not know how to read or write, Sheikh Kasim. told mo,to 
Put my ‘seal to the document, and T did 90, without knowing what T'was signing. 

Court. Did you sign by-foree?—Witnear. No but. they asked me for my 
seal, and affixed it to the certificate 


Examination of Shakin Merkij, of Mokbtara (tradesman) 


Court. What do, you. know of Said. Bey Joublat t— Witness, He protected 
1 Christians of Mokltara, and of the two Shits, and did not allow anything 
to happen to ua, 
Court, Did Said Bey go to the war, or invite others to do. so 2—IWitness, 
He did not go, but the Drasos came to Mokbtara before. going to the war his 
dependents also went, We think he could stop or cause war to be made, as he 
bo 
Cowrt, You have signed a certificate in his favour ; what were the circum: 
Mances under which you did so?—Witners. During the troubles, it was not 
possible for us to guinsay his wishes, % 
Court, Are the contents of this cortificate in accordance with the truth ?— 
Witness. I do not know, for T xcaled it without reading it. 
Court. Were you forced to do so —Witners. It was signified to us to sign, 
we did so. 
£. The sere of the mum's joy shoul ot be taken 98 eidce Agnant the piawer he 
May wot have bev privy to the exprean 
Prk ta very salcant queston 
Ti in « very important ict. The Drsey snug ther wep-sing in the name of avival of 
Bi Hk the lar i all in his power 10 prevent ther gong the war, whl seabrnee 
‘he ecutive ofthe rival's tae 





Said Bey (to witness). At the first attack on Deir-cl-Kamar, where did those 
who went start from !—Witnesx, Amongst them the inbabitants of Mokhtar, 
those of Jedeidch, and of Ain Karie, started from Mokhtara to go to Deir-cl- 
Kamar. 

‘Soid Bey. When the Druse of Baalkin came with the war-cry, did I not 
immediately descend from my house, and whip him, saying that he lied; and did 
T not prpvent those who wished to go?—Witness. That was the case for the 
affair of Jezzin, bot as to Deir-el-Kamar, you said to them not to go, but they 
went all the sane, 

Court. Do you know that ammunition was distributed to the Druses by Said 
Hey ?—Fitneas. Lam not aware of it, but Theard the fact spoken of both by 
Christians and Druses of Mokhtar, 

Said Bey. Did not cause the cattle to be restored, and did T not give 
money and wood to the Christians to rebuild their houses with ¢— Witness. Yes, 
you did #0 after the events. 

(Court invites this witness to give the names of those whom he hoard 
speak of the distribution of ammpnition, Ie anewers that he only heard it fron 
a Druso named Nasif Tbn Hassan, of Batanie, in the Shot.) 


Eeamination of Yusef Haddah, of Jezsin,* residing at Mokhtara (blacksmith) 


Court, What do you know of Said Bey Joublat ?—Witness, What I know 
js, that he is the head of the Druses ; that all his orders are obeyed, ws moh by 
the Druses of tho Lebanon as by those of the Hauran; and that he did in the 
Mountain whatever he liked. Some persons obsorved to him that war would do 
injury to tho country: he answered that war would or would not take place 
‘according to his pleasure. When the Druso Hussein Nakash came with the 
news of the fall of Deir-cl-Kamar, the people in Said Boy's house manifested 
their joy; and he set Shibli Hamadi to oseertain the fact. At tho attack on 
Jexzin, bis attendants and tho Druses of Mokhtar wero present, When late 
the affair of Hasboya occurred, Said Bey sont Ali Hamadi, at the head of 
inen, and the massacre took place 

‘Court. Do you know that Said Bey distributed ammunition to the Druses ? 
—Witness. Yes, he provided all those who went to the war with provisions and 
ammunition. 

‘Court, How do you know that he distributed ammunition ?— Witness, 1 
could see it, for [ resided at Mokhtarah, 

Court, ‘How did you soe it, and when t—HWitnees. 1 saw him in his house 
distebute ammunition. 

Court. Who else caw it!—Witness. Txaw it. 1 do not know about others. 

Court. Did you heard any one spenk on tho subject *—Witness, No, 1 
did not 

Examination of B'shara Arbid, of Mossi 

Court, What do you know relative to Said Joublat, and have you signed 
a tostimonial in his favour ?—Wirnesa, Twas not present when the disorders 
broke out; only Said Bey behaved very kindly to us, the Christi 
and protected ws. He lodged and fed us in his house. I wigned th 
because all the Christinns had done so already. We therein express 
our gratitude for the protection he had oxtended to the Christiane of the Shot, 
"Phat is all T know, 


Esamination of Karam Assaf, of Sha 


Court, What do you know of the conduct of Bey Joublat !— 
Witness, For what concerns us the Christians of Shif and of Batineb, he was 
good enough to protect us. 

Ghurt, Have you signed a testimonial in his favour t—Witness. Yes, 1 
have. 

‘Court. What sort of a cortticnte was it—did you rend it first ?—Witnear. A 
man of the suite of the Bek presented us a document, and told ws to sign it, and 
Wo dil so. For syselt Tid not tend it, but it was read to us, It stated that 


© This stones in evidently speaking with intemperate vituperaion agains the prinmne 


after the events of Jezzin, Said Bey had attended to the wants of the people of 
that district, and that he had taken no part in the war. 

Court. Was that true ?— Witness. Yes, it is; he did not go to the war. 

Court. Did any of his people go?—Witnees, Yes, his attendants and some 
Druses of Mokhtara. 

‘Court. Did the Druses who weot to the war come first to bit ?—Witness 
Yes, they did. 

Court, Did you see or hear that he gave them ammunition? Witness, 1 
neither saw nor beard it. 


Examination of Elias-el-Aefar, of Masser, 


Court, What do you know about Said Bey Joublat !—Witness, Whon we 
came from Manser to Mokhtar, before the attack of Deir-el-Kamar und of 
Jerzin, the Druses went from the ShOf and other places to Deir-el-Kamar ; they 
‘came back with the news that thetown had been set fire to. Shibli Momadi 
went to ascertain the fuct, and on returning confirmed the report, ‘The women 
who were in the house of Said Bey uttered cries of joy. ‘The Druses of 
‘Amatur and Bather passed by Moktara on their way to Zahleh. We hid 
‘ourselves in the convent. 

Court. Did you sign a testimonial in favour of Said Bey ’—Witness. You 1 
did, against my will and because of the fears we were under, 

‘Said Bey (to witness). Did 1 not flog and give the lie to the ruse who came 
with the warcry against Jezzin and Deit-el-Kamar?—Witners. Yes, you did 
contradict the nows and rent people to axcertain the truth, 

Court, Do you know whether Said Bey distributed ammunition °— Witnens 
1 did not seo it, but I heard of it. 

Court, From whom did you hear of itt—Witneas, heard of it from Furs 
Alec, « Drose ‘of Manser, who said, “We have brought ammunition from 
Mokbtai 


Court, Any one else ?—Witness, No. 


Exomination of Ghontus Kalweoje, of Boaderan. 


Court, What have you to say of Said Bey Joublat !—Witnes. He is a 

feast be protected us and saved our lives and the honour of our wives ; 
1¢ did the sarpe towards the Christians of the Shof. 

Court. You have signed a testimonial in his fayour?— Witness. Yes, and of 
my own free will, and I bear witness to the truth of its contents. 

‘Baid Bey (to witness). Did T over take part in the war? Witness, No, 

Said Bek. Did L ever send any of my people ?—Witnees, Not that 1 an 
aware of 

‘Said Bek stated that he had no more questions to ask. 


Sitting of November 5, 1860.—Said Bek Joublat called in, 


Court. According to the testimony of the witnerses we have examined it 
has appeared that you pata stop to the first attack on Deir-el-Kamar, Krom 
fe 


this it fs to be inferred that you had the power to check the Druses. Why 
therefore did you not prevent the second attack on that town *—Prisoner. At ho 
second attack 1 was ubsent from Mokbtaral, having gone to Sidon to escort 
thither the Christians I had protected, and 1 did not know that a second attack 
‘was to be made. 

‘Court. How is it that you had no knowledge of such a serious matter, the 
first stage of which you had suppressed ?—-Prisoners T knew nothing of the 
attack tll it had actually taken place, and { then stopped it the second 1 
hot know of till my return to Mokbtarah. ‘The following day 1 proceeded to 
Bteddin to take the orders of Khoorshid Pasha, who desired me to bring away 
from the town the remaining Christians, and Tdid'so. Besides, Deirel-Kamar 
is not in my Mokataa, and there was a garrison of regular troops to protect it. 

‘Court’ It results from the evidence that you saved a great number of 
Christians; who were they, were are they now to be found, and how did you 
save them?—Prisoner. The names of those I saved are recorded in the docu. 
nents [-bave handed in; they are about 1,000%n number. ‘They were from 

U 





el-Kamar, Bieddin, Hasbeya, Shaf, Arkub, &c- I saved them between the 
first and second attacks on Deir-el-K; od sfter the Jatter.. Some I sent for 
at their request, with their property, and escorted them to. Sidon ; others I saved 
myself from the town by order of Khoorshid Pasha ; others came to me of their 
tea atgord, whiny Lescd ta.se0d 30 Son 

A witness, called for by: the prisoner, named Ibrabiavel-Ahdab, of Tripoli 
was int wed. He is a Mahometan, and was tutor to Said Bek’s childre 
was livin) Mokhtarah during the whole of the events. His eviden 
in its fullest extent the previous testimony adduced as to Said Bek’s apparent 
opposition to the war by word and deed, such a the infliction of corporal punish. 
ment on the two Druses who came to Mokhtarah with the war-cry, the absence 
of personal participation on the part, of, the prisoner, his kind treatment of the 
Christians, whom hs protected and. saved, &c. ‘The: only mew poiat be stated 
wos that the Druaes used to call the prisoner Haoaa Bek (Hanna being 
‘an exclusively Christian name) in movkery, alluding to bis saving and escorting 
the Christians. On the point as to whether he saw ammunition distributed to 
the Dragos at Suid Bek's residence, he said that he did not see any ammunition 
in prisoner's houso, nor that. any wns distributed to the Druses. When 
questioned whether Said Bek’s people used to go to the war, he said that he used 
to.sce people go and return armed, but whether to the war or not he could not 
tell, He stated that Ismail Atrash’s visit to Said Bek lasted seven or e ight days, 
and that Said Bek had made Atrush present of a sot of silver horse-trappis 

‘Cheeneguertioned by Prisoner, Did Y not try Yo prevent the bwonte frots their 
beginning to their end: and all that took place, was it not against my will ?— 
Witness. You appeared to make great offorts for that purpose, and | understood 
that all wos against your will, 

Prisoner. When the Drasea went to Zahleh, did not they sing the war-song 
in the name of Khuttar Bek; and what did not they say about me for havin 
succoured the Christians ?—Witnes, 1 did not hear them ery out, but J heard 
that frown others at the time, cs called you " Hanna” in deris 
because you had conducted the C Sidon, and you did not allow them 
to be attacked, 


Sitting of November 8, 1860 — Mohamed Biffendi, Cadi of Baja, 

Court, What do you know of Said Joublat?>— Witness. Accorling: to what 
I heard, he did not take part in any of the actions, and escorted Christians 
to Sidon 

Court. Did you vee that he cither appeased or excited the Druses?— 
Witness. T did not witness either 

Cort. Did he exert himself to provent war, or did he save certain 
Christians 2—Witneas, 1 heard it seid that he hind saved people; but my residence 
boing distant from bis place, { eannot say whether he exerted himself to prevent 
hostilities. According to what Uheard, many Cheistians went to him to Mokhtara 
hoveaused them to be covyeyed by his people, and some he escorted himself to 
Sidon or its neighbourhood. 

"Tho Court asks Said Bok whether he has any more questions to put to 
witness, and he answers in the negative 


Eeamination of Akmet Effendi-cl-Katib Mohamed-el-Kadi, in the Medjlis of the 
2 Druve Kainakan, 


‘Court, What do you know of Said Bok ?— Witness, Our Mokatan is on the 
frontiqr of the Kharub district, anu! is under the jurisdiction of Suid Bek. I dectsre 
before God that from the commencement of the disturbances Said Bek took no part 
in them in orderto go tothe war. Immediately on bearing of the commencement 
of hostilities, he wrote to the inhabitants of all his districts, requiring them to keep 
quiet und to aber the Government A great nomber of the people of Dei 
Kamar wont to him: he gave them an asylum, in bis own house, aml protected 
them and their-property.. Whenever the Christians of De 
other villuges.wha had come to hit for refuge attained the number of thirty or 
forty, he himself moanted his horse and conducted them safely to Sidon. I have 


pot beard that the Christians of the Shaf suffered in ony way. During the war 
he did not cease to admonish, and did his utmost to check the hostilities. 
Several persons told me, during ‘my late residence at Beyrout, that tho Druses 
ad conceived at that time the project of attacking Sidon, but that he (Said Bek) 
prevented them, and sent and informed the town of Sidon of the design, 

Court, What may be the number of Christians saved by him and conducted 
to Sidon 2—IWitness. I have not counted them, but once I saw hi ting 
about 180 of them to Sidon; I again saw him escorting refugees two or three 
times, but cannot tell what nurmbe 

Court. What toore do you know of the condact, whether good or bid, of 
Said Bek ?— Witness. 1 have stated all 1 know 

Said Bek observed that amongst the certificates handed ih by him, many 
bear the signature of this witness; he begged the Court to communicate them 
to witness, and question him on their contents, ‘The testimonials were accord 
ingly shown to Ahmed Eff id his asked whether the signature th 
his, (On his replying in the affirmative, the Court asks im. when he sig 
and who brought it to him for thet purpose. He replice that he signed at the 
village of Shiban, where be lives, and that it was » Mahomotan of the village of 
Ain Anut that brought it to him on the part of Said Bek, and told us to read 
and sign it if we found the contents conformable to the truth : wo signed it after 
perusal. | Court asks witness whether the contents aro in conformity with the 
truth, Witness answers in the ailirmative, 

Court. Before putting your seal 10 the testimonial, were thore any other 
scala?—Witneas, Yes, there were. 

Court. Do you know whether any of those who signed or sealed it, did £0 
by fore? —Iitners. T know nothing about that subject 

Court then showed to witness another testimonial, signed by Dervish Roa 
and Mahomed-el-Arab, members of the Druse Kaimakamat's Council, After 
perusal, he said ho bad not any knowledge of all the statements it contains; he 
only knows that when the first nssnasinations were committed ut Kabluvie, Said 
Bek informed the Druse Kaimakam and the Turkish authorities thercof, 
officer Hassan Agha Karusboli, with his men and those of the Kaimakass, went 
to Mokbtara, where they remained some time: ** 1 heard that they were sent to 

wlé and to Kablunio; that is all I know of the matter, ‘The other statements 

known fo me altogether, 

Cross-questioned by Prisoner, Did 1 wot tava the Christians Of the dintiiet 
of Kharub and Tuffah (except those of Derb-ex-Sin), and those of Rihan and a 
bomber of tho Christians ut Jezsin}—Witness, As to Jenin, L know nothing, 

urd that. you had, protected some persons of that’ district and the 

nx of Kharub. Of those you thus saved, some went to Sidon, other 

d in their homes, others had their villages burnt. 1 do not, Know what 

took place at Jebel Ritwn. 1 heard that the village of Derh-ee-Sin alone wis 

burt in the district of Tuffab. The Christians of Kharub who tid taken refuge 
At Sidon returned afterwards to their houses, and were not again rmoleated, 

Said Bek, On the receipt of outers hy the Mokatadjis to take a tolr'8f 
their districts, did L not come to*your village and reassure you and traiquillize 
Yout—Witness, Yes, after the wor you renssured and tranquillized us, 

Said Bek, Did you ever heae that 1 forced any one to xign the testlinoulals 
in iny favour ?—Iitnese, No, T did not 

Said Hek. Was it-not in spite of me that the war broke out?—Iitners. By 
mhat T saw, it was not with your consent that the war broke out; but God alone 
Knows the seereta of the heart 


Examination of Ibrahim Awiday, weaver of the village of Sheihan, Aid Karsime 
eloKatib, of the of Hanwom, both sworn. 


Court. What do you know relative to Said Joubilat 2—Kissimeel-Katid, 1 
certify that Said Joublat did not quit his house, or fake any part I the wart 
shat he protected great number of Christians, and that he conducted cher 
safely to Sidon, 

orohio. Awiden. At the commencement of the war which broke out between 
the Christians and the Druses, Said Bek constantly wtote letters of adiionition 
to abstain from disorders and to Keep quiet. Later we saw bith repeatedty pace 
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wie village at the head of 100 or 200 Ch 
Sidon, So much did he do for the Christ 
have settled the Christians of every place excepting those of Mokhtara, whom 
we shall have.” ‘They call him by the name of Hanna,” because he did not 
make common cause with them in the war. Kassim-el-Katib confirms this 
‘statement, with the exception of the part about the name of “ Hanna,” which he 
did not#hear made use of, 

Said Bek. Isthe testimonial you signed in my favour in conformity with the 
truth ?—Both witnesses. Yes. a 

Court. Did Said Bek save a great number of Christians !— Witnesses. We 
saw him three times, and each time he was escorting from 100 to 150 persons. 

Court, When and how did you sign the testimonial ?— Witnesses. A certain 
Hossein AbO Awad, a Mahometan of Rharub, brought it to us on the part of 
Sald Bek; he read it to us, and said, “ You are witnesses to the truth of the 
statements made in this document,” and asked us to sign it. As we knew them 
to be true we signed it of our own free will 

Cowrt. When it was prrsented to you, did it bear the signatures of other 
persons ?— Witneases. Yes. 

Court. Do you know whether those who had signed it did so voluntarily !— 
Witnesses. Yes. 

Court, How do you know it ?—Witneaaer. Hussein Awad told us.» 
we heard it also from Ahmed.elKatib, Wo bave no other information 
vo 
of the Christians of 
as well as a good 


Said Bek (to witnesses). Did 1 not protect the 
the Kharuh district, of the districts of Tutfuh 
number of thove of Jeszin and thoee of ShOft—Witnesser. Yes, you did, It ix 
true. 


Eamination of Sheikh Mohamed, Imam of the village of Sheihan ; of Hussein 
Kasim, Sheikh of the xame village; of Sheikh Hussein Abd Urm, of the 
Village of Barja, and of Kasim Keis, peasant of Mazbir. 


Court asks them for inforroation respecting Said Bek Joublat—Sheikh 
Mahomed and Kasim Keie. We certify before God that from the moment when 


disorders broke out id Bek never quitted his house to excite 
them, and that he took no part in tt He constantly sent word to the places 
under his jurisdiction, calling upon the inbabitants to. remain quiet, and not to 
‘excite disorders. He escorted Christians to Sidon. 

Said Bek reads to them a testimonial which he held in his band, and 
enumerates his acts of humanity and order, and asks them whether the contents 
of the testimonials are truc statements, ‘They reply in the affirmative. 

Court, What is the approximate aumber of the Christians conducted by 
Said Bek to Sidon !—Witneases. It must be upwards of 500 or 600 individuals, 
between men, women, and children. 

Said Bek (to witnesses), Have 1 not protected the greater part of the 
Christians of the districts of Kharub, of Tuffah, and of Rihan, a good ounber of 
the Christians of Jezzin, and those of the Shif!—Witneser. Yor, you did so. 
You also used to feed the Christians of the Shif, and all those who came to take 
refuge with you. We bear testimony to that. 

‘Court. It is generally stated that if Said Bok ad willed it, he could have 
yrevented all that happened; what is your opinion on thi ‘tneases. Wo 
ave testified that which we saw with our own eyes; as for that which is hidden, 

God only knows it 

Said Bek (to witnesses), What did you hear the Druses say about mot— 
Witnesses. ‘They said, "* We have taken Deir-el-Kamar and Zaileh ; the 
Mokhtara to do the same thing to.” What made them ray 10, was the 

ance with Said Bek for refusing to make common cause with ther 
and for protecting the Christians. 


Emir Assaad, son of the lato Emir Saad-ed-Din Shebab, G 
Hasbeya, was next introduced. He formally charged Said Joublat with the 
murder of his father and five relatives, and with his total rain in consequence of 
he plunder of his property and the burning of his house, Ali ek Harnadi, who 


7 


had conducted the massacre at Hasbeya, was, as he stated, one of the dependents: 
of Said Bek, and had been sent to Hasbeya by him on that oceasion. He added, 
that one of Said Bek's people, Selman Zein-ed-Din by name, had severed the 
head from the dead body of his father, carried it to Mokhtara, and presented it 
to Said Bek, who gave him a present as an acknowledgment of the service. In 
support of this, a mazbatta was read, which bad been issued by the Extraordinary 
‘Commission at Damascus, stating that the fact of the head having been cut off 
by Selman Zein-ed-Din had been proved before it,” He further stated that 
several of their horses were now in the possession of certain Druses, followers of 
Said Bek, whose names he gave, and concluded 4 demanding from the Court 
redress for the blood of his father and relatives. The charges and demands were 
recorded, and he was told to come again to prosecute his case, 


Statement made by Khalib Shawish, of Deit-el-Kamar, 


‘On Friday, when the massacre of Deir-cl-Kamar was nearly at an end, 
when a crowd ‘of people were besieged in the American sclioolhoure, Suid 
Joublat, Mahmod Hare several Druses, and the master of the said school, 
came together, At the moment when they wished to bring out the people who 
were in the school-house, Said Bek, seeing the coffee-man Jebran of Mokhtar 
amongst them, and that he implored his protection, aid to him, “ You are from 
Mokhtara, you are not from Deir-cl-Kamar; come with me.” ‘The said Jebran 
did not leave Said Bek again from fear, but followed him to the palace, On 
their arrival there, they saw Ali Hamadi with his men standing on the dead 
bodies; Joublat, placing his hand on the shoulder of Hammadi, said to him, “ Did 
‘we tell you to carry the massacre to this point? Why these excesses?" Jebran 
told me this as he heard itt 


Sitting of November 10, 1860.—Said Bek introduced. 


Court, Is tho village of Baaklin in your Mokatia?—Prisoner. Yes, that 
village was under my jurisdiction, 

Court, Is not Ali Hamadi of that village in your service?-—Prigoner. No, 

Court. If he is not in your service, why did you send him to the ex-Governior 
who wanted one of your people in whom you bad confidence ?—Prisoner. 1 had 
received orders to send the said Hamndi and another, It was in conformity with 
orders that 1 sont him, 

Court. If he was vot ia your service, why did Khoorshid Pasha ask him 
from you? he might written to him direct~=Prisoner. 1 do not know 
why the ex-Governor did #0; it may be beauso he was in my mokataa, He 
went upon my showing hiro the onder 

Court, Ti be was not ia your service, how is it that it has béen proved chat 
be went to take orders from your sister, and aoted in conformity ?—Driponer. At 
Hasbeya everybody, Drasos, Christians, aad soldiers, all went to my sister's house. 

The Kwir Assaad, son of the Emir Saad-ed-Din, cited the Maronite Solim 
Ibu Halil, of Tripoli, who declared thatafter the first mnmsacre nt Deir-cl-Kamar, 
the Drusce Malsinud Abu Teraan and Youssef Rabia etme and found big in the 
coflee-shop at Deirvel-Kamar, and related to me the acount of the massacre 
‘at Hasbeyn, and said nlso that the Druse Selman Zein-ed-Din, of Kbareibe, had 
tat off the head of Emir Saad-ed-Din Shehab, aad carried it to Mokhtara to 
Joublat, 

‘Court. Who was with you?—Witnere. Many were with ane at the time ; 
but they have all been killed. 

esef Merhej was then introduced, and made an identical deposition. 


* The women at Hashesa vay that thin dewd was eorumitted by Hamed Nuf 
{The eiffce-man Jebrnn, berw alll to, ix dead ¢ . 

Aaxiog thiv sateeeent which 

really made by eerste, It may have conveyed a ¥ 


herefory, oo menos of wubatane 
ve made If the statement had beet 


x 
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Sitting of November 15, 1860.—Derwish Row introduced.* 


Court, What have you to say about the conduct of Said Bek ?— Witness. Ho 
Was the origin of the events that took place at Hasbeya, Rasheya, and Deir-el- 
Kamar. 

Court, How do you know that!—WWiiness. At the time of the attack on 
Deir-el-Kamar I was at Mokbtara. He used to write to the neighbouring 
districts assuring the inhabitants of peace and security, and engaging that 
nothing should happen. He used to call the Druses to his, and being their 
hhead be used to say to them, “ My children, I have brought’ you up for « day 
like this.” His Secretary, Kassim Hosn-ed-Din, dil the same noting. by his 
orders. On the night of the attack on Deit-el-Karonr he had me coaveyed from 
the room which he had given me to an inner room in the women’s apartiwents, 
and placed guards over me. He drew up papers, and required me to sign them, 
and I signed ther, for life is precious: these papers are certifieates in his favour, 
™ for instance, that he exerted himself to maintain tranquillity and: the like. 
‘The second day of the assault he rode over to B’teudin, and took ine with hin, 
to Abd-es-Salain Bek, the Military Commander, with the understanding that 1 
was to take twenty-five soldiers, and bring to him the notables of Doir. ar, 
in order that he might confer with thom with a view to stop the hostilities, f 
took the soldiers and proceeded to Deir-el-Kamar, and on coming near tho town 
1 saw multitudes surrounding it—about 15,000 Druses and Metualis and 
Moslems, of tho district of Kharub, and even ten Jews with arms, whom I 
recognized by the dye on their hands. When I saw this I was terrified, and 
suid to Suid Bek, "How can T reach the persons you want with such » state of 
aihhirs?” He answered, “Don't be afraid, I will send and disperse the 
ssomblage ;" and he wrote a paper, and sent’ it by one of the ‘Turkish vilicere 


As soot a4 this officer reached them, and they read the paper, every one of them 
retired, and to the Amads he sent an agent. The people of Shit and Arkib 
retired on a motion of the hand from Sulleman Hamad, who maid to them, * By 
order of the Bek, withdraw.” Then the notables eame, and he had u conference 
with them, and they surrendered through him. He then asked them for their 


‘arms; but thoy refused to deliver them. He sont word to tho Abu Nekadi to 
entor Deirvel-Kamnar, and they entered, and that day burnt about 1550 houses in 
it, and Killed two people. He took four of the notables with him to Mokhtara, 
‘and reassured them that nothing more would be dane to the town, saying that 
if anything took place be was responsible, Ho had assured the Principal of. the 
Convent of Deit-el-Moichallis of safoty, and afterwards sent his people, who killed 
fourteets monks whilst they were seated at table, and then plundered the convent, 
nd bumt it. The same with tho Christians of the Kharub, where he sent Kani 
el-Youssuf, who burnt tho Christian villages, and killed the men: and he sent 
Ali Homadi to Hasbe This ix my 
information, and f can produ 

of the mancre at Deir-el 


Y were afraid, 
t unless anything 
f wove) further into 
wire them to sien papers. 
Court, When did you, then ?—Prisoner. The dates will dat? 

Court. Is it true that you used to write to the neighbouring districts to 
assure the Christians of safety ?—Prisoner. As was my duty, | used to wnte to 
the Christinns ay well as the Druses to remain tranquil 

Court: Did you hold the language to the Druyes wentioned. by the witness? 
—Privoner. T did not; but in quite the contrary sense, as so many havo 
testified. 

Court, Did you soad the paper he states to the Deunes by an oflicer 
ordering them to disperse ?—Prusuner. I do not remember about a Paper; but I 
ent to Fell them that in virtue of an ordor I had received (which was tot. true, 


* The evideace of thie witweus mut be takin ¥i0h dog rvaetve 


bat I said it as stratagem) 1 would attack thom with troops unless they 
refrained from making war against the town, and by the presti the 
Government I succeeded. ‘The Christians that accompanied me to Mokhtara 
came of their own accord. As to the witness, he had come to bring away his 
Saughter from Deir-el-Kamar. 

Abd-cs-Sulam Bek was called in and questioned about the paper referred to ; 
he confirmed the witness’ statement in that respect 

Court, How is it that you then had power to disperse the Druscs ut the 
first attack on Deir-cl-Kamar, and at the second attack you state that you hud 
not the power to do it ?—Prisoner. At the first 1 dispersed them in the monner 
T have described in the name of the Government ; at the second, I was absent 
from my place, having gone to Sidon to escort thither a number of Christiana 
from Hasbeya, Deir-el-Kamar, &c,, whom I had protected. 

Court. You used to assure the Christians of your Mokataa, both by writing 
and verbally, that nothing would happen to then, und yet afterwards Jezzin war 
destroyed. Since you had not the power to protest them, why did you thus 
reassure them ’—Prisoner. By the will of the Gavernment I had. power toa 
certain extent. I did this with the object of calming the agitation and pre= 
serving peace, and wrote to all parties in this sense. 1 thought that under the 
‘auspices of the Government nothing would havo occurred. 

Court, Were the Druses who surrounded Deie-el' Karur the first tine 
from your Mokataa or from other districts —Prisoner, Front other districts and 
from my Mokataa, 

lotter of assurance written by the prisoner tw the Christians of the 
district of Jezzin wax hore ready it ix dated 8 Zilhidjé, 1276 -*— 

(Translation, —"*T have learnt that in consequence of the events that have 
occurred at Deirel-Kanar you entertain appechensions, whereas 1 at once sent 
to inform you of the true state of the case. With the Divine favour, and under 
the auspices of our illustrious Government, the matter ix a transitory one and 
will soon pass away, and negotiations are taking plue with them (the people of 
Deir-cl-Kamar), who are intelligent and discerning. people. 

“You are, therefore, to feel reassured, free from yneasiness, occupied with 
Your avocations, and giving no heed to idle rumours ; and you will perience 
Rothing from me but that which will give you cause for rejoicing, and tend to 

four welfare. | Please God, order will soon be re-established, better than it was 
fore, as ix the pleasure of our Imperial Mastor, and this is suflicient.” 

Court. Is the seal affixed to this document your seal, and are you the writer 
©f it Prisoner, ‘The seal is mino, and I am the writer. 

Court, Were the assurances it contains sincere, or meant to deceive the 
Cheistinns, that they might be unprepared to resist the Druses ?—Privoner. My 
‘object in giving these axsurances wax to calm the prevailing agitation, and not as 
& guarantes; snd the reason war, the azitation which prevailed amongst the 
Fertle of Jezzin, who, after the firwt conflicts between the people of Doirecl- 

ainar and the Druses, marched agninst the Druses of the Sha as appears 
from the letters of their leaders declaring for war, and the mazhattas 1 have 
handed in. 7 

Court. If it is, as you state, that the peoplo of Jezzin came and attacked 
the Druses of Shif, who was it that attacked and burat Jezzin, and killed its 
inhabitants !— Prisoner. The Druses, when they were thus attacked, defondod 
themselves and defeated the Cheistians, and pursued them into Jexaity, and then 

id what you say. 

Court, Admitting that it was the Christians of Jeazin who marched upon 
the Shiif, you are equally responsible, for your jurisdiction was us tnuch over the 
Christians of your Mokataa as over the Druscs, and you should have prevented 
them !—Prisoner. I did endeavour to provent them by exhortation and orders, 
‘but they did not pay attention, but came to the attack as is shown by their ows 
letters. 

Court. You Inid stress on the testimony of the military officers in your 
favour: but you have heard the letter of Abd-es-Salamm Bek to Twhir Pashs. ta 
which he nays that he and his brother officers could not do othcewiae thin sign 
the certificate you have handed ia, to enable them to send theit fumilion vy 
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Sidon?!—Prisoner. In order that I may understand the said letter, I would beg 
for # translation into Arabic 

Abd-ee-Sulum Bek wos then introduced, and answered in presence of Said 
Bek -— 

Abd-es-Salam, Although Said Bek asked for this certificate, 1 and my 
brother officers deferred giving it upon certain considerations. Afterwards, 
wishing to send our fiumilies to Sidon (there being no security on the road) under 
the escort of a man of Said Bek’s suite, we for this reason gave him notice, and 
by night he sent to us the Sergeant Mustapha Agha, who asked us for the 
mazbatta. ‘This demand mace me understand that my family would not reach 
Sidon in safety unless the maxbatta were furniahed with our seal; 1 therefore 
found myself under the necessity of sealing the mazbatta, and of addressing it 
to him. 

Court, Could not Said have prevented the Druses from doing all this 
harm ; was not his influence strong enough t—Abd-es-Salam. He was influential 
and powerful, and it was under his orders that the Druses retired from Deir-cl- 
Kamar the first time, 

Zourl, The facts reported in your certificate, are they true? You ought 
to apenk the truth, Because you are condemned by the Extraordinary Tyibunal 
of Damascus ?—dbd.er-Salam. He sent some women and others to Damascus, 
He saved! some people from Deir-el-Kamar, and took them to his house 
when Emir Ahmed, one of the notables of Hasbeya, came to Bteddi 
person declared that it was the sister of Said Bek that had saved them. 

[Note by Mr, Vice-Consul Moore—With reference to the evidence of 
Derwish Roa, that individual spoke in such an excited and exaggerated strain 
(witnews his statement that there were 13,000 Druses, Xc., around Deir-el-Kamar), 
and indulged in such personalities against Said Bek, that his testimony should 
be accepted with due reserve. ‘The Court remarked upon this circumstance. } 


Said Bek ond Tahir Pasha. 


Tahir Pasha. You stated that whea | came to Deir-ol-Kamar, you did not 
‘guarantee that that town should be spared ; but I declare that you, and those 
who were with you, swore to me that Deir-cl-Kamar should not be attacked. 
What do you ‘say’ to that 2—Seid, The others may have given yoo that 
promise, but Idid not. Usaid that I feared evil. I neither swore nor’ signed a 


You had promised that nothing sbould take place against 
Deir-el-Kamar; the Treasurer of Khoorvhid Pasha was present. Said Bok being 
Mokataji_ und Government funetionary, why did he not make us aware of the 
dangor awaiting Deir-el-Kamar? When you asked me for 100 soldiers to 
collect the Christians of Jezzin, and make thetn remain at their places ia accurity, 
Ttold you to nuke the request in writing after whieh I gave you thirty soldiers, 
and afterwards twenty more. When Khoorshid Pasha went there, he left fifty 
roldiers, who remained there at your disposal until the end of the troubles,— 
Said. Ax I have already said, [told you that 1 had my strong apprehensions 
about Deirel-Kamar, and told the inhabitants to beg you to remain there, As 
for the sending of troops, 1 begged you to let me have ® number sufficient to 
rffoct the ro-installation of the Christians, but you only sent me thirty, As 1 
also declared that when Khoorshid Pasha arrived, he only gave me twenty 
soldiers, and this was after the events of Deir-el-Kamar and Jezzin. ¥ 
Tuhir Pasha. It is true that that was after the events of Jezzin, Whilst 
Kusmnatecing the secutity of the Christians, you asked for soldiers to re-install 
them, Security being established, the inhabitants of Deivel-Kamar and Jezzin 
waed to go backwards and forwards between one place to the other. ‘This 
security was established by the promises you had made. If you had not given 
ike the Christians of Deir-el-Kamar to your house ? 
ita tants of the Mokatan?—Said, The 
itauts of Deir-el-Kamar cuine to we from fear, and 1 had ao knowledge 
that the people of Deir-el-Kamar and of Jezzin went’ backwards and forwards 
to those places, ond I have given no gusrantee 


Suid Joublat, questioned by the Court. 


Did you send Ali Hamadi to Hasbeya to bring away your sister 2—S¢ 
Bek. Yes; I sent him because he was brought up by the Shehab family, and, 
being in the employ of Goverument, hhe could protect my sister on the’ road. 
Tsent him by order of Tahir Pasbu. He did not enter Hasbeya, for 1 strictly 
enjoined hint ta send for my sister with some soldiers, as Is proved by the 
statement I received from him, and which I have handed in. 


(No, 2)—Examination of Sheik Hussein Taihook, 27 Rebieul-Akhir, 1277. 


Court, Why did you not prevent the Druses of your Mokatau from taking 
part in the eivil war of the Lebanon !—Prisoner. We never left our Mokataa. 

Court. Did any single individual of the inhabitants go!—Privoner, 1 am 
not aware of it 

Court. You must have koown, as 2 Mokatad{i, what the feeling of the people 
was before the civil war broke out ?—Prisoner, All the people of our Mokatan 
being farmers, they entertain no opinions. 

“Court. About the restitation, and relative to the indemnity which you 
engaged to recover from the Beni-Yezbek, was it done?—Priaoner. 1 only 
engaged myself in consequence of a buyuruldi appointing me, and the things. 1 
‘was able to recover I did #0, and delivered thom over to the Government 

Court, On which side of the combat did you range yourself?—Prixoner. 1 
neither went, nor was T present, at the battle. 

Court. Did any member of the Talhook family go?—Prisoner, None of 
them went. 

Court, Beforo these events, and whilst they were passing, in what manner 
did you take the pleasure of the Government ? and how was it responded to !— 
Pritonere=1 informed the Kaimakam that, previously to these events, some of 
the inhabitants of Deirel-Kamar had arrived, and, with w to the security of 
Deir-el-Karnar, had dewanided that a meeting of Druses should be convoked ; 
upon which, and upon my demand that the matter should be communicated to 
the Government, and a buyuruldi be granted to convoke the Mokatadjis, L received 
an answer from the Kaimakam to gu snd lay the matter before the authorities, 
who told me that a buyuruldi, in the sense required, had been alrendy sont to 
the Kaimakam. From thence I went to my house. No one wanted mo, and 
the meeting did aot take place. 

Court, Why wore you not wanted? and why did the meeting not take 
place?—Prisoner, There was no time for it. 

Court, During the fight at Hadad and Baabda, that is to say, after the 
Christians had been repulsed, what did the Vali Pashw tell you whon you saw 
him !—Prisoner. After the defeat of the Christians, and after my arrival at the 
village of Hadad, the Druser were assembled near the church called Barowani, 
and I saw the Vali standing in front of them. He then ordered me to prevent 
the Druses, who were burning the houses, from doing so. 1 told him that I 
could not prevent them, adding, "Send an officer on your part. with me. 

‘sent an ofhcer with me. On the arrival of the officer and myself at the Church 
of Hadad, we found a body of men there intent upon breaking open the church 
door. Idrove them away and goarded the charch until they had rotired, 1 
sent with the officer one of my cousins to put a stop to any further burning of 
houses, 

is Court. To what Mokatna did the Drases who wore thore belong ?—Privoner. 
‘There were aotne from Ghatbvel-Fowkani, which district belongs to the family of 
Raslan, and others from Gharb-cl-Tuhtani, belonging to the family of Tulhook, 

Court, These porrons being inhabitants of your Mokataa, how is it that 
thoy went to fight without» your knowledge?—Prisoner. When the Christians 
carve up, every Druse in order to save biunself let our Mokutna, because a body 
of Chrmtians had come to Ale, and for the reason that the roads of the said 
Mokataa had been intercepted by another party of Christians, therefore every 
Druse fired upon the enemy from his own village; there ‘was no meeting 
[acsomblage). 
ve Court, Had the Druses fags with thera, oF not!—Prisoner, Some of the 
Druses bad, < 





Court, As there was no meeting, and no preconcerted plan, where, then, did 
the flags come ftom ?—Prisoner. There are always flags in the Mountain 

Court, What members of your fumily were present at this combat !— 
Prisoner. ‘There were present at the time my first-cousins Assad Talhook, Selig 
Talhook, Said Talkook, Mahmood and Nassif Talhook. 

Court. Were you armed on that occasion !—Prisoner. How could I go 
about without arms when the Christians had two days before killed two respect 
able Druses ? 

Court. What motive had you for going to the scene of action ?—Prisoner. 
1 did not go to the scene of action in connection with the fighting, and 1 only 
got there an hour later. 

Court. What was the object of it, of your going there at all ?—Prisoner. To 
bring back those persons who had gone there. 

Court. A person who goes to prevent hostilities, does he do so before or 

‘ogcurrence —Prisoner. I have no power to bring them back, 

Court. ‘This is contrary to fict, Ax you are a Mokutadji, and as the inhabi- 
tants of your district bad gone to fight, it you repaired to the scene of action to 
ring them back, you should have done so ut the commencement, and before 
the fighting and the burning down of houses, &c., had begun, Moreover, it is 
an ascertained fact that you were under arms at the time, and with the bands of 
insurgents; on this score what answer ean you give?—Prisoner. About my 
having been with the insurgent bands, I war not with those band of insargents 
and about my having leit my house, it was after the fighting between tho Druses 
and the Christian, and the burning down of houses, had taken place at Jempoor 
and Wadi Stabroor, both places distant about an hour and a-half trom iny 

use. 

Court. Wore you nover present at any battle ?—Prigoner. No. 

Court, Who were the Chiefs of the Druses on the occasion !—Prisoner 
‘They had no Chiefs. 

Court, What business had the above-named. members of your fumily with 
the Druses!—Prisoner, As all the inhabitants had departed, they also went 
along with them. 

Court. As these persons were members of your family, why did you not 
restrain them ?- Prisoner. 1 have no authority over them. 

Court. Is it not wrong that you and your relations should have been, under 
any circumstances, at the scene of action with the insurgents !—Prisoner, We 
Aid not go to attack the Cristinns. The Christians entered. our stiet with 
the object of attacking and killing us, and the people of the distict drove 
them back 

Court. In this aiftay, how many Druses were killed ?—Prisoner. Only one 
Druse was wounded. 

Court. How many Christians were Killed ?—Prieaner. 1 do not know. 

Cour. Did you not see 2—Prisoner. 1 only saw one Christian killed, 

Court. What was the nature of the verbal communication made to you by 
Khoorshid: Pasha throug your man Yousel Assaf, whotn be sent for whea he 
was at the camp and you in the Mountain ?—Privoner. As L was in the service 
of the Government, nd his Excellency had a good opinion of me, he enjoined 
ie to keep quiet, not to juin in any movement, and to keep within my limite 
‘Although his Excellency then seat Yousef Asaat to me, he brought me io lett 
‘The Christians having intercepted the roads to our village, I had desired the 
Yusef to bring us provisions by the way of the River Gadie. As to whether 
these injunctions were really the Paaha's, oF merely pretended by the said Yusef 
to have been given by his Excelleney, I do not know. It is to be presumed 
ie would not have said so without the authority of the Pasha. 

Court, Is it teue that the Cheistians inferoepted the roads between Beyrout 
tau your village Prisoner, It is well known that the Christians intercepted 
all the Druse roads. For instance, Yousef Abbass, a Christian of our villaze, was 
‘on his way from Beyrout ; the Christians mistaking him for a Druse, stopped 
hhim near the shops of Hadad, and shaved his beard. ‘The perpetrators of this 
ingalt wore Reshlen Tho. Youset, from Hadad, and his two eompanions, names 


unknown. ‘Their intention was to kill this person: but on discovering that he 
was a Christian, they liberated bim, 

Court, Who were the persons that intercepted the roads?—Prisoner. It 
was stated that there persons were from Hadad. Amongst them was Nassif 
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Kemifi, from Shwyfat, and other bad characters from Deirel-Kamar, living in 
the Plain. 

Court. Had they no leader ?—Prisoner. 1 do not know whether they had a 
leader; but they lived at Baabda and Hadad, where the Shehab Emirs reside. 
Sheikhs Nassif and Mahmood Talhook sent a message hy the Priest of Kabale to the 
sons of the Emir Milhim Kais, and his brothers, requesting them to desist from 
intercepting the roads, and to break up their assemblage, ‘These Emirs replied 
to the priest that they had no intention of fighting, but that all the mountaineers 
were bent upon immediate hostilities. On the return of the said priest, and on 
asriving at Jempoor, he saw Ibn Abu Samra Tupoori, Christian of Alei, with 
others from Baabda, seize upon two camel-loads of corn belonging to Sheikhs 
Nassif and Mahmood. The priest could not got back the corn without first 
binding them, and also persuading them that the corn was Christian proper 

Court. Whilst Khoorshid Pasha was on his way to Khan Medainj, and on 
meeting the bands of Druses under your and Emir Harmoud Raslan’s command, 
what was the nature of the secret conversation you bud with him in private at 
the kban ?—Prisoner. Whilst we were at Khan Rowisat, on the border of our 
Mokataa, with a view of defending ourselves, and to pacify the Druses 
Metea, if necowary, the Pasha arnved, and dined us not to commence 
ties, and inquired the name of the nearest place to the Druses of the Met 
which the Christians were assembled. We informed his Fxcelleney that the 
Christians of Zableh, Arkool, and Meten, were assembled at a Druse village 
called Kafrsilwan, and that we Were endeavouring to prevent hostilities between 
the Christians of those places and the Druses of Kafersilwan, Mis Excellency 
then asked for the names of the Christian leaders, and he was informed tha 
‘they were Abdallah Abu Khatir and Ayoob Hujeij, of Zahleb. His E; 
lency considered it advisable to vammon these two leaders to appear before hitn 
and pledged his word not to molest them. He deputed Hannu Tefen for that 

purpose, atid desired that he should be accompanied by two respectable Druses, 
Therevpon, Selman Bahmet, the Drase Vake “5 and Selman Hatoon, of Kafer- 
silwan, were sent with him, How far they proceeded on their journey 1 do not 
know, but before reaching the place where the Christians were assembled, the 
sald Christians bad left Kafersilwan and advanced upon the Druses of ‘aloo, 
Where fighting took place, Hanna Efendi then returned, the Christians 
retreated upon Zableh, and the Druses returned to their villages of Falooga and 

‘ommail, On that day the Pasha returned to the camp, and we went buck to 
our village, Alet 

Court! Before Hanon Efendi had arrived at Kafersilwan how did you know 
that the Christians bad advanced upon Falooga?—Prisoner. ‘Though the 
distance between where we were and Katersilwan is two hours, yot that village 
being opposite us we could sce what wos going on there, 

Court, During the combat at Baabda were the two guns fired at the Druses 
shotted !—Prisoner. | had not arrived when the guox were fired, 

Court, After your artival did not Khoorshid Pasha tell you whether they 
Were shotted or not t—Prisoner, Before our arrival at Bnabda the village of 
Hadad was burnt down ; and oa my joining Khoorvhid Pasha he ordered me to 

op to the burning of houses. On my telling him that I could not do #0 

he sent an officer with me, and we then puta stop to the burning. On 

rival at the Maronite chuteh of Hadad T found some Deuses endeavouring 

to break open the door of the church. I drove them away, and, with a view to 

Protect the church, I remained there, After the departure of all the people 1 

Tode off tp my village. ‘Two days later I heard from some Druses that the 

Pash had red twotguns at thom, but they did not tll we whether they were 
shotted or not, 

‘Court. You state that when Khoorshid Pasha ordered you to put a stop to 
the burning down of houses, you replied you could not do it alone, and that 
subsequently on his attaching a0 officer to you, you succeeded in eatrying out hix 
Wishes: how was it that you then succeeded !—Privoner. We did not use force 
to stop the barning, but merely told the people that such was the wish of the 
Pasha, and that produced the desired effect. 

Court, According to your statement the burning was put w stop to by the 
Pasha's simply expressing a wish to that effect: why did you not, therefore, 
before the houses were set on fire, ask for an officer, the part of the Pasha, 
tnd prevent the destruction of houses ?—Prisoner. The incendiaries desisted 





from their work owing to the presence of the Pasha, As regards the destruction 
of other places, how could T leave my family to the mercies of the Christians 

nd ropait thither? On the first day hostilities took place between the people of 
Zahlch and the son of Hattar Amad, and the Christinns of the neighbourhood of 
Deir-el-Kamar attacked the village of Kafer Nabreh and fought with Milhim 
Amad, Moreover, that same night the Christians left Ant Elias and Boshirieh, 
and advanced upon Beit Miri and fought with the Druses at Kahalé, which is 
distant an hour and a-balf fe my village. 

Court. How did the Ds ature to burn.down Hadad, a village distant 
fifteen minutes from ‘ashia's camp. and why did not the Pasha 
prevent them. ‘There must certainly be a reason for the Druses to push their 
wudacity so far, and for the silence of the Pasha. What have you heard, and 
whut positive information do you possess on this head?—Prisoner. 1 do not 
know, nor did I hear aay reason assigned. 

Court, Where did hostilities in the Lebanon (ric), and at what engagements 
were you present !—Prisoner. I was not present at a single battle, and I have 
niready stated the reasons why 1 did not quit my village. 

Curt, Information has been given that you were present at the attack 

n Zobleh, at the first attack upon Deir-el-Kamar, and that you sent mon to 

ke part in the second attack upon Deir-el-Kamar?—Prisoner, 1 did not go to 
Zabich, ad I only heard from the people of the attack upon Deir-ol-Kamar, 
which T did not then believe. 

Court. You say you did not leave your village; what business had you 

¢ Khan Modairij. in company with the bands of Druses, when you mot 

Prk [ewes not then’nt Med irij, but on the borders 

Mokatea, which extends from Khan Rowisat, on the Damascus road, to 

the village of Alet. The Christiana were then assembled in great force, and 
their road lay above my willago, 

Court. Dist you then thereby intend to protest your ows house t—Prisoner. 
Yes, if the Christians should have attacked os, 

Court, Does a person who protects his house do 40 with a body of men at 
another place t—Prison protecting the Mokataa at its borders. 

Court. Wore the Shristians were assembled near your 
house t==Prisoner. Th was two hours and a-half, * 

Court, Did the Cheistians afterwards come to your district, and did any 
fighting take place between you and them t—Prisoner. Tho Christians did not 

od we did not go Out against them , consequently no hostilities took 
pluce between us. 

Court. You did not take part in the war, bat what do you know about the 
movements and conduct of the Druso Mokntadjis, and especially of Said 
Joublat Prisoner. 1 heard that the Said did not quit his house, and that he 
lund troops in hia house for protection. 

{Emir Mobammod Kassim Raslan affirmed thot Hussein Talhook was 
prevent at the combats of Hadad and Baabda.) 

Court, Did you not go to the combats at Hadad and Banbdn?—Prisoner, 
F did go, but I found those two places burnt down. 

Court. How did you go to those combats ?—Prixoner. My house is as the 

of Alel. On the Christians attacking our village, the Druses of the 
village and of the Mokataa naturally sallied out to oppose them; we, too, went 
in onder to prevent hostilities or to defend ourselves. 

‘The foregoing ia the interrogatory of the Druso Mokatadji Hasseia Talhook, 
bearing his confirmation, before the Extraordinary Tribunal of Beyrout. 

(Seal of the Extraordinary Commission.) 


(No. 3)—Eeamination of Ali Said. 


Tho scousation of the woman Leya, of Andara, against the Druse Ali Said 
for murder, on the 8 Gemad-evvel, 1 

The Woman Leya, daughter of Elias Shedid, a Maronite of the village of 
Andaray appeared, and deposed as follows :— 

At the commencement of the disturbances in the Mountain, before the 
sitack on Zahleh, my husband Abu Hattar Diab was in the employment of 
Mohame e4 Harb ax an verscer of his farm, and enjoyed his trust and confidence. 


One day Hattar Bey Amad came to our village of Andaraz with him came Ali 
Said, of Solima. As my busband was one Sunday afternoon crossing the court- 
yard of the house of Mohammed Harb, and whilst Twas standing by, the said 
‘Ali Said drew his sword and cut off wy husband's head, which he carried to 
Hattar Bey, who was sitting in the outer court of the house of Sheikh Kassim. 
He killed my husband in this arbitrary manner without cause or provocation 
‘When he cut off my husband's bead all the Druses were present. ‘There were no 
Christians in the village besides iny husband. After murdering my husband he 
set fire to our house. 

‘On inquiring of the prosecutrix the names of the eye-witnesses to this decd 
she replied that Mohammed Abu Assaf, Mohammed Abu Harb, and Sheikh 
Kassim were present. 

‘The said Ali Said was called in; and, on the matter being stated to him, he 
denied the whole of it; and, as he did not confess that he was the author of this 
deed, the Mudir of Deinel-Kamar was written to, and instructed to cite before 
him the three individuals above-named, ascertain tho matter from them, and 
report the result in a mazbuttn. 

The documents received from the Mudir of Deir-el-Kamar on the 20th of 
Gemnad state that the aforesaid Mohammed Abu Assaf and Mohammed Harb had 
affirmed, in the way of testimony, that they had seen with their own eyes the 
severed head of the said Hattar Diab in the hands of Ali Said; that they had 
heard from cye-witneases that he was the murderer, and that he, Ali Said, 
‘one of the worst characters amongst the Druses. 

On the foregoing being stated to Ali Said he again persisted in hin denial ; 
but his denegation is considered to be futile. 

The foregoing i the interrogatory of the Druse murderer Ali Said, bearing 
his confirmation, before the Beyrout Extraordinary ‘Tribunal, 

(Seal of the Extraordinary Commission.) 


(No. 4.)—Ezamination of Sheikh Gemal-ed-deen Hamdén. 


Court. Where wore you on the day of the attack on Djezzin !—Priwmer 
1 was in my house. 

Court. Did you not go anywhere during the disorders in the Mountain — 
Prisoner. No, 1 did not. 

Court. What were your conduct and proceedings !—Prisoner. 1 was occu 
pied in my own affairs. 

Court. Did any one go from your village t= Privoner, By what 1 heard 
they went on the Christians coming to attack them. 

” Court. Whot Christians bad so come ?—Prisoner. The Christians of Djezzin 
came to tho vicinity of the village, whereupon the inhabitants went out to mect 
them. 

Court. Did any one from your village go to Djezsin ?—Prisoner. A body 
of men went. 

‘Court. No doubt they had a leader t—Prisoner, They had no leader. 

Court, Who among the notables went !—Prisoner, Of the notables who, 
as I beard, went, thero were Sheikh Amin Hamdan 

Court, Did many people go with them ?—Prisoner. 1k wax sail that all the 
inhabitants of the villaze = we : Boras 

Court. Did you require them not to go ?—Prisoner, not see them, 

Court, Aro there any Chriaians in your villaget—Prisgner. ‘Thero are 
about ton Christians there. 

‘Court. Are there any amongst them who knows that you did not quit your 
house !—Prisoner. Yes, there aro; they are Geriux Nejim, Faris Assaf, and 
Nicola Ai 

‘Court Did you not leave your house from the commencement of the 
disturbances till their termination t— Prisoner. No, 1 did not, 

‘Court, You had said, on a previous occasion, that you went to no combat 
whatsoever, and did nothing at all; thereupon we sent to the Mudir of Djezzin 
for information on the subject, Inthe mazbatta which he bas just transmitted 
in reply, it is stated that you were present with the Drusos at the attack on 
Djezzin ; that you excited disorders, and you Killed person named Abu-el-Kamar, 
of Djezzin, This mazbatta has been read out in Court, What have you to 
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iy in reply t—Prisoner. I took no part whatsoever in the events: ‘There ure 
ten or fifteen Christians in the village of Bater; inquire of them also’: if they 
say that } committed any bad action during the disturbances do what you will 
to me, and let my blood be shed. 
The foregoing is the interrogatory of the Druse Sheikh Gemal-cil-Deon 
Hamdan, bearing his confirmation before the Extraordinary Tribunal of Beyrout 
(Seal of the Extraordinary Commission ) 


(No. 5.)—Interrogntoire du Chibli Mouhieddin de Kefer Catra, assassin; le 
26 Rebi-ul-akher, 1277. 


(Truduetion.) 


Questions ndresséesit Houri Ghouatin, supérieur du couvent Gree Catholique 
de Deir Amik -— 

Demande. Lorsque Houri Etrassios, supérieur du couvent de Deir Amik, 
fat nssassing, vous y étiez prisent ; dites-nous done comment ee crime fut 
commis t—Réponse, Moubieddin Chibli, du village Kefer Catra dans le district de 
Ménusif; héquentait notre couyent et ¥ venait manger et boire, Cette relation 
n’était établie que grace h Wéohir Bey Néked ; Moubicddin avait aussi des rele. 
tions avec le supéricur du couvent. Sept oa huit jours avant Pamussinat 
Supérieur, Béchin Boy Néked le fit venir wupri de lui et lui dit quo des 
allaiont ta nuit chez lui ot qui lui faixniont dex menaces. be aupdeivan, not 
Wavait vu venir personne pendant la nuit, répondit que Di tui né se moines 
Wavaient vu venir personne, Déchir Bey lui dit quil ne devait orsindre d'aucun 
tmalheur, qu'il pouvait dormir avant Ia porte de sa chatobre ouverte. Sept ou huit 
Jour apres que cette asurance fut donoge nous trouviimes un roatin le nupéricur 
nssassing. Ni ln porte ni los fondtees do xa chaebre n'étaiont brisées, seulement 
la porte était ouverte. Cependant le suadit supéricur avait I'habitude de former 
ta porte nvee dos serrures. Il parst qu'on a frappé' va porte, et que le supérieur 
Vayant ouverte pour voir qui c'dtalt, fut nnaassing, Sa figure, son nce et on 
bouche portaient des mourtrissures faites par une main, ot des blessures Wongles se 
{rournient sar son con, qui portit des tnces d'étranglement ; en outre nen parties 
secrdtes pamissaient aussi tre serrves, Son corps portait aussi des tocurtrisauires 
faites par le canon d'un fusil. Lo numéraire quiso trouvnit dans la.chainbeo avait 
A416 volé et les pipes ronfermées dans deux caisses étaient briaées.. Aprie Tomas 
sinwt du dit supérivar des Chrétiens et dey Druses des enviroas sont venus 
<Aéposer qu’ils ont entendu dire qu’Ali Cheroof, étant allé dane un champ d’olivier 
do convent y a vn abhandonnée une cuisse brisée et quelques objets du convent. 
Nous avons porté Waffuiro devant Béchir Néked, qui a envoyé des déléguds 
pour faire cette Coramission, composed cle Druses ct de Chrétiens, 
Prdsenta ni rapport, L/ufhire Fut aussi portéo devant Vex-Gouverneur, qui eavoyn 
Un agent pour ms vérification, Cet agent est venu sur les licux oil le crime 
Sté commis, aceompagné. de Béchir Ebou Néked et Camim Rbou Néked, et 
ayant vérifie Vaffire ont dressé un rapport. Crnignaat de Wéchir Néked nous 
navons pas ox6 accuser ‘Moubiedldin Chibli qui dtait 4 x00 service, comme 
Nassassin du supéricur, Pervonne autre ne fut non plus acousé par nous. Ce 

‘st qu'apris que nous avons au que c'est Chili qui avait assassin le supseicur 
Puinque, lors des érinements de Deir-ebKamar, il & Iuietdue déclard decant 
Plusieurs personnes qu'il avait tué le supérieur. " Cassin Neked pourm certifiee 
cola puisque Néked a envoyé te Chrétien Djibrail Khouri aux hubitante do 
Deir-el-Kamar pour leur dire que tes assassins da supériour étaient sept individus 
dont le chef était Chibli, que ces assassins sont Youssuf Rorvkint. Mahmoud 
Saleiman ot lex neveuxde Hamed Hamoud, et que tous sont da village Kefer 
Catra; qu'en outre Zeineddin Kbou Matar et ses nevenx, habitants de Bichetfin, 
Le susdit Djibrnil se trouve actuellement i Beyrout, 

D. Quelles vont: les personnes en présence desquolles Mouhiedklin a déclaré, 
4 Delr-el-Kamar, qu'il avait nswusiné le supérieur? Vous dever dire leurs noms. 
Ke Cos personnes sont» Youssul Chaib, Bolsi Souhs, Djelib Elbndan, ¢ 
Ellerint, tous dle Doir-cl-Kamar. 

D. Ol-se trouvent: nctucllement ces individus?—R. sw trou: 
Beyrout. 


D. Quand te crime fut.il commis?-—R, Le supéricur fat asassing en année 
Cheétionne 1859, lo 7 Mars, 


D, Oi vous tronviox-vous A cette Spoque?—R. J'étais dans le dit couvent 
Amik. 

D. La porte du couvent n'était-elle pas fermée A clef?—R, Oui, elle était & 
Nentrée de lu nuit; mais Je matin nous Tavons trouvée ouverte: en outte le 
couvent n'est pas entouré de mur. é 

D, N’y avaitit pas d’autres chambres aupris do celle du supérieur?—R, 
Quoiqu'l ¥ a d'autres chambres dans le coavent, muis celle du supériour était 
située isolément A V'entn’c du couveot. = 

D. Quand Mouhieddin a-t-il fait sa déclaration susmentionnée, et y tien 


Suite de Vinterrogatoire de Mowhieddin Chibli, du village Kefer Catra, au 
service de Bécher Néked, 


D. Fréquentiez-vous lo convent & Deir-Amik?—R. Out, j'y allais souvent, 
Puisqu'll est situé a une demic heure de distance de notre village, pour waluer lo 
supérieur et los moines du couvent, - yar 

D. Aviewvous de relations aves te xupériour?—R. Oul, jen avais ; it ost 
veou chea moi et je sui allé deux fois auprés de lui 

D. Vous dter-vous couché au couvent YR, Oui j'y ai passé en d'autre 
temps la nuit au couvent. 

z plus tard au couvent*—R, Du 
Tico ona to our cle Os snp 


R, Non, jo n’en 
‘vais pas. 

2D. Quel est le nom du dit supérieur; vit-il encore, ou lui ost-il arrivé quelque 
malbour ?— Jo ne sais pax son nom. 1} fut assassing: nous nous sommce rend 
Su couvent pour faire une enquite, 

D. Quelle fut le résultat de Venguéte, ot sur qui avez-vour eu des. soup- 
gons'—R. Jone I'ai pas su. Seulement on a euprixonné alors le nowiné ‘Tan, 
Druse da village Kinaé, et Hins Ebou Cassin, Chrétien de Rackéin 2 

D. Pourquoi cos deux individus forentils eusprisonnés?—R. Le dit. Hins 

ond parceqne ses eponses et ses déclarations étaient contrudictoires. 

Le Chrétien avait touché, quelques jours avant Vassassinat, un médjidié en argent 

du supérieur pour solde d’an vente te poutres : on a sm apréa que cos poutres 

n’étaiont pas Venducs. Quant aux soupcons qui peaaient sur le dit Druse je ne 
sais pas de quelle nature ils étaient, : 5 

D. On adit que c'est vous qui aver ansassiné le supsticut et que vous l'aver 
déclaré vous-méme: dites la verité—R. Non, je n'ai aucune connaissance h co 
Sujet, et je n'ai fait nucune déclaration. A 

wD. Aver-rous Gt peat ane Ke éréaments de Deis: Kamar? Jy 
ai été pendant los premiers év pitisque lex Chnvtiens de Deir-el-Kamar 

mit marché sus le district de Movavi Tormuo cette nouvelle arviva A Béchir 
Néked, les Druscx commencaient a se rendre vere Te dit endroit, malgré oppo 
tion fait par Béchie Néked, qui voynnt Visutilité de ea effarts so rendit h 
mime 4 Ain Mersib, en dehors ce Deirvel-Kamar, et envoya mol et Cheikh 
Mohammed Nasreddin 4 Ia dite bourgnde pour en faire sortir les Druses, 
Lorsque nous entrimes 4 Deic-«-Kamnr, cinguante Druser Staiont déjd tude ; 
want uu nombre des morts Chrétions jo Vignore. Nous en fines sortir les 
peste quo le feu y éiait mis. En ce moment Cassin Néked arriva au 
quarter dit Meydan Atik ot reste avec Béchir Néked. Lorsque les seconds 
Evénements eurent tien Je n'y étais pax prévent, et je me trouvais & Beyrout aves 
Mochaka, Abali, ct Vakim Djedhoun. Selon ce que j'ai au Cusine Neked et 
Béchir Néked he se sont pas trouvés non plus dai ces Genemonts, La 
premiére fois cos deux Chefs no sont allés qu’ Mevdan Atik, daa ils ont envore 
des homames aux Deases pour les fice sortir de Delr-eleKamar. 

D. Qui était Chef de Chrétiens lors du premeit combat f-—R. Ai gue ja 
Appris lo Chef des Chritiens était un certain Dubir Nassif de Berdjint Les 





















Chrétiens, ct 





D. Q 
cette déela 
aucun 















D. Vous étes-vous trouvé aveo les délégués chargé de faire une enquéte sur évdnen 
Vassassinat do supérieur de Deir-Amik, et quien svez-vous?—R, Aucun de qui 
fous ne sest joint aux Agents chargé de fai 

ceux-ci exprimérent lo désir d’'avoir dans leur Co 
je je me suis rendu aupres d'eux, mi e fit aucune qu 







Mouhieddin fut 1 









comme cett 


D, Vous 


comment cela se fitril!=R, Beaucoup de personnes furent soupgonnées das 


otto affire, 


et on a dit que Mouhieddin V'avait assassiné pour voler son argent 


# émeuitiers no s’y trouvent pas, 
wet Ia famille de Mouchaka & 
rlor ainsi?—R. Je ne suis pus 
tout-etro Tul ation dit quelque 





fait un peu aprés lo coucher du 


nichaka, ou bien il ext resté ot a 
ui-méme ta famille do Mouchaka 


A Beyrout. 
Vai pa-vu, 
ersonnes dont youn avez cité lox 


und de soie et Grec-Cathotique 
our porter témoignage sur le 


¢ jours ayant les. malhours.« 
br, Mouhieddin est venu ehes 
m1 'Maroun Eltéah ot ‘Djendjic 
ant commencé & parler n dit, 
Skea, ot pourquoi vous: étes si 
urdu couvents que pouvez-vous 
t de la nuit il s'est renda cl 





=R. Il était en relations avec 
rendre 4 Bechir Néked qu'il est 


2A 


Druses n'avaii 


Neked s'est pl 


D. Coux qui déposeront & votre charge ont-ils quelque animosité contre 

vous ?—R, La premiére enquéte a duré pendant deux mois; pourquoi n'a-t-on 
afbrs ce qu’on prétend que j'ai dit? 

D, Vous waviex pas encore patlé ce n'est qu 

Gvénoments de Deirel-Kamar que vous avex fait votre déclaration !—R: Je n'ai 

pas de connaissa 


D. Par qui ave# vous nppris que ce sont. eux qui, ont commis le dit nssax- 
IR, Joli par un bruit répandu h Deir-cl 








assassinat !—R. I] 
avons par deman 
D. Pourquoi 






‘a pas nomen 











vous aver fait 
. Je dirai que je n’en ai 





mon cousin, 








ments de Deir-el-Kamar. 
D. Qui se trouvait 











pets deux jours avant les cminssacnés. 






0 A co sujet, 





Questions adressées  Habil 
D. Pourquoi ttes-vous venu 

de Moubieds 
D. 








Interrogatoire de Cassem Kbou Néked, 











que lorsque d'un vingtaino d'arch 
plus, ils rai 
qu’eat-ce qu'il p 

D. Qui autres a en 
Chrétiens. 






















0? 








Ry spre par Is voix pobique quan sou 
pendant nq que le supérieur était 
de Béchitfin, 


ne sais plus ce qui #’ 








Mou 











I-Ka 












‘ot Mowhieddin était venu pour are 






‘ez appria cela avant Venquéte, et lorsque leoqudtw out lieu 










Mouhieddin avait dea relations avec l'ex-supérieur, qui était rich 





shines of Tl yar 
D. Niavee-vous paw fait dire mux habeus do Deinal-Rane 
Mouhieddin avec des complicos qui avait tué le supdrieur?—F. J'ai fait dire 

Djibrail Hour aux habitants de Deirel-Kamar qu’on disait quo c'est 
Sicabedain’got avait steals avec’ dew conplics lt ouphieur, potr alle 

it Tour charge. Je les ai aussi prévenu que si ces individus étaient 

aarrités par I'antorité et interrogés la vérité viendrait & xe fhiro connaitre. 

D. Que savez-vous sur In conduite de Moubieddin?—R. Comme il se 
trouvait au service de Béchir Néked, avec qui je nuis brouillé depuis sept ans, je 
‘he sais tien sur #a conduite, 


Questions adromies & Polis Houssa, Grec Catholique, négociant et habitant 
Oy Poured RC donner 

dD. étes-vous venu ick ?— est pour donner des renseignements 
sar le pitas Moubieddin Chibli. 

‘D. Quels sont done vos informations ?—R. Deux jours avant lea évinementa 
de Deir-el-Kamar, c'est-A-dire, Mardi, Moubieddin ye'trouvait & Deir-el-Kamar, 
chez Bechara Sousa. La conversation wétant engngée sur ce que cette bourgade 
terende 4 Ixebi Ebou Néked, Mouhieddin avait dit, cest pour cla gus vous 

i yous rendez malhcureux et c'est moi qui ai tué le supérieur de Derr Amik. 
Crest poor lui que les Chrétiens s'agitent, 

ty ‘Quelle est La cause que Mouhieddin s'étant rendu chez Béchare a proposé 

i our que a boone ne rend chic Néked gue veut-on dre par bo rae 



















. Moubieddin avait I"babitudo d’aller chez Béchara toutes les fois qu'il venait 
A Deirel-Kamar- Loraqu'il nous propora pour que nous ayons a rendre nos 
aarmes et la bourgnde a Beéchir, nous répondimes qu’étant. sous Ia jurisdiction du 
Gouvernement Impérial comment pouvions-nous nous rendre A lui? Crest 






alors que Moubieddin déclara quil etait Vassassin du supricur de Deir- 





D. Navsitil par dit comment l avait tué le supéricur!—R. Non, il n'a dit 
que de lavoir tué. 
‘D. Quels souk ses complices? vous Patil dit! et aucun de vous ow le 









Propriétaire de la maison ne lui avez-vous pas demandé Ia 
ni dit s'il avait des compl 
pas demandé In cause ? 
D. Pour quelle affaire étiez-vous, alors, cher Béchara—R. Béchara étant 
tais chez Iui pour le voir. 
D. Oii se trouve-t-il actuellement Béchara 1—R. Il a été tué lors des événo. 





wrésent lorsque Mouhieddin parla de cetto 


—R. Ii s'y trouyait mes cousins, mon frére et nos enfants, qui ont éié tous 


lown Haddad, Groe-Catholique ct négoc 
1—R. Pour porter témoignas 


f quoi porterez-cous votre témoignage ?—R. 


at fe monde pour un prétee ; j'si tué lowupérieur de Deir-Amik ; 
ndu ect paroles t—R. Il y avait des Deuses ot dos 


D. Quols étaiont cos Chniti¢ns?—R. Co sont Habib Ebou Nodjom, Esund, 
Habib, Yaxan ot Habib Rib Chibli Dib, 
D. Coux-ci éaienvils prés de vous ?—R. Non, ils étaient un pou loin de 


ar et autro part, mais D, Mouhieddin étaitell venu ce jour avec les Druses qui sont venus dans te 
affhire ne me touche pax je nai pas eu soin de me rappeler les but decom massacres 


3 eu de comb 
noms des personnes qui me Font dit. 


famille de Mouchaka & Beyrout 
Il causait avec les personnes que 
de lui, 

ft une distance de vin 


D. Avec qui Moubieddin causait-l ? 
je viens de citer, puisque celles-ci xe trouvait aupr 
D. Comment. avex- tendu ce quil 
















© de cet 
be tui 








Je ne sais pas 









ire 
















ats 
sur le compte 















ndant les seconds 
tend Moubieddin 






























ce jour 
















aronies <1. 41 pari a naute yor 

D. Vous aves dit que lorsquill parla ainsi 
et qu'il dtait vena i Deit-el-Kamar pour am 
Beyrout; quelle nécemité alors avait-il de p 
quelle nfcessit i nvat pour dir ee paroles, 
chose pour qu'll nit été obligé do parler ainsi, 

vege” avele beure acti dit cela IR. 
soleil, 

D. A-teil amené ce jour-li la famille de M 
pris part au combat ?—R. Il a amend ce jour-th 
‘et ne s'est pas trouvé dans le combat. j 

D. Oi Patil amenGe?—R. I V'a conduit 

D. Wavea-vous vu aprtst—R Non, jen 

i 





D. Oi. se trouvent-elles maintenant, 
home !—R, Eillos ont été tuées & Deir-el-Kama 


Questions adressées A Youseuf Chaib, mare 
do Deir-el-Kamat:— F 

D, Pourquoi étes-vous venu, icit—R. 
‘compte de Mouhieddin Chibli du village Cuter. 

‘D. Quel eat. votre témoignage t—R. Der 
Doir-ol-Kamar, o'ext-d-dire, Meroredi, vers les 
Nias Tame, oi moi, Andoun Djoghoun, et Eb 
Aioud nous nous trouvions, Mouhieddin a 
“Pourquoi yous ne vous rendez pas A Béchir 
entété? Moi un simple individu j'ai tué le supéri 
we faire?” Une heure ot demie aprés la tomb 


Béchara Soursa. “ we 

Pourquoi Moubieddin y était-_venu? 
Mias Tamé, ot c'est pour nous conseiller de nous 
venu. 
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il pas dit comment il a commis cet assassinat !—R. Non. 

D. N'avait-il_ pas le supérieur de quel couvent svait-il tué?—R. I n’a dit 
que j'ai tué le supérieur. 

D. Les personnes que vous dites qu’elles été présentes lorsque Moubieddin 
parla de cette maniére, od se trouvent-elles A prévent?—R. Elles ont été 
tudes. 

Les témoins ayant été interrogés s'ils voulaient priter serment sur ce qu'lls 
vienuent de dire sur le compte de Mouhieddin était la pure vérité, ils se déclarérent 
peéts ile faire. 

Mouhieddin ayant été de nouveau appelé devant le Tribunal, connaissance 
Jui fut donnée des déclarations des témoins. Moubieddin répondit qu'l n‘avait 
rien dit et que quoiqu’il s'est rendu chez Lins, mais qu'il ne se rappelle pas quel 
jour o'était, It nin avoir été chez Béchara et Wavoir dit quelque chose. Les 
Lémoins répétécent leurs dépositions en présence méme de Vaceusé, qui persista 
dans tes ddndgations. A. a a le Tribunal i a domandé sl avait dos. Ranotee 
su décharge; Moubieddin répondit de nouveau qu'il n’avait prononcé rien de 
semblable, et que si le Patriarche confirmait les témoignages & sou charge il 
Sait pret a se soumetto Ja volonté de Die. : 

Le Tribunal ayant prié le Pateiarehe Gree-Catholique pou le prior d'envoyer 
tun prétre pour fuire préter serment aux suedits témoins, le supérieur du couvent 
Mar Mins six & Zablé, le nommé Houri Selim ext venu le 29 Rédjeb ayant 
ensemble un évangile, " Les témoins musdits prétérent seement sur la vérité de ce 
quils avnient entendu Mouhieddin Chibli dire qu'il avait tué le supérieur du 
couvent Deir Amik, en présence méme des aceumateurs de Chibli, du neveu du 
supérieur assassind, ot du nouveau Supérieur du dit couvent Houri Ghoustis, 

Sur cq, les paroles suivantes farent adrosées 4 Chibli: “O Chibli, lox 
‘moins Polis Sousna, Habib Selloun et Yousuf Ebou Charib.prdtérent serment 
par Tentremise de lear prétre sur Texnetitude de leur témoignage, dont il 
Tessort que vous aver tué le supérieur Asnashous. Ce fait eat établi et vous allex 
tre condamné, Dites done, avez-vous commis ce crime sut Minstigation de 
quelqu'un; ou Vavez-vols fait de votre propre mouvement? Vous ne pouves 
pas nicr ; dites dono Ia vérité. Moubieddin répondit qu'il n’avait nulle connais- 
sance sur te dit assassinat, et il a commencé A jurer ct préter sorment,-et 
persisté A déclarer qu'il ne fa fhit ni sue Vinstigation de quelqu'un ni de son 
propre mouvement. 

Ceci eat Vinterrogatoire de Moubieddin Chibli du village Kefra Catra, fait 
dovant te Tribunal re de Beyrout le 26 Rébi-ul-Akher, 1277, 


(Tranalation,) 
(No, 6.)—-Interrogatory of Emir Mohammed Kassim Roslan, 


Court. What information can you give to the Court respecting the 
instigators and promoters of the outbreak that occurred in the Mountain, and 
who were the actual lendors in the combats t—Prisoner. After the well-known 
reciprocal murders tho Christians organised an assomblage ut the village of 
Faabda, and marched against the Upper Gharb; at Kabalé an engagement took 
place between them and tho people of Alei, whilst the Christians of Wadi 
Shahoor and the inhabitants of the Upper Gharb fell in with cach other on the 
road to Aitat, and a battle ensued between the 

Court, Who were the Christian leaders a ‘and who the leaders of 
tho Druses who met the Christians at: those places \—Prigoner, do not know 
who wete the leaders of the Christian assemblage at Baabda ; T only know that 
there are Christian Emirs ot Boabda and Hadet. ‘The leaders of the Druses at 
the combat of Kahalé were the Sheikbs of the house of 1 hove of the 
other division T am ignorant of; both those divisions were Druses of the Gharb , 
Tam not aware whether there were any Druses from other places 

Court, Where were you when those combats took place t—Prisoner, I was 
at the time in my village of Ain-Anoob; after the Druses of that village and 
thove of the Gharb had hastened to the scene of sction, I mounted and follawed 
them, fearing let anything happening to the Convent of Karkafé and to Kafr. 
Sheems. | On my arrival at Banba, [had not the power to make the Druses 
turn back, ‘The Druse Kaimakam just then arrived at the place, with the 
Druses and Christians of Showyfnt, add ordered me to go on and bring back the 


a 


‘Druses who had got a-head. 1 then proceeded as far as the fountainof Haded 
and turned back the Druses. 

Court. On your arrival at Haded, had not the village been plundered and 
burnt !—Prisoner. The buildings at the head of the village towards Baabda were 
burning. 

Court, You say you did not see the Druse leaders, whereas you say that 
you followed as far as Karkafé in onder to bring back the Druses, and that after- 
‘wards on your arrival at Haded, the place had just been set on fire; how therefore 
did you not see the Drase leaders {—Prisoner. Those whom 1 saw were Hussein 
“Talliook, and his cousin Selim and Daher ; they were at the fountain of Haded ; 
and with them ‘Thence I returned to the Kaimakam, 

‘Court. Who then burnt Haded ?—Prisoner. I do not know. 

Court. When you started from Ain-Anoob, who went with you?— 
Prisoner. ‘The Drusés und Christians of the village; the Druses having rushed 
to Haded and Baabda, I followed them out of fear for the Christians, 

Court, Who were tho Christians that went with you!—Prisoner. Habib 
and Gerius Harb, and Fadel Giabour and his brother, and Nejim and Wihbé 
Blan and Mansoor Nichola, all inhabitants of our village and Greek Catholics. 

Court, How many Druscs were with you at the time !—Prisoner. ‘There 
were five or six of the Elders 

Court. How many other Druses were there?—Prisoner. On hearing the 
report of fire-armes, all went out, 

Court. What are the names of those Elders t—Prisoner. Suleiman Mook- 
harba and hix cousin Kassim, Mohammed Abro Hassun, Ixzid-deen-Hamdan 
and his cousins, Mohammed Faris, and the priest, Yousef Nejim and Faria 
Abu-Ali and others 

Court. Where did you como up with the Christians when you followed !— 
Prisoner, At a place called Bsaba. 

Court, Since you feared for them, why did you not turn them back ?— 
Prisoner, We walked together ; as there are more roads than one, cach went in 
a different way. 

Court, Did they then separate themselves from you and proceed towards 
Haded ?—Prisoner, Some of them went with me ax far as Haded, others went 
other ways, 

Court. Who wore those who went with you ax far ax Haded p—Prisner. 
‘They are those whose namnes f have stated abs 

Court. Had they gone to join in. the combat?—Privoner, 1 do not know, 
except that both parties were greatly excited ; ut heuring the report of fring, 
and secing the flames at Baxbda, every ono ran from every direction ; as the 

uwos of the village are scattered, T could not make thom turn back. 

Court, Why did you afterwards go with thom to Huded t—Prisoner. What 
was L to do? the Kaimakam had ordered me to tring them back, 

‘Court. Why did the Christians go with you to Haded? Prisoner. As the 
Druses wore raging, the Christians ran from every direction, 

The foregoing is the interrogatory of the Druse Emir Mohammed Kassim 
Kasson, bearing, his confirmation before the Extraordinary Tribunal of Beyrout 

(Scal of the Extrnordinary Commission.) 


(No, 7.)—Interrogatory of Selim Joublat, of Baadran, a relative of Said 
Bey Joublat. 


Court, What do you knaw respecting the oecurrences in tho Mount: 
Prisoner. According (0 report the cause of the outbreak was the reciprocal 
individual aasamsinations, and it commenced with the engagement between the 
Christians and the son of Huttar Bey Amad, who, on learning the fact, pro- 
ceeded with a body of men to Dabe-el-Beidar. Afterwards, the combat of Beit 
Misi took place, but at my villago is distant, we did not hear between whom it 
occurred except that it was between, Druses and Christians, and that it gave rive 
to the subsequent events, 

Court, Is not Djezzin close to your part of the country ?—Prisoner. Weis 
distant three hours. 

Court. How did the attack on Djezzin tuke place?—Prisoner. 1 do not 
koow 

Court. Did you ot hear?—Prisoner. Yes, 1 heard, 





Court. How did you hear it stated?—Prizoner. 1 only heard that an 
engagement had taken place between the Druses and Christians, but do not 
know in what manner. 

Court. If some of the Christians of Djezzin, or others, come and state that 
you were yourself present at the attack on Djezzin, what would you say 1— 
Prisoner. As they will be themselves the plaintifis how can their evidence be 
received, 

Court. Should they be from among the inhabitants of your own village, 
what would you say?—Prisoner. What can I say then? 

Court. Give the names of any Christian of your village whom you would 
wish to be examined, and we will summon them.—Prizoner. I want nobody, let 
the Court. summon whomsoover they wish, I was not. present at any of the 
combats of the Mountain, Only when. the war-cry was raised aguinst 
cl Bekan, ss the villoge of Saagbbin belongs to-us and its people are Christinns, 
T went there with my cousin in order to protect it against the Druses. On 
‘onr arrival at the village, wo found. that a few houses had been set on fire; we 
extinguished the flames and drove the Drases out of the place, we then 
retuened home; but two days afterwards, the Druses again attacked and burnt 
the village, and plundered our produce there; this is what took plac 

Court. When you went with your cousin, did you not go with the 
Druses !— Prisoner. Men were goin 

Court. If you went with those who wero going, in ander to proteet the 
village, how caine it to be burnt Prisoner. ‘There wero in advance of us other 
Druse villages whoso inhabitants got there before us and burnt it 

‘Court. Who were the Druse leaders on that occasion and how many Druses 
were there ?— Prisoner. Ido not know how many Druses there wero: they 
from the village of Merista, and from my village of Badman j their leader was 
Kwwsim Baz of Badran and Hassan Daibro of Merits. 

Court, Since people went frow your village, itis to be inferred that you 
went with them; what have you to my !—Prisoner. Iwent with them, but when 
Tsaw them go, I was obliged to go too, in order to protect my property. 

"The inaabatta signed by the Christians of Djezxin and contewed by the 
Madir and Members of the Medjlis of Djezzin, received in reply to the order to 
inquire into. the conduct and proceedings of Selim Joublat, and stating that 
the said Selim commanded at the attack on Djezsin and committed murder 
violated and pillaged, was produced. 

Court, A statement and general mazbatta has been received stating that 
you were present at the attack on Djezzin and committed excemen, such as 
murder and pillage; what have you to say to tbat t= Prisoner. 1 had no hand in 

ig; at thot time Iwas in my house at Badran: there are thirty 
forty Christians in that village i€ they testify against me, let my blood be shed. 

Mansoor Maoushi of Djezzin, at his confrontation with Selim Joublat 
stated na follows : Did you not go’ to Djezzin, and were you not the lender of 
the Druses, and did you not slay, violate and pillage!—The prisouer denied! 
having gone, Whereupon the witness took an oath and said that if it was not 
0, be would forego the elaims he had upon the prisoner. 

Yacoob Djahel appeared and stated : When I was taking refuge at Mokh~ 
tara, Ldid not see Selim Joublat go to Djezxin, but T xaw him start with « 
great number of horse and foot men for Zahlé, ‘The prisoner again deaicd. 

‘The foregoing is the interrogatory of Sel 
Notables, bearing his confirmation, bofore the E: fy Tribunal 
Boyrout. 

(Seal of the Extmontinary Comnission.) 


(No. 8)—Interrogatory of Beshir Bey Mery Neked. 


‘On the 10th of Gemad-ewel, Fathalla Djebani, of Deit-el-Kamar, ap 
at the Tribunal nnd deposed as follows 

T was a teacher in the school of Me. Bird, the American at Deit-el-Kanmr, 
‘on the ocension of the occurrences at Deir-el-Kamar ; on the Thurlay, | 
assumed the European garb, and proceeded to the houve of Halil Shawisls to 
bring away to Mr. Bird's house my uncle Daood Djchani and others who tv 
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found Beshir Mery Neked, sked iim to deliver 
vowef und Beshara and his brother: be demanded 


1, upon which 1 immediately 


tuken refuge in it ; 1 th 
over to me my uncle and Babee 
fof me 1,200 medjidies as the price of their 
procured the money from the family of Mookaikih, and handed! it over to him ; 
Tid T now come to clamn book the money. Hiereupon the suid Deshir. was olled 

Foon te eon the subject. He suid that on the day previous to the 
ia and inquired of of tian, pe had come there at the request of Halil-l- 
Deke des to fac, itn away from. the place; but not Snding that perean 
there he spent that night, at the houre of Halil Shuwish. On being taked whe 
Maa ta'thet house that night, he replied that bis brother was there ; that on (he 
Plowing day sonne individuals caine to the house, but ho did not know who 
they were, and that he went nowhere that day untill the house was set oa ate ry 
when he proceeded to his home at Kathe Os te alin of nie a being 
Miated to him, he wholly denied its trath. Halil Shawish was summoned wi 
foquiry: rae’ of bim whether he knew ssything of his claim of Dotan: We 
tmewened that Dnood Djehauni had been in hix house, but had af erseni ae ie 
Mr, Binl's house, that Ne saw Fathalla wearing a European hat on, his heads bot 
thal he had no knowledge of the affair of the money, and that his house wus vet 
firo to by the said Beshir Mery and others 


Interrogatory 


\ e raid that you were present at the first alfair of Deir el 
Basha and conduct him to Beyrout 
Cont, Did you go. of your own accord 
ou?—Prizoner. He bad sent for te 
you? -—Prieivhy bad ho sent for you?—Pyitoner. In order to conduct him to 
Boyrout, 

Curt. What is your ace!—Prionr, TRave name, es 
Gea Did the occurrences take place on the day of your, arsiva 
Priscwen arrived at Deit-el-Kamar towards the evening ; { passed that night a 
the house of Halll Shawish ; on the following day the vcortencen took place, 

find they burnt the house in question whilst 1 was sit in i 
hey ora the oo se Shuwih a he ime Primer, awl 
and Ise brothers; with me there was a Druse of the nine of Amin Hawadja 

Court, Had be conse with yout—Prisener. Yos, he bad. 

Court Tyhd. you ace no Christian in the house besides Halil Shaws! 
Prisoner, 1 did not 

Court. When on the follow ing, te 
ot dean prisoner. T proceeded nt once to my house. 
You do 7 EPa Halil Ghawish remain in the house !—Prisoner, Ho left it and 


or had Halilol-Basha sent for 


owing morning the house was wet om tre, whit did 


Court. 


weat to Kifer-heet 
i rout. Did you go together*—Prisoner. No, be had prece 


art, Where had you gone!—Prisoner. Twas behind him on the ron, 
rar Why did you not go together t—Prizoner. T could not keop with 
ian, being ill 
Court, Who burnt the house ?—Prisoner 
and others from bere and there os 
wt. Did. all these sot fire to the house!—Prisoner 
bier ed D saw no one 
Crmr Which of te Chie wore with thom 2—Privony, Lane Son 
Court, Is it possible that there wore ns many as you says aid 
one Prisoner. V saw them, but I did not sce any lesder with them 
Court, Why did you go home at the time 
donaty; why should I remain? ae 
woot Were al hom eset tina ?_—Privoer They were Dru 
sy tongue & short, E did not nema, 2 
and others 5g Oy tong e ae such loaders as Teabie Neked or Kasim Neked 
Prismer, No, 1 did 10% : 
Taort When Hall Showish went to Kfer-heem, did he 
somerhers cleo t-—-Prisoner, Ile went to Beshie Neked's ea 
Bee Woe ot Beshir Need at Deiralamar at the tine ?—Prismer 
Se ave at Deir-el-Kamar ; be wns at his own village, 


‘There wore about 4,000 Druver, 


Yes, there wero a 


Prisoner, 1 was not a fine 


to your house or 
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find out the canse or that of the assembled multitude ?—Prisoner, I was ill; 1 
neither found out nor inquired. 

Court. If you were ill how could you go to conduct Halil-el-Basha to 
Beyrout !—Prisoner. Ele was a friend of imine and forced me to come. 

Hauné, daughter of Naklé Dakey of Deirel-Kamar, and wife of Nabra 
Abou-Shamoun Furis, presented herself at the Tribunal and deposed that on 
Thursday, the day of the massacre of Deir-el-Kamar, her son Ibrahim Shamoon 
hhad concealed himself in the house of Halil Shawish ; and that on the following 
day, Friday, Beshir Mery Neked, who was in the house of Halil Shawish, seized 
her said son Ubrabim and beat him first with a stick, and afterwanls with his 
cairabine aud with his sword till he killed him, and then rifled his pockets of 50 
Turkish siras, and twenty other pieces of money which they contained; she 
ow appeared to claim redress and restitution. 

Court {to witness). Who were present at the time ?—Witness. There were 
many’ persons present others there were Namé Kayat, Halil Shawish, 
the wives of Aboo Samra, of Ibrahim Abou Shaab, and of Abou Hassan 
Manoli 
» _ Fahoum, the wife of Ibrahim Abou Samra, of Deir-el-Kamar, appeared, and 
deposed that on Friday, the day following the massacre, Beshir Mery Neked 
in the house of Halil Shawish ; there was also in. th howe Ibrahim Abou 
Shamoon ; a Druse eame and wanted to slay Thrahim, when Boshir xaid, * Leave 

c ix mine;"" after which he took a stick and commenced beating Ibrahim 
then he hacked nt him with his sword as if he wat chopping wood, and"aftce 
taking his moniey he died, and that sbo, witness, was present and saw the trans- 
action with hor own oyes. ‘Throe other women appeared and gave the same 
testimony as Fahour, 

‘Qn the Court inquiring of the jirisoner what he had to say to this, he denied 
‘tall. On tho witnesses telling him, at the coafrontation, that they saw him 
boat and kill Lorubim before their eyes, ho persisted in hix denial, 

Assand Naceash, of Deirvel-Kamar, appeared, and stated that in order to 
save him during the massacre, the prisoner had taken from him 31,800 piastres + 

nd Youssof Madi, of Jahie, sald that during the ocourrences the prisoner had 
seized his animals and grain; both claimed restitution. The prisanee wholly 
denied the charges. 

‘The uncle of the Druse Kaimakam, Emir Mohammed Kassim Rasslan, 
stated that when he went to fetch away Halil Shawish from his house, in order 
to save hitn, the prisoner was in the house, together with his coasia Sheikh 
Youssef and about 100 Deuses ; that on his leaving the house it was set on fi 
and that although he did not see them actually set fire to it, he thought it wus 
thom that did it. ‘The prisoner denied having had anything whatsoever to do 
with the burning 

‘The forogoing is the interrogatory of Beshir Bey Mery Neked, one of the 
notables ofthe Druses, bearing his confirmation, before the Eixtmordinary Tribunal 

Beyrout 


(Sent of the Extraordinary Commission.) 


(No. 9.)—Loterrogatory of Sheikh Assaad| Amad, Mokatadj 


‘The Chiels who went to Zahlé were Hattar Amad, Ken) Amad, Milhim 
‘Amad, and Mahmoud-cl-Red, 

he persons who killed the Christians of the villages of Barook and Fardix 
are the inhabitants of the village of Btalloon 

Court, Who were the Druse Chiefs who went with the Lebanon Druses to 
the siege of Zahlé ’—Prisoner. As the Druses were returning from Zahlé. 1 saw 
at m place near Zahlé, the Druse Chiefs Hattar Amad, Ren) Amad, Milhim 
Amd, and Mabooud-el-ed. 

Court. Were you not with them on that occasion !—Prisoner. No, 1 was 
ot; but met them as they were return 

Yourt. At what place did you meet them '—Prisoner, At w place called 
Ain Kusara, 

Court. AC what distance is that place from Zahlé!—TPrisoner. Less than 
holf-an-hoar, 

Cowrt. What was your business in those parts ?—Prisoner. Lwns going to 
bring back iy people, who had gone to Zahid 
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Court. You state that you had gone for the purpose of bringing back your 
people who had left for Zahlé, Does a person who goes in order to restrain his 
people from committing a particular aet go after them, after they commit the 
act which they went to accomplish ?—Prisoner. I and my-people, that is, my 
attendants fifteen ia all, were ata place in the Bekaa, called Hosh, distant two hours 
from Zahlé; the Hauran Druses were at Ber-Elins and Merj, whilst the Lebanon, 
Druses were encamped at Kub- nd Moobaiditi. A party of the Hauran 
Druses proceeded to the village of Saad Nail, distant one hour from Zahlé, and 
on their arrival there they fell in with the Zahliotes, and an engagement took 
Place; both parties received reinforcements, At the time I was at Hosh, and 
ay people bezan leaving for the scene of action; I then followed them to bring 
them back. 

Court. Were you not prosent at the combat t—Prisoner. Iwas not, only on 
arriving at the above-named place near Zahlé, I turned back as many as T could 
and returned with them ; we halted at Ain Ksara when the Druses commonced 
Passing the place on their return from the battle; it was then I mot the Chiefs 
‘hose names I have given, 

Court, It is stated that you were present at the combat of Zabl 
Must tell the truth about it—Prisoner. Twas not prosent at the combat 
ot as far ax the vineyards of Zahid, which were near the place of fighting, ond 
returned. 

Court, How dill you see the fighting, then t—Prisoner. ‘The battle began at 
Said Nuil, and gradually extended till sunset to Zablé. 

Court, Having got ns far as the vineyards, did you not know what was 
Bsn in Zahlé?—Prisoner. As the vineyards are hal-auchour from the tows 

did not sce what was passing within. - 

Court. The members of your family of Amad wore present at the asse 
Dlages and at the different engagements; how is it you, who ate one of them 
Were not ?—Prisoner. Both in this affair and in others I'was not with them, bot 
Kept aloof frum them. 

Court. If you had no intention yourself of taking part in the war, nor 
Wished that your people should do so, why did you, on their proparing to start, 
‘llow thom to go, and then placed yourself uader the necessity of following them 
to the fleld of battle, in onder to bring thom back t—Prisoner, ‘They did not 
fo with my consent ; they Went in spite of mo, and 1 followed in onter to bring 
them back 

Court, If you had no power to restrain them fi how could you 
have been able to make them turn back from the field of battle ?—Prisoner. 1 

to make them turn back inwstuch ua on my arrival tho battle had 
ceased. 

Court, Did you. then, know before you started that the battle bd consed, and 
did you calculate that they would therefore listen to you and come back 1— 
Prisoner. Although when I started the Gring had commenced, yet it was 
woknown who were the victors and who the defeated’ only on my arrival there 
the confagration had begun, und the people Were returning in bodies. 

Court. If when you started the fighting had not ceased, and considering 
that your people had gone in spite of you, how could you expect that they 
would obey you and retam!—Prisoner. I followed them in the hope of 
reas them to turn back ; some did return, and we alighted together at Ai 

Court. How soon after your arrival there did the people commence returning 
from the combat !—Prisoner. Halfan-hour afterwards, 

Court. State the names of those of your people who refused to obey you, 
and went to the war—Prisoner, Hattar Kassim, Mobamed Shedid, Selnian 

h, Youssef Hassan, and Mabinoud Waked, from’ Barook ; 

vd his ‘brother Saad-ed-Din, from Butroom ; Daher Abu Wady 

from Btalloon ; Mahmoud Shekif from Ain Ouzai, and others whose names 1 do 
Hot recollect 

Court. Are all these your attendants ?— Prisoner, Yes, they are 

Court. When they wont to the war were there any others who remained 
tehind' How long have the former been in your secvica end what is the natere 
of their employment 2— Prisoner. 1 followed them slowly in order to bring theen 
tack: no one remained behind with mest the time. Some of them buve been 
in my service a long time: others were new. 
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Court. Ifthere are any persons who oan testify to your good conduct, aud that 
you took no part in any of the contests which took plluce i the Mountain, cive 
heir names, tn order that the Court may summon thom and lear thetr depositions 
on the subject; and if you have any proofs that will « you from th 
changes against you, produce. them ?—Prisoner 
conduct and proceedings will then become manifest 

Cowrt, If you have any witnesses, tate 
Prisoner. Inquite of the people of my Mokataa—from th 
my conduct as been 

Court. What do know as to the conduct of Said Joublat and the other 
Mokatuadjis ?—Prisoner. Said Joublat, remained at his house, I did not hear 
that he went to the war. He did nothing but good to the Christians. 

Court, Was not Said Joublat able to rostrain the people of his own 
Mokatos t—Prisoner. I do not know. 

‘Court, Havo you yourself no influence in your Mokata?—Prisoner,. If 1 
had, should have had to go after my men in order to bring them back ? 

Covet. ‘Then what were you a Mokataadji for? What is the duty of a 
Mokatandjit—Prisomer, His duty is to collect the taxes, and to carry out the 
onlers of the Government, and to rafer to the Goverament when occasion requires. 

Court, When the people of your Mokataa and your own men refissed to 
obey you, did you relor to the Government ?—Prisoner. “There are. fifteen 
Mokutuadjis in our Mokatas, Tam one of them. Ax they did not refer, 1 did 
not do 40 on this occasion, 

Court. Why dil you not, being m Mokataadji?—Prisoner. Iwas not able at 
that time, inasmuch as the Government was at Beyrout and 1 in the Mountain, 
and the roads were Lromained at home f 

‘Court, Since you home for safety who w 
Bekao, and that went to Zahié t=Prisoner. I had gone to the Heknay and I weat 
‘as far us the vineyards of Zahlé under the circumstances I have stated. 

‘Cort. Your nnawer as to the reason why you did not refer to the Govern 
ment is not # aatisfactory one. What wns it preventel you from doing #0, 
Considering that your people refused you to obey you, and that you had no 
fonger any influence in your Mokataa, whose people became rebels ?— Prisoner 
Ttis true I was a Mokatadji, but the people of the Mokataa, and of the whole 
country had become like wild animals; and, as 1 did not take part ia what was 
going on, my family looked upon me with batred and contempt 

‘Court. What was that in which your fainily were enyazed, and in which 
rofused to take part !—Prisoner, Hattar Amad went to the relief of bis #on. who 
tran wounded at the bottle of Andara, and died. Milhim Amad and his cousins 
Wore prosnt at different. combats, but I neither went there nor anywhere, From 
this the disagreement which, exiated between us is manifext. The reason why 1 
did not refer to the Government. wax because 1 could not do x0 in person, nor 
‘could J rend any one on account of the roads. 

Court. Did. you not give the replies which have been written down !— 
Prisoner. Yes, 1 did 

"This Minute having been handed to the prisoner he rend it, and stated tha, 
although the roplics recorded therein were his own, and. he had himaclf spoken 
them, yet ax they were confased replios, he would write wnswors at Joisuro to 
the questions put, and hand them in ; and that he, therefore, would not sign the 
present Minute 


(No, 10,)—Examination of Karim Bek Need, one of the Mokatadjis of 
oc ‘Shahba and Monasif 


Court. Were you present ot any or all of the combats which took place in 
the Mountain ?—Prisoner. On the day of the first combat at Deirel-Kamar, os 
Twas staying in my house, I heard the report of firing and excitement around 
Thereupon, npprehiensive lest the Druses should attack the Chr who 
thoy had reassured in their villages, and do them harm, 1 py 

ascertain the stuto of alluirs, with about 60 persons, Druses a 

towurds Mennsif in ordar to pacify matters with the people L had with me, and 
thence to the vicioity of Deirel-Kamar. We then boart much and 
repaired to the old Meidan of Deir-el-Kan 13 foued that the people of Deir 


el-Kamar and the Druses of Baaklin, Deir‘el-Kamar, and Menasif were fighting 
with each other and burning the houses, that is to say, that the Christians were 
setting fire to the Druse houses and the Druses to the houses of the Christin 

I then halted at a place and sent. persons to require the Drases who were in 
Deir-el-Kamar to desist and return. After much exertion, and the lors of about 
forty-five Druses, 1 made them return.  Beshir Neked was standing at the other 
extremity of the Meidan where I was. The house of Hamadi and other Dros 
wwereon the heightsof Deirl-Kamar, On inquiring of Beshir Bey why this thiog 
hud ocourred, lie answered that the people of Deir-el-Kamar bad begun, and that 
the had no intention of entering Deir-el-Kamar with bis followers 

Court, Were the Druscs wliom you caused to. come out of Deirl-Kamar 
Your own followers ?—Prisoner. Asi havo just stated, the Druses around Deir- 

‘amar were those of the district of Menasif and Baaklin, and Deirvel-Kainar. 
‘We caused all those to:come out of Deir-el-Kamar. Those belonging to us and 
‘our followers who were present were the Drases of Kefr Fakood, 

Court, Who were the Christians who accompanied: you when’ you started 
for Deirvel Kamar, and of what villages were they !— Prisoner, ‘They were from 
the villages of Abey and Kaft Metta their ames are Falid Mery und his brother 
Labood, and. sate of their codains whose names I do not know, of Kafr Metta ; 
from Abey those were Mery Tanoos and Habib Aboo Canaan, and ‘Tanoos Eliay 
fand some of their cousins whose pamet Lom not aware of some,of these were 
Maronites and some Greek Catholics. 

‘Court. Had you previous knowledge ofa intecded attack on Deir-ol-Kasnar ? 
—Prinoner. Nox | hast not. 

‘Court, Did you not all go there together t=Prisoner. Yox; we went 
together, and Mr. Calhoun, the schoolmaster of Abey, met us, and alvo raw who 
were with mo. “ 

Court. What is your own knowledge of the thets! Did the Druses first 
march against Deit-cl-Kasmar ; or how was it 2—Prisoner. From the day of the 
battle until I came to Beyrout it wns said that the Christians attacked tho Druses 
whilet the latter were sowing their grounds ; and the Christians said the Druses 
hudaattacked then. Axon wy arrival at Dele-el-Kamar the battle bad been raging 
for five hours, I could not know the truth. 

Court. How can it bo anid that the Christians. had gone to attack the 
Deuses, whilst the combat took place ot Deir-el-Karnur, itself?-—Prigoner. ‘The 
Brune sad that the Christians out to attack: them, and that, they 
defeated them, porsoed th into Deir-el-Kamar, 

“The foregoing is the interrogatory of Kassim Bey Neked, one of the Drive 
Mookatadjis, bearing his confirmation. 

Seal of th Extraordinary Court,) 


(No. 11.) Examination of Asaaad Tulhuk, one of the Mokatadjt of Gharbrel: 
Fokani 


Court, Where were you on the day of the combat. between the Druses and 
the Christians at Hadeth and Babda !—Prisoner. Lwus at my house at the 
village of Aitat 

‘Court. Were you not preacat.at that combat ?—Prisoner, That combat 
took place at an hour and achalf's distance from our village. 

Court. When Sheikh Hossein Talbuk went to. that combat, did you not 
company him t—Prisoner ‘Although f accompanied him, we did not zo to 
fight, but to prevent strife. 
gg CM Bid YoU nocceed in doing 992—Prione We did not arrive in 
ime, 

Court, Were there any of the inbabitants of your village with them 2— 
Prisoner, 1 did not see any one. 

Court, When Sheikh Hossein Talhuk met Khoorshid Pasha, were you ot 
there also2—Prisoner. 1 went to the outskirts of the village of Haabda, and. saw 
the troops Kalting in the distance; people were then returning, but whether the 

mish wes, or was nat, with the troops Iam not amare; and Preturacd with my 
cousins. 

Court, Where did you return to?—Prisoner. To our house at Aitat 

2¢ 





Court, After your return to Aitat, did you: not team whether any of ite 
inhabitants had previously gone to the war !—Prisoner. I did not, 

Court, You are a Mokntadji, and you do not know who went to the war, of 
the people of your village?’—Prisoner. Iwas in my house, and everybody was 
engaged in his business, and I do not know who went. 

Court, Why did you go yourself — Prisoner. "To pacify and prevent. 

Court. Who were with ‘you !—Prisoner, My cousin Hossein Talhuk, and 
hin son Abos, and Said, aod my brother Shibli, with their attendants, numbering 
some ten or twelve perious; some of the people of Harb were there too, but 1 
do not how mn: 

Court, How far did you got ?—Prisoner. As far ax Hadeth, 

Court. When you arrived, had Hadeth been burned ?—Prisoner, It had 
Just beon set on fire. 

Court, Hind the bands there dispersed 1— Prisoner. ‘They were returning. 

Court, What did you do next ?—Prisoner. We 
were returning, we did the sane. 

‘The foregoing is the interrogatory of Ansaad Tulhuk, one of the Mokatadji 
of GharbelFokani, bearing his confirmation, 

(Seal of the Extraordinary Commiesion.) 


did nothing ; a8 people 


(No, 12.)—Interragatoire de ?’Rmir Mohamed Raslon, Caimacam des Droses, 
le 8 Rebieuberod, 1277, 


Demande, Quols sont les personnes qui ont été tués h Ramlé Ethamrm, et qui 
les tude?—Réponse. J'ai les noms de ceux qui ont été tués, demain je les 
‘nommeral; seulement je ne sais pas les noms des assassins, mals ils doivent ttre 
des habitants du village Ketoulé et d'autres environs 

D. Qui a assassing los quatre personnes Chrétiens n Kabloonié?—R. Je 
cconnnis bien aussi lex noms des tués, demain joles dint; ce sont low habitants de 
Kahlounié aveo lox habitants de quelques villages du Chou. 

D, Lorsque vous avez averti le Gouvernement de cos nssansinats, quelle a été 
sa conduite?—R. Lo Gouvernement a envoy Kara Cheurli Hassan Agha i Said 
Rey Joublat pour emmener les assassins, muni d'un ordre il a été avec un Kol 
Agassi ot un Milazem accompagné d'an membre du Conseil de Btedin d 
Mokhtarah. J'ai éerit aussi A Said Bey de faire lox démarches nécessaires dans son 
Aevoir, comme xa réponse n’était pas conforme ; j'ai rapporté cela au Gouverne- 
ment, mais je n’al pax reca de réponse, 

D. Quiest-ce qui» tué les Chrétiens au Chouff?—R. Les Chrvtions du 
Chouff qui ont été tués A Kahlounié sont lex personnes mentionnés ci-denus 

D. Laraque vous wvex exposé cela au nt quelle a dté la suite -— 
R. Quoique J'ai éerit officiellement. it t, ni mime jai regu de 
réponse. 

D. Lorsque ces nesansinata devennient plus friquents, que des assemblées se 
Féunieaiont & Nahe-el-Kolb du Bekna et Kesrouan, quelle wété votre eonduite et 
celai du Gouvernement ?—R. Le Chef le cox asembiéos «hommes était Tanouss 
Chahio da Kesrouan ; il'se rendait avec mille hommes & Baabd, et w passé 
minutes loin du camp pour aller vers Garb.cl-Fokanl, district de Druses, 
hommes ont passé le flouve qui se trouve & une domie-heure de Boyrout. 
quelques peletonx de soldats leur avaient barré te passage. ils les aursiont 
canpéehés et tous ces événements ne seraient pus nrrivés. Ils ont été dix jours A 
Nahrel-Kelb; le Medjlis en a connaissance. Cheik Mahmoud, Cheik Nassif Cheik 

id, do In famille Talhouk, avec d'autres Druses, ont été i lour rencontre : ils ont 
eu ensemble quelques engngements A une heure de distance du catnp; ils xont 
lurrivés presque de Ii, deux coups de canons ont été tinés dit-on, 

D. Dowx Druses a Nabe Beyrout de Bebemoun, ua Chrat 

Kone dons le village de Ainab, et & Deir-el-Kamar un autre Druse da village 
eft Fakour, ont été assassinis; quels sont let nisassins ? et questoo que le 

Goavernement ainsi que vous a agi en cela t—R. Quoique les deux Drases sont 

du village Behemous, sous man Caimacamat, tués dans es environs de Beyrout, j'ai 

export ¢t fis lors mon rapport au Gouvernement, qui n'arien fait. Les assassins 
sont Cheétions, Jone connnis pas leurs noms, Les Druses qui ont tad le Chrétien 

3 Ainab sont dit village Behemoun, I Aid, et du village Serhmoo! Hamze, 

Nourel-Diin. Je wai pas entendir le nom du Chrétien qui tué le Druse & 

Deir-el-Kamar, il wa éte exéoaté envers ceux lh de Ia part du Gouvernement ; 
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mes de mon Caimncamat, les assassins se sont. ents, 
Sea ey ena mucus out €6 commis daas le Meten et 
anak rout ?—R. Diupres 
nels sont les personnes ouékils des Chrétions & Beyt D 
ce que Jomtende dite fe sont’ Naoum Kikano, Manssour Hddé, Assad Tabet, 
Aioub Traut, twtr dnt je ne conoa pua es. noms 
“est ce qui sest conforiné, oui ou non, aux ave 
rem ee tins plurappaicer ke tagutte de toos ies Moukatang, et ques sont 
Teure noms !—R. Wai derit A tous les Moakataagi, et je les ai nverti en envoyant 
deta part des exprés: tous me répondaient quils se conformeraient fh mes nis, 
Seuleant Bet ‘Talhouk et Bet Al elma ont peceé st rts mals es 
fia) qui sont sous les ordres * yi 
Hoe eee pate du Choufl. Mahmoud AW en n protégé une 
i rate chose de Kassern Boy. a 
Fase eect ke me te 
Ces ing Monat oo te tan Lee Mona 
ont nas protege lars villages sont Bechie Bey Abou Neked, attr Bey, 
Mithem Keng Assad, Hamad, Béchie, Neman Sand-<lddi, ot aor de 
i Bet Aimand; tous ceux Mh faisaioat. la guerre avec les tnuain ; 
ptitions adressées au Gouvernement ?—R. Les bubitants Chétions de L 
amar me répondaient quis fsaient tout leds possible pour éindse le feu de 
In révolte, et le Gouvernement me recommandait d'agir selon Tes avertissernent 


Connie. ln cause pour que les forces qui ont été demandé du 


talent pasrendos avec Hussen Talhook, ct quel preszentiment 
fviezeos?Combien do ours xe ont passé pois au premier engagement ?— 
ve quo j'ai eatendu dire je prowsentai qu'il n'y avait pas avsex de soldats, 
Fe Ase Qunchnen de soldats serakont alors sudisanta.pour empecher cette révoltet 
—R. Mille 2 uulle cing conts soldats pouvaient faire disparaitre tous, pour se 
Heckler de Vane ou de Tautre manidre; le Gouvernement avait dé dn 
de cing ou atx jure donnd wx elsions Te massacre avalt para six jours apr, 
B Quel eat Tosenssin dun Chectien qui a été tué dans te village Oubei !— 
R. Je ne connais pus Tassassin, main pour. le Adcourrir et prooéder on justice 
ji Gert Moukttagi Kassctn Dey i x pond qu tls arches 
j -s ont eu Het; Valine en est 1 
orbs du oars dtr one nis Foaacn de Kasson Boy et de Béshir Bo, 
auulle pone avczvous co)—R. De ma prove Sponve vou eomprened 
f te envoys vers Tasveinbl6e 
D. Cue a dt le result de conx qul ont été envosde ers Lane 
t res seul n deg cnvoyé nupro de ectte assomblee; on Tut a 
Sen trisien Serena fig lorsque leur Moukatang lea assuruiat sue 
Tone tion vie, honneut, et que par Ié moyen du Consulat do France il s'engngerait 
2 
ie Maivien pris, seulement Kassorn Boy mavait répondu qui me donnersit 
Fe n'ai ren pris; mem Bey 
txt derit poureu que ce soit hors du Coo aaa 
Mil dunné un éerit aux habitants ?—R, Le jour oi. it vai 
engagements ontre lex Druses ct les Chrétiens; comme ceuxeel talent vane 
Stavnicnt perdi In siete, quelies uns se sont embarquds pour wenie A Thyra 
fom voalant venir par terre ont été empdchés par les habitants de Choveft 
Dr Nis-tcon pas demandé que les forces niu iaabda solont dissipéen, et 
quelle réponse a-tson regu ?—R, On leur.n deraandlé onlay des expris ont ¢té 
eovoyée aus : a 
eat-ce que vous avez Gerit au ConsulsGénéral; quelle ép 
Fo enn cctcon donmé A eens ql ont C46 covoyés vrs la 
éunion Se eons a repondu2—R. Vaicl ce que j'ai écrit ux 
Comat. “Ss lies toxces! avis: dans te village do Baabda ne rentrorsiont pas 
eee ee an oer Seadions.  Qoelques uns d'entre eux me nipondaient 
Soupables si nows nous Ce Kourelid Pacha, qui se tend sur les Tioux mbmess 
Hai envoe les eopies de cos lettres wu Caimacarn ka Vali : 
ae ty tamara avait demande que le camp se transporte a Bis loi ou 
Wien 40 lage Kefi-Chiima, pour ‘cl canse n's-ton pas eonsentit—R- Ja 
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demandé cela, je n'si pas regu de réponse. Aprés que le masaore eu lieu 
Je suis retourné au camp. ‘Tahir Pacha m'svalt dit qu'il n'y avait yas d'eau dane 
ces endroits pour que les soldits puissent camper, tandis qu'il y en avait. 

D. Quels renseignements: pourrez-vousnoux donner sur la conduite des 
Cheiks Talhouks Mabmoud Nussiff; et Said, et @ quel degre de révolte e 
ils, ot sls ont guerroyé, et ot'—R. Is ont été seulement dans Fenigns 
Baubda, mais ile-ne sont pas anjets’h la revolte 

D. Quols sont Jos priveipaux qui oat voulu faire te coup & Chonetfa 
west-ce que Je Gouvernement a fait?—R. Les principaux Chefs réunie 
Banbda sont I'Emir Kisschbabi, sex fréves, l’Euir Dervich ; le Gouvernement ne 
donnait quo tes conseils, 

D, Quels sont les Chofs qui-ont voulu xortir do Chowellat YR. Je les ai 
cite chdeswus. 

D. Lorque vous vous débattior pour protéger lex habitants, qui ext-ce qui 
Yous secondait ou non?—K. Outre mes parent V'Bmir Mahowet et MEwie 
Millions, perwonne ne m' aidé. 

D. Quels sont lox Chefs Chrétien sortie de° Zahlé pour roa 
Koubeliass ainsi que les Chefs Druseet—R; Tes Chefs des Chrétiens sont les 
principaux de-Zabté, J¢ me connais par les noms; «ais los Chefs dex Druses sont 
Hattar Bey Aimaad, von fils AK’ Bey Hamoud Fendi, Cheikh Mabioud Aid 

D. Quels sont les principaux pl ont été dls rencontre dex Chretiens sorts 
de Aindarw?—R. Coux qui sont & Koubetinss, 


étaient 
ment dle 


La 9 Rebiceloeveel, 1277. 


D--Avant que Nengagement ait’ Hew a Aindara, Ia réunion do Kouboliass 
qu's-tvelle implord du Gouvernement et quelle réponse a 
reinier engagement unt habitant du village Derattie avait tad un Chrétien, ot 
lw réunion de celuivct avait demandé de Yousef Abdelialak quian leur envole 
‘uwawsin: Youssef Bey m's eovoyé cettelettre ; de mon été j's fit tion rapport 
n accompagnant les. paplers tes doux partis aa Gouvernement : j'si entendu 
dire quo co dernier avait envoyé des expres A Zablé; jai les lettres, je low 
montrera 

D. Quels sont los principaux qui ont ex des démélés aveo les habitants 
de Deitvel-Kamar, de Milhom Aimmad avec let habitants de Mazraa !--R. Je 
ais pas lex noms des Chritions, mais outeo Milhem Bey Aimaad et ses cousins 
je no connais point d'autres. ' 

D. De qui avez vous npprix “que tes habitants de Delret-Kamiar se sont 
Fendus & Kefr Katrn, et qu'il voulaient fondre sur to district de Mannsseff t— 
R. La noovelle ext arrivé do Sloman Boy A vou trite Ali Bey Hammadi, et 
Bechir Bey Abou Neked, 

D. Sur le marcre qui avait eu lieu Kassem Abou Noked avec les habitants 
de Chouhar, Milbom Bey Aimaad avec les habitants de Arkoub, comment. se 
faitilquon sesbasembé tout de suite? Dod savaient-ls qu'on voulait donner le 
coup? Quel jour? Qui sont les principaux tM. Les endroite do Ramee ct 
Mithem Bey no so trouvant pas Join de Deirel-Kamur, qui tout 4 Ventour se 
trouve des villages Drusoa, la réunion pourrait so fi heure. Le jour ot 
Yon avait appris lt nouvelle le massacrn commencait deja ; je ne ais par In date 
il ext désigné dans-le journal. Les principaux sont Bechir Bey Abou Neked, ace 
Parents Ali Hey Hatnadi, Milhom Bey Aitaad, Kassem Boy Neked. 

D. otro ceux-lia quiest-ce qui a été dans te massacre ?—R. Outre les prin 
cipaux, il y avait Cheikh Hamoud, Monssour Cheikh, Mansour Kadi, quel 
quen Cheikhs de la famille Narmouch, 

D. Quels sont les habitants du Choulf qui ont commis le coup bh Jez 
#t dana lo Gartvel-Boukah ?—R. Coux qui sont allés & Jezzin sont toe habit 
de Bator et Nihas je ne connait pas ceux qui se sont rnd 
‘mais wi on demandorait du Moakutaagi Said Hey, il les sauru 

D. Comment Vengagement ext arrivé entre Youssef-el-Moubaled ot Kassen 
Youmsol dana les terres de Skida? Qui dtait des Chet Drises avec Kussemn 
Youssef ?=R. Je ne vais jus comment cela est arzivé, mais nl entenda dice que 
Youssef Moubaied ext arrivd-contre Kassem Youssef, quils se sont battus, et le 
premier n ét6 obliré de fui 
rider partouts frappant Jes Chrétiens qu'il trouvalt aur som pussuce. Ls 
Cheikis qui étaient aves bul sunt, son fréee, sou tits, deo qi'ut dit 


le second jour Kassom fe vainquewr commenca pr 
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D. Comment svez-vous peint Valhiire de Youssef Bey Karaim, et quel 
réponse avez-vous recu?—K. J'ai écrit que jTavsis entenda dire que Youssef 
Bey Karam, avec Hall beck, et un grand nombre de gens armés, vendita 
fegu pour réponse que quoigue ces gens viennent en nombre ce sont de eewx 
41 ont eu leurs maisons briilées, et n'étuiont pas ventis pour faire la guerre ainsi 
que les principaux Chrétiens les avaient inforiné ; : 

W* 'D. Lorstue Ismail-l-Attrach et arrvé pres leBelan, quiesice quis 6 che 
lui des habitants de Chouf, Arkoub, Manassef?—R. Simples particaliers so 
Aimaad, Cheikh Kenge Aimand, et dautres dont je ne connnis pass - 

D.'Lorsqa‘on a averti le Gouvernement de ecla quelle réponse ‘o-t-on 
donnét—R. La réponse en a été que Je Colonel avec los soldats se rend sur les 
Tioux pour 'empécher ; les Consuls m’ont dit 1a mémo chose A 

Quele sont les gens de mauvaise condaite des habitants Chouf « 
Manasef? Combien de jours ve sont pass entro le prner et Te accond engage 
Went; dans ce demnicr quels sont lex Chefs Druses qui s'y trouvaient a 
cause du déordre provient de et Hemadi, de Moustafa Douek, Abdalla Aikeli, 
&t d'aatros ; ln date existe dans le journal. Dans le second engagesent lex Chof 
sont Ali Bey Hemadi, ves fréres Mabinoud, Milhern, son cousin Koueder: Bechir 
Bey Neked, son fils Meer, Cheikh Sadeldin Aimaad, Moustafa Dovek, Cheikly 
Natoad Mansour z ~iaale 

D. Les biens qui ont 6s gills de Deiel- Kamar ou dautrosendroits, che 
quise trouvent-ils maintenant ?—R. Les biens ills se trouvent presque hve 
les Druses de Deir-el-Kamar, de Baklin Armatour, district de ne By 
Joubiat, dans le Arkoub, district Bet Aimand, Manassef, district Bot Abou Neked, 
et la plupart a Zable, P 

Boek sont ies otets que in conduit in Gourmet giant pou 
4 Jos tumaltes a produit sur les esprits des Druses, et ne pouvaitsll pax 
Sloth ur ven walle —-R. Le Geoveroecs tava fait mi mal ni bien, 
eulement le silence a plus excité Terror; il pouvait dév le commencerent 
‘empdcher tous ces inalheare. 

Ci 1—R. Il le pouvait af 

rendus & Deir-el-Kamar, quols sant les événeney 

quelque chove '—R La premio fis que Ta 
engagements avaicnt cess ; il avait appeld tex Vékils de 
Baya ‘de Bochir Bey, leur « adjoint de ne faire aucun acte contraire aux lois; il 
emmené un tabour de soldats, et 'a eatopé A Deir-el-Katnar ; apres avoir assure 
les habitants il leur a défendu de sortie, i est Toe bens I Peli iss 2 
St retourné au camp emmenant avec Tut quelques viewx du village, lorsque 
Kboorehid Pacha ext parti pour le méme'illage, Connie il etalt tard, ila lis 
Tes soldats qu'il avait prin avec lui & Ainab, arrive & Deirel-Kamar la nuit, dort 
Heinande voir mon cousin TEmir Mahowet qui était roaté avec lox 

Foldats, arrive on mime temps qu'eux to londemin; Emir va ln maison de 
Hal Chavich, qui restait josqu'slors intact; iLy avait aussi beaucoup de mouble 
veo Dechir Meri Neked, son cousin Youssef wuecordent ih briler Is wainon du 
Chavich, un milazem qui la gundait te quitte, et lo fou prend aux quatre an 
dela maison ; 00.» pu muver Ia vic A quarante personnes, Ce jour IA Khooreid 
Pacha se trouvait & Btoddin ; il ext resté quatre A cing jours, puis Mt ext rep 
ee Ga " oe et du srcours 

D. Comment se fait-it que vou. ayer demand de Nusistanes etd scours 
eater que le C at de In force dans let ments de La 
Montagne nated oslo Tate de lx Montagne ¥— He Da ds pris 
thoments les Traité ne soutfrent nullement av eouteire dans Je poits déeaccords 

Gouvernement prite son appui, & plus forte rainon dans ane aves! grave alfaire 

comme celle-la, 
D. Lorsque Koorchid Pacha 


{A Deir-el-Kamar y avait-il des ma se 
ons dans le village !—R. ly avait plut de 1,000 howtos, mais le pays ét 


détruit ; outro la maison doot je viens de parler, il ny avait pas une seule maison 


sauve, aes 

D. Apris que le village ait été déteuit que foisnient-ils ces germ Us 
transportaicnt los biens des Clirétiens 

ent cela que fait Koorchid Puchs !—R, Le second 

D. Loraque ces gens fainaient cela que fit ® a 





Jour, c'est-ddire la veille do son arrivée, tout était déja fini 
ublat ainsi que YEmir Mahomet et’ nas Meee 
taiont dana le village ; ceux-th ont obd. 
D, Est-ce qu'Ahmet Efeadi ainsi que te Kaja ont pa 


« ontonné de faire sortir coux qui 


D. Ex 74 se taire devant les 
Druses, si vous connaissez quelque éeénements sur oux, quills alent montré ou 


Paratre lex secourie?—R. Je ne sais pas si oes deux personnes ont été Tinter- 
tnéiires senlement le Gouremnement ne teait aucun compte, surtout qu 
avait A Deir-el-Kamar des soldats suffisants, en en permettant que ens 
pillés se transportent lex choses se comprennent aries 
D. Est-ce que le Gouve it avait-ib le dro 

uvernement avait-l le droit d'intervenir pour chercher 
tes assasing dans la Montagne longue vous ne trowvies pas Passuala, om wove 
répondiex d'une manidre vague, et-ce que co n'est pas conte le Nizam du Mont 
[ban denvoyer de temps & autre des eavoyés pour trouver les nasassine 1K. Le 
Jouvernement i parhitetent le droit de demander lex axsassins du Cain 


‘cam; Wile trouve Impuissant de son emparer. il pourra 
Se akon mini iparer. il pourns aussi envoyer des exprds 


Le 18 Rebi-el-evvel, 1277. 

D. Vous dites dans votre lettre que le Caimucs 

; lettre que le Caimacam est un interinédiaire entre 
le Gouveraement ot les Mokataaji; quel cat et Fits eles 
hho se trouve-t-il pas le principal Chet du Gouvernement ¢—-R. I cat vral que le 
niacaz ext le Chef dun Gouvemnement, mais pour didger lx adie ie 
et financidres le Caimacamat est lié aux Mokatan os 
demanderait duu Caimacam, colvi-ci sadresseralt aux Mokata 

D. Si le Mokataaji n'exéeute pas ler ones, est-ce que le Caimacam doit 
passer sous silence sa conduito, il doit faire son rapport an Gouvernemen 
Quel oxt celal conte lequcl vous vous dten plant t Je vais tuto 
Moukataogl, fe ne puis le fer. Liannée dernitre. Talfuire det 
lonquon a oblige Halak de restituer les biens pillés, qu'il ne seat 
ps conformé, j'ai derit une lettre au Kaya inclos une pétition A som Excellen 
parle moyen de Ahmet Bfendi: jeu'ai pas reru de reponse seulement ce deraiee 


n'a néponda que ces alluires sarrangeraient plus tard. Sor qul dois-jo 
plainte? Ces Mokataaji non seulement me sout rebellos, mais encore an Coateee 
om ils sont obdisasant: depuia dix-huit années que la Mo 
até nes comptes de Snons, eal proven d 
e nom de cos Mokataaji ?—=R. Tous sont dans le méme deg 
D. Vous avex dit que le Caimacam me peut pas forcer un "Ticks 
suivre ou non les ondtes; quel semit alors Vemploi du Caimacam %R. Sion 


v Gonverne- 
agnie 1's pas 
In déxobvsmance cles Mokataaji, 


Mokataaji ne se conforme pas eéguligrement 
Sexpore & Ja honte parce que le Mokatagji des Druses se diviso 
Taucivon:=—ly Ka full de celui youvern coax qe en dépend 3. Dro 
frtrerocrrotreia un ou deux des fl, pu exemple premier ext dette 
iL ne lerom pus parce que aa famille ne le voudra. pas. Le second Mokataaji, 
ui eae ph fort plu ihe: de la file, Prous (on tales ene 
troaverat pas un.avter teller, de Iw soete eet impossible de pouvoit wear 
D, Si par exemple le Mokataaji qui serait le pl 
i sorait Je plos fort t meilleur voonit & 
mourir; qui le remplac L—R. De force on est obligd de cherel 
D. Aston demandé la destitution d'un dex Mokotaaji, ct te. G 
a-til tefusé?—H. Quand méme le Goavernement He rfuss pas ou bees sree 
Ja destitution d'un. dos Mokataaji, impossible de Je destituen  PPmO® 
2. Sun Mokatay vent 8 comumete fit contre Wa Justin ot 
mérialt sa destitution, est ce-que lo Caimacam m'’-tl pas le dvot dele deatitotry 
R. Quand meme il le pourrait et entrorait dane son droit de. le. destitucr, 
Yoraque ine le peut. jms. 7 
D, Ces petitions que vous uve 


son devoir il sernit destitag, par li 


ous In ares et la. tranqullté du Mont Libancevtcee que cost aneat oe see 


lege révolutions ?—R. les petitions étaient présentece. de 
émoralisation et a révolte.” psa slieee << 's e] 
DP. Le Gouvernement ne vous envo 
rien dexéout 
BD. Selon le Nizam de ta Montes it 
n de ta Montagne ayant sous vos andres 200 ho 
zabtiés, cavaliers,  pietons, vous n’aver jamals été & pouvoir vous emp 


pas de réponse?—R. In'y nen 
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fon assassin dans le temps de paix?—R, Cest vrai, j'si sous’mes ondres 
200 hommes, mais ils sont puyés de leurs villages respectives, aussi avec 
beaucoup de dith itt touuchent Pargent que le Moketagji les paye en 

nchant quelque chose aprés un certain tem, é. Ces nubtiés sont 
Druses et Chrétions ; Pireégularité de coux-la mvempéche de faire plus que je 
w'ai fai 

DT, Quiest-ce que vous aver fhitt—R. Crest de protéger dacs deux districts 
10,000 Chriticns, et de ne permettre que rien n'est arrivé. “at 

D. Pourquoi saver-Vous pas dixsipé tous ces réanions de gens? D'ol vient 
que vous permettez de tols assemblies !—R. n'y avait pas de gens d'un autre 
Tillage: ceux qui tronvaint & Choueffat se compossient de GO enbtid, le reste 
habitant du village 

'D. Est-ce quill n'y. pas ew de révolte & Choueffat, et n’a-t-on pas ouvert 
un drapents 2-2. C'est vrat lorsque 'événement et le combat n eu hiew i Banbda, 
lox habitants sont sortis hors du village; maixaver le bitoo et les épées je les ni 
obligé de retour 

SD. Aucun deux ne sest-il pas rendue A Basbda?—R, Apres que 
« Je village Hanbda ct Hadat ont été brulés, jal été pour 


Vexyngement 2 passé, qu a 
‘on absence ils sont partis, mais jai envoyé mes cousins 


protéger ln céto; dans 
pout lex faire retourner, 

D. Eat-ce que lex habitants de Choneffatn’ont-ile pus pillés lex biens des 
ROuiy ils en ont pris dans Nengagement de Malaka 


Chrétions 
{habitants & restituer ces biens?—R, Je n'ai pas 


D, Avez-vous obligé le 
pu, mais j'ai los nome qui avaient pill , 

iD Wous rover porter cette liste: pourquoi nlavex-vous prs obligé les 
hobitagte A restitucr ces bienx?—R. J'ai voulu commencer, mais comme c'est 
tune chow générale lex habitants da village n'ont pas consent; je présentorat In 
inte 

D. Lonique Je combat a eu Jiew & Hadat et Banbda, oe jour vous étien parti 
pour lex deux villages, pourquoi n’aver-vou pas rebrousaé chemin wtrk: Druses ? 

HR, Je suis allé pour protéger le village Kefre Chima et ses environs: on svait 
brulé Hadad, wats pour obligor lo Druses A retourner, il y avait an autro 
perounage plus grand que mot ; Je hes ai méune fait retourner, 

'D. Eslece quil y 0 eu do retour ni de coax tk?—R. Apri avoir contin et 
fait co qu'ils ont voulu, ils sont retournés. 

D. Quels sont les villageoi« de Choueffat qui vo xont rendu & Hadad ot 
Baabda, ot quels étaient leurs Chefst—R. Apri que tout était fink que quelques 
habitants de Chouetfat sont partis ; snais ils n'avaient pax do chef 

D. Qui sont ccax qui sont partis t—R. La plupart Jo sex habitants. 

‘D. Pourquoi lor habitants de Chovelfat ont eimpéché les babitante de 
Moalaket Damour do passer poor venir h Beyrout, qu'il en ont tués lx plopart ; 
oi yous dticz, et qu'est-ce qu ex fait?—R, L'évinoment en question a 
wn You ‘de ia nmniere suivante. Les bubitants de Herbé avaient mix dos 
Sentinelies pris du village pour été prét loraque Vennemi venait A fondre wur 
“ux; tout £ coup ces scntinelles: avaieat entendu des coups de fusil venwat du 

1c Manlaka, lee habitante étaient sar pieds, quelques uns ont été pour 
On m'éveilles Jentends la fusillade dirigée contre 
personne ne quiterait sa. mulson + pew de temps apres, 
cout qui daicut revenus do Tinspection avaient vus dew gons armél, trouvé un 
randien mort, et qu’ils les ont chassés. Je vous dirai Te nont des ¢oluiteurs 

D. Niaver-vous pas été 1—R. Non 

D_Y a-talen beancoup dthommes (46s, et de bions pills ?—- Quelque 
chose parcil 

B. Sian nombre du 

u'en diriez-vous? 


inspecter ce qui so passe. 
los gardicns ; jai enéque 


jaseil do votre Calmocamad vennit A téitioignér que vous 
[R. S'l vient ane petsonne A témoigner de li 

D. La nuit ne moptier-vous pos un chéval:-normné Zahmdar et qui a’ été 
crevé i, Je nai pas de choval, Je monte one jussent, et nai jamais ew 
Zohandar pour cheval et qui a crevé i 

D. Be la pare dex Tathooks, ita éé donné, au Caimacann des Chrét 
ciogsante A-sogannte Deuses, et avei-vous counnissance !—R. Cest-A-dite que 
thet mols went eee évdoements lex habitants de Metton so sont soulevés et ont 
lore par le moyen de Huse Talhouk iw emmené 

pour étre & son service 


chasse le Caimacam, 


quelques Droses du Mette 
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D. Sous quel but!—R. Parceque depuis bien longtemps ill se trouve 
quelque mésintelligence entre Cheikh Hussein et \'Emir Bechie; lorsque celui 
trouve embarassé il prend & son service des Drnses 

D. Comment-on entend dire que les Druses chicanaient les habitants ?— 
R. Je ne sais rien seulement depuis que I'Emir Bechir a été chassé, il n'a pox pu 

ner. 

D, Geax li faisaient-ils des excursions en debors !—R. 

D. Est-ce que c'est par assistance d’Ahmet Efendi que coux-h ont été 
employés?—R. Comme Ahmed Efendi est ami de PEmir Béchir et de Hussein 
Talhouk, peut-étre. 

D. Est-ce que los Moukstaagi Druses en venant loger dans Ia maison 
@’Abmed Efendi lui donnent-ils de argent ou d'autres choses !—R, Venant & 
Beyrout ils n'y trouvent pas. d'nutre endroit plus convenable; ils sont ses amis, 
‘quelques-uns loyaient chez Ini. 

D. Qu'est-ce qui veusit le plus loger chez lui t—R. Le plus c'est Said Bey 
Tbn Tulhouk ; les autres viennent tres peu & Beyrout; d'autres ont des maisone 
eux pour y loger. 

D. Est-ce qu'il se concertait avec les Moukatnagi ?— 2. Il se concertait, 
‘mais comment et sous quel rapport je m'en sais tien, 


Mardi, le 8 Robivel-evvel, 1977. 


D, Quel distance y a-til de Nahr Yabess i Choueffat ?—R. Une demic 
heure, 
€ c'est par vos ordrex que les sentinelles ont é€é mis des 
ite de Choneffit 2—=R. Selon toujours des gardions: du 
Is sont venus me demander c'est toi qui leur ait dit de mettre 
\ Quel parents avex-vous aveo I'Emir Hamoud Rewlan!—R. Le fils de 
ma tante maternele 

D. Qui est Abbass Ibrahim} acti quelque tien & yous?—R. Il se. trouruit 
chez mon pire, il T'avait mis sur Ia route de Saida, apres aa mort il ost ven 
chez moi, vi et vieot, 

de gens est Kassem Abou Kassem, Manssour Kadi, Manssour 

Nageb, Selitn Ibn Tbeobim, Bechir 

Churuf-cl-Din, Hussein Johari, Mahomed Sand-ed-Din, Chain 

h Fuher ; sls ont quelque parentés ou attachés A votre secvice ? 

Quelques-uns d'entr’eux sont mes ommes de service, comme Kassens Abou 

Kassem, Chahin Salloum, Mansour idi, Mansour Abied, Hussoin Ali, 

Jabor Ali, et son titre Kassem Assad Abou Nigem, Selim Ibn Ibrahin. Bechiz 

Ali Satloum, Rasté Faber, il n'y a pas de Manssour Charated:-Din, seulement il 
¥ 4 Masoud Chamed>Din, qui ne sont pas au scrvios, mais qui vic 
temps autre. Hussen-elJohari, aveo Mahomet Saad-ed-Din,du village A 

he soHt A mon service que quelquelois, 

D. Avant quion attaquo le village Baabda, avezvous donné quelques 
assurancos & cos habitants, et comment !—R. Jo n'ai pas donné des assurances 
aux habitants du village, toais je conseillais aux_prétres qui venaicat de temps 
‘en tetnpa me voir de dissiper les ussemblées. 

D. Lorsqu'on avait attaqué le village od vous trouvies-vous avec I'Emic 
Hamoud, Abass Bey, Mir Mahomet Knssom !—R, Ce jour, vee Emir 
Hamoud ot Abass Bey i Choueffat ; I'Emir Mahomet Rosia était dans son 
village de Ain Qunoab, 

D. Les habitants de Maalaket Damour avec ceux de Dbi en venant & 
Beyrout ont été froppés, ples par les habitants de Choueflat : yous aver prcsonte 
wae note des biens pillés, miwvez-vous fait rembourser quelques effets MR. de 
Youlais commencer par faire rostituer les bicns pillés, mais lex habitants disent 
Que c'est une affhire générale, quills gurdersient cos Lie pS je prenais 
‘lors dex informations et je notai tout o° que j'apprenais 

D. I a été déposé contro vous que vous ‘étiex présent lorsque les habitants 
de Mnalaket et Dbid ont été trappé par les habitants de Chouellst: qu’en dines. 
vous ?—R. Jo n'dais pas, inais quelques uns de mes serviteurs se trauvaicnt. 

D. Nomtnox coux qui aout présents.—R. De ines serviteurs Mansour 
Abred, Ali tbn Nussen Jaber, et Assad Abou Nigem, Hechir Ali Salloum, 
Massoud Charafetddi, Hvssen-cl Johar 

D. Pourquol ces gens se trouvidient-ils parmi ceux qui allaicnt & la 
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Tencontre des premiers *—R. Parce que la plupart de ceux-ci ont Jeurs maisons 
AChoueffat. Ce jent au dehors se trouvaient cette nuit dans le mésne 
i is au bout ; entendant la fusillade ils sont partis avec 
des premiers. 539) 

PID. Ne fllaitil pas les empéchert—R. Je dormais avec Mouhiddin Yat 
dans une méme chambre; on est yenu m’éveiller disant que les habitants de 
Maalaka voulaient attaquer les villages; ils m'ont dit aussi que de temps & autre 
Tes coups de fusil se répétaient ; alors je les averti que personne ne doit quitter le 
village, si Fennemi vient on ne doit non plas 'ubandonner ; j’si eavoyé pour cela 
des personnes pour savoir la vérité. 





No. 43. 


Burl Cowley 40 Lard J. Russell. —(Received April 13.) 
(No, 547) 
My Lord, Paris, April 1, 1861. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship « despatch 
of this day's dato from Colonel Claremont, reporting preparatory orders for the 


evacuation of Syria by the French, Ciavetabs 


(Signed) | COWLEY 


Inclosure in No. 43. 
Colonel Claremont to Earl Cowley. 


My Loni, Paris, April V1, 1861 
1 WAS told to-day at the Commniamriat branch of the Ministére de la 
Guerre that thoy had received orders to prepare for the evacuation of Syria by 


the Pench troops by the Sth of Jane next. 
have, Ke 
E. 8, CLAREMONT. 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Received April \4, 1°30 v.s1.) 


{Telegraphic,) Paris, April 14, 1861, 11 a.se. 

ICERTAINLY understood ‘Thouvenel to way that if the Porte chore to 
commute Said Bey’s sentence he could have nothing to object 10; and my 
‘impression is that {f you hold to this he will give way. A second trial would 
bo, I believe, an unbeard-of thing in Turkey. If the Porte was not so dilatory 
this question might already have boen settled 

Lot me know your Lordship’s decision by telograph, as I shall see Thouvenol 
tomorrow, and shall know how to shape my language. 





No. 43, 
Lora J. Russell to Berl Cowley 


(Telographic.) Foreign Office, April 14, 1961, 930 ry, 

I CONSULTED the Cabinet, and we mean to hold to the commutation of 
Said Bey's seatence. A second thal would be unjust. and probably lead to all 
sorts of intrigue on the part of the Turkish Ministers. 
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No. 46. 
Lord A. Loftus to Lord J. Russell—(Reeeived Aprit 15.) 
(No. 135.) 
My Lord, Berlin, April 13, 1861, 

IN conformity with the instructions of your Lordship's despatch No, 81 of 
the LOth inst I bave placed in Baron Schleinita’s hands the copy of Lord 
Datfferin's des h therein referred to. 

I profited of this opportunity to communicate to his Excellency the 
substance of your Lordship's instructions to Sir H. Bulwer respecting Syria, and 
the line to be pursued with respect to the European Commission as contained in 
the inelosure of your Lordship's despatch to me No, 70 of the 3rd instant. 

Baron Schilcinitz perfectly concurred in the opinions expressed by your 
Lordship and agreed to by the French Ambassador, and stated that he would 
address instructions in the same sense to the Prussian Minister at Constao- 
tinople 

His Excellency observed, that when the English and Preach Governments 
were ngreed on mattors of Oriental polioy, all difficulties were removed, and a 
geoeral understanding wax cry of attainment, 

In referring to the fresh propositions of the Commissioners for the re-org: 
sization of the Labanon, his Exeelleoey sated that he gould not understand the 
‘change in the opinions of the Commission, ‘They had previously recommended 
a plan which had been accepted by all parties, whereby the government of the 
Mountain was to be placed under one Chief of the Christian faith. No agree- 
sora had ortsinly wen come to nat the selection of that Cie, but that hie 

roel considered to be a point of minor importance. Now, it was d 
Buin in Gress ab ulcmieteesh se eee 
the population to be removed #0 a4 to congregate the sovoral sccts, as far as 
pomible, within separate spheres. His Excellency considered this plan as wholly’ 
impracticable, and little caleulated to produce harmony and contentment between 
the difereat ‘sects. ‘Then agnin, he observed there were other sects to whom « 
like privilege could scarcely be denied, and be considered that only inoreased 
confusion and chaos would result from the adoption of » measure of this nature. 
In short, his Excelleney expressed himself as decidedly opposed to this propoai- 
tion, and considers that it ix aeither practicable hoe Baciaole 

T have, &o 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


No. 47. 


Lact 5. Russell fo Earl Corley. 
(No, 498.) 
My Lord, Foreign Officr, Aprit 15, 1864 

‘THE French Ambessador called upon me on Saturday, and read to me a 
despatch of M. ‘Thonvenel complaining of the instructions which had been given 
to Sir Henry Bulwer to break off relations with the Government of ‘Turkey. 
M. Thouvenel appears to think that the European Powers ought not to iaterfere 
with the decisions of w Turkish Tribunal, or the execution of sentences of which 
the Sultan should approve. 

T asked the Count de Plahautt to return on Monday. I saw him yesterday 
in pursuance of my appointment, and told him I had gone carefully ‘over the 
correspondence on Syria, 60 for as it related to the Tribanal at Beyrout and Said 
Bey Joublat nnd bad consulted the Cabinet. Having read to him or referred to 
the papers in the accompanying list, U said that it was clear that no i 
sentce of bind rellance could be placed on the scutenccs of the 


‘Tribunal ; that Fuad Pasha would have executed twenty persons condemned to 
death nt Mokhtara had not M. Thouvenet interfered, and written to M. Béclard 
that onlyone or two of the ringleaders ought to be put to death; that, with regard 
1o persons known to be-xetively concerned in committing murders, this clemency 
appeared to us somewhat excessive, but we had “ ported M. ‘Thouvenel's 


recommendation at Beyrout and Constantinople. y wax not the British 
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Goverment to be buwasie as well the French! We had recommended merey 
in the case of Said Bey Joublat; and it was only when forvign influence was 
used to induce Aali Pasha to break his word that we gave the orders 
complained of, a 

‘The Austrian and British Commissioners, in reviewing the sentences, refused 
to conenr in the execution of Said Bey Joublat. Surely when there was 20 mach 
doubt, the punishment next to death might sulice for the ends of justice without 
enforcing the irreparable sentence of death. : 

Your Excelleney need not discuss the subject with M. Thouvene!, unless he 
should invite you to do so. 

‘Our instructions t Henry Bulwer are not altered. 

Tam, &e 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


Toclosure in No. 47. 


Estrocts from the “Correspondence relating to the Affaire of Syria,” having 
reference to the Trial of Said Bey Joublat, &e. 


LORD DUFFERIN, October 26 (Blue Book, 180) —Tnforms Sir 
H. Bulwer thot Commissioucrs have claimed and established a right to be present 
at the proceedings of Tribunal at Beyrout, the Porte having conceded the right 
of assinting at the trials, Lord Dufferin intimated that he should prosent himself 
at the Court-bouse ‘in consequence of information he had received as to the 
seandaloos manner in which tho trial of Said Bey Joublat and other prisoners 
was being conducted. 

Lond Dufferin, October 26 (Blue Book, page 190):—Thinks Said Bey 
Joublat war privy to all that occurred, and that he might have prevented or 
foitgnted al that occurred, He eotettained El. Atraah several days when he 
Feturned red-handed from the slaughter of the Christians. But he ought to have 
fan impartial trial 

Lon Duterin to Fvad Pasha, October 28 (lve Book, page 199) The 
sentence of the Court will be vitiated by a anode of procedure flagrantly opposed 
to what a sense of impartial justice would dictate. 

Vice-Canmul Moore, October 21 (Blue Book, page 11) z= 

T deem it my duty to inform your Lordkhip that the trin! of Said Bek 
Joublat by the Extreordinary Commission is not conducted in a spirit of in 
tiality. Points in the evidence of witnesses favourable to the accused are not 
‘nserted in the minutes of the lings; much of whot he himself states in bis 
defence is Wkewise omitted, He is not allowed sufficient time to challenge the 
lllegntions of the witnesses ; whilst every statement made by him reflecting upon 
the conduct of the Ottoman functionaries is harshly, though indirectly, repressed, 

“Under thee crcumstunces, it noteurprisg tat Sad ik sould today, 
A carta stage of the proceaings, hve rise, add only complaining of the 
tanner generally in whieh the inquiry wns conducted, annonnced his firm resolve 
to answer no more questions, or appear again before the Commission, who, he 
said, might henceforward act and decide as they fit 

+" Whilat Said Dek was still speaking, the arvival of his Fxcellenoy Fund Pasha 
ax announced to the members of the Comminsion, and the sitting abruptly 


February 7 (Bifle Book, page 282):-"Twenty Drusos 
condemned. M. Thouvenel not a holocaust which: 
wanted, bot the execution of 


conformity with M. Thouvenel's 
Yo Lord Dufferin, March 
Produced on the trial of Said I 
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No. 43, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. (Received Aprit 17 
ais uf n Received April 17.) 
My Lord, B 
Jeyrout, April 4, 1861 

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship copy of a Resolution forwarded 
Anglo-American Relie’ Committee at Beyrout by the Committes of tae kore 
Society in London. ‘The expression of opinion therein contained has causal 
some little dissatisfiction to the gentlemen to whom it has been addressed, bor 
theit President, Mr. Consul-General Moore, has suceceded with his usual tact i 
Aiapelling any painful impression to which it may have given ris 

With regard to the topic to which the Resolution ia question refers T am 
myself decidedly of opinion that the Beyrout Committee have acted with soul 
discretion in not devoting a larger amount of the fonds at thelr disposal to the 
reliof of the Druses, and itis probable that in conveying a contrary recorsmmendating 
the Central Committee were labouring under an erroneous impression of the 
relative necewities of the Druse and Christian communiticy 

fs quite true, x my own despatches will already have informed yor 
Lordship, the clreumitances ofthe Drises during & portion of the aia a 
wore considerably straightened, and the inhabitants of x certain mamber ot 
lnges were undoubtedly reduced to the verge of ruin; bat 10 not imagines 

single Druso family was ever in danger of starvation, ‘ul the genceal contints 
of the nation waa superior to that of the houseless Chtistians 

American mi 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Tnclosure in No, 48, 


Revolution. 


‘eyed! to them ou the 
perfectly impartial distribution of t 
creed, and trust that such an amount of 


= Se 


No. 49. 


(ago) rt Puferin to Lord J. Rusell—(Received Apri 17) 


My a : é 3 Beyrout, April 4, 1861 

¢ honour to inform your Lordship that, on her sideration, 
1 have recalled the instruction T Tad addresed fo Me; Nod Blose na reported 
in my despatch No. 87 of the 29th ultimo, respecting the statements, made by 


the Maret ad Greck Catholic Bishops in their note to the Commissioners 


1: appeared to me undesirable t0 enter into any persatal controversy with 
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Persons so little entitled to consideration or respect, more especially as I bad had 
the honour of recapitulating to your Lordship all the facts referred to in that 
document. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ” DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





No. 50. 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. {Received April 17.) 


(No. 91, Confidential.) 
My Lond, Beyrout, April 4, 1861 

FROM a despatch from Lond Augustus Loftus to your Lordship, No. 73 
‘of the 16th March, ax conveyed to me in your Londship’s despatch No. 74 of 
the 18th nltimo,* it would appear that Baron Sebleinits is under the impression 
that the Prussian Commissioner acted rather in concert, with myself and the 
Russian Commissioncr than with the French Commissioner, when we were 
super in diacosing the nature of the sentence to be passe on the Turkish 
and Druse prisoners tried by the Extraordinary Tribunal at Beyrout, 

As such an opiuion is not in accordance with iny report of what took, place 
fon the occasion referred to, 1 would beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to 
the Protocols of the 22nd and 23rd sitting of the Commission, 

From these documents it will be sect that of the sixteen prisoners whose 
fate was about to be decided, M. Béclard condemned to death 14, M. de Relifues 
13, M. de Novikow 6, myself 4, M, Weckbecker 2. 

Wander there circumstances 1 think your Lordship will consider that 1 was 
Justified in describing M. de Rehfues’ opinions ax more nearly coi 
thow of M, Béclard than with thou of M. Novikow, of M. Weckbeoker, or 
may own. 

T have, &e 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND GLANEBOYE, 





No, 51 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russel —(Recvived Apri 17.) 
(No, 92 
My Lord, Beyrout, Aprit 5, 1861 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's information 
copies of two despatclies which I have received from Mr, Consul Finn, det 
the steps takon to sift a statement made to me to the effect th 
hristian women were detained at Kerak. 
Your Lordship will perceive from the inclosed slespatobes that the report in 
uestion ix devoid of all foundation, 
Thave, &e 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 


Inclosure 1 in No. 51 


Conrut Finn £0 Lard Dufferin, 


My Land, Jerusalem, March 6, 186) 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s commun’ 
‘ation respecting Christian girls sald to be found at Keraks and in commenoeavent 
of my reply, to invite your Lordabip's attention to the inclosed copy of my 
despatch to Lord John Russell on that subject, 

_ Since the date of that despatch, 1 have found no reason to change my 
opinion that the whole uarrative is ad imposture for the purpose of obtaining 
money. 

‘The tale was first invented at Jaffa after the man was in difficulty with the 

* See Par 1, No. 502 
QF 
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local Governor, on account of some fine horses which he and another had 
brought for sale, and which it was reasonably considered could not be their owt 
property. He escaped from confinement, and told Dr. Kayat and the French 
Vice-Consal that he had something important to communicate on condition of 
being protected from the Turks. He then gave the story of the young women 
being at Kerak. Dr. Kayut then wrote to ime, and inclosed a letéer to Surreya 
Pusha on the subject. The French Vice-Consul also sent notice of it to his 
Consul in Jerusalem. The latter scat dawn his dragoman to Jaffa to interrogate 
the man, and he brought back the details as above. 

‘Then after a conference of M. de Barridre and myself, the man was sent off 
with some small presents for himself to go to Kerak, and briog the girls bither 
Meanwhile M. de Barritre and 1 had agreed not to trust to him alone; but 1 
sent off my messenger, who afterwards returned with information and a letter as 
described in my despatch to London. 

We also consulted at that time with the Greok Convent here, amon 
authorities was found, as usual, the Bishop of Kemk: aud they deolared 
selvos certain that no such fiersons could he in Kerak without their knowled 
and they had not heard of them, Again they assured me yesterday that, 
notwithstanding their frequent letters received from thence, they have received 
no such information. 

Lastly, by very unusual occurrence, several of the leading people of 
Kerak, including the Christian Sheikh, are at this moment at Jerusalem, 
imprisoned fur offences against the Government and against myself. One of 
these has positively affirmed that there are no such persons at’ Kerak, neither 
have beon, 

Your Lonlship will now distinctly understand why Ibruhim Hanna was 
uawilling to accept your liberal offer to wxsiat him in proceeding to Jaffa and to 
‘my Consulate for the object of bringing away the young women from Keruk. 

To my judgment, theretore, do ‘mak consider i ‘expedient to spond any 
‘more money on this business 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES Fi 


Consul Finn to Lord J, Russell 


Sir, Jerwsalen, February V5, 1861 
J HAVE the honour to state that on the 6th instant I received the despatch 
(copy here inclosed) from Dr. Kayat, reporting the arrival of some Christian 
young women in the Arab town of Kerak, beyond Jordan, through the Desert 
1 Damascus; and that 1 immediately bad the letter which it incloned sent to 
Sureya Pasha, although fully aware of the inntility of doing s0, ws lately confemed 
to me by his Excellency, while complaining of the peuple of Kerak, 

At tho same time, M. de Barrdee, the French Consul, received notification 
to the same effect from his VicwConsulate at Jaffa, and he seat down his 
‘dragoman to Jaffa to confer with the man who had brought the intelkigvace 

On his return be expressed himself not quite satistied with the man's story, 
although the Intter gave the names of the persous one by on 

French Consul still folt desirous to investigate the matter, so as to 
place the result beyond all dispute; so we agreed to send off the informant to 
Kern, with voor small presets; sud sent unknore te Hie seers 
tan of the Tuamra Amibs round the Dead Sea, with n letter to the Mo 
Sheikh of Kerak, and under orders to make strict researches in every direetion 

After nearly a fortnight's absence he returned, bringing the maswer to the 
letter, and his oral repart of his own inqu fom all which it appears that 
no Chistian girls had been brought to Kerak and that our informant who hod 
told the tale in Jaffa had never been seen there, aad the name that he had given 
‘04 te of hitoself, was totally unknown in that country 

he expeme of this inessenger hax been 300 plastres, which I hope your 
Lordship will allow me to clarze to public account. 

The French Consul will pay for his message of the to Jaffa, and 

the presents that he gave. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 51 
Consul Kayat to Consul Finn. 


Sir, Jaffa, December 3}, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a letter under flying seal, from me 
to his Excellency Sureyn Pasha, frou which you will see the report I give to his 
Excellency relative to four Christian girls from Damascus, one of them English, 
said to be at Karak, brought there by Bedouins of Beni Sachar, and you will 
know all the details from the said letter. 

T request you to huve the goodness to cause the letter to be delivered to his 
Excellency, and to use your just influence with the Pasha to take active and 
Prompt steps for bringing these girls from Karok, which is under the jurisdiction 
of his Excellency. " 

‘Whother the report be true or not, I believe it is our duty to have inquiries 


made at Karak, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed), A, KAYAT, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 61. 
Consul Finn to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Jerusafem, March 11, 1861 

IN contiouation of my recent despatch on the subject of the young porsons 
said to have been conveyed across the Desert from Damascus to Kerak, I have 
the honour to inclose translation of a letter in Grock, addressed to me by the 
Orthodox Bishop of Patra (including Kerak), commonly called the Metropolitan 
‘of Jerusalem, who ix also the Deputy of the absent Patriarch. 

T havo, &e, 
(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


Inclosre & in No, S1 


‘The Meteopolitin of Jerusalem to Consul Finn. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, 

WWE have scen your qoration about four Christian gia in captivity at 
Kerak, as was the report some time ago, that they bad been conveyed. by 

ween after the massacre at Damascus, 

In reply, it ix certain, Me. Consul, that such girls are not to be found at 
Kerak. We have beon assured of this positively, and a similar declaration have 
we given to the Local Government when asked ome the ago about tho sane 
Matter, ‘The report has been piroved to us to be false. 

We here. to inquired from certain Arabs of Kerak, of the Orthodox 
Church, lntely present in the Holy City, and we are assured as above, aceording 
0 our investigation for this answer to you. 

‘We have therefore placed our signature to this letter 

(Signed) 
—eEeEEEE—ee OT 


° No, 54, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell. (Received April 17.) 


(No. 93.) 
‘My Lord, Beyrout, April 5, 1861 
| HAVE the honour to trasamit herewith, for your Lordship's information, 
copy of a despatch from Colonel Fraset, dated Damascus, April 4, describing the 
State of the country, and reporting bis arrival at that city 
Thave, & 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





Tnclosure in No. 52 
Colonel Fraser to Lord Dufferin 


My Lord, Damascus, April 4, 1861 
SINCE 1 quitted Bevrout, cight days ago, for the purpose of joining his 

Excellency Fuad Pasha at Damascus, I have, as then proposed, made a journey 

through the less frequented Druse districts of Lebanon, to the detached 

Christian district of Jezzin, Hasbeva, and the Hilel 

evening, by the borders of the Hauran. By ng the princ 

through which I passed, all or nenely all of which are known to your Lordship, 

my route will be easily traceable 

From Beyrout, then, I passed through B'hamdun, Ain Zahalté, Barak, 
Maaser, Banderan, Nika, Jeazin, Kefr Huuch, Jebal Rika, Burghus, Kokaba to 
Hasbesa. ‘Thence by Hibbaryeh, Kefe Shubba on Mount Hermon to Baneas ; 
whence by Ain Fit to the plateau of the Jaulan, where partics of El Fudl Arabs 
were encamped ; keoping to the southward of Lake Phiala, I proceeded to Saasn, 
and from Saasa by Kesweh to Damascus, 

Your Lordship will bo glad to lean that for the present matters are com- 
paratively quiet throughout this extensive region. ‘The Druses are obedient and 
submissive to the Government authorities, and giving no cause for complaint ; 
and the Christian population, though not s0 fully reassured as might be desired, 
are yot free froin panic or exaggerated alarwa, Yet all seem to feel that the 
country has not returned to its normal condition, and yearn to experience the 
benigoant influenve of a protecting Government. " I comforted them as far as 1 
conscientiously could, and assured them of the earnest desire of the British 
Government to secure their future peice I believe that my 
visit, without raising hopes which may fail to be realized, at least helped to 
increase the pationce and fortitude which their cireumstances 40 much 

Little or nothing has been done to rebuild the Christian villages through 
which I pussed, on account of the delay in the supply of the necessary funds by 
the Government. 

‘To Jezzin about 1,800 persons had returned, who were awaiting the lon 
promised Government aid : and feared to lose their silk crops from the absence 
Of houses for the sheltor of their silk-worsns. 

At Hasboya literally nothing had been dono, and there were not above half 
adozen men, nnd 100 women and children, inthe village. 1 distributed pecuniary 

d to the most needy among thet, as well as to those in other villages w 
necessities appeared urgent, without distinction of creed, 

Great scarcity of food provails everywhere, and it ix to be feared must 
cootie, x both Draven and Christians Tave. noe very little corn indeed, the 
one from searcity of seed, the other from their want of ploughs, oxen, and 
absence during the rowing season. 

I found the French Cavalry iad beon making a promenade ax he 
Huleh, two days before my aerival, and bad retumed to their quarters at Kub 
Fling. 1 wax much su to learn from the offieee commanding at Hasbeyn 
that a formal complaint bad been rade to him by the Ambs of the Huleh the 
their women bad been violated, and their oxen seized nnd slaughter! by. person 
whom they stated to be French solders, though | felt much diflicalty ia crediting 
such an accusation. The Sheikhs who had made this complaiat were nbsent 
when I passed the Huloh, having gone to Hasbeya, in all probability to seek 
redress, $0 that Iwas unable to sift their allegations; hut’ the Sheikh of the 

joining village of Baneas informed me he had himself heard the tale of the 

id believed it, Ten women were said to have been violated, and four 

oxen slaughtered. ‘The documents havi been teanstuitted to the Pasha will 
no doubt become the subject of an official inquiry 

‘As T approuched the plain of Damascus, the villagers complained bitterly 
of the exactions mude by Bushi-Bozuks and Government affcials, and I propose 
to bring these, with other observations made during my tour, uder the notice of 
his Excellency Fund Pasha, who arrived here four days ago. 

At Kesweh I found the head-quarters of Khalid Pusha, commanding some 
3,000 troops, who are disposed in tho villages aloug the River Awaj (Pharpar) 
at a distance of eight to ten miles from Damimseus, for tho purpose of protecting 
the villages of the plain of Damascus fram the iuroeds of the Bedowins and 


fore, 
other the Hauran ; though where the troops themselves seize by foree, 
a a i Hee een aeeta 
ad derived from the prescace of their protectors. 

SOE wet tonch upon panes ‘events of the city, as these will more appro- 


Priately be dealt with by Mr. Acting Consul mie cores 


(Signed) | A. J. FRASER. 





No. 83. 
Lord Dufferin to Lard J. Russell. (Received April 17.) 

(No, 94. f 
My Ln Beg, Api, 16 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordships information, 
copies of farther despatelies which Ihave this day addressed to Hor Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
Taclosure 1 in No. 53. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Beyrout, April 4, 186). 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency copy of a petition 

purporting to be addressed by the European residents at Beyrout to the Pleni- 

ies of the five Powers assembled in Conference at Puris, praying for an 
prolongation of the military occupation of this province. 5 

Tt has been signed, 1 understand, by the principal French and Greok 


merchants of the place ; but, with one or two exceptions, by no Austrian, 
resem or Fitch ‘subjects; all of whom have pets affixing their 
, itsenits the necessities of 


in concert with his countrymen. 

Ido not think your Bxcelleney need regard this demonstration as one of a 
Very serious character. It is quite natural that gentler the situation of thoxe 
who have signed this Memarial should consider the presence of an wrmy in thelr 
neighbourhood an advantageous circumstance, and that they should pay attention 
to their own peculiar interests rather than to those which concern the general 


Beod of the country o 
At the same tine I must admit it is a great misfortune that the Government 


should be able to do #0 little to restore confidence, of to set the machinery of 


‘iety in this country ‘in in motion. 
gc ‘Cartaian pptlation jn still streaming ftom Darmasous: and, although 


: m hey have 
the Anglo-American Relief Committee persist in the rule which they 
opted trom the baxinving, of elusing every description of rele to the reugees 


from that city, they wil continuo to arrive, 
have, &e. : = 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


pee es A 
Inclosure 2 in No. 5% 


Peiition. 

en pgoci idustricls Europécos Gtablis a Beyrout, ot 
LES Soussigné ts et industricls Buropéens établis  Beyront, et sur 
te Liban aon ra leg gravité du mal, de I'bésitation du Congréts réuni i Paris 
Veffet de déiberer sur le terops plus ou moins long & donner & Toceupation 


pa en Byes, crolent evoir adrewer Ia pelsente suppiqne sux 








Représentants du dit Congrés pour les supplier, au nom de Thomanité, de vouloie 
hen prendre en considération qu'une prolongation permanente, jusquth 
Vorganisation de la Syric, est indispensable & Ia solution de le question qui les 


te nécessité, toute excessive qu'elle puisse paraitre, de prime abord & 

coux qui n’ont pas approfondi Ja situation sur les licux, est’ cependant In seule 

rationnelle pout sauvegarder les intéréts de tous, en’ ce que les partics qt 

nt y voir une occupation trop prolongée s'en assurent, au contrac, lo plus 

fin, en ce qu‘elles seront naturellement amenée & préter leur plus effcace 

concours ou plus prompt rétablissement de Vordre, de la sécurité et enfin hla 

rfalisation complite da but pour lequcl elle a été entroprise, de T'aveu des grandes 
Paissances, pour que Toccupation cease an plus tét, 

Tos Soussignés. déningers & tout esprit de nationalité, ne demandent pas que 
Kocoupation soit exclusivement Frangaise, comme pour le moment was 
Buropéeune #l le faut, suivant Mesprit do. ‘Traité de Paris, et dane le cas a) ane 
viceliou contraire Als présente requite serait prise pour ‘un temps fixe. qui ne 
puisse tranquilliser Vopinion publique, les Soussignés supplient te, Conglee d 
vouloir bien faire connuitre sx décision afin que chacun pulsse aviser ania 
do malut qa’ eroira le plus convenable, soit pour sa. vie, soit poor sea, intoctes 
particuliers et commerviaux y n'espérant plus de sécurité pour V'avenit en attendant 
cette supréme décsion, toutes affaires restent suspendues et nul ne peut ignore? 
les pertes qui en découlen 

[Les Soussignés confiants dans In haute sagesse du Congrés pour sauter un 
peuple entier d'un abime suns fond, we disent, aveo tout le respect diane 
tnenbres ute aasaitmate mocablce de vor Baral tees a ee 
soumis serviteurs 

Fait 8 Beyrout, le 30 Mars, 1861. 


—E—E——E 


Incloaure 8 in No. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 

Sir, Beyrout, Apeit 4, 186), 
TT having hithesto been my disagreeable duty to convey to your Exec 
leney anything but cheerful accounts of the progress of events ta this counter; 
it in'a real satisfiction to me to be able to announce that there is every teanect 

of our being blessed With an leregularly fruitfal harvest 1 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) “DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 


— 
Thelosure 4 in No. 58 


Lard Dufferin lo Sir H. Bulwer 


Beyrout, April 4, 1861 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency copy of » letter 

essed by the Commandant of the French troops at DeirseleKatner to. General 
dle Beaufort rewpectiog the uneasiness cxused amoug the people of that town by 
the reported withdrawal of the army of ocoupatian. 

As your Excellency is aware the town, of Deivel-Karnar is situsted in the 
ery heart of the Druse districts, although the chief portion of ite population is 
Christian, However ay regret the diasters which have led to theie 
isinctinntion to remain, Lam decidedly of opinion that it would be u fortunate 

anion were Deirel-Kamutr to cense to be a Christian torn. Mt ony ta 
stant thentre of disorder and bloodshed, and its situation as the habitation 
UE Christinns ix most unfortunate, Whether it sball be annexed to the Druse 
Knimakamship, or contiaue as at present under the jurisdiction of the Turks, 1 
Menattion for future cousiderstion.. ‘This point ance disposed of, the rest of the 
Menaisif would iatarally fll into the Dense Kaimakutslap. 
Thavo, &o 
(Signet) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
a ra hoe 


15 
Inclosure 5 in No, 53. 
Colonel d' Arrican to General de Beaufort. 


Mon Général, Mteddin, te 30 Mars, 1861 


LA nouvelle que Jes troupes Frangiises doivent quitter co pays le 6 Juin, ot 
Iehinee dans Pat actucl, ¢4tant répandue dans la Moatagacr toute la popala 
tion est aujourd'hui en émol et les éléments qui la composent cherwhent & 
Sentendre et A se réunir duns le but d’émigror en masse ot de quitter définitive- 
Bee cele cs “osc! Oza talent et efeidsa oe mare Usa 
Prisente dé tous lox caractires d'une résolution séricuse, et dés h present # ext 
Sitfcile d’en améter l'exécution, 

Cotte wuit tes habitants de Deir-el-Kamur %e sont réunis pour discuter la 

ene doute pas 

Te crois, mon Gi st urgent de prendro des mesures immédiates 

mur contenit ce mouvement et de raxsurer lox populations. 
4 Agréer, &e. 
(Signé) 


Inclosure 6 in No. 53. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, Apri 
LHAVE the honour of inclosing to your Excellency copy of a M 
irevsed to Colonel Fraser, now with Fuad Pasha at Daminscr 
items which might conveniently form his Excellouey's quota to 
oject for the reorganization of the Lebanon, 
ET bev ursads Torsabted to your Etlieor a printed copy of ti 
raft of the Articles which are to form the basis of our pli 
Siatpasintd to the Turk Coormbslonr, In wow days wa may expect hia 
Excellency's reply. nnd we shall then proceed at once to the desinitive te 
And signature of our Report. Thia will, probably, be tho work of « ainele 
Aitting 


Signed)” DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Taclosuro 7 ino. 
Minute 


1, THB Aklim El-Kharub should be elected into a separate Moslem 
Kairokamiyeh. Though no Druses actually reside in this district, the soll 
Appertains exclusively to Druse and Moslem proprietors, and the majority of 
the inhabitants are Moslems. As overy ather appreciable element of’ the 
Population of the Lebanon tas boon endowed with a separate Municipal 
Juridiction, it would seem but fair that a similar benefit ahoald be extended to 

meta centre, Should such an arrangement be objected to, 
xed to tho Drose Kainakaye 
Phe Porte should insist on clainving the guardianship of all the principal 
Beant ading ‘THpoll, Beytout, ond Sidon, to Darined 
and those leading from Beyrout to Sidon and T 

3. Barracks and eiltary stations abou be erected along these roads, and 
in various suitable localities throughout the Mousitain. 

A. "The Porto should remree to the Vall of Sala te’ tight of marching 
{tops into the Mountain, on his own. responsibility, whenever occasion may 
Require. ‘The Commission hias demanded the head of the lato Vali because Le 
Was not sufficiently energetic in excoating such a movement, It sscms 
Mtrangely inconsistent to reader it henceforward an illegal act on the part of 
his successors 





5. The Vali of Saida should possess the power of summoning to Beyrou, 
at stated intervals or on urgent occasions, two Representatives from each 
Kaimakamiyeh or circumscription into which the Mountain is to subdivided, for 
the purpose of forming under his superintendence a kind of Medjlis or 
Administrative Council on matters connected with the general interests of the 
Mountain. By this means a central executive authority would be created, 
which would remedy the effects of the somewhat disjointed constitution which 
thas been proposed for the Lebanon by the Commissioners. 

6. In addition to the Public Prosecutor which it is parposed the Vali 
of Saida should appoint in each Knimakamiyeh, it would be well if he were giren 
‘some direct control over the police foree of the Mountain. 

7. Jezzin and Tuflih are two districts in the neighbourhood of Sidon 

wbited exclusively by Christians, but of which the greater portion of the soil 
is possessed by Druse landlords. Hitherto the Mokatajis of these two Aklinis 
have been Drases. This arrangement has naturally led to a great deal of 
discontent of the one hand and of jealousy on the other. It might, perhaps, 
be for the interests both of Druse landlords and of Christian tenants that the 
Government should give the Druse proprietors estates in the Vokaa and in the 
neighbourhood of Hasbeya and Rasheya, which will be probably abandoned by 
the Chriatians, and allow the refugees to enter into possession of the portion of 
the property in Jezzin and El-Tuffah which is now the property of the Druses 
No definite opinion, however, can be forwed on these points until the localities 
in question shall have been carefully inspected. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





No, 54. 


Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J. Russell. (Received Aprit 17.) 

(No, 6.) 
My Lord, Damascus, Aprit 4, 1861 

1 HAVE. tho honour to transmit herewith copy of my despatch of to-day's 
date to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Sublime Porte, reporting the arrival of 
hix Excellency Fuad Pasha, aud ulso that of Colonel Frase 

Thave, Ae. 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH, 


Inclosure in No. 54. 
Acting Consul Wrench to Sie H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Damascus, April 4, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that Fasd Pasha arrived 
at Damascus of the evening of the 28th ultimo, since which time his Excellency 
thas held several scoret councils with the civil and military authorities of the 
town, 

A memorial to Fuad Paxha has boon written, emanating from the Christian 
eniployés of the Government, but purporting to come from the people, thanking 
his Excolloncy for his exertions in favour of the Christians, and expre 
gratitude to the Soltan’s Government for the tranquillity they now enjoy 
fow signatures of Christians, nonemployés, have as yet been obtained, a 
‘Another momorial is spoken of, to be framed by these latter, begging his Excel 
Teney to seoure to them the tranquillity so long desired, and some compensation 
for their loases. 

Thave heard of little news feom the countey for the last few days. 

Khaled Pasha is now at Kesweh, about six hours south of Damascus, with 
the troops, to the aumber of about 2000 men 

aus Agha is reported to be in the neighbourhood of his own village. Jerud, 
with bout fifty followers, the number of whom. he could greatly increase on 
«mergetiey. He lately took about thirty camels laden with Goverament wheat 
on their way to this city, and is said to have declared that be will «pare neither 
Government property nor soldiers that may fall into his hands 


Meer Suleiman has joined his cousin, Meer Moliamed Harfoush, near 
Baslbeck, and has up to the present time remained inactive. 
Colonel Fraser. arrived here yesterday, for the purpose of remaining with 
Fund Pasha dur Excelleocy’s stay at Damascus, after having made a tour 
through the Druse districts of Lebanon and the borders of the Hauran. 
Thave, &e. 
Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 





No. 55. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell(Received Apri 20.) 
(No, 594) 

My Lord, Peris, April 19, 1801 
THE Marquis de Lavallette has writt ‘Thouvenel to say thot it is 
Yery desirable that the members of the Syrian Commission sbould come to 
formation on questions which may 
He thinks that 
valuable time will 


T have, Se, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





Lord J. Russell to Bart Cowley. 

(No, 481.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Aprit 20, 1861 

1 HAVE, received your Excellency’s despateh No. 5%4 of the 10th instant, 
tind in reply 1 have to instruct you to state to M. Thouvenel thut Her Majosty's 
Government will not object to the Syrian Comrninsioners proceeding to Const 
tinople for the purposes referred to by his Excellency, in the event of the Repre- 
soutatives of the Great Powers considering such a step necessary 

My despatch to Sir Honry Bulwer No, 190 of the 28th of March last, 
‘copy of which waa inclosed in my despateh to your Excellency No. 406 of the 
ed instant, givos bis Excellency authonty 6 Her Majesty's. Government 
tire concerned, to summon the Commissioners, if their presence at Constantinople 
should be clearly necessary. 


No 


" Lorit Nopier to Lord J, Russell. (Received April 22.) 
(No, 58.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, April 19, 1861 

THE French Ambassador has strongly pressed upon Prince Gortchakott 
the views of his Government ia reference to the future organization of Mount 
Lebanon, and hos endeavoured to obtain the assent of the Priace to the plan of 
&® single Christian Governor, taken from the House of Shehab. 

Thm happy to say that the*Russion Minister has not suffered himself to be 
drawn into a premature engagement. He bas told the Duke de Montebello 
that the question is one which soema to interest and 10 dividle the Governments 
of England and France most prominently; that his sentiments and pol i 








‘mutter had no connection with political rivalries, but were. 
considerations of justice and humanity. England 
come to some understanding in the first instance, 
to him, When they were brought into harmon 
ion ta the wishes of the two Goveenments. 
bverving that the Prince seemed to regard the opposition of Grent Britain 
the desires of France ns being prompted ia a great mensure by political jealous 
1 denied this, remarking that I sincerely believed Her Majesty's Commissioner, in 
cemurring to. the nomination of a Shehab, was solely affected by a conviction 
that a Maronite ruler could not be selected with justice to the ouber Cheater 
Cath oF with the least prospect of obtaining authority over the Deasee tke 
Commissioners of the other Powers, M. Novikow inchided, were of the mere 
tits the Russian Commissioner had, indeed, ahown the liveliest interent in yhe 
Nelfare and, recognition of bis coreligionists, for whom he proposed te hang 
now Greek Kaimakamate. 

It nppeared to me thot although Prince Gortchakolf had not yielded to the 
volicitatioas of the Duke de Montebello, the anraments of the latter et 
produced yome effect on his Excellency’s mind. He did not seem to view ord 
nomination of a Maronite Emir with decided repugnanco, 

Should Her Majesty's Government accede to the French propomal, your 
Lordship will not, perhaps, find it stily opposed. here " 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) "NAPIER. 


—— 


No, 48, 


ely governal by 
and France must, therefore, 

id. communicate their views 
he would then give his best 


Lard Bloomfield to Lard J. Russell. —(Reeciond April 22) 
(No. 184,) 


April 18, 186) 
IN obedience to the instruction contained in your Lordsh despateh 
Doig of the Voth instant have delivered to Count Rechherg one copy of Lord 
Dutferin’s despatch marked No. 378 of the 23nl of 3 i 


March, containing his 
Lordship's observations on a letter which has been addromod to the European 


Commissioners in Syria by Bishop Tobia and three other Maronite Progen 
respeetig the denariciatory lists of Drses furnished to Peed hog 
Thave, &e 
Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





No, 99, 


Lard Bloomfield to Lard J, Russell (Received Aprit 22.) 


(No. 190.) 
My Lor Vienna, April 18, 1861. 
| HAVE thought it udvisable to read to Count Rechbere your Lordship's 
tlespatches to Sir Heury Bulwer No, 282 of the dth, and No. 297 of the Hah 
saint, the dire of Syria, copies of which wersincloed in your despatch 
to. me No. 92 of the 10th instant 

His Excellency. expressed his thanks for the communication, but did pot 
faake any” observation ‘on the contents of ‘these desputchos. that nerd ee 
Fecored, 

Thave, &e. 
Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





lig 


No, 60, 


M, Thoweenel to Count de Flatault. (Communicated to Lord J. Russell by 
Count de Flahault, April 23.) 


M. le Comte, Paris, le 2 Avril, 1861. 


US m'avex parlé, dans la lettre que vous miavez fait Thonneur 
meen Mnne'da de comely de Timace que Lord John. Ruse 
Attachait a voir modifier par la Porte la sentence rendue par le Tribunal 
Extraordinaire de Beyrout contre le Sheikh Drase, Said Bey Joublat. M. I'Am- 

ar d'Angleterre, tout en ayant soin de me dire qu'll n’en avait pas reou 
Vordre, m’a entretenu du meme objet, et jo cro’ nécessaire de Yous rapporter 
Giactement la substance des explications que jal échangées avec Tui, Pai Pabord 
Sétermin€é dans cette affaire te rhle de la Commission Européenne, Elle n’a eu a 
‘gir nin qualité de Tribunal, ni en qualité de jury, Lav Commissaire dela Porte 
& communiqué & sex colligues un arrét prononeé, sous sa seule responsabilité. par 
tine cour de justice Ottomane contre des sujets Ottomans. Tout co que Fund 

tha pouvait demander aux délégués dex Poissances, «était de déclaror sles 
Téparations qu'ils avaient €é changés de ponrwuivre leur setnblaient suftisantes, 
tre sur cing ont trouvé que lex condamnations encwurues par los autorités 
Turques étaient trop faibles, deux sur cing ont pensé que les condamnations 
Gietées contre les Chots Druses étaient trop fortes. Je suis convainew de la 
Aiooérité ot do In conscience avec lexquelies toutes ccs opinions ont été éiises, 
tials je ne ache pas q'na point de vue jud.ciaire elles engagent Ia responsabilité de 
ceux. gol Je ont formuléee, et le doute ui peut reultr de our divergence raltire 
0 rien, selon moi, Io droit exclasif de la Porte statucr libroment, et sans pression 
Gtrongite, sur Varrét que Fuad Pacha lui a défrd, apr’s avoir opiné luicmétne dans 
Iesens d'une confirmation pure et simple, Toute conteaiate & eat dgard mo paral 
trait attentatoire & la dignité eth 'ind Peadance morale du Sultan. Le prlaclpe 
{que le pouvoir jadieinire ne releve que de la conscience de ceux qui Texerecnt et de 
Vo 1¢ ext le soul valable en ‘Turquie comme ailleurs. 
% naires. posts, M. le Comte, j'ai dit & Lord Cowley que nous ne 
pas vouloir d’une lutte des Ambasmadours do Franco et ’Angleterre 
Constantinople sur Ia téte d'un homine, et que cette considerstion se joignait A 
elles exposces plus bint pour me fortifice dans I'ilée que le Marquis de 
Lavalette et Sir H. Bulwer n’avaient qu’ laiseor ln Porte entiérement rnultresse 
Se ses révolutions. 
ce systéme, ai-je ajouté, ne convient pax & Lord John Russell, la question 
bine poe p ses er de me ote ee Pcp See 
Etat do Sa Majesté Britannique, devoir étre bornée A Said Bey Joublat. Ce 
mionnaze, comme Yous pouvez en juge par Fextrait ci-joint de In partie de 
Marrét du ‘Tribunal de Beyrout. qui le concern , n'est pins ee assurément d ‘s 
‘ntéett particulier. De deux choses l'une: s'il est coupable des crimes qu'on Iu 
Tgpate madre la mort a eat lonccest, ube commnsation do peine ne redres~ 
Metsit pas lerreur juridique dont il scrait objet, et cette cereur devrait étre tout 
Aussi bien invogude en faveur des autres condamnés ; 
Pour que Lani Joh Russel intericane ea faveur de Sald Boy Joublat, iL 
faut done que sa 10 qu'll a &té mal jugé, C'est alors & 
composition du ‘Tribunal ot & ta procedure quil a suivie qu'il y aurait & ¥en 
Prendre, et tout les arréts devraicnt étre cassés au lieu d'etre implement modifiés 
Par un effet spontané et volontaire de la clémence du Souverain. Si telle eat In 
aniéro de voir du Principal Sconétaire d’Btat de Sa Majenté Britaninique, on 
Pournit, co me semble, remettre soit & Ia Commission Buropionve eu Syrie, soit a 
Ube Conférence comporte des Repetsentants des Painsances 4 Constantinople ot 
‘dex Ministres Tura, te e convenly dex garwnt 
He cour de justice devant Inquelle les eondamnes seraient 
‘Quant A anol, M. le Conite, je suis prét ov & recommandet 
Marui de Lavalette, si Lord Jobn Russell veut ggulement 
© Perscrite & Sir H. Bulwer, ou & accepter I'am ou autre des modes devolution 
‘Que je viens d'indiquer, Je desire d'autaut plus que le Principal Secrdeatre dl 
tle S Majesté Britannique vous fisse connaitre comment il envisage 
Proposition que " Exnpereur & Constantinople me mande par le 
Veéeraphe, tn i . t d’Aali Pacha que M. lAmbassadeur 











@'Angleterre menace offciellement la Porte d’une rupture des relations diplo- 
rmatiques si Ia sentence contre Said Bey Joublat regoit son exécution, 

Agréve, Ke 

m6 "HOUVENEL. 





No. 61 


Lod J. Russell to Earl Cowley, 
(No. 492) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, April 23, 1861 

M. LE COMTE DE PLAHAULT has given me this day, by order of his 
Government, a copy of & despatch of the date of the 12th of April, whieh lie hind 
beforp read £0 me, and a copy of which I transmit to your Bxeallency.* 

‘Your Excellency will recollect that one of the objects of the European 
‘Commission in Syria was to obtain the punishment of those guilty of directing 
‘oF participating in the massaores which took place last year. 

With this view the Commissioners urged the appointment of a Tbunal to 
try the acoused, With this view they claimed the right of being present at the 
trlala, which they suspected would be unfairly nnd partinlly conducted, With this 
viow they gave their opinions from time to time, and asked to have the evidence 
communicated to them. With this view they declared that the sentence of 
deuth pronounced against twenty of the Druses condemned at Mokhtarn was 
insulficient, and that a greator number ought to be capitally convicted. AE this 
Period M, ‘Thouvenel, interposing on his side with a large measure of mercy, 
aadvisod that only one oF two of the ringleaders should be executed. Subsequently, 
in reviewing the sentences at Beyrout, the French, Prussia, and Russian 
Commissioners were of opinion that the sentence on Said Bey Joublat should be 
carried into effect, whilo the Austrian and Botish Commissioners doubted 
guilt, and were of ‘opinion that he ought not to suffer capital panishnient. 1 
supported this opinion at Constantinople, and obtained for answor the assurance 
from Aali Pasha which you will see recorded in a despatch of Sir Henry Bulwer 
of the 7th of March, and in a Memorandum given me by M. Musurus of the 
Wth of April. 

Suddenly M. Thouvenel changes the whole aspect of the question, declares 
that the decisions of a Court of justice cannot be impugned except by the 
Sovereign of the country, und declares againxt any forvign interpos Surely 
this representation of the subject comes too late 

If the Sultan wax competent to appoint a Tribunal, and to be the sole judge of 
the decision of that Tribunal, why was the Commission nppointed * | Why di it 
constantly interfere in the trials? Why did M. Thouveael give his opinion in favour 
of saving from condign punishment the assassins condemned at Mokiara? "The 
view of Her Mi jovernment has been mor: consistent. Her Majesty's 

that if ‘Turkish officials who were in command of troops, 
and who allowed and conpived wt the massacres, are not to be punished with 
death, the execution of Druses who were fir leas culpable is likely to shake the 
authority of the Sultan, ad disturb the peace of Syria for wany years to come 
The Drosea would foel that with all the apparel of justice, and in the eye of 
Europe, they might be put to death for offences which their Turkish masters 
might commit without any fear of similar penalty. 

‘Thowo considerations, and the particular circumstances of the case of Said 
Bey Joublat, have induced Her Majesty's Government to interfere, and will 
induce them to continae to interfere at Constantinople, with a view to aave the 
life of that Druse Chief, But as the Ambassador of France has assured ive that 
his colleague at Constantinople will be onlered not to ase any threats to procure 
the execution of Said Bey Joublat, I have direeted Sir Heary Bulwer to withdraw, 
‘on that ground and on that condition, his intimation to Aali Pasha that if Said 
Bey Joublat were executed he would brcak off official relations with the Sublime 
Porte, 

_ Your Kixcellency may read this despatch to M. Thouvenc!, snd if he desires 
it, give bim weopy, 

Tom, &e 
(Suned) J, RUSSELL 





Lord J. Russell to Bart Cowley. 


Foreiyn Office, Aprit 23, 1861, 3°45 vst 
(Telegraph Poreiy pit 2 acs 
T HAVE sent this day the following numbers to Sir Henry Bulwer ae 
“The French Ambassador here, by order of his Government, curity 
avows any threat to the Porte to obtain the execution of Soe Tie lat. 
‘This threat being entirely disavowed, you may wi is raw the notice a aa 
fons if he isexecuted. But you wil j Pasha that, in our a 
espa oat proved that Her Majesty's Government rely on the sosnrees 
aia your despatch of March 7, and ina Leste faa ited 2 Re 
iting, You will tell him so; also, that the of this 
an le foe Turis cee ul Deasce coodesnved at Mokiara are not, to 
Pe nut to death, would outrage public feeling bete, and injure ‘Turkey in Parla 
Hakent, and in the opinion of the Government. 





No. 68. 
MM, Musurus to Lord J. Russell,—(Received April 23.) 


‘erpary 1, Brywnston Square, le 16 Avri ee 
tie ie dt go, aia Gitae Facet rer jae ‘ ‘cin 
de Sad ay Joa tare de Sa jen Ix Raney rink 4, 

alr lo iil oe Pore i ronal more "dont le Cabinet 

Britannique sera content at 

MUSURUS, 


Signs) |G 





No, 4 


Lord J. Russell ta Earl Coney 
(No, 493.) 
Sir, 
[TRANSMIT to your 
M, Musurus’ communication to 
Joublat, which ix referred to in m 
"hie Lam, &e. E 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Foreign Office, April 23, 1801 


Excellency herewith, for your Information, a copy of 
iy ref the 16th insist respecting Said. y 
despatch to your Excelloncy No. 492 of this 





No, 65. 


de Flakault, 4 Communicated 0 Lord J. Russell by 


seul Uo Orent 
tein ea Count de Flahault, April 24.) 


Parit, le 2 Avrit, 1864 


M. le Comte, 
; shea de vous adresser touchaut In 
LES dernitres déptches que j'ai eu Thonn ter afiance dno eatente 
organisation ainiirative da i croyels,pouroit cousidéror comme dés 
prochaine des Comuissaies, ot 3 SO yanité dun pouvoir Chrétien 
Brésent acquis rtat lui-mame des dchbérations de tx Coraminsion, 
Ime fondais si AT Je Comte, dans Je courant de Févrir, les Délégués 
iui a ee Me eae de acize Axticles dont te premier portait I'éoblisse- 


+ Se 6 
a1 





ment d'un Gonverne 
Pour objet Paholition 
Yenu confirmer ces i 
district, de mania tos dies 
EToapes des populati 

faveo Vexistence di 

lorsque le travail 
pouvions-nous avoir aucun 
croyions avoir d’qutant 


achevé, comment 
de cette discussion Nous 
ri regarder pensée des Délegués des 
1 principe de Vonité de 
produites, et que les di 


eat je me pli 

aavalt accordé, de 

ré par In Commission, 
nt des conclusio 


Al 
prbs une deliberation de pl 
bution dus 
entiérement noww 
Caimacamien, 

Par qoelesconsidértions tos Conmisuires ’Autiiche, do 
ilo Prusse, et do Russic, ontile été amenta b v0 déjuger de 
iuelles ralstous doanent-ils du revirement. qui wee oped day 
de voir 


Fan oto, lass leur pensie, leur premice travail xe 


Vinstitution d'un Gouy uéral de la Syric, et que cotte 


wait entrainer avec elle des 
7 on ate Cette angomeatation, 
pis moias que Ix résolution qu'elle a pour but de 
pomwer, en effet, que lee bases formulees docs 
Je projet primitivement congu 
projet été connu Ton a 
devait soule 


Tignoraient polut, et, uprbe 
se homer & rechereher lex condi 
Diapriss co 
denis, Ala vérit 
riewre jugeruit utile, 
cette concession de 
ritun i 


nérnle embrassant 
faite ou Commie 
fe Lai permettre de Isixeer 
umssion d'un play texteeing 


gues sewblaient Lavoie nsl et la corre 


fet reprsentalt, is cet mime «accord 

qui we fortifinit de plus 6  Vimpowsibitite 

font biecnmaites tragalent te: pla q avjourd'bul, ils paraiae 

intent Bie sence dele baronet ie Copvernenal a 
a Syrio dont ‘ane subxlivision nous autoriait 4 


Se uniquement d'indiquee les jrincipes 


la Syrie, mais sans en 
‘bjet spécial de leur missi 
Je comprends par les 
Commissaires lorsque je lesquels ils 
lent totnbés d'nceord, plan resteeint se 
attache nécessairement & id Syrie. Ine 
Porte aucune trace de cette préo 
he soit parfaitement indépendante d 
46 concilier aussi bien avec le tauintien Vadeninistration 
ante. Je vais plas loin, M. le Comte; moins on peut eapérer de fag 
Fras alit le projet d'une réforme itnportante duns le Gouvernement. de la Soe 
Plus il est utile, @ mon sens, d'avair dans le Libs dos institutions agernent 
ombinges et un e- Plugil ya probabilités que la Porte continuera 
Se tefnscr A Tarrangement sogeéré par Lord Dufferin et ne vont sien 7 
tes paciens rapports du Liban avee le Puchalic de Suida, plus il eat dane Feneen 
‘des populations Chrétionnes de Ia Montagne de tester ow plutdt de tedevenir 
Comeuats une seule et mee administration, Nous avious Vespoir: diseat Te, 
heats: de faire profiter tous lex Chéliens de la: Syrie des atantnges que 
Main eebions &assurer aux populations du Liban,et exe peasde house divides, 
Maia de ce qu'il y a hiou de ora © que les Chrétiens étrangers & la Montagne 
Aoient privés dea a w que Ia Commission so proposait do réclamer on 
pour ne plus porter la rdme golicitude nux Chretions 
pss au cohtraire un motif de plos de redoublor d'intérdt en 
utisque lx Comnission en ext rdaite A priparer lew éléments 
mi Festreinte dle la vouloir d'autant plus conforme aux principes 
bord povdst UL west donc impossible de souscrire hlexpheation 
hs lex cotléques de M. Béctard lui ont donnce r 
opinions, Mais il Vest bien davantage ene 
4s ponsée dex Poissances ln nouvelle combinaise fe, Elle repose 
Femme ike qu'il convient eattribuer & ehaqae groupe de population, ehayue 
Hy gianauté Chrétianne dans te Liban, uno administration digtinete: ot senate 
Wy trait, en consequence, trois Cainacamies, Ute farmée dex Maronites, Toute 
meus appttenant i In Communion Orientale on. Greeque, In tenia i, 
Linkin acute de cos ugelonnérations serait adminlstede yar des chelsindiggose, 
Pena nit ni cette division en Caimacamiox avait pour effet de thine See 
Fenchevétrement dex races et de séparer ion intérits, elle mériteruit d’étre séricuxce 
Sxaminés, car le mélange des Maronites et dos Druses dans les memos 
SeBires de population ext une dow causes den haines dont les Puissances ont 
GerUnlhai i réparcr los effets ct d-prévenie le retour. ‘Mais ectte taposition 
PeMaronites, den Druses, dos Métualin das Muruliuns, dos Grees, et des Groce 
Als, est telle qu’ ireonseription n'y peut rémédier, et que chacune dee 
trois. Caimacamics, de quelque manidre que Mon en combine es limites, reste 
ins ube proportion plus on Populations. mixtex: 
{imacamie Marooite, sur une population totale de’ 182,000 hime, on 
is “de. 37,000 nppartenant soit i la Communion Grecquo, solt nue 
ne atta ot Mupulmanes. Dans ia Caimnenmie Greoque, qui no 
FaPtent, d'ailleurs, que 9,000 hes, il n'v aurait Pas moins do 9,600 habitants 
Mungjatt?® Pligion, dont In plapart Catholiques ct ler nstheg Meni 
jen tans. Eni la Caimacamie Drose, dont Ia” population seralt de 30,00 
ENS! Teaermerait environ 21,000 Merootien Cink ies, pris de 6,000 Grees 
preg 11000 Groce unin. Vous trouveres 4 Hf. be Comte, dex données 
“tes dans le tableau statistique cisjoint, vorrez, ent subdivisant. Ie 
tic (Pte He nouveat plan des Comesinaires, on ne ferait que tendre plus 
Tenable Fetat mixte des populations besucoup moits 4 spareat et moins ficheux 
45,056 {20.000 Chritiens de tout. rite, parti leequels, sont: dieperséa cuvinny 
mle” Druses, Metualis et Nusuimnan so trouvent wonie ote une seule ot 
fin administration couprendant toute Ia. Montage 
leur 
'y pouryor, eas par quel moyen?” Cnt que 
sil ext powsd imperfection 
Ce plan ne rg ies du Liban, 
Ts changent sera procédé 
Mparation géographi les uns et es 


Milnes serot désngeéges, cst 





En vérité, M. le Comte, en inscrivant cette disposition en tte de lear 
nouveau projet, en la développant dans trois Articles qui soat comme les prétieni- 
naires de lear travail, les délegués se par la force des 
Choses & faire Taven des diienités insurmontables qu'il soulbve. Tis parleat 

ides Chrétiens et des Druses. Je poarrais 
ls se croient libres den limiter application, 
rouveraicnt pas 

en effet, 


fois, lex Commia- 
saires ont cearté cette question, et c'est aux Maronitey et aux Druses respec~ 
tivement quills semblent vouloir limiter Vapplication de leur aystiéme. — Bornons- 
nous done, j'y consens, & on appréeice les effets dans lex deux Caimacamies 
Droyes et Maronites seulement, 

‘Je whéaite pasa Ie dire, M. le Comte, Jer résultats seraient désastroox, 
aussi bien pour les Druses que pour lex Maronites, si avant tout le systéme lule 
mémne n’était iunpraticable. Jo vous citais tout A Theure des chiffros empruntés 
tau tableast statistique ci annexé: rows ¥ reportant Yous remarquerez que 
ddan Ja Caimacamnie Maronite & ebté de 138,000 habitants de cette race, il n'y @ 
pax moins de 5,000 Deuses, sans comptor 16,000 Grecs, 9,000 Metualis, et 
7.000 Musulmans que je suppose, par une exception illogique’aw principe de ba 
esagrdigution, maintenus dans les eax oit Ils sont fixés. La difficulté serait bien 
frutrement grave encore dans la Caitnacamie Druse, 1A en effet outre 2,000 
Gres Unis, et en admettant que Is Rasaie consentit & Inisser 6,000 Groce 
Orthodoxes sous une administration Druse, ily nurait environ 21,000 Maronites 
A désngréger, car aur 6 terrain mime les Maronites upprockent da nombre 
dex Druses, qui n’atteignent pas wa chiffre de 23,500. Ames. Voilh done sur 
Te veul territoire de ln Caitaacamic Druse 21,000 individas et plus de 5,000 
dons Ia Caimacamie Maronite qui seraient condamnés i quitter tours foyer 
et A se voir transférer dans une autre partie de tagne. Lex Drusess 
pas plus que les Maron sont des trbus nom: L peat déplacer 
sans porter le trouble dans leurs habitudes et le His forment, lox 
Maronites principalement, une population laboricuse, t i, ayant 
tun vif sentiment de In propriété ¢t tenant & la foie & agriculture et & Vindusteio 
yar Is oulture di mirier. La mesure que l'on se propose pour refaire ls 
géographie de la Montagne serait dans de semblables conditions une cuuse dé 
perturbation dans lea existences et de roine dans les fortuoes 

‘Comment d'ailleurs devrait-elle s’opérer ! Quelle sernit la base des compeat= 
sations? Sous quclles gorantion s'aocomplirait cw déplacement de 26,000 aines 
abendonnant Jeurs habitations, Jeurs champs, leur industrie, pour aller formet 
autres étabissecments La Commision ne tat sur toutes cos qs Bl 
xe ganie surtout de se réserver ht rosponsabilité de Vexécutioa. Elle en conte 
Fe eerie rurcet'sutorits lorale, mut Consuls & Beyrout, sil qo’h vne Cosunis 
sion Mixto dans laquelle les diverses populatious seraient représentces 

Je rends justice aux Commissnires, M. le Comte; du moment od ils 
Acoptaient I division ex Caimcamie, is aint naturellement conduits & vidée 
de la dévagrégation. Mais en suivant la combiusison dans ses couséquences 
Aystéme sugeéré en dermer ticu. par Ls Commission sulliasit pour # 
Seaton Sk contrive flat Fel Us chow : 

Rien ne nets parait done plos propre A ramencr les opinions aw systim 
Tunité’du pouvoir entre les mains dun chet indigtve et Cheétien. Pnisque L 
séparation- géoyrapbique des cowmunions et des races ext impossible & tous 
Garde, et _quil faut acceptor la distribution des populations telle qu'elle ot 
aujounl’hui, Te probidine cousiste uniquement ik Louver ave organisation a 


‘on satisfaisant & tous les intérdts légitimes, contienne toutes les tivalités. Ces 
Fivalités dégénérent facilement en haines ardeutes et en contlits arinés entre tribus 
do races et de religions différentes, ct si les divisions administratives mal 
combinges viennent non seulement affuiblir l'autovité, mais remettro une part 
chacun des groupes rivaux, les luttes, loin d’étre pprévenues, seront encouragées ; 
Crest ce que l'on a yu sous le régime des deux Caimacamies : <i, au coutraire, 
Fautorité est concentrée, il est dans son intérét de consacrer tous es efforts & 
faire vivre Jes populations en bonne intelligence, et si ello suit etre forte et 
Fespectée, elle y parvient. Ces deux combinaisons ne sont point des théories; elles 
Ont été mises AV’épreuve; Vexpérience a prononcé. Le pournir unique et Chrétien 
‘avnit fait rfgner Ja paix et Ie bien-2tre, Ih ob lee deux Caimncamies ont depuis 
Amend les plas sanglants dévordres, Seul aussi ee pouvoir nous parait en état de 
Téparer le mal qu’elles wont pas empéchi, 
Sans doute, M, le Comte, nous inclinons h penser‘ que I'autorité doit dtr 
‘confide & un chef indigdve et Chrétien, mais 1a position des Chrétiens dans le 
justific entidrement cet avantage. En los envisigeant, abstraction faite 
eommunions, leur nombre 200,000 Ames, tandis que celui des 
‘est seulement de 28,000 et que lex Musulmans réunis aux. Métualis 
Testent au-dessous de 17,000. Il est équitable de tenir compte de cette difforence, 
et cette considération nous parait rentrer dans la pensée des Cabinets comtne 
dans la situation mime. Co sont les Chiétiens, en effet, qu'il #agit dle mettre i 
Yabri do nouveaux malheurs. Cest en leur faveur que les Puissances sont 
lntervenves, D'accord sur le but, les grandes Cours ne swursient différer sur lex 


‘Cea moyens, M. Je Comte, ont été unanimement admis par los Commissaires 


dans le premier adopté par cux. En exposant ici nos observations, jo ne 
pois Primitive de la Commission, et revendiquer pour elle 

ite. d'avoir parinitement saisi tout d'abord les conditions fondamentales de 
Jn réorganisation du Liban. Nous nous riservions d'examiner son plan, et nous 
‘n’en cussions peutttre pas approuyé tous les détails. Mais dans ces dispositions 
xsenticlles il nous it inattaquable, Nous n‘eussions fait aucune difficulté 
@'y souscrire, et nous ne formons encore d'autre désie que de le voir ropris par la 
Commission, qui, au surplus, d'apr’s ce que me mande M, Béclard, n'a pas 
Fenoned absoluinent i le compléter, lorequielle aura achevd san nouveau projet, 

Agréen, 
Sign)” THOUVENEL. 


Inolosure in No. 


Starewanr showing the Districts composing the Cliristinn and Druse 
Kaimakamates 


Disirite compoent acturlewrat le Calmaramat Chin 


‘Schinmatiques. 
Greece 
Cathatiques. 
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M. Thoweenel to Count de Fiahault—(Comnuniested to Lord J, 
z vicated to Lord J. Russell 
Count de Flahault, April 24.) ad 


be 5 Cinna Pui A Beyrou rues Weal 

LES Gi Jes Puissances 3 
projet que jexaminals avee vous dans ta deplche acd Avris ls ct aowos 
procédé A fa révision de Vonsemble, et je suls en menure de vous transmettre 


aujourd'hui eo travail. Les sérelopperaents que la Commission a donnés 


son plan, de meme que les modifications quelle y a a sauraieat 
change tote sentinnt sor fn vleur-der iu qui bat aaah eette come, 
naison. Plus au contraire les délégués ont tenu & préciser leurs vues, plus il 
xt dovenn facile de sasir les objections qu'elles souldvent, et hous ne posvions 
Sirer qulsvinsent plus promptemeat ct plus complitenrent justi Par leur 
Sag ar al fondamentaux que comporte le systéme émané de 
_ Ce systime, vous le savex, M. le Comte, repose sur Si 

Liane puniurs Caimacamis, Ia lottbckon ds tendtoee ox Caiescesiee 

ext ellesiméme base sur la ion des races Chritienne ot Di 
Catto sdparition ethnographigue a paru dabord aux. Comminaires tellement 

os quills en ont hit Vobjet des trois premiers Articles do’ leur 
Dé toutefo les expliatons qui valent cu ied hee sujet dans We cin dea 
Commission nous aynicnt Inissé apercevoir lour embarras et leurs hésitations. 
Hie avaient gardé un silence nbsolu touchant la désagrégntion pout los Metualis 
ct Jes Musulmans ; ils n’avnient parlé que des Chréticns et dex Druses, et cette 
mesure qui devait uttelnudre plus particulidrement lex Maronites se serait trouvée 
limitée aux deux Caimacamies Maronite et Druse. Les Commissires reculaient 
‘en quelque sorte devant les conséquences de leur principe. En révisant. lout 
travail, ile ont fait plus; ilt maintionnent te principe. S'ils oot remmanié les 
termes des deux premiers Articles, ils u'en oot nullement changés le seps at 
Ja portée, Mais par une contradiction laquelle la force dea choses les oblige, 
ils on abandonnent A peu pris ontidrement les conséquences. lis proclament de 
nouvean en téte de leur projet que lea Chrétiens seront des. Druges ; 
tosis duos V’Article 3, apres s@tredchargés do la responsabilits de. exécution, 
de ts manidre que je vous ai fait connaltre, ils Euabliswent que la désagrégation 
Hedi oa et ils combinent toutes les autres dispositions de leur projet 
iTiout sn vue du reas dee populations de ce préter tcette mesure, Aisi la 
ran Pose une qu'elle présente comme une base de son xystime, 
Te dmsdditement qu'elle ne sera pas nppliqae, c'est sur cette 

iy eleFonde Vile des isditations nowvelles de Montagne 

+ M. le Comte, si on examine le travail des Commissaires, on 
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retrouve cette pensée partout substitude A celle de la désagrégation. Ms 
raisonpent constammient dans la supposition de populations mixtes et d’éléments 
dont il ext nécessaire de tenir compte dans Vordre administratif 
comme dans lordre judiciaire, dans Is constitution des communes comme dans 
Vorgunisation des districts. En un mot le principe qui avait pour objet de 
justifier la création des trois Caimacamies, In désagrégation ethnogmphique 
fisparait enti¢rement dans les développements que recoivent les vues des 
issaires, et nous NOUE retrouvons eh prvsence des tribus de race difiirente 

‘que le hazard des circonstances a dissémminges dans le Liban. 

Dés lors, nos objections contre I'stablissement de trois Caimacamies subsistent 
tout catidren, Je uyexpliquerais cette subdivision du pouvoir si elle avait pour 
objet de tracer les circonscriptions dans lesquelles nous ne trouverions plus quo 
des populations homogines ct de rémedier au mélange des races; mais tout wu 
Contmure, elle le rend infiniment plus sensible sur plusicurs points et notamment 
sur celui od Nineoavénieat présente le plus de gravité, je veux dire dane In 
Caimacamio Druse. LA en effet la désagrégation ne s‘opérant pas, nous wurions 
‘une minorité Druse administrant la majorité Chrétienne ; puisquie A ebté de 23,000 
Druses, ce territoire comprend, d'une part, 21,000 Maronites, et de l'autre 4,000 
Grecs Unis et 6,000 Greos Orthodoxes. 

Létablissemont de cette Caimncomie mettrait 31,000 Chritiens & In disoré- 

wntorité Drase, appuyeé sur ane population relativement tres inférieure 


Mais je ne veux pas rentror, M. le Comte, dans un ordre de considérations 
$75 26) rarer aren rome Je me borne & m'y référer en appelant, toute= 
ig, votre attention particuliére sur lex raisons donndes par M. Béclard ji 'appui 
do sca riscrves, Il fait reaortor & bon droit le peu de solidité d'un plan fondé 
‘sur Thypothdse de la désagrégntion entiéroment teréalisable selon nous, déclarée 
Purement fieultative par Ia Commission et cependant néocasaire pour que ce 
fn ait une raison <'étre, principalement en ce qui concerne lox rapports des 
hrétienset des Druses, Le Comnissaire del"Emperour signaleégatement eombien 
pea serait mnotivée linstitution d'une Caimacamie Grecque. Cette circonserip- 
tion nouvelle dont ls Commission cherche les éléments dans I'adjonetion 
mrbitraire de deux torritoires formant ensemble une population totale do 10,000 
limes et comprenant seulement 5,500 Grees, ne renfermerait qu'une faible partic 
des 25,000 Chiritiens de ce rite répanduy dans le Liban, Je ne wn'arréte pas sur 
Jes autres contradictions releveés par le dé(qué Francais dans In note Iue par tui 
nos colldgues, et je conclus & ce sujet, comme il Je fhit ot comene je Te, faisuis 
mol-méme, en vous communiquant ma premidre impression yur le plan des 
Commissaires: la création du trois Caimacamies, sans la désagrégation, qui ext 
impossible, ne serait qu'ane cause do division entre les populations Chrétiennos, 
Ajoutée & Fantagonisme si toalheureusement organist entre les Chrétiens et les 
Druses par \'urrangement de Chékib Efendi 

‘Avant de lerminer, Jejouterai copendant encore une observation. Les 
a des Puissances ont donné connaissance de leur travail & Fund Pacha en 
Finyitant & Texaminer, Le Repréeatant de la Porte, sans prijuger opinion de 
ton Gouvernement, a indiqué Ia sienne sur Nadministration du Liban, “Tout. en 
Substenunt d'accorder un entier nssentiment aux idéex de la Commission, int 
dissimuler Vimpression qu'elle lui causait, Axsurément personne ne désire plus 
increment que nous une prompte et compléte entente entre les Poimanices et la 
Porte sur une question dont In solution a besoin de ce motuel aceand pour ftir 
dex conditions de stabilite et de durée. Nous serions done charts do Ia satisfac 
tion dificilement contenue aveo laquelle Fund Paoba s'est exprimés wl ue ¥'était 
plaeg ‘a un point do vue qui novs éclaire i la fols sur la propre penste et aur Ia 
Néritable portée du. projet de la Commission, : 

Tl n'y a, sclon lui, que trois systemes pomsbles : ou Vassimilation puro et 
simple du Liban aux autres Provinces Ottomanes; ou une adwinistrotion parce 
fave un Chef unique et indigine ; ov, enfin, un ensemble de priviléges wunicipaux 
représentés par un certain nombre dadministrations municipales relevant toutes 
Ggalement da Gouverneur de Saida. Fund Pacha éearte Vidéo de_vouloir sub- 
stitver aux. jramunités da Liban Faction directe de Ia Porte ; ronis en temoignant 
sen prétérences pout Ia troisidie combinaisoe, que fait-il autre chose. que de 
reprendre la premidre sous une autre forme? En quo} Taction directo du Vali de 
Sida diféreraitelle de action directe de ls Porte? Dans un comme dns 
Pautre cas, Mindépendance administrative du Liban n'eviste plus, mémve de som, 





Et maintenant si je me demande pourquoi le Plénipotentiaire Ottoman en repre= 
nant V'ancienne thise du gouvernement direct de la Montagne par les Turon 
cquiesce jusqu'’ un certain point au projet des Commiasaires, ine inst pas 
diflicile d’en trouver la raison ; c'est que ce projet introduit dans le Liban ‘on 
ordre de choses dont le résultat inévitable serait de mettre les populations dans 
un état de division tel que Padministration Ottomane pourrait 'y ctablir aiséenent 
avec ou sans municipalités, 

Est-ce lh ce que les Cabinets ont youl? Nous nele erosons pas. L'indé- 
Penidance administrative de ls Montagne est un principe ancien antéricur mfme & 
Vintervention Européenne dans les atures de Syrie. 

Les Puissances Vont constamment maintenu et méme revendiqué tout en 
£¢ prétant d Vorganisation dev deux. Caimacamies, dans les ddlibémations eagagéos 
a ce sujet A Constantinople de 1842 a. 1345. 

Les communications qu’elles ont éohangées entre elles dans lo courant de 
Vannée dernidre, lorsqa’elles ont di s’entendre aur les instructions & donner aux 
Commissaires, ont toujours admis comme hors de di 
comme en 1842, leur int 
aimons done ’ nous polat A 

i e de Ia 


Avant de connaltre le nouveau travail des’ Commissaires, nous avions ‘pressenti 
A ce sujet lex autres: Cours. Jo sais par I correspondance du Marquix de 
Moustior ot du Prince de la Tour d'Auvergne que la maniire de voir de l"Autriche 
it da Ia Prusse est conforme & ta ndtre touchant l'unité de pouvoir sous un Chef 
Chrétien. Je ma plais i expérer que le reviremeat suryenu dans lex idées de Ia 
Commission n'aure modifié en rien leur sentiment, et qu'elles apprécicront, comme 
Tous, un plan abandonné en partie par vox auteurs euxsméaes dans sa disposition 
In plus ementiotle, 


(Sind) THOUVE 





No, 67, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell —(Receleed April 24,) 
(No, 607, 
My Lord, Paris, April 23, 1861 

1 LOST no time, after the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No, 422 of 
the Oth instant, in communicating to M. ‘Thouvenel the Mstructions with 
which Her Majety's Government proposed to furnish the Commander of the 

yundron w intended to dispatch to the coast of Syria tom the Ist of 
y next, 

Yesterday M. ‘Thouvene! informed me that he had no obscevations to make 
upon the instructions themselves, but he asked me whether your Lordship 
intended to communicate them to the Porte, reminding me that Vefyk Elen 
hua in Conference shown. dipostion to contest the right of foreign men-of- 
war to land troops in Syria without the consent of the Ottoman Government 

I roplied that | would refee his Excelleney's question to your Lariship. 

| then asked M. Thouvenel whether the Frenich Commander in-ohiet would 
be furnished with similar instructions, when, somewhat to my surprise, he 
‘answered that it was not yet decided whether a French squadron would be left 
‘on the coast of Syria. At all events, he said, the force would be very small, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


ee ee 


199 
No. 68. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. —(Reecived April 24.) 
(No. 612.) 
My Lord, Pari, April 28, 1861 
‘THE term within which the ratifications of tho Convention of the 19th 
. prolonging the European occupation of Syria, were to be exchanged, 
expiring to-day, M. Thouvenel convened a meeting of the Representatives of t 
five Powers, when it was found that the Turkish ratifications were not rendy. A 
short Protocol recording this fact was, therefore, signed, of which I have the 
honour to inclose a copy; and the exchange of the ratifications was deferred 


for the present. T have, &o. 


Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 68. 
Protocol of a Conference held at Paria, Aprit 23, 1861. 


LES Soussignés, Représcntants des Puissances signataires de Ia Convention 
du 19 Mars, 1861, qui a pour objet Ia prolongation de occupation Européennc 
en Syrio, stant réunis pour procéder h Vécharyge dex ratifications respectives, 
Echange qui devait avoir How dans le délai de cinq sormnines, FAmbnssadour de 
‘Turquie a déclaré que bien que won Souverain eit tntifié a dite Conven 
Fingtrament qui le coustate ne jul était pas encore parveny. Ko conséquence, i 
4&6 convenu que le délai de cot change serait prorogé jusqu’au jour oii so 
Rxcellence M. I’ Ambassadeur de In Soblime Porte aura roou les ratifications «u'll 
sera appeld 4 échanger 

Paris, le 23 Avril, 186}. 


_—————— ree 


No, 69, 
Karl Coreley to Lord J. Russell. —(Receiced April 24, 6-45 v.24.) 


Paris, April 2%, 1861, 630 ws 


raphe) 
Na Ml he 


T HAVE just read your despatch respecting Said Bey to Thouvenel, 
has promised me to telegraph at once to Lavalette to ubstain from all further 
interference. You may consider his life to be saved. 


No. 70. 
Lord J. Russell to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


My Lords, Foreign Office, April 24, ck 

HER Majesty having been pleased to direct that from the Ist of May a 

yuadron should k be seat a the one of Syria, I have now to state to you the 
objets which Admiral Mundy, or the Admiral who may be in command of that 
isto view : = 
Boramietes Bacorens at Paris o the 19th of March Syria will 
have been evacuated by the French troops by the Sth of June, and preparstions 
for the evacuation may be in progress some time earlier. It is apprehended that 
troubles, disorders, and acts of vengeance may take place when the European 
troops are withdrawn. The Admiral must, therefore, be directed to extend 
his protection to the Christian inhabitants, and generally to any subjects of the 
Porte on the coast who shall be victioss of outmge and barbarous assault, 

The Admiral will concert his measures for this purpase with the highest 
‘Turkish authorities in Syria. He will also pot himself in communication with 
‘the Commander of the French squadron, and also with sny Commanders or 
Consuls of Christian Powers who may be on the coast 

Tn case of absolute necessity the Admiral is to be empowered to aod 
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‘marines for the protection from massacre of British subjects, or Christians on 
the coast, bat he will in no case direct or allow any officer under his command 
to march into the interior. + 
Tsball be glad to have a list of the ships destined for this service. 
Tam, &. 
Signed)” J. RUSSELL. 





No. 71 

Lord J. Russell to Sir Ht, Bulwer. 
(No, 249.) 
Sir, 


L TRANSMIT, for your Bxcelleney's information, 
1 have addressed to the Lords Commissioners of the Adi ianifying Hee 
Majesty's pleasure as to the instructions to be given to the Admiral command 
squadron of Her Majesty's ahips ordered to be stationed on the coast of Syria 
a the Ist of next tnont 
You will read the inglosed paper to Aali Pasha, 


but you will not give a co 
of it to his Excelleney E “id 


La, Se. 
(Signed J. RUSSELL, 





No. 72, 
Lond Napier to Lord J. Russell (Received April 25.) 


(No. 71, Confidential.) 


My Lord, St, Petersburgh, April 18, 1861. 


PRINCE GORTCHAKOFF showed me yesterday his latest despatches 


from Syria. One of these roports referred to the charge broag! 
Catholic Bishops in the region of Mow 100, who are alleged to have been 
directly or indirectly instrumental 4,600 Druses for capital 
meat. A protest of these ecclesiastics, addrewsed to the Commuisioners, ix 
forwarded by M. Novikoff, which has, I believe, been published in the newspapers. 
‘Tho Russian Commissidner also states that application was made to. the 
~ Orthoulox" Prelites to afix their signatures to the sme document. ‘The Greek 
Metropolitan refused on the ground that he had not been consulted in the first 
instance, when Fuad Pashia called the Maronite Prelates to his councils, The 
Greek Bishop of Tyre and Sidon declined, though agreeing with the general 
tenor of the protest, because there wax in that document a deviation from the 
truth, which he could not sanction. ‘The protest states that, on the represen 
tation of Fuad Pashit, the list of Druses was reduced by the Christian prelates 
from 4,00 to 1.200. ‘The Greek Bishop arn, on the contrary, thatthe list 
was not reduced, but divided into three categories, or gradations o rf 
this misstatement the Geek Bip rood wench teens 
M. Novikotf, while exculpating the Maronite dignitaries from ive 
participation in the revengefal reoummendasion allude ta ‘expresses his fegret 
iat the number of persons designated should have boon 40 great, regarding this 
clreumstance as one calculated to bring discredit on the Christian cause, 
afuanother eter M. Novikod! bry but ably enuwerates and. compares 
Jrantoges und embarruxaments uttached to the differ 
‘ etl rte Lebanon, sh einige 
observe ia this document « must decided repognance to the sche 
sage Chsatan Goveror taken trom the (amily ot Sheba, and w warm scl 
citude for elfaro and separate establishieut of wdox Gi 
coma welfare and separate establishmeut of the Orthodox Greek 
‘The Russian Comasissioner concludes in favour of the division of the 
Mountain into three Kaimakamats, accompanied by the consolidation of the 
population, by an exchange of ands, according to their severnt religions. He 
docs not think the material difficulties attending such an emigration and new 
* X00, 


t against the 
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terttorial division to be insuperable, and he adduces the opinion of Fuad Pasha 
in support of his views i ae 

Wioce Gortchakoif, while recognizing the ability f iis Commisioner, and 
Aiscliming Ei re nounce’s definitive opinion ins matters 
oe em] pal a sh indiged to hold that the plan of disentangling the 
fevera| clemcats of population and settling them apart, is impracticable, though 


valatively just and desirable. ne 
sre Padileney sid that. he regarded all the labours of the Commissioners 


and \ctions materials,” and that he desired that those gentlemen 
eit ia possible to Constantinople, where their plan might 
be brought under the consideration of the Representatives of the Five, Powers 
‘and the Porte with the benefit of snore rapid communication with the European 


T touched upon tho suggestion of a single ‘Christian Governor for the 


¢ a 

Letinon, named by the Porte, and not belonging to the country, ns % propo 
which, in the cave of the failure of the present project of the Commission might 
ibly satisfy the views of the several European Cabinets, and. racet, with less 
Teva restance than the nonsiaation of » Shebnb Emir 7 : 

‘The Prince asked me whether auch wns the opinion of my Government. 
Teplied that T had no such instructions, and merely spoke for the purpose ol 
dliciting discussion ee 

“Tho Prince then stated that be had great doubta of the possibility of finding 
4 man of sufficient integrity and independence of character ambong the Chnstinhs 
at Constantinople for such an office, “You might get a Christian who woul 
be "Turk." 

ma engeed tha if the Government of the Porte was to bo perpetuated, and 
the Christians to be gradually raived to an equitable participation in tho affairs 
Of their country, a beginning must shortly be made by employing some of ther 
fn offices of trust, ‘This might, perhaps, be a fitting opportunity for such an 
experime Boras 

Phe Prince threw out n suggestion that the Pasha of Sida suight hiemelf 
be» Christian, 

More conversation passed of the sume desultory charmoter, in which 1 
remarked 2 great coolness and impartiality on the side of the Prince, who does 
ot allow his judgment to be affected overmuch by the viows of his Rapronen- 
titive in Syrin, or by avy sectarian affections, but scems really devirous to 
tmbeace an equitable decision by deliberate examination, and by friendly concer 


‘with all the Governments who iiave embarked in this queen ‘§ 


(Signed) NAPIER. 
No. 73. 


Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, Forcign Office, April 25, 1861. 


WITIL referenc date, 1am 
directed by his Lordship to t 
Noners of the Admiralty, 
‘communications with th 
Tstructions to be furnished to the Com 
Majesty's Government propose ta dispatch to mt 


Be 
(Signed) E, HAMMOND. 
ee 
No 74. 


‘The Seoretury to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 25,) 


- Admiralty, Aprit 25, 1801. 
WITH refercoce to Lord Jobo Russells lettor of the 24th instant, and your 
oka 
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Admiral commanding Her Majesty's st Syri 
‘Majesty's ships on the coast of S 
by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herd 
mation of Lord John Russell a copy of a letter this ay addres 
Martin, in which aro pointed out the measures to 
with reference to protect 
subjects in Syria 
According to the latest reports from Vie« 

actual ming the atest reports from View Adan Marti. the Betsh 
of the Ships stated! below. 


am commanded, 
rewith, for the infor 
tressed to View-Adiiral 
‘ adopted in case of necess 

i$ Christian inhabitants, and more especially [British 


about to proceed to the coast of Syria, will consist 


1 om, &o 
Signed) W. G, ROMAINE. 


* Hannibal,” 91 gu Flag-sh 
f. nnibal,” 91 guns, Flagship of Rear-Admiral Mundy; “ Renown,” 
21 guns; “Queen,” 90 guns; “Melpomens,” St guns; «Recon,» nents 
inyphion,” 36 guns; “Greyhound,” 17 guns; “ Alucrity,"" 4 game. OS 


aa eae 


Tnclosure in No, 74. 


‘The Secretary to the dilmiralty to VicwAdmirat Martin 
Sir, 
Admiralty, Aprit 25, 186) 
vou Hoch commanded by my Lords. Commissioners of the Adwinaeg ve 
Fon eenith for your information and guidance, « copy of w Teter from, Lond 
ohn Kassel dated the 24th instant, relativo to the instroetions es a 
the Rewr-Adiuiral commanding Her Mojesty's ships on the ease oe See 2 
extend his protection to the Christian inhabitants, nnd generally to any sateen 
c. ie Tons she may be victims of outrage and barbarous assault, tn the event 
ot ta inorder arising after Syria bus ben evucuated. by the Proncl 
Talvo inclose a copy of 
day, for your information, 
Ambassador at P 
For 
af the Britis my Syria and with reference to the supposed 


disposition of the Turkish Goverument ti 
h rument to contest the right of forelen mene 

to land troops i Syria, my Lords desire oe ofl eaten ae 
Mody that upon all occasions. when protection to Christian inkabing oe 
mote expel to Brith subject, muy be nesaayy a aes ad 
concert measures with the Turkish authorities, but bela ot on that aeons 
lay ving the moat prompt ‘ud offlent protection to British subjects, rah 

icemsitios of the case may be urgent ‘Turkish “ 
may beth rable or unig eA te Turkish others thule 


dated. this 
trom Her Majesty's 
ie French Minister tor 


am, &e. 
(Signed) W. G, ROMAIN! 


$$$ EOIN 


No, 75, 


Lord J. Ruse irl 
Aegis ell to Barl Covey 
My Lord, 

Lond, Foreign Office, Aprit 24 

T INCLOSE, for your Excellency information, expics of denatehen, 

Marked in the margin,® upon the subject of Syria ee, 

__ Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL. 





* Nex 65, 66, 72, and 76, 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 


(No, 253.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Aprit 25, 1861. 

LSEND your Excellency copies of two despatches of which M. de Flahault 
has left copies with me, on the subject of the atfairs of Syria.* 

You will observe that M. Thouvencel criticises with great force and clearness 
the last Report of the Commission. But you will observe also that, in speaking 
Of tho first Report of the Commission, of which he highly approves, M. Thouyenel 
omits to state that four out of five of the Commissioners were of opinion that 
the Christinn Pasha of the Mountain should not be a native 

In fact, if a native Chief were to govern the whole Mountain, kept in check 
only by a Pasha of Saida, it is probable that the Druses, Mahometans, and 
Metualis would suffer grievously from the oppression of their rivals placed in 


Power over them with little or no restraint. 
‘M. Thouvenel himself mentions that the Christians would be 200,000, 


While the Druses would be, in round numbers, 25,000, and the Mabomotans 
tnd Metualis, 17,000, 

But instead of concluding that the minority of 45,000, divided into three 
sects, and into different villages far apart from each other, would require protco- 
tion ‘against the majority of 200,000, Ive concludes that the 200,000 would 


juire protection against the 45,000. 
ag Bjey Gowrie eau to the opinion that a single Governor of 
Syria, and a single Christian Pasha of the Lebanon, not being a native of the 

fountain, would best provide for peace and good order, both in the Lebanon 


and in the reat of Syri 
If the Sultan should insist upon dividing and weakening his own authority 


in Syria, it will then be all the more necessary that the Chief or Chiefs of the 
Mountain should not be natives. 

You will endeavour to obtain the decision of the Porte, and of the Repre- 
sentatives of the Allied Powers, in conformity with these views, which agree 
atirely with those of the first Report of the Commission 


1, Se. 
(Signed) ‘J. RUSSELL, 





No. 77. 


" Lord Napier to Lord J. Russell —(Received April 25.) 
(No. 72.) 
‘My Lord, St. Petersburgh, April 18, 1861 


PRINCE GORTCHAKOFF informed me, yesterday, that he had forwarded 
to Baron Brunnow a copy of his instruction to Prince Labanow, alluded to in 
my despatch No. 63 of the 13th instant, in which the Russian Minister nt 

inople is directed to cultivate a good understanding with Sir Henry 
ier 


Tron Brunnow will speak to your Lordship on the subject, 
ve, Ke 


(Signed) | NAPIER. 
ie EEE 
No, 78. 

Consul-General Moore to Lord J. Russell {Received April 26,) 


(No. 2) 
My Lord, Beyrout, April 12, 1861. 


I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of three despatches addressed by me 
to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte. ree 
wo, Se 


(Signed) N, MOORE. 


2M 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 78. 


Conmul-Generul Moore to Sir H. Bulwer 


Beyrout, April 11, 1861. 


Thave the honour to 


It tively aftiemed that Ti 7 
pe emed that T Shaheen, tho loader of the Jate insur- 


rs oti, hak elandestinely come to. Beyren i 
Yo eet ae: Te is added that he has taken refuge Tr the ‘each Cr at 
Gener and tha dhe French ethos bare extended to hin the Prices 
sed cram to rextoro to him the whole of his confiscated 


General Beaufort d’Hlautpout and Count B escorted 
sea mgr Bow a Bentivoztio, 
ont of French covary. har Proce on vist tothe Maronite Patrareh 
ee lebanon, Youssef Bey Kerum met the G 
Patriareh’s by invitation, ‘The leding. inhabitant of the gibontag ries 
Se ramsey stated to have received invitations to. repair to. Bkerké, the 
obfee the recone fafarted that this vist and meeting have for catemsible 
chief purpove is (0° diacuss the plan uanletond' ts fpr a 
for the future government of th 
four Mudirs with Mixed. Med 
Christian Governor 


Ging of Rear-Admiral Munds, 
composed of ‘the 
ips, the frigntes 


corvett 


eu i tantinople brought a fur 
Copel forthe Govern etn agg ett 8 frther soppy 


OF forvign ship of war there are m 
Vessel thee a. cF tar there are » Russian fignte and two French stean- 


A. Christian near Deit-el-Komnae 

‘Two more Christians and ope ‘Maboontan ure Terarton ce ean nee Me 
906 Mahonteta ; 

sausinated in the Mixed districts of the Labunoa, T° M4¥® been: found 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 
qu i _ 


Tncloyure 2 in No, 78. 


ConnuleGeneral Moore to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, April 12, 1861 


SINCE writing my despatch of yest 
Precise Tuformation relative to the visit Gata 
Tanios Shaheen joined the General at 
repaired after hia visit to. Bkerké, 
where Youssef Bey K 

two 


d between these 
al d'Hautpoul. "The Genoral observed that 
nit trifles oF personal animosities to divide theen 
present, and amongst the arguments ased by hit to 
i ico the ‘proposed reconciliation, ‘he is said to. have 
Ail oon be unde a Gon a cnas onl a ofce temporal, that they should 
4000 en mnor-General chosen from amongst the Shehabs, a 
tt he ate hey made op thi direc thee. ae 
a. lowing day, General d’Haut id a visit to 
seat of the Armenian Cathalle Patasshe sai at foes theigs of Te a4 
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Shaheen and other neighbouring villages. At every place General d’Hautpoul 
‘was met by crowds of people who accompanied him, firing their gans and singing 
the praises of France. 
Tanios Shahcen parted with the General at Antoura and returned to 
Bkerké. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) -N. MOORE. 


PSI expect s00n to receive a report of what occurred at. the interview 
‘at Bkerké. 
N. M. 


ee 


Inclosure 3 in No. 78, 
ConeuleGeneral Moore to Sir H, Bulwer. 

Sir, Beyrout, Aprit 12, 1861. 
LHAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excellency's information, translation 
of a despatch which I have jast received from Mr. Vice-Consul Abela of Sidon, 
reporting the death of a Christian from a projectile fired from the enninon of the 
‘castle of that town, during slate for the Beiram. Your Excellency will 

perceive that the French authorities at Sidon. have taken the matter up. 
T have, &, 
Signed) N, MOORE 


—————— 


Inclosure 4 ia No, 78. 


Vice-Conrul Abela to ConruleGeneral Moore, 
(Translation) 
Sir, Sidon, April 1, 1861 


I HAVE the honour to inform you that_yesterday at ubout 1 o'clock ¥.y. 
h steamer * Colbert” anchored off this town, 
‘morning, at about balf-past 6 a. at the hour of the prayer of the 
tcuna were fred ax wsual frou the cnstlo on the see, A Christian named 
‘Tannous Menessa of Acre, belonging to the Greok Orthodox community, and 
the day before yestentay. for some commercial affhirs, whilst 
standinyg on the bridge which leads to the castle, on the second gun being fired 
fall deod from a projectile discharged therefrom. At his side were a companio 
‘and two boys of Sidon, who immediately gave notice to hin Excellency 
‘Adham Pasha, who came in person, and after having seca the body, ordered 
that it should be buried ; but the captain of the French garrison at this pluce 
provented it, saying that it was necessary that the body should be inspected by 
we presence, therefore, of the doctor of the “Colbert,” the 
doctor of the Ottoman hospital examined the body, and found in it m grape-shot 
which had penetrated into the right side of tho breast. ‘The French captain 
took the projectile and kept it 

‘Phe Pasha (who had pretended that the death of Tannous had been caused 
dy & piece of paper from the cartridge) seving that the case was premeditated, 
the edme gunk had been discharged the night before, and that chore wus 
suapicion against the tops (artillerymen), ordered the imprisonment of these 
persons, and afterwards interrogated them in the Medjtis, in the presence of the 
captain of the French garrison, the French Vice-Consul, and the Greck Viee- 
Consal, who pretended that. ‘Tanoous Meneses was under his protection. It is 
said Uhat the suspicion aguinat the topgi was realized: 

‘A certain Hanna Endraus of the village of Salhie was yesterday plundered 
by three Drusos near the. village Banghoutié, within an hour's distance from 
Sidon. 

“These two cases have renewed the alarm in the hearts of the Christians, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) J, ABELA. 


2S ES EEL LIE Cee ET 





No, 79. 
Mr. Hammond to the Secretary {0 the Admiralty. 


: Forcign Office, April 26, 1861. 
I HAVE laid before Lond John Russell 

inclosing w copy of the 

letter of the 24th insta 

Admiral Martin, i 

const of Syria shy 

of Adiiralty 


Lord J. Russell to Bart Cowley. 
(No. 817) 


My Lond, Foreign Office, April 26, 1861. 

J TEANSMITTED to your Excellency in my despatch No. SLA of yesterday, 
copies of two dexpatehes from M. Thouvenel respecting the affairs of Syria, 
which Count Flahault had left with me, and a copy of a despatch which I bad 
nddrossed to Sir Henry Bulwer, explaining the views of Her 4 Majesty's Govern- 
n€0t upon the subject, 

aieg of theve documents have beeo. vent to your Excellency. in onder 
that you may explain to M, ‘Thouvencl the view Which Her Majesty's Govern- 
tment take of the important tmatters to which they relate. 

{ihe Pruscian, Mivister: ls read to 10, this morning, a despatch of Baron 
Seelnts explaining the views of Prussia, which do not much iiler hoe te 
oer ap taurenel + oe exception, however, of importance {sto ‘te 
remarked, The Prussian Goverument wish to ace an impartial Christian 

mar of the Lebanon, 


I appencs to Hler Majety's Government that this abject can only be 
Crauined by iaxsting on tho condition proposed by the Comntastonen of Access 
Crrnt Britain, Peussis, aod Rosia, that the Chratisn Governor should ete, 
and rook the Lebanon, | Otherwise he would be merely the organ of the violence 
and vengeance of his sect oF tribe, whichever it might be 


Tam, &e 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


es eS EE 


No. 81 


Borl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. (Received April 26.) 
(No. 618.) ™ ™ 


My Lord, Paris, Aprit 24, 1961 

T IAVE read to M. Thouvenel your Loriship's despatch No. 492 of 
sigiay s date in ruply to one from his Excellency to the Count de Flabscit of 
he 12th instant, relative to tho fate of Said Bey Joublat 

i Thouvencl wid that he mint manta his own reasoning es to the 
{fnctious which had devolved upon the European Commission: wich regard to 
etcals which bad taken place both at Mokhtar and Neyrout Hatin ss 
Pune that it was any part of the attributes of the Commistonees tia toot 
Id atetantence ofthe tibunals. With respect to the intermenton asc oe 
bad exercised at Mokbtara, be recalled to iy recollection that he had done no 
twenty oe mney ts intenpellation of Fuad’ Pasha, who, bad inquired sacks 
he baal replant would satisfy the requirements of the Conuieson enet 
he had replied that it was not numbers that were required, but the punishment 


of one or two tingleaders. He had never interfered fy eco of any particular 
individual, 


Neither, continued M. Thouvenel, had been exercised by the 
French Government nt Coostantindple’ for the DepSeuley cost ‘Subs 
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He had merely expressed the opinion that the whole of the sentences passed at 
a IE 
sg oi Ll al ete he ikl i 

. a Sai Tye Lips mitch, and be then 
wea eel ro aera is 
Read aries Porte = Oreouree” M,-Thouresdl good bumouredly added, of 


fours, I understand that his bead i safe upon hi shoubers” 
Signed) COWLEY. 





No, 82 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. —(Received April 26.) 


(No. 619. (Confidential.) 
My Lord, 
S of the conversation reapecti 
oe tacit Tred se ie 
ali Pasha, he denied in the most sole a oe 
tins itt be had Sar ncmhed ar Henry Balwer that Said Bey's life 
- 


should be spared, 


Paris, April 24, 1861 
ng Said Bey Joublat recorded in 
mitee be ka to wh to expose 


in manner to M. de 


Thave, feo. 
(Signed) COWLEY 


No. 83. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell. (Received April 27.) 

ose Constontinople, April 16, 1861 

wit r cold me that hie life 

VITH respect to Said Bey Joublat, Auli: Pastw hax t a hi Ti 

‘ill geet That ‘tha ay a Turkish ip ‘has pronounced a sentence of 

Eh toe Sulicn’s grace’ eenie be enacted 

Se ire toa Soper ta Foy oe bole aie of in ead ete 

Pronounced, it will be presented to the Sultan with the necessary rec 


‘dations. Thave, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY L, BULWER. 





No. 84, 


Lord A. Loftus to Lord J. Russell —(Reeeived April 
ei Berlin, Aprit 27, 1861 
re TOOK occasion this morning, in convertion (egg eg 
Tear to the course Itely purwued by the Prusslan Comuisioner in oa 
discussion of the sentences to be pase on the Turkish and Drs prisoners 
to hie Excellency var Seesiee or Lat Duiferin No; 91 of the 4th: instant 
= to} E in referring to this question, it was not 
Commissioners, but rather to point out the discrepancy whicl appear a 





in the intentions of the Prussian Government, and the manner in which they 
were apparently carried out by their Agents. 

Unever for a moment doubted the sincerity and anxious desire of the 
Prussian Cabinet to act in concert with Her Majesty's Government, not only on 
questions relating to Oriental policy, but also generally on all questions of 
European interest ; and I was equally convinced that instructions in harmony 
with these intentions were given to the Prussian Representatives abroad. I was 
therefore inclined to believe that the Prussian Agents did not always comply 
With the instructions they received, and that thus occasionally arose an apparent 
contradiction between the instructions of the Government and the course followed 
by their Agents, 

Baron Schleinite stated that in the present instance the question of the 
sentences to be passed on the prisoners at Beyrout was one of conscience, and 
that the course tuken by the Prussian Commissioner was dictated solely by 
conscientious feeling of dity. He had to act the part of a juror, and his decision 
was guided solely by the evidence brought before him ; it was impossible to 
judge these matters at a distance, and each Government must therefore rely on 
the judgment of thelr Agents, 

He need not assure me that he was most desirous of acting in unison with 
Her Majesty's Government, but he must reserve for the Prussian Government 
‘an independence of opinion, 

He felt satistied that on the Oriental question, England, Prussia, and 
Austria would be found, if required, acting together; and for his part, he should 
Not regret that an Oriental question should arise, for he looked to it as the 
means of uniting the three Powers. 

‘As the object I had in view, namely, to impress on Baron Schleinitz the 
desirableness that the Prussian Representative should act in concert with Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, had been guined, I did not wish to 
prolong the discussion, and our conversation then turned to other subjects. 

Thave, &o, 
AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty 


Sir, Foreign Offce, April 29, 1861. 

TAM directed by Lord Joho Russell to state to you, for the information of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that Sir Henry Bulwer, Her Majesty's 
Ambnssador st Constantinople, has been insteucted by telegraph to ask the 
British Admiral to send to Constantinople in a ship of war from Beyrout, 
Lord Datlerin, Her Majesty's Commissioner in Syria, together with any of his 
colleagues, if their presence should be required in the Turkish capital by the 
Representatives of the Great Powers; and I am accordingly to request you to 
move their Lordships to authorize the Admiral to comply with any requisition 
to this effect which he may receive from Sir Henry Bulwer, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





No. 86. 
Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 


(No. 979), 

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, May 1, 1861. 
THAVE recived your Excellency's telegrams of the 26th and 27th of April, 

respecting the oomsion wt hhich bad arisen for the presence at Constant of 

the Commissioners of Syria and I have lost no time in authorizing you a 10 


summon Lord Dofferin, and to arrangements for his conveyance 
n Constantinople. You will be careful, however, to have the 
in attendance at the Dardanelles to receive his Lordship on board, 
and to convey him to Constantinople, as a large ship, on board of which he may 
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be expected to arrive from the coast of Syria, cannot under Treat y 

through the Dardanelles, on tad 

ith reference to the questions to be discussed and settled at Constanti- 

hople after the arrival of the Commissioners, I have to state to your Excellency 

You must on no account agree to the government of the Mountain being 

ntnisted to a single Maronite Governor. Such an arrangement would lead to 

the extermination of the Druses and Mahometans, and the Christians of the 
Greek and other creeds would very probably share the Cae fate. 
am, &e. 

(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 





87. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.— (Received May 1.) 
(So. 641.) 
My Lord, Paris, Aprit 29, 186). 

IN compliance with the insteuctions contained in your Lordship’s despateh 
a 517 of the 26th instant, I have explained to M. Thoavenel the view which 

Majesty's Government ‘take of the itmportant. matters roferred to in two 
Yespatcher addressed by his Excellency to Count Flabault, and communicated 
to your Lordship, respecting the future government of Syria, by reading to him 
‘the instructions whieh, in consequence of those despatebes, your Lordship had 

to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, 

M, Thouvencl expressed himself to be satisfied’ with these instructions, 
fhough he regretted, he ssid, that your Lordship seomed to preclude the 

ion at Constantinople of the possibility of a native Christian Governor 

Of the Lebanon. He admitted, he continued, that there were ‘objections to such 

& domination, but he was persuaded that greater objections would present 

elves to any other arrangement, from the impossibility of finding elsewhere 

‘Christian subject of the Porte fit to be ontrusted with the government of the 

intain. If, however, one could be found who would inspire confidence, he 

ud offer no objection to his appointment ; but 0 Jong us he was satisfied 

this wus an impossibility he should bo in favour of the appointment of a 
ative Prince. 

Your Lordship, M. Thouvenel went on to sa, Ind misnoderstood him, i 
Yu supposed him to have argued that the Maronites required protection against 
the Dinas and other tibes ‘His argament was, that the alae irentng 
the larger roajority of the inhabitants of the Lebanon, the Gavernor should be 
Shoven from among them. That fusctionary ought, in his opinion, to be a 
Maronite, or, nt all events, a member of the Roman Catholic Church, Subse. 
uently his 1 undentood itm rightly, somewhat modied this 
Spittion, and said that he would not object to any Christian who would inspire 

nce, 

He touched upon the question of the Shehabs. He said, thut if the name 
Of that family had been put forward it was because it was the most sumerous 
And most powerful in the Lebanon, numbering above 100 members. Surely 
Meng them some one might be found to whose nomination Her Majesty's 
Goreenment would be willing to agree, but if this could not be there were four 
Sther reat families. Why should not the nomination be by election; the 

ites, Druses, Metualis, and other tribes being represented by Sheiks in 

to their relative numbers? ‘Three names might be proposed, from 
Which the Sultan would have the right of selecting one. He did not make thix 
®54 proposition, but threw it out as a suggestion, 5 . 
sp, With regard to the oppression which your Lordship seemed to fenr for the 
{tibes in a minority by the nomination of a native Chief, M. Thouvencl said that 
‘Hvaruntees might be given to those tribes by the appointment of a Council to 
ist the Governor, in which they should all be.equally represented, however 
reat the disparity of numbers between them, 
ing. These matters, however, said M, Thouvenel, might be discussed at Constan- 
inople, and he had no doubt that the Representatives would come to some 
wing with the Porte, He had no wish, at this distance, to dozmatise, 





and be trusted that your Lordship would allow the question to be examined intoy 
in all its phases, at Constantinople. 
Uhave, &e. 
(Gigned) COWLEY. 


No, 88, 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Napier. 

(No. $5.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Mey 1, 1861. 

HER Mojesty’s Government approve the language made use of by your 
Excellency in the conversation on Syrian affairs with Prince Gortchakotf, of 
which you give « report in your despatch No. 71 of the 18th instant. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 89, 


Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J. Russell —(Reeeived May 3.) 


Damascus, April 19, 1861, 
LOSED I have the honour to transmit far your Lordship's perusal, 
copy, of my despatch of this day's date to Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
the Sublime Porte, giving a list of the presents made by the Freach Government 
arious Mussulmans of Damascus, and reporting on such passing events o§ 

nay be of interest to Her Majesty's Government, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


Tnclosure in No. 89, 
Acting Consut Weeneh to Sir H. Bubeer 


Sir, Damaseus, April 19, 1861 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that M. Outrey, the Fronet 
Consul, is now distributing the following valuable presents sent by the Experot 
Napoleon to various influential Muxsufmans in Damascus, ax an acknowledgment 
of the services rendered by them 'to the Christians during the late outleeak af 
Damaseus: amely to the eldest son of the Emir Abd-el-Kader is presented & 
caxe contaiting w highly ornamental rifle and pair of pistols, worth, I wat 
loformed by M. Outrey, 4000, sterling; to the Emir's second son a pair of pistolé 
with gilt decorations. Mahmoud Effendi Hamzi, an influential Moslem who 
greatly amsisted the Emir during the disturbances, receives a case containing & 
double-barrelled gun mounted in gold; and Said Agha Nouri, one of the chiel 
Moslems of the Meidan quarter, a case containing a short carbine with sword 
hayonet. Along gun made in the Algerine fashion, with el F 
has bees given to Setim Agha Mabaimeh, son of the most 
Meidan. Saleh Agha Mahuineh receives a gold snuff 

curmounted by a crown in brillinnts on the lid, The Algerine Chief Sheriff 

Agha, who conducted to Beyrout the first caravan of Christians with the Prenel 
Lazarist Priests and Sisters of Charity, is presented with a short gun with gilt 
‘ornaments, and Said-el-Kuwetli, for services the exact nature of which 1 have 
not been able t@ leara, is honoured with an emerald ring set round with 
distnovds, M. Outrey informed me that he had previously disteibuted aboot 
33,000 franes, on the part of his Government, to various Algerines nnd others 
recommended by the Emir Abd-el-Kader, to the number of about seventy 
persons, 


Emir has ately seottve! « Masonic decoration in diamonds from the 


Freemasons Lodge of Henri IV of France, with an offer to admit bim to be 


‘tember of the fraternity. 


11 


‘The preparations for the approaching departure of the Hadj pilgrimage to 
Mecca seem almost exclusively to occupy the attention of the authorities at 
‘the present moment, About 7,000 purses (28,0001. sterling) have been received 
from Constantinople for its expenses, and taxes to the amount of about 5,000 
Purses (20,0001. sterling) are now being collected from the villages, which ure 
also »plied to the same object. The number of the pilgrims is as yet 
‘very limited, not more than 150 having up to the present time arrived, by fur 
the greater part of whom came yesterday. The numerous creditors of the 
‘Treasury regard this large expenditure with dissatisfuction, as they had hoped to 
feeeive a portion of their claims from the taxes in question. 

4 levy of 400,000 piastres (9.200% string) has been demanded of the 
town of Damascus, but it ix not known to what purpose the money is to be 


applied. 


on-oflicial element of the various sects, represcnting their present destit 
‘ondition, and begging his Excellency to grant thei some part of the indeanities 
for their losses. About 400,000 piastrox (3,300). sterling) is atill owing by the 
ernment to the millers who supplied flour for the bread distributed to the 
Christians; this distribution ix now to be done away with, and replaced by a 
money allowance per diow. 
Khaled Pasha, who came to Damascus for the feast of the Beira, has now 
Tetumed to Kesweh to resutne the command of the troops in the fic 
Since the arrival of his Exeelleey Fuad Pasha, some Christians havo 
Feturned to Damaxcus; they come for the purpose of settling their business 
affairs. and have not brought their fhmilies, nor, as far as I can learn, do they 
Intend to do so. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "WILLIAM 1, WRENCH. 


— SS ae ee ae 
No. 90. 


‘ Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell (Received! May 3.) 
(No. 95.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, April 20, 1861, 
1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, for your Lordship's perusal, extrnets 
of two despatches which have been addressed to me by Colonel Fraser. from 
us, dated the 16th and 19th instant. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 90. 
Colonel Braser to Lord Dufferin, 


(Bxtmet.) Damasews, April. 16, 1861, 

ip Ti strends within your Lordchip's knowhlge that a caravan of Mabomeden 
Pilgrinis, commonly designated the " Hadj,” annually quits Dunoasous about thix 
‘eason, bound for Mecea by way of the Southern Descrt, ‘The cost to Govern. 
ent of this expedition, for guards, for propitistory presents to Arab tribes, for 
‘amel-hire and supplies of various kinds, averages about 40,000L, per annum ; and 
the jobbery and malversation ordinarily connected with the disbursement of this 
am hax long been a subject of remark on the part of the fgreign agents and 
dhintorested inhabitants of Damascus. It having come to my knowledo that 
‘the number of pilerims for whom it was to incur this enormous expense 
‘6a the present occasion was likely to be very insignificant as compared with 
former years, nob more then twenty individuals having as yet urrived, an adberence 
0 ordinary practice in the present almost desperate state of the public finances, 
land for so disproportionate an object. appeared to me so very objectionable that 
Teli it my duty to bring the subject under the consideration of the Turkish 
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High Commissioner. I had only to appeal to his Excellency’s own good sense 
whether with a local debt of nearly 300,000. sterling, much of it incurred in 
former years on account of this very “ Hadj,” and of which Government state 
themselves unable to pay a piastre at present, with an army to which upwards of 
a year’s pay is due, with the much-needed Christian indemnities unpaid and their 
houses as yet unrepaited, it could be considered justifiable or becoming tospend a 
single farthing not demanded by some pressing public emergency, 1 added that 
if the Government absolutely held it necessary that the pilgrims should leave 
Damascus as part of a religious procession in which the Government should be 
represented, the usual formalities might be fulfilled by permitting the “* Hadj ” 
cavaleade to leave the city with the required ceremonial, afterwards directing the 
pilgrims towards the const, whence they could be sent to Mecca by sea, and at 
comparatively triting expenditure. 

Fuad Pasha heard the remarks I folt it necessary to make, with his usual 
amiability, and replied that for his own part he must admit what hod been said 
to be just and reasonable; he had even himself recommended that 40 lange a aut 
shoul sot be expended under present cireamstances, but hat his propo had 
been over-ruled by the authorities at Constantinople, who attached importance 

naintenance of the usual public ceremonies, and to the passage of the 
adj” in procession through the country ; and in order that there might be no 
excuse for its suppression, they had contrived to transmit from Constantinople the 
um necessary for the parpose, so that he did not feel at liberty to depart from the 
instructions fe had received. ' T could only express my great regret, and assure 
hia Bxoolency that auch an expenditare of the public ands by the Goverameat, 
while the nuinerous just and crying demands upon it were unheeded, could 
hardly fail to produce a very unfavourable impression in Europe and tend 
seriously to prejudice the hope entertained of obtaining aid from that quarter. 

Tam informed that 7,000 purses (28,0001, sterling) nerived from Constanti 

ime ngo, for the expenses of the ‘ Hadj :" but this sum proving far 

it, & further levy of 3,000 parvex (20,0007. sterling) is being made on 
the neighbouring villages for this parposs- At the xame timo not single piastee 
of the fine laid months ago on Damascus by the European Commission as 
indemnity for Ue loses of te Cheatin in the late maser, has hitherto been 
collect 


Inclosure 2 in No. 90, 
Colonel Fraser $0 Lard Dufferin. 


(Exteoet,) ‘Damascus, April 19, 1861. 

L REGRET that, in consequence of temporary indisposition, 1 am unable 
to-day to nddress your Lordship so much at length as I could have desired on 
the results of the Ottoman High Commissioner's vist to. Damascus,” The 
principal points F may, however, shortly refer to, and I trust your Lordship will 
pardon the brevity L must necessarily observe, 

Fuad Pusha arrived at Datoascus during the Moslem fast of “ Ramadan,” 
whieh he immedi to observe, if not with great rigidnens, at leit 
with ostentation, setting aside all business, and proceeding daily to the great 
mosque in « kind of offical state, kissing the hands of the relizious Sheikhs, and 
sponding the greater part of the afternoon within. its walls. In various other 
ways he appeared desirous of conciliating the Moslem element of the cityr 
offended oF rather terrified by his acte on a former visit, 

With regnrd to the foreed impost to have been levied daring the proseat 
visit, nothing bus yet been realized, I have twico remonstrated with his 
Excellency on the delay in this, as well ax on the tardiness which prevents % 
‘commencement beige sede in the re-building of the Christian quarter destroyed 
bic the late rs ere. 

the first case the Pasha excused himself by the impossibility of doing 
durlog " Ramadan and Beirar.” ; 

3 + the slowness of the Council he hay appointed to apportion 
the impost the different quarters of the city, but assures mo their repost 
will be completed. in a day or two, when the fine will be raised at onco. As the 
At sum is Hot lange on, itis not. kely there will be } difficulty ia 
raising it, unless, indeed, the city, as well as the villages, be soverely mvaloted for 
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the expenses of the Hadj, before which, for the present, every other interest 
is forced to give way. His Excellency further states that he has called on the 
Christian communities to form one general Council to superintend the building 
‘operations. ‘There has been difficulty in the formation of this Council, but, as 
thas been nearly overcome, a block of houses from among those of the poorer 
lasses will, in a few days, be selected, upon which a commencement may be 
be made. It is proposed to appoint Christians, both as paid superintendents 
‘and labourers, the Government furnishing all the required material (and 130,000 
trees have been cut to supply timber), and charging the cost to the general 
indemnity-fund, instead oe ‘now paying it over to the particular owner of a 


Tho country, which was in an unsettled condition before his. Excelleney's 
Arrival, has now quieted down, and confidence has been inspired in the city by 
his presence. Some thirty principal Christians have retarned from Beyrout, 


‘but these have been attracted in the hope of receiving payment of their claims 
a the local treasury, ws the taxes of the province are collected at this season 
for 


have been sent to the villages to collect as much specie ws possible 

Had), the army, and other instant demands upon the Government, but 
from what Tcan learn there is no thought of paying any claims against the 
treasury. Indeed, so utterly inadequate are the funds occasionally falling into 
Fuad Pasha’s hands to meet the numerous demands upon itn, that on cach 
Sccasion when I visit him on business he assures aye that all other questions are 
ow versed in the vital one of money, Whence is monoy to bo obtained? As 
ithout an extraneous supply it will be quite sexponile to go on, 

His tas complet his consideration af the projet for the 
reorgunization of Lebanon submitted to him by the Buropean Commission, 
This document, with such remarks nx tho Pasha thought it necessary to. make, 
Was transmitted to Constantinople last evening, a copy of the latter having been 
forwarded at the same time to the Commissioners 

‘A Christian having most wafertusately been killed at Sidon by the discharge 
Of a picce of artillery fired by Turkish soldiors during the salutes attending the 
Beirum, his Excellency has dispatched Colonel Gessler (@ Prussian instructor 
Of artillery in the Turkish service), with the Chief his own Staff, Foik Boy, to 
make a searching and public inquiry on the spot into the nature of this untoward 
‘Oreurrence, and the extreme penalty of the law will be inflicted on the soldier 
‘Or soldiers concerned should there be any proof or premeditation on their part. 

‘The dunion of his Brcdlleneys sat Damascus is uncertain, but he 
anticipates receiving letters from Constantinople within a week, in reply to the 
Pleat rec Nhe Druve. Chiefs and ‘Turkish oficinls imprisoned. at 
Beyrout, which will, probably, decide his movements. = 


No. 91 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Rursell—(Recrived May 3.) 
(No, 96.) 
My Lord, Beyrovt, Aprit 21, 1861 
THAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, copies of 
‘threo despatches I have received from Licutenant-Colonel Burnaby, two on the 
subject of the late aifair at Sidon, and the other on that of General de Beaufort's 
Minit to the Kearouan. By n reference to the latter your Lordship will perecive 
that General de Beaufort even. went so fir as to. tell Colonel Burnaby that had 
‘Tannus Sabin been arrested “ he wonld have arched with 200 French troopers 
10 release hit.” Repent 
se Kee 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 91. 
Colonel Burnaby to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Beyrout, April 13, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the Sth instant 
General de Beaufort, accompanied by his Sta!’ and by M. Sheffer, the Frenelt 
Diplomatic Agent, went tour through the Kesrouan and paid a visit to the 
Latin Patriarch 

Tt was thero arranged that it would be for the interests of France that 
‘Tannoos Shabin, the rebel who headed the insurrection of that district in 1858, 

ind drove therefroma its feudal lords, the Sheikhs of Khazin, and afterwards fired 
upon and dofeated the Turkish forces sent to assist the Kaimakom to restore 
onier, andl who for the last two years bax remained supreme in power, should, it 
possible, be protected by French influence. 

Your Lordship ix aware there is reason to believe that the Latin Patriarch 
nd the French Consul-General wero instrumental in unging Tannoos Shahin 10 
‘wage the insurrection in question, and that it was for this insurrection the large 
supplies of arma into Syria were imported 

‘The foudal lords thus expalsed claimed the protection of England in retura 
for the services they had rendered it in driving the Egyptians from the Lebanoo 
in 1840, but thele reinstalment to this day unfortunately his. been unable to DS 
obtained; Tannoos Shahin defying not only: the Kaimakamn's interforence, but 
likewise that of the Porte. 

‘The present Kaimakam (Yusef Keram) had lately gone into the Kesrouns 
to bring things to order and to demand the payment of usxes, but his entry was 
disputed ond his troops fired upon. ‘The Raimakam, however, was auccersful it 
munintaining his footiug, although the rebel escaped him. 

Such was the state of things when General de Beaufort » few days since 
visited the Kesrouan. It was arranged that Tannoos Shahin should, ax it were, 
accidentally meet General de Beaufort in his journey through the district, ‘This 
being effected General de Beaufort caused him to accompany hin to Antura, 
whither he was proceeding. ond sent a messenger to request the atte 
the Kaimakam, who, ot arrival, was much surprised to sce before hi 
ho bad instructions to approhend. General de Beaufort taking the initiat 
this mecting stated that he had brought Tunnoos Shahin under the protection of 

‘auice to oiler his obedience to the Kaimakam in consideration of his past 
couduct being overlooked, and his heneeforward promising to assist the Kaimakam 
arding all matters be might have in view, 

L learot that Genernl de Beaufort was about to urge Ahmet Pasha to treat 
indulgently the past, and not arrest him, so [called upon Ahmet Pasha and 
informed him of there proceedings ; and whilst T was with him the Commandant 
Cones ursived with the General's inateuctions to put forward Tannoos Shahin's 
innocence, saying: he had promised him the protection of France, and that by the 
reconciliation between him and the Kaimakam be had brought about what 
Turkey had pot been able to do in two years. ‘The Pasha felt it necessary t0 
throw such a demand aside, more especially as 1 was able to inform him of the 
Tull particulars relative to the conduet the rebel bad displayed, and the probable 
source from which it emanated, both of which left him in no doubt as to the evil 
of suffering #0 dangerous an element in » country yet unrecovered of ite disorgani 
zation 

T subsequently sav General de Beaufort, and gave him to understand that 
the conduct of Tonnoos Shahin was too well known to admit of doubts of hit 
guilt. He differed, he suid, and told me that had Abmet Pusha arrested) him 
iter he had promised him the protection of France that he would have aetit 
200 soldiers to release him. 

fannoos Shahin is now at large, und from the accounts I receive he is 
contlouing his former conduct by infusing disaffection into the minds of the 
people, 

‘The second day after this occurrence the Kaliakaon came to Beyrout 10 
veok the dvice of Alimet Pasha; when a rumour arose that he had been pat 
under arrest by General de Beaufort, which on being found false gave rise t@ 
great demonstrations amongst his soldiers, whom be had left at his bead 
quarters at Djuni, in Keeping up a continuous fire of musketey during the fore 


Portion of the night, which wus seen from Her Majesty's flax-ship at Beyrout, 
fl at the time gave rise to alarm as to its cause, of which the Kaimakan, 
himself informed me a few days since. 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) ” EDWYN S. BURNABY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 91. 
Colonel Burnaby to Lord Dufferin, 


My Lord, Bryrout, April 1 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 12th i 
Feceived intelligence that during the ‘previous day at Sidon, when the 
Earrison of x small fort wore firing a salute in recognition ‘of the Mahometan 
feast of the Beimm, a Christian was killed by a grape-shot discharged from one 
@F the picces in the fort 

Timmedintely called upoo Ahmet Pasha, the Governot of the Province of 
Sidon, who informed me that he had received similar intelligence. 1 urged 
pon him the necessity of taking ygompt and determined steps to bring. the 
Matter to an issue, 

Being dexirouy of learning the whole cireutmstances connected with this 
Mihir, I proceeded myself to Sidon to investigate the matter, and ascertaln if the 
eect was premeditated, nnd, if so, whether it emanated rom fanatical motives 

On say arrival ut Sidon I found Her Majesty's ship“ Revown," Captain 
th Forbes, nd arrived, having beon ordered to proceed thither by Admiral 

andy, 

F was informed by the Governor of Sidon (Atim Pusha) that an inquiry 

eon mace on the 12th and 13th instant, at which it was proved that the 
Strath of the Christian Tannoox Manassa (onder Russinn Consular protection) 
Was caused by a grape-shot, which was exteacted from his body, and which had 

discharged from a gun in a small fort brought to bear upon a bridge close 

Wy, where the decowsed and several other Christians were standing that the 
Prison of the said fort was and had been solely composed of four Moslem 
Mitillerymen, who had cach assisted the other in making of ramming home the 
Mad, nid that no one else had had access to:the fort, Sa 
The inquiry was resumed of the 14th instant, for the yrurpose of discovering 
one or all the four artillerymen were concerned in knowingly having londed 
the gun with grape. 

Whe Medfia: wotble to exect ang-confoson tending to individualize’ any 
‘ne of them more than the other, eame to the following tinding, of which the 

lowing is the purport >— 

‘That inasmuch as cock of the four individuals persisted in denying that he 
Fes concernes), ond whereas it had been proved that the death of Tonnoos 

latasia was caused by a grape-shot discharged from a gun which they alone 
tanned, and not believing that any one person would permit others innocent 
Of the crime to be punished if he himself only had committed it, the Medjlis, 
foro, found all four guilty; but, however, decided that they be brought together 
Abd bo made clearly to understand the finding, and that in the event of their 
then individualizing any particular perpetrator, the matter should be muti 
fvesticated ; otherwise, that the four should continue to be considered axsorintes 
in crime. ¥ 

On this finding being communicated to them, they all persisted itt declaring 

knew nothing. , 

‘The Medjlis, abiding by its finding, sent the proceedings of the inquiry. the 

thot extracted from the deceased, and another found near the gun, together 
With the four artillerymen under escort, to Beyrout. 

Aftcr doe investigation of the ease, I, myself, cane tu the conclusion that 
the deod bears signs of premeditation, which I adduce from the following 

Tvisited the gun, and found it bd been aid for a very 1oxg time in a 
different direetion ; the weather-beaten stones on which it rested bearing proof 

reof, as well as recent marks of its having been moved heavily alohg the 

to bear upon the spot in questio 
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was the only one where its fire was sure to do mischief; that, as the wad was 
made by three of the artillerymen, and then placed in the hands of the fourth to 
be rammed down, it must have been imposible, however carelessly that they 
had made it, to have put grape in without knowing it; that in the magazine 
the grape is kept loose ; that easy access may be had to it, the lock of its door 
being out of repair, and being habitually opened by a crooked nail. 

‘On my return to Beyrout I called on Ahmed Pasha to inquire his opinion, 
and what was the nature of the sentence he intended to award: if it rested with 

he said, he should immediately execute the men, but as it did not, he 
should send the matter for Fund Pasha’s decision to Damascus. 

Judging it expedient that a prompt issue should be effected, I have decided 
to ride myself to Damascus, with the proceedings of the trial, and deliver them 

ad P 

Thave, &e. 
(Sinned) EDWYN S. BURNABY. 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 91. 
Colonel Burnaby to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Damaseus, April 17, 1861. 

L HAVE tho honour to inform your Lordship that T arrived here yesterdays 
‘and delivered to Fuad Pasha the proceedings of the trial of the four artillerymea 
‘of Sidou, together with the opinion of the Council assembled wt Beyrout as t® 
thelr sentence 

Seving the necessity that the same mail which conveyed to Europe the 
account of the occurrence might also announce that the affair lad met with its 
qulkeunt, 1 judged it expedient to exercise all speed to obtain the issue of 
the case, 

Fund Pasha, after perusing the opinion of the Council, informed me that, 
tho deed not hinving, according to their view, boen premeditately committed, it 
punishment, according to the Ottoman Code of Laws, only provided an award 
from six mouths to two years” imprisonment, 

T observed that whilst Abmed Pasha had attached his seal to this view he 
had stated his opinion to me to be different, as I informed your Lordsbip in my 
despatch of the L5th instant, 

Fuad Pasha appeared to be satisfied with the opinion of the Council, but 
said he should peruse the trial with eare,and come himself to a decision hereafter. 

‘Thia day be has sent to inform me that he bas directed a fresh Council # 
assemble at Sidon to reinvestigate the affair. 

T bave, &e 
(Signed) EDWYN S. BURNABY. 


——— 
No. 92. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Received May 3.) 
(No. 97.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, April 20, 1861. 
IT HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordships information, » list of 
rounders recently committed in the Mountain. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure in No. 92. 
List of Murders recently committed in Mount Lebanon. 


1. A Christian murdered in Wady Sit, near Deir-el-Kamar, and his house 
londered on the 11th April. He was a tonant of the Meshakas. A Druse of 
‘efr Nabrakh is accused of the murder. It is said be has been arrested. 

2, Antonios Farbat, found murdered at Mudik. Gadub Abu Milhib, 

Christian of Mubrci, is suspected of the crime. 

‘3. A Mahometan of Burjcin, named Ali Tame, killed near that village 
by the sons of Nasif-cl-Hadad, Christians ‘of the same village. Four bullets 
were found in his body, and two sword-cuts in his face. 

4. A Druse found murdered in the Gharb; he was coming to the plain to 
see the sheop he had there : his body was discovered at Ain Derfél; the murderer 
unknown 

5. A murdered man was found near Khan Aba Dakkan, between Ain Sofar 
‘and Khan Roveitat ; has not been identified. 

6, On Friday & Druse of Maaser was killed in Butrue, and cast into a deep 
well called Hawot Sadaka, ‘The murder was discovered by the skull-cap (fez or 
furbush) being found containing seven cuts and covered with blood ; the traces of 
blood were followed to the well, where the body was found. 


ee ee 


No. 9, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Reeeived May 33.) 
(No. 98.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, April 20, 1861 
1 HAVE the honour to inclose copy of n despatch which I have received 
from Major Herman, Her Majesty's Agent and ConsulGenoral at Tripoli o 
Barbary, reporting the arrival at that place of the Druse exiles. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure in No. 93. 
Consul-General Herman to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, ‘Tripoli, April 5, 1861 
BY the Ottoman corvette “Ismir” I had the honour to receive, two days 
‘ago, your Lordship's despatch (with two inclosures) of the 24th ultimo. 
he people she brought, 260 in number, were immediately disembarked, and 
fare at. present quartered in a lange barrack. ‘The Governor-General, who was 
formerly Governor of Sidon, told mo yesterday that several of them wore 
erly in his service 
‘Such ulterior measures as his Excellency may adopt for their treatment and 
safe keeping shall in due course be reported to your Lordship. 
Thave, Ke 
(Signed) G. F, HERMAN. 


EE 


No, 94. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell (Received May 3.) 


(No. 99.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, April 21, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith for your Lordship's information a 
‘copy of a memorandum taken down by Mr. Rogers, from the dictation of « 














tvedical offcer in the Turkish service. This gentleman is of the Jewish per 
suasion, and of a very respectable family, and there i no 
{usson, and of a very respectable family, and there i uo reason to. doubt 
__Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


a ee 
Tnclosure in No. 4. 


Memorandum. 


DR. J.P, arrived ia 


the bodies of 'S parts of the city, in the 


za, 4 ay gates; had been hung during the 
night Ar noon of the same day tho criminals who had been je ta the 
esque of Sultan Selim, numbering 11 people, were led out (with their anna 
Pinjoned behind their back, and all tied together) by an escort of two battalions 
of Riflemen of the Imperial Guard: On their arrival at the place called “ Grook 
about ten minutes’ walk from the above.named masque, they stopped, 

snd. Spek vp fa keg food tled agethirs and five minutes were accorded 

1 them for giving the last directions ubout their farnilies, and for proparat 
for dently (their relations, women and children, who thud followed aaa vik 
provisions and driak from the place of their imprisonment, were not allowed 10 
wppwoach nen the Greek Meidan), 

4 ing prepared, their hands were untied, and the two battalions of 
Riflemen were drawn up at the distance of about fiftoon paces from the pe 
oH opposite to them. The General (Kbalid Pasha) gave the signal to fire; @ 
a ley was discharged, and most of the condemned fell dead ; the others, about 

in number, remained standing, having been missed, or haying been merely 
wounded in thelr Hibs. Tt was therefore necomary to fre « sccond time to 
Kill thes, After this second discharge, when all the condemued criminals bad 


fallen, the General inquired for w doctor, that their boviw might be 

lest. ay of therm should be atl alive. The above-named Ded, Feet 
hieovelt and exomlaed the bodies; he pointed out a wore let a 
Tho General onered that these should be dispatched, which was done by 8 


30 who were atill alive, 
detact who rode up to them and discharged thele putole 
te tho General was satred that all were ead he rad sth the 
soldiers, leaving only a small detachment of Cavalry on the grou] to watch the 
rodies, |The families of the deceased were then allowed to come forward: they 
sought for their bodies, and carried then away, some on theit backs, others of 
Mesos on “sup” animals, ¢ 

_ Amongst the eriminals were two (one of wham was a negro) who, takin 
Adenotage of the son Aaceeeded in elemsing cach oiler’, bends, a 
having thrown offal clothing which might tend! to impede their progrem, they 
cilscted their exape, but.a bigh wall interrupted theie progress, and they were 
‘ollawed by two Cavalry oficers, who cut them down with ther swords’ The 
negro, although struck on the: head, was not injured. by the first blow, and the 
second blow, although it killed him, broke the soldier's sword in two piece 
hoadloreover, Dr. J. K, states that Ahined, the late Governor of Damascus, a 
whose execution he was prosent, bad died bravely; that lie had calmly sal his 
prayers on the plice of exeention, and asked to have his hands and eves free, 

this mequeat wax not granted: his arms were piasioned and bis eyes bondaged 


Ml he fll ead upon the frat volley discharged. “The spectators wept at thik 





No. 95. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 3.) 
(No. 100.) 
My Lord, Begrout, April 21, 1861 
L HAVE the honour to-inclose, for your Lordship’s information, copies of 
further despatches which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Embassy at Constun 
Yinople 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) Du RIN AND CLANEBOYE 
~ 


Inclosure 1 in No. 95. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H Bulwer 


‘Sir, Beyrout. April 19, 1861. 


HAVING been apprised by Colonel Fraser, who is now in Damascus, that 
it was out of the question to expect that Fuad Pasha would make his promisod 
communication to the Comunissioners respecting their project for the rorga- 
hisation of the Mountain until after the Boiram, and there being no other 
business to occupy our attention, I determined to take advantage of the interval, 
to pay a visit to ‘Tyre and Sidon, and one or two othor localities 1 was anxio 
fo inspect, requesting Mr. Consul Moore to keep your Excellency informed. of 
aay cvents which might occur during my absence. 

‘The result of my trip is embodied in the accompanying memorandum drawn 
up by Mr. Rogers, who accompanied ine, and to whow knowledge of the country 
‘and of the language I have been mach indebted. 

‘Ax your Excellency will perceive, the chiof subject which occupied our 
attention was the condition of the refugees (rom Hasbeya and Rasheya, now 
Congregated to the amount of about 4,000 persons at ‘Tyre aud Sidon, 

Of this destitute multitude a large proportion ‘consists of women and 
children, whose male relations have been butchered, ‘Their eondition, as may be 
itmagined, is very lamentable, and it ix equally to the disadvantage of the Govern- 
‘mont and of themselves that they should romain ia their present state, As fir 
‘| was able to jadgo from the conversation of some of the most respectable of 
the number, 1 an inolioed to think the suajority would wish to retarn home, but 

‘are unwilling to do so at proswnt from sheer fright. [tis also probable that 

Bishops and their other advisers may have discouraged uch an idea from 
Political motives; they are almost all members of the Orthodox Greek Church, 
‘aud the Russian Commissioner has always evinced « strong dexite to locate them 
Within the precincts of the Mountain, Such a transfer would of course be more 
dificult if they were resettled in their ancient homes, but by keeping them where 
they now are, it will be cusier to make good their claims to the consideration of 
Kurope. Nevertheless, I atn inclined to think that if the Goverament wero to 
Pay them an indemnity, oF to rebuild their houses, it would not be impossible to 
Petvuade them to go back. 

Unfortunately Fuad Pasha is not in a position to afford them either of these 

ents, and the natural abhorrence they feel to tive axsong @ population at 
‘hose hands they have endured such crucl treatment, predominates for the 
Moment over every other feeling. 

‘They consequently remain helpless dependents on the public purse. 

It ie my intention on the earliest opportunity to go over to Rasheya and 
and ascertain, by an on of the localities, what arrangements it 

Will be tnost suitable to make for them, 
Tain happy to be able to add that during the course of my journey I heard 
n all sides the most hopeful accounts of the harvest : not only is the crop likely 
ove mast bountifal, but in the plains of Shaaron and of Eedraclon, as well 
ein the Haran, a greterbrexdth of tad is-ander cultivation than fis been 

he cxue for years 





‘The lately appointed Poabas and Mudirs, atthe places 1 stopped at, seemed 
to me, as far as 1 conld ascertain, to be giving general satisfaction, 
Thave, Xe, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


P.S.—Abro Efendi has just informed me that he received last night Fuad 
Pasha’s long-expected remarks on our plan for the re-organization of the Mountain. 
A mecting is to be held on Monday, at which they are to be officially communi 
cated to us, 


Se Inclosure 


Memoranidumm by Consul Rogers on the State of the Refugees at Tyre and Sidon, 


ON arriving at Tyre the Mudir came to visit us, and stated that he had 
been appointed only about a fortnight ago; that on his arrival he immediately 
visited the refugees, about 2,000 in number, and atteaded to their wants, 
borrowing money to pay them the Government allowance, there being no cash 
in tho Treowury. 

On repairing to the magazines where the refugees are lodging, they wore 
seen to be in very uncomfortable apartments, insufficiently ventilated ; many of 
thom were sleeping on the bare floor, and all’ in too ‘state: still their 
general health appeared to be good. Many had died of fight and fatigue on 
their first arrival, but for the last fow months they had beon free trom epidemic 
‘or any other malady. ‘They were in the receipt of 30 paras per day for each 
individual, about twentyefive days’ allowance being still due to them. On the 
arrival of the new Mudir twenty days’ allowance was due to them ; he had paid 
them for ten days. ‘They spoke in terms of seatitude for the relief afforded 
them by the Anglo-American Committee, and for the credit given them in their 
distress by certain merchants of ‘Tyre, auch ax M. Bulos Halla) and others, who: 
had advanced wheat and other commodities to them when no cash was forthe 
coming from the Govornmont Troasury, Ou being questioned, they replied that 
it would be impossible for them to return to their villages until the Dranes were 
punished for the massaeres, for these would persecute them afrush unless a good 
and severe example were madle 

On arriving at Sidon on the 17th about 2,000 rofligees: from 
Hasbeya and Rasheya were found living in tents on the sea-shore ; they are 
chielly of the Orthodox Greek community. We visited the encampment and 
entered mony of the tents, whieh although small are made to contain, on an 
average, aboot nine individaals each, Amongst these refugees is a sadly lange 
Proportion of widows and orphans: they have not received the Government 
lowance for. twenty-sven Aye, The womnec were load in theis demand fo 

|, scream eating their breasts in their eagerness, and begsing that 
the blood of thee relations tight be avenged a 

In order to arrive at a tore correct statement of facts, and to be able to 
form a general iden of the state of feeling prevailing amongst the refugee, 
Lond Datferin sent for twelve of the more respectable mex, whom he invited one 
by ono into his tent, when they were questioned individually. ‘The majority of 
the inhabitants of Hasbeya and Rasheya are landowners and many of them were 
also articans and’ petty tradesmen, some of them employing tenants for’ the 
working of their lands. 

‘The prevailing feeling seemed to be that they coukl not return to their 
district unless n severe exumple were shown to the Druses for the massacres 
perpetrated by them; that they would be willing, nay, oven desirous; of 
Tetumning, as soon as they were nssured that secunty for life and property 
Feestublished ; that they would follow the advice ziven to them by the European 
Comsnission as to their return to their villages upon their being assured of 
protection ; that they would naturally be more quict under a Christian Governor 
than under a Druse or Moslem; but that the appointment of a Sbekab as 
Govertor-General or Kairukain would produce « state of things which would 
fend in the utter ruin of Mount Lebanon—that family having beought about all 
the existing evil. And although they said they would be willing to change theit 
Place of residence on equivalent property being accorded to them eleewbere, it 


Was ovident that they {clt a lingering desire to return to Hasbeya, and that they 
would not be easily sutisfied anywhere away from the neighbourhood in which 
they were ad nurtured, 

“On visiting the district called Aklim Karoob, which is bounded on the 
orth by the Menassif, on the south by Aklim Jezzin and Aklim Taffab, and on 
‘the east by the Shoof, containing « popolation of 4,250 Moslems and Metualis, 
2000 Greek Catholics and 1,000 Maronites, it was found that a large portion 
‘of the land belonged to the Druses of Mount Lebanon, though there are no 

actually residing in the said district; their Tands are cultivated by 
Moslem and Christian tenants, who supply the grain for sced and other neces- 
Saties, and give one-third of the harvest to the landlord. Of the trees, such ws 
lives and mulberries, one-half of their produce is given to the landlord, 
half is appropriated by the tenant for his care of them. “These Christians wt 
vextioned replicd, that they were content with the Druse landlords, but would 
‘atarally to be under Christian landlords. They complained, however, 
that the Druses never paid taxes for their share of the harvest which they were 
bound and even promised to do, but that they leave their share of the taxation 
4% i debt against the village due to the Government, A. similar report wan 
tude by the Moslem tenants, who added, that they lived in perfect amity with 
the Christians; that they knew nothing’ of Turkish rule, having beon always 
Subject to Druse domination, so were not competent to give an opinion as to 
‘hether the Moslems would be more equitable governors than the Druses. 


E. T. ROGERS. 
Beyrout, Aprit 21, 1861, 


Inclomure 3 in No. 95. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Buber. 


Sir, Beyrout, April 20, 1861. 

MR. CONSUL MOORE: hns informed your Excellency of the untowanl 
vent which has occurred at 

‘As was to be expeoted, those persons who are unifhvournbly disposed 
towards the Turkish Goveroment are finaly persunded that the gun was | 

fanatical voldiery with the express intention of killing ox many Christians nx 

1K happen to be in the line of fire; but after a careful examination of the 

§pot and of the cireamstances connected with the occurrence, 1 an uanble to 
Persuade mysolf that such hax been the case. ‘ 

It is certainly possible that, ina fit of brutal stupidity, ane of tho gunners 
Hay have knowingly rammed a grapesbot down the gun, but it could scarcely 
Mave been with tho view of shooting any particular Christion who should by 

present himself at balfspast 6 ia the morning within the limited range 
the position of the piece afforded. On the whole, it seems more reasonable to 
onsider it as an accident, the shot in question being of sufficiently small dimen- 
sions to allow of the supposition that it was concealed in the handful of cloth 
id rags taken up to form the wad. However this may be, no fault oan 
be found with the a which the Turkish Government have taken the 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 95, 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, April 20, 186%. 

IN a previous despatch I had the honour to inform your Excelleney that 
the Christian Kaimakam. Joseph Keram, had at last succceded in re-establishing 
hie supremacy in those tits of the Kesrouan which have been forthe last tw 
years triumphantly held, in opposition to all legal authority, by tho insungeat 
blacksmith Tannous Shaheen, a rudian of the most despicable character, the 
‘author of several murders, and one of the chief promoters of the late disturbances: 
Bron d acer tes circumstances, your Excellency will doubtless have beet 

tonished to learn that such au individual should have found « patron and 

protector in the person of the French General, M. de Beaufort. Yet this seems 
undoubtedly to bavo been the ease, and the report conveyed to your Excellency 
by Mr. Moore in his lato despatch turns out to be oaly too true, Not only has 
the French General extended to this vagabond his coantenance and support, but 
ho has eren condescended to make considerable though ineffectual exertions 
to re-establish hin in his former position, nnd has not disdained by hie personel 
interposition to fore « reconciliation between hiew and the Kainakar. How 
fr these efforts have becn attended with success will be suflciently scen by & 
perusal of the inclosed account which Keram his given Mr. Moore of the 
Genotal’s proceedings 

When it is remembered that ‘Tannous Shaheen is a rebel 
aand that Joseph Keram has reecived a positive onder from his 
effect his arrest, it ix difficult to imagine on what plea the C 
army sent to the support of that Government cxn be justified in setting ite 
authority at defiance in so flagrant and useless « manner. 

‘The conduct of the Christian Kaimakam seems to have been most praise- 
worthy, and ho deserves infinite oredit for the firmness with which be has 
withstood. the solicitations of any one clothed with the majesty which, to the 


‘ye of the natives of this county, suroond the person of a French General 


Before concluding, 1 would wish to record my sense of the judgment and 
tact which have characterized Mr. Moore's conduct on the various occasions he 
has been in cowmunication with Josoph Keram. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inolosure 3 in No. 95. 


Statement mace by Youssef Bey Keram, at a Conrersution with Mr. Moore, 
April 1%, 1861 


A SHORT timo ago M. Fehym, the Interpreter of General Beaufort, came 
to Bekfoya in the Kesrounn, and Commented with the notables, He received 
from them 1 petition pening for the suipension of the collection of the mi 
which he promised would be supported. He then informed them, on the pat 
of his Chief, that the French Government had decided upon placitig a Shehaby m+ 
Governor of the Mountain. He wished to discover what their sentiments wert 
and he found that they leaned most to Youssef Bey, who, they said, bad done 
nothing to offend them, A discursion ensued, in the course of which he told 
‘them that Youssef Bey was only acting temporarily, and as a stepping-stone {9 
the other arrangement; that they would do well not to pay attention to his orders, 
for the real ruler would be aStebab. for such were the wishes of his Government i 
and he named Emir Mojid Shehab as the future Governor, Nevertheless, they 
Persisted in their views, and he went away without having been able to wea! 
them therefrom. ‘The notables then eame to Youssef Bey, ond told. him what 
had passed : he replied that he had no desire foe the office, and that they should 
consult their own fatereats; fo which they anewored that they had not forgotten 
tthe conduct of the Shehabs, and went away of the some mind. 

Soon afterwards Tanios Shaheen openly declared his insubordination, and 
drove away the officers sont to collect the miri. As Youssef Bey hivd no force of 
the part of the Government he proceeded cautiously ; he summoned the notables 


of the Kesrouan, and talked with them against: ranging theinselves on the side 
ofthe insurgents. They professed perfect devotedness and submission to him. 
In onder to test their sincerity he required of them to pay and collect the mivi: 
they at once proceeded to collect from different places, and paid in a considerable 
fun. He then felt confident of their good fhit, with the exception of tho 
faction of Tanios Shaheen, whom he determined to suppress. Accompanied by 
his followers and some others, he proceeded to Ashkoot to enforce the payment 
ff the miri from the recusaats, and to punish them should thoy rexist. On 
reaching the place he was met with arms by the inhabitants, who tired upon 
him. He then attacked them : some he seized, and others fled. He punished 
Some, and relensed others ; and put a few in prison, He then took possession 
of the house of Tanios Shaheen, and remaitied three days there, receiving sums 
to the account of the miri, On his return he called-at the Patriarch’, He 
there learnt of a letter addressed to his Eminence by General Beaufort, infor 
him that bis Government had decided for a Shebab to rule the Mountain, and 
inviting him to advise Youssef Bey, who was only acting temporarily, to. dosint 
i present course, in order not. to give rise to disorders and difficulties. 
Youssof Bey told the Patriarch that the General had from the commencement 
him, and wished to discredit him, and to carry out ulterior designs at 
his expense, to which he would not lend himself, or submit ; that he was very 
much annoyed at the conduct of the General towards him, acousing him. (Kerum) 
Of favouring the views of the Turks and English who desired to keop the 
Mountain under Turkish denomination, whereas Fratice has determined upon 
nother arrangement for the good of the country. Youssef Bey denied the truth 
‘Of the acctisation’s he did not eare for office, but he would not disgrace hitase 
nor would he, in the interest of tranquillity, submit eusily to the rule of th 
Shehabs (not with a view to preserve office, Which he preferred to resign, but 
for the general welfare) unless they were supported by a French force, which he 
ould do nothing against ; otherwise he would destroy: them, Patriarch 
exhorted him not to act with precipitation, and they parted without having 
Agreed. 

‘On his return he wrote a letter to the Patriarch, embodying the views } 
had expremed at the interview, and authorizing hin to give it publicity, and 
Tequested an answer 

"The Patriarch wns greatly perplexed, and fell U1. Keram, theroapon, gain, 
Visited him, but maintained his position, but promised to progeed with modern- 
tion, and departed. Soon afterwards he heard of the nerival of the Freach 
General at the Pattarch's: he had been advised fr 
the General, but he did not do so. 

Youssef Bey received af invitation to repale to the Patriarch’s ; he excuse 
himsolf at first, but went ot tho pressing invitation of the General, but behaved 
Soldly to him, " After breakfasting together he wished to go, but they kept hin 
to spend the night. In the evening, several Freich Colonels, attending on the 
General, came to his room. They held Janguago,to hin calculated to intimidate 
Him ns to the consequences of his refusal to adhere to the wishes of the General, 

n reply, he complained of the treatment he had received, and ended by declining 
to ally himself with the General with reference to the Shehabs ‘They ssid, 
“You must choose one of two courses either to. side with the Turks and the 
Engtish, who wish to keop the Mountain in subjection, to. the Turks, of with 
France, who had resolved upon the independence of the. Christiana of the 
Mountain,” Youssof Bey answered that he had another course open to him, 
Which he preferred, namely, to resign and remain neutral, The discussion was 
Jong and warm, but he stood finn; he held language in the same sense to the 
General, who on the following day left for Bremmar. 

‘The Bey predicted that the General vas going to Tanios Shaheen, but t 
would not believe him, Soon after he received a mewmgo from the General to 
Join him at Antoura, and heard that Tanios Shaheen was with him: he demurred 
About going until the Patriarob sent him word to do 40, when he went. ‘The 
General spake to him about Tanios Shaheen, who, he said, bad met him on the 
oad and fmplorsd his protection ; that he was a poor wretch, and that he wished 
Youssef Bey to pardon bim. Youssef Bey said that vas impossible, as, npart 

the personal question between. them, there were all Kinds of hanges and 
slams against im. ; 

‘The General then said that he wished Youssef Bey to forgive hilin only as 

R 





tot 


regarded himself personally, and to restore him his property. Keram answered 
that to please the Generale would forgive him ato the Personal lence, Dot 
that he could not consent to restore him his property, as it would be said that 
the General had coerced him, inasmuch as it was reported that he, the General, 
hd come expresly for the purpose, This the General denied, and pleaded that 
i wie all purely aocic ‘The General wi tisfi q i 

agit es ral was satistied, and Tanois Shaheen 
‘The General then departed, after enjoining upon Shaheen to - 
The lator accompanied Gener Beaufort an far'ar the Dog tirse ood then 
retuned to Djouni, where he found Tanios Shaheen. He gave him to under- 
‘stand that this time he forgave him his delinquencies as far as regurded himself 
personally, but that the charges and claims that may be brought aguinst him by 
others would have to be inquired into judicially ; in the meantime, he was {0 
quit the Kescouan, and to beware how he acted for the future. 


Inclosure 6 in No, 95, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, Aprit 20, 186). 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Excellency’s information, @ 
ony of a Cyereg made by Youssef Keram to Mr. Consul Moore, 
noun fact that the A to Patriarch hus refi i 
iipersaShos Sok em lo ee te patie 

I have, ke. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 95, 
‘The Secretary of Yousef Bey Keram to Consul-General Moore, 


(Tranalation.) 
ON Thursday last Colonel Ceres caine to Bkerké, 
obese by Awad seal 7 they arrived in the eemet ie pee 
wi em A petition from at, po (or e SI 
bene aces yrout, praying for one of the Shehab Emirs to 
‘Their intention is to induce the Patriarch to sign the petition. Yousof 
Kerum, on leaning the object of their vit sont inmediately » conden 
ut to his Eminence for the purpose of inquiring the truth, and whether bis 
Etninence had the petition or not, intimating, at the same time, that in 
caso of his yielding to thete wish, it will be impossible for him to remain sileat 
and let matters go according to ‘their wishes, oF allow them to carry out their 
designs by getting the petition signed in the Mountain, and that these proceed 
ings will compel hin to take measures to thwart theie plan 
‘The Patriarch refused to sign the petition, notwithstanding the 
demands of the French Agents, and this ix positive, It ix auid that they went 
hance to the Mets, to gt the pttion signed by the people ofthat part of the 
Pray bring tho contents of this to the notice of the C 5 ti 
ho might think proper to send notice to. the Druses and Criatans ithe Meta 
Teapecting those matters. This point I leave to your judgment 


Inclosure 8 in No. 95 


Lavi Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 

Si, 
i Beyrout, Aprit 20, 1861. 

= 1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that at this moment the 

Moun 1 eleedon, meaare resembles an English county a few days previous we 

= general election. From one end to the other, French emissanes, French 


officers, and French partizans, are moving from place to place, calling upon the 
‘inhabitants, Druse and Christian, lay and clerical, to sign a petition, praying for 
the institution of a Shehab as Prince of the Lebanon. As yet it is impossible to 
Say with what reception these persons have met, butas the Druses and the Ortho- 
dox Greeks, as well as a large section of the Maronite community, including the 
Patriarch and the Christian Kaimakam, are opposed to such @ measure, it is not 
likely that any document they may bring back will possess much claim to be 
‘considered a general expression of opinion. 

It is possible, indeed, that a great number of signatures may be collected, 
‘tnd it would be surprising if so much activity on the part of so many brilliant 


olficers and intelligent agents were not rewarded with some success among a 
Population so impulsive and so prone to profess. ready adherence to any opinions 
Which may be dictated to them ; but as political measure, calculated to influence 
the decisions of grave European Statesmen, I should have considered such a 
Hous cunvass a useless exertion. 
“The French General having paid a visit to the Kesrounn, is now engaged in 


saa to the Mixed districts. 
in further illustration of the subject of this despatch, I have the honour to 
copy of the petition referred to, together with copies of various other 
documents connected with the same subject. 
Thave, fe, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 9 in No, 95, 


Petition. 
(Translation.) 
in an undoubted fact confirmed by history, and undeniable, that Mount 
‘Lebanon was for centuries in the enjoyment of tranquillity and happiness, and 
that such a condition continued so long as the people were united and subject to 
the Government of one Chief who ruled over them, ‘That orgunization wax the 
Ervatest yuarantee for the tranquillity of all the inhabltants of Syria. 
The European Powers ia 1840 restored Syria to the Sublime Porte, and 
deplorable dissensions arose after the departure of the Egyptians. 
‘The Powers, whilst confirming the ancient in ace of Mount Lebanon, 
Teolved to divide the Mountain, in the hope thereby of putting nn end to these 
‘ons, and established two Kaimakamiyehs,: one Christian and the other 
“The calamities which resulted from this injurious arrangement are well 
Known: the plan, although prompted by generous motives, gave rise to those 
roubles which ended in the massacres of 1860, 
Rurope was moved by compassion and sent her Commissioners, whilst 
Prance, moved by her feelings of humanity. sent troops, and our illustrious 
Government abstained from the duty of putting an end to a state of things thus 
Originating, although leading to the complete ruin of the country, Thus now, 
by micans of thik happy agreement, tranquillity is restored ; but itis only outward, 
protection is force alone : for hitherto no satinfactory measures have been taken 
to redress past grievances, nor in guarantee for the future. 
_ We do not enter into the question of the punishment of the guilty nor the 
indemaification of the injured; that being a matter which Europe will settle in 
SOncert with the Sublime Porte, and that without our reiterating complaints of 
ities are notorious to the whole world. fe simply 
the future, whilst the 





enjoyed:before; and to perfect it by an arrangement guaranteeing equality of 

rights to-all sects residing there, without regard to differe 

and that the reins of Government be consigned to one of the heads of the sail 

family of Shebaby who may possess the necessary merit and ability for the offices 
id we Will obey him as the representative of our Sultan; aud we pray God to 

preserve and strengthen the pillars of his Government and the European Govert= 

‘ments till the end of time. 


Inclosure 10 in'No. 95, 
Memorandum 


M, RORTUNE PORTALIS at B'tater, and some French officers at 
B'teddin, in reply to complaints of the Christiane about their present. unsettled 
condition and sufferings, and the prospects of relief in:future, told them thal 
they have to wake their mind to submit to the Turks anyhow. Bat, they, 
added, if the Christians could unite with the Druses and drive the Turks out of 
the countey, something might be done to ameliorate theit condition, ‘The 
Christians replied that such n course might have beer possible before the late civil 
war, but that their inutual mistrust nnd hateed have now attained such a height 
that neither party would trust the other, even to breathe such a proposal ; but 
if the French were to bring it about, they were differently situated. and could 
accomplish it. In that caso either party would ask it’ (the proposition) ia 
writing; fo this the Freach gentlemen replied that that was impossible, 


Inclosure 11 in No. 95. 
Consut:Genevak Moore to Lord Dusferin 


(Bixtrnet,) Begrout, Aprit 17, 1861. 

FRESH iodications of the Fronch project to establish a Shehab ruler over 
the Mountuin, and that Shehe lie Mepid, occur daily, Indeed, the brother 
of the Emir to-day poid me a visit, and in ‘confirming the selection of Emir 
Mojid by the French authorities, made the usual professions and promises of 
the part of the Emir, by which be evidently sought to engage my goodwill 

A petition to the Porte and to the Freach Government has also been got ups 
and is now being circulated for signature, praying for a Shehab. 

Emir Mgjid is a grandson of the late Emir Besbir, Grand Prince of the 
~ » During his exile hier ind bad embraced Islamism ; be 

@ year ago, just before the recent outbreak, he renounced that faith anc 
Again ewe Christin. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 95, 
Mr. Tabet to Consul-General Moore, 


Sir, Beyrout, April 21, 1861. 

IN obedience to your doxire that I should state whence I derived the 
information relative to the language held by M. F. Portalis and others contained 
in the memoruiom of reser, beg to fay that ry informant i M Akai 
leading merchant of Deireel-Kamat, the brother of the Greek Catholle Bisho} 
6 the Elauran.. He told me that he bad heard it hineell iy tenes oath 
others, hin partners, when thoy lately went to B'tater to settle acoounte with 
M, Portalis, 

T beg to add, for your information, that there is @ report current that the 

are trying to regain that section of the Druses known as the Yezbock 

party, Who, in former years, wore more or Jess under their influence, and. that 
the French ‘are not desirous of pressing the question of the punishment of the 
guilty Chiefs among them, And persons coming reccatly from the Hauran 

of the Druves there as being divided into two parties, the one ready 10 
submit to the Governmens, and the other to rosist 


This information 1 heard yesterday evening from Mr. NassiferReis, 3 
Protestant of Hasbesa, who I believe is trustworthy, 
T have, &e- ~ 
Signed) NAENIE TABET, | 
Pro-Cancellier to Her Majesty's Consulate-General in Syria. 


ee 
Inclosure 13 in No. 95, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrowt, April 20, 1861 


Excellency’s information, a copy 

AVE the honour to transmit, for your Excelloncy’s in ona 

Bee peta saad by the Buropean merchants of Beyrout to, the Commis 
fioners of the Five Powers, on the alleged unsatisfactory condition o 

sont cevious petition praying for « prolongation of the military occupation of 

the Siac by foreign troops had been drawn up os i opted sen sf 

ch merchants, but as none of the Austrian or Engliah ae 

Tere re the i yas wk, and the pret deanest 


ae it is remembered that most of thoke who have now appended their 


anes are merchants whove peronl ners ie cpl engaged in the revival 
ef them have large claims on those to 
ini tier a tacane owing, the. present demonstration will be readily 


understood. 


Sir, 


Thave, & 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 95. 


Petition 
Anglais, 


anke 
Prungais, Hellanes, Halions. Prussiens, Russes, Suistes, &e., 
aa eon ler Cinq Pulssances pout les Affires de Syrie, 
Beyrout, te V4 Avri 
bs ie lonalité, 
usignés, négociants ot industriel Baropéens, de toute national 
rei Roamans iste Te Liban, éprouvent le besoin’ d'exprimer aux ein 
Puissances a3 vifs sentiments de reconnaissance, et de rendre howmoge ts 
rece de sagease et clo haute pradence qui a déterminé [envoi en Syrie dex 
ben navales et d'un corps darméo, oa Cer gy deaquels le pays a été 
d it6 dont il a joui jusqu’d prévent. sia: 
edevable de sear dthic pour les malficureutes_ populations Chriieins, 
His rotent éalerent remplir un devoir en exprimant 
hhumblement qut, ai Tinterrention de I'Burope a procur’ une sécurité momen, 
tune, on arrétant les massacres aucune mesure satisfaisante ala encore été prise, 
e len traces et en conjurer le retour, i 
Fs gm, 
ont regu jusqu'a présent que dew s 
Beare ists te de eoupubes ated encore chines 
(que Ia juste exige et que opinion teams. La question de. réorgunikation, 
Sondition ‘absolue d’un avenir meilleur, ne parnit pos avoir res , 


— Yn situation de ln Syrig ext: plue 
done se dinimuler que © 

Sm aie done i imate Ge 

eaten aan ‘as, moralement woutenu par le prestige de Vinterveution 
pantalla 0 Galas rpoctive des résultats qu‘lle devalt produire. 

Vturope ct i Pemneree étant intimement Iii au rétablissement de V'ordre, les 

Soussignés ne eroient pas avoir besoin de faire ressortir que le détaut de ade 


Aarowe, sigade 4, Tonaninité, per lea négociants et industricls 


si cruellement éprou 





Féelle, dinquigtude répandue dans tous les esprits, Ia mistre, In détresse des 
Populations, le retard apporté au réglement des indemnités dues aux Chrétiens 
et Ades sujets étrangers, ont depuis longtemps arété le cours des affaires et 
causont & Vindustrie et au commerce Européen, ééinents essenticls & la prospérité 
général du pays, un préjudice tel que leur avenir en est gravement comprownis. 
Liétat actuel des choses ew Svrie semble donc appeler, plus scricascmeat 
gue jamais, toute In solitude des Pulssances, et réclamer une continuation 
Faction de leur part et un ensemble de résolutions promptes et éuersiques, 
seules capables de prévenir Ia ruine complate du pays. a 
Les Soussignés prient MM. les Commissaires de vouloir bien porter cette 
Adresse & In conusissance de leurs Gouvernements respectify, et d'agréer, &c. 
(Follow 293 signatures.) 


Inelosure 15 in No. 95. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulieer. 


Sir, Beyrout, April 20, 1861. 
| HAVE the honour to transmit copy of a list of the presents that have 
been mado by the French Government to various people in Datnaxcus, comtnunis 
cated to me by Mr. Acting Consul Wrench, 
T havo, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 16 in No, 95. 
Acting Connul Wrench to Lord Dufferin, 


‘My Lord, Damascus, Aprit 5, 1861. 

| HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a list of the presents made by the 
Emperor of the French to various » in this town, which lately arrived and 
are now being presented ns an acknowledgment for the sorvices they rendered 
to the Christions during the ootbreak of Damascus — 

One ense containing w rifle and a pair of rifled pistols with fittings complete, 
‘most beautifully ornamented and said to be worth 4001, presented 10 the eldest 
won of the Emir Abd-el-Kader ; 

One case containing adouble-barretled gun, set in gold with Gittings complete, 
for Mahmoud Efendi Homa; 

‘One caso containing carbine and sword-bayonet with all the fittings, &e., for 
Said Agha Nourt; 

One long Arab gun with elaborate gilt decorations for Selim Agha 
Mahainch, son of Salih Agha Mahaineh ; 

One short gun with gilt decorations for the Algerine Sheriff Agha, who 
conducted the first caravan of Christiana to Beyrout ; 

One pair of pistols with gilt decorations for the youngest son of the Emir 
Abd-el- Kader ; 

‘Ono gold snoff-box with the initial letter « 
briltiants, for Salih Agha Mahaineh ; 

One emerald ring set round with diamonds, for Said Kuwetli, 

Besides these the French Consul informed ime that he hns distributed nearly 
339,000 francs to upwards of seventy persons, mostly Algerines, on the part of 
the French Government. 


" surmounted by ® crown of 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) WILLIAM HI, WRENCH. 


159 
Inclosure 17 in No, 95. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, April 20, 1861 
HAVE to inform your Excellency that a medical certificate hus been 
Presented to Ahmed Pasha by Dr. Pestalozza, a gentleman in the Turkish service, 
‘nd attached to the quarantine office at Beyrout, stating that Said Bey Joublat's 
health is so impaired as to render it necessary he should be indulged with 

better accommodation than has been hitherto afforded hit e 
The disease By which he has been attacked is described in the document 
to (a copy of which I have the honour to inclose) as “‘phthisie tubéculaire 

ef the second degree. 

Lam informed that the Druse Chief has always been rather delicate, and 
Although his treatment does not seem to Leg been gio Renae 
‘tot surprising that the suspense and misery of a seven months’ imprisonment, 
Spent in aay ‘expectation of'a death-warrant, should have shattered bis consti- 


Thave requested Dr. W, Pincoffs to call on Dr. Pestalozzs, for the purpose 
Of ascertaining exnetly the state of the prisoner's health, who has in the mean 
time been removed to the best room in the barracks. 


have, &o. 
(Signed). ° DURFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 18 in No. 95. 
Medical Certificate. 


J'AL visité Said Bey Joublat, gisant dans les prisons de Ia carerne, et je Vai 
Noavé atteint do phthisio tubéculaire au second degré. Le local qu'il hubite 
Actuelleient avee d'autres prisonnicrs étant peu opportun pour un traitement, jl 
St neem q'l ot tafe wileurs dan oneal pus convenable. 

En fol de qui 
(Signs) "Da. F. PESTALOZZA, 
Des Prisons de ta Coserne, 
Beyrout, c¢ 20 Avril, 1861 


No. 96. 
Berl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. (Received May 3) 


Paris, May 2, 1881. 
5 NEL has received accounts from Syria, the latest dates of 
lich are the 22nd ultimo, which he considers very unsatisfactory. 
Mprevent the state of the country to be very insecure, murders frequent, 
alarm everywhere. 
"The Christians are sending io petitions fom all sides to the French Agents, 
FRting for their continued protection, and evincing, ia some cass m desire 0 
We the country, should the troops of uccupation be withdrawn. : 
Nothing had been done towards the payment of the indemnities sanctioned 
Yy the Commission ; while the forced loan, which it had been iatended to rise 
* Remsecus as punishment, could ot be rolaeel aaa or 
Turkish troops were many of them thirty-four months war of pay, 
0d they had not oe reentied the month's pay which it is usaal to manage to 
for them at the Ramazan. 4 
A ineeting bad been lately held ia the Hanran between the principal Druse 
Shd Arab Chiefs, purporting hostility to the sovereignty of the Sultan, 
M. Thouvensh, after giving me these detwils, placed in my hands the copy 
Of an Address to the Commissioners, signed by above 100 C! in merchants 
and traders at Beyrout, requesting them to call the attention of their ere 
Hovemnments to the dangerous and deplorable state of the country. 





your Lordship should not have received this document, I inclose the copy give 
to me. t 

M. Thouvenel said thet he could not but look with great apprehension to 
the future. He feared a catastrophe whenever the troops shoold be withdrawn. 
Was there no means of doing something to avert a calamity that was evidently 
expected by many, and so to reassure the Christian inhabitants? Might aot * 
portion of the troops be left simply for police purposes? Could not x sual 
force be disembarked from Her Majesty's ships? Europe would be indelibly 
diegrced were snother massacre to follow the cessation of her iatervention i 

a 

7P*| said to, M. Toosvess), fa raply, lat Toww io end to the ‘oocupation 
the reasons which he bad adduced ior its prolongation, on however a reduced 
weale, wore to prevail. ‘Tura and twist the question as you might, place what- 
ever Government you chose in the Lebanon, the issue to be teied was siaply 
this: could and would the Porte maintain its authority? It would be absurd t0 
suppore that the new Administration which it was proposed to_give to the 
Lebanon would put an end to the feuds which had grown with the growth of the 
Maronites and the Druses It required a superior authbrity to keep them ia 
ordor, nnd that authority of right belonged to the Porte. ‘That authority must 
be put to the tost sooner or later, unless, indeed, M. Thouvenel intended that 
the interference of Europe should he permanent 

Not only, replied M. ‘Thouvenel, have I no idea of the kind, but, after what 
has occurred, nothing would induce the Emperor to leave the main body of fi 
troops in Syria 

Theo, 1 rejoined, I sce nothing pructical, nothing conelusive in the his 
which you have thrown out. The fact of the continued presence of forviga 
troops in Syria will not tranquilize the country. On the contrary, every time 
that you talk of withdrawing them the. same apprehensions will manifest th 
solves, the sume remonstrances will be addrossed to yo 

M. Thouvenel did not deny this, and he admitted thot, If he was asked to 
devise any practical solution of the difficulties of the Syrian question, he could 
notdoit, The best chance of maintaining tranquillity in that country would 
be, that i¢ should be clearly seen that Great Britain and France were equally 
determined to protect the Christian clement. He had no other motive 4@ 
hinting at the dangers which might be averted by a xort of police to be estar 
blished by England and France than were dictated by the purest humanity. He 
had not, however, any intention of making a proposal upon the subject. 

Vsaid that 1 gave M. Thouvene! full credit for the assurance which be had 
made, but that 1 differed with him in the conclusions at which he had aerived 
that is, T considered that to carry those conclusions into effect was simply 19 

jut off the evil day (if, indeed, evil was to be the result of the termination of the 
oropean oeeupation, but would be attended with no better rel 

|. "Thouvenel’s tone throughout this conversation was very friendly towards 
Hor Majesty's Government, and expressive of great anxiety that the two Govern 
ments should uct together. In the course of it, however, he said that, if the 
troops were to be entirely withdrawn, he should address a'note to the Turkisb 
Government throwing upon them the whole responsibility of the conseq 
which might eniue, in terms which he would render as civil as he could, bat 
which should certainly be as intelligible. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ’ COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 96. 
Address of Christian Merchants 


‘See Inclosure 14 in No, 95.] 


No. 97, 
Lord Napier to Lord J. Russell —(Received May 6.) 


(No. 82. Confidential.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, April 28, 1861. 

PRINCE GORTCHAKOFF requested me yesterday to press upon the 
attention of Her Majesty's Government his apinion that the Syriaa Commis- 
iovers should ‘es soon as possible to Constantinople. ‘The Comis- 
sioners had entangled themselves in proposals altogether alien to the original 
Views of their Governments, and which, in his opinion, were impracticable, “He 
‘considered the plan of the triple Kaimakamate, with the redistribution of the 
Tunds and people, to be altogether visionary. The Governments of Austrin and 
Prussia, as he understood, altogether repudiated this design, and adhered to the 

1 ofa single Christian Governor. ‘The Comuissioners ought to carry the 
Tesult of their inquiries to Constantinople, where the question could be brought 
more directly under the controul of the Great Powers wnd their Representatives 
at the Porte. 

Prince Gortchakoff then said, confidentially, that he understood your Lord~ 
ship had shown some reluctance to sanction the presence of Lord Dufferin at 
Constaatinople, on the ground that is Lordaip's rk sight plage ni a0 
‘uneas) ‘ition in res} to Sir Heary Bulwer. and on some 
alleged ae of prob vay he! Her Majesty's Commissioner and the Arbas- 
fader, Prince Gortebakoff did not believe that such considerations could oppor 
fy torioos impediment to. the folélmeat by Lord Daffrin of his duty 

junction with his colleagues. 
Soniuptany here reinark that Prince Gortchakoff has repeatedly spoken to me of 
Lord Dufferin in terms of high esteem, and I think that he attaches great 
importance to the continuance of his Lordship's co-operation in these affairs to 
the end. 
I have, &e, 
Signed)’ NAPIER, 





No. 98. 
Lord Napier to Lord J. Russell,—(Received May 6) 
(No. 83.) : 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, April 28, 1861. 
jty with your Lordship's instructions conveyed tome in your 
IN Nor aT of the 12th instants 1 have placed in the hands of Prince 
Gontchakott a copy of Lord Dufferin’s report of the 2rd ultimo, setting forth 
the participation ‘of the Maronite Bishops in preparing the Tit of Druses 
recommended for capital punishment, 
Prince Gortchakoft had already read the despatch referred to, which was 
printed in the Russian oficial journal of yesterday. His Excellency did not 
pass any judement on the conduct of the Maronite Prelates, but, ho seemed 
ratified by the justico dane by Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Bishops of 
the Greck comaunity, and he commended the course taken by the Iatter in 
declining to sign the explanatory Memorial presented by the Catholics to the 
Saas T have, &o, 
(Signed) = NAPIER. 
OE 
No. 99. 


Lord Nopier to Lord J. Russell —(Received May 6.) 


(No. 84.) 

‘My Lord, ‘St. Petersburgh, April 28, 1861. 
ALLUDING to the difference of Opinion which has prevailed between the 

Syrian Commissioners in reference to the sentence pronounced on the Druse 

Chicf Joublat, and on the pressure exerted at the Porte by Sir Henry Bulwer 








on behalf of the party referred to, Pri 
f y referred. to, Prince Gortchakoff stated to m 
hat in his opinion, all the Powers ‘sd their Earesataoes word do ealge 
abstain from any intervention on that sabjet. "The Prince didnot pass any 
festive Judgment onthe guilt or inaoccce’ of Joab, though T observed that 
ned to the severer view of his case: he sim 
the Sultan should be let, without inthuence or bins: to decide toe thn bar af 
the Salta ias, to decide upon the fate of 
Prince Gortchakoff then referred with 
: en referred with regret to the disse 
broke out at Constantinople between Si THeary Bulwer and Ati Pasha ts 
regard to the eayagements stated to have been taken by the latt a 
Joublat, and seemed by Her Majesty's Gover 
Joublat and some to dpreate the course allowed by Tice Majesty's Goverse 
‘oent in threatening to suspend their correspondence with the Pasba on account 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) | NAPIER. 





No. 100. 


Lord Bloomfield to Lor 
‘a eae omicld to Lord J. Russell —(Recoived May 6.) 
My Li 
: re RECHBERG ty serine ae 
z 3 has just mentioned ta me that the 
Ambassador has been urging an early removal of the Syrian Common vo 
Constantinople. His Excellency appeary to have been wowilling ti 

Jaron Prokeach any positive instrictions of the subj ave intormed the 
Taternmneio tat if be fads the other Powers are willing toner othe eee 
arrnngeiment he can inatruct M. Weekbecker nccordiagly, |” ‘n* Probowet 


ion to 


__Tbawe, fe, 
igned BLOOMPIELD. 


A 
No. 101 


Lorit J. Russell to Sir H. Bubwer 
(No. 291. Confidential. 


Foreign Office, May 7, 1861. 


x despatoh to. Her Majesty's Am Ps 
No. 49% of the 23rd of Api of wich u copy war iscloned. my despatch ts 


Your Btelleney No. 288 of the 26th timo, 1 transmit, for your information, 
cope D ies from Enrl Cowley, reporting a conversatio 7 
bad ith M. Thorne! reecting the fate of Std Beyjoule 
m by Earl Cowley's dexpatch No. 6 
denied to M. de Larlette that he bad ores proud yder Beciceey tine Sek 
y's life should be spared = but ax this question now stands you she eer 
tice of this denial. Tog tpt 
Lom, &e 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 102. 


Sir Hi Bulwer to Loed J. Rusn 
waa) her to Lord. J. Rusnell.(Reeeived May 11.) 


My Lord. 
COUNT GOLTZ pro 
instructions tothe Comstooers a Sp 


we should lay down, sayin, 
probably aster hyn hat 


Constuntinople, April 24, 1861. 
esterday to agree with him in sending 


yria to form a new Report of princi 
ime agree the other Repeocnatee weal 


sun elie Because 1 had no 
mut even had 1 hy 

Pact pedi a wer I should stilt have declined : first, beeause 1 
found r Meant by our agreeing was that should adopt 


power whatsoever to give such instractions 5 
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tis ideas; secondly, because Count Galtz is always the most violent. partizan 
of opinions hostile to the Turkish Government, and, in regard to Syria, gues s0 
fr us to deny the well-known fact that the Maronites began the recent struggle. 
Whatever is most destructive to the Druses finds most favour in his eyes. 
Finally, it is probable that the Commissioners have, by this time, drawn. up 
their Report, oF, at all events, wll have done 30 before we could send instructions 
from thie; and that to send them instructions, either without seeing this Report 
‘or just at the moment when it was about being forwarded to us, could not but 
ereate confusion and delay. Moreover, 1 am persuaded that when the Commis- 
tioners’ Report comes here we shall find it casier, being hitherto personally 
uncompromised, to arrive at some gever conclusion than they can do, 
Indeed, we shall have this advantage. 

‘mething must depend as to the organization of the Mountain on the 
forgusization of Seria; and 1am much in hopes, notwithstanding the Porte's 
Spposition ton Government for the whole country, when the question was 
Presented with ideas of a Viceroyalty and semi-independence, that I shall be able 
40 induce it to agree to the plan I have urged from the commencement, viz., the 
Appointment of one Governor, under one name or another, for five years for the 
Thole province. Aali Pasha himself is favourably inclined, and a resolution of 
this general sort would render the solution of other local questions fur easicr. 

"As to Count Goltz’s views, they pointed, as far as L understood them, to 
the placing the whole Mountain, Druscs included, under one Christinn Chief, 
Who Legree with Lord Dufferin, would, i€ the rost of Syria be divided into 
Gifferent Pashatios, be far more powerful than the other Pashas in nny of them ; 
And Count Goltz, indoed, says he should object to this strongly, if the Christian 
Were to be a Catholic, or even n Greok, but that be thinks, the principle once 
admitted, we might get a Protestant ! 

"This notion struck me ns so singularly, I may say, absurd, that I can 
hardly beliove it is really entertained. ‘There are hardly any Protestants amongst 
the population of the Mountain ; there is not any native Protestant in the whole 
Empire of any mark who could be chosen for such a post of dignity ‘and trast ; 
find it scems to me out of the question to imagine that either France, Austria, or 
Russia would consent to such a choice, 

T cannot help, then, considering upon the whole, that Count Golta's propo 
sition must hav other object than that assigned to it, though k cannot 
tate what that object was. 

My present opinion is, that the idea of a Governor for the whole of Syria 
being alcitted, the best plan would be to assign the Mountain, excepting a 
ertain portion, to w Christian Pasha who would certainly bo a Catholic, | There 
are reassus why I myself think that n native of the Mountain would be better 
than 1» Catholic out of it ; but this is a point I would not insist on. 

One portion, howover, of the Mountain, the extent of which should not be 
too confined, but might be loss thaa that givea to the Druses hitherto, should 
be left to that people, who might, however, be placed under Turkish rule. 

T would not inaist on what ix probably dithcult, and might seem. very. barsh, 
‘forced transmutation of the popalation but if you left a sufficient territory: to 
the Druses to admit of a larger popylation thon that now inhabiting it, and 
Aceorded to new familica the grant of the Crown lands, and sanetione 
telling their property elsowhere, they would probably, ete long, collect them- 
elves together, whilst the Christians amongst them would emigrate, and ve 
pouibly, “whilst selling their property in the country wmigued to the Drus 
Purchase the prope + would be likely to sell in the country 
Biven up to the Ch 
sia plan of this kind, without being made compulsory, might be fevoured, 
The French could not fairly 0 T the Maronites’ power would be increased. 
We tight consent, for the Druse element (which I think important for us) 
would not be altogether destroyed ; and the Turks would consent. because their 
direct domieation, by being establiaked over the Drases, would be increased. 

“To form such & plan positively, Tshopld require more local detaits, but 1 

ink the idea one that would reconcile all existing differences, and {snot 

dunpmneticable, 
ag Thave, & 

HENRY L. BULWER. 
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No. 103, 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russcll.—(Received May 11.) 
(No, 319.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, Mey 1, 1861. 
I HAVE little to add on the affairs of Syria except that M. de Lavalette 
has shown extreme anxiety to bring the Commissioners here, and as it also 
seemed to me desirable to settle, if possible, the armngement of the Mountain 
before the French troops departed, and that it appeared to me more likelf. 
though not perhaps certuin, that we should agreo here, than that an agreciment 
would be come to at Beyront, I f 
Representatives to summon the several 
What the Fretich 
under its domination, through a Catholic ( 
Troe your Lordship objects to a C) realized, ftown the 
native Maronite thioilion 8 strong, if not stronger, objections 
In. the first place. nono ‘are Bt {oF 
command over xotrange and difficult « population; secondly, 
the appoitment of a Catholic, which would virtually beby the French Embast, 
would place a patronage at the disposal of the French Aibassador in favour 
all the leading Catholic families he ald add exceedingly to Froach 
influence in the capital ; thirdly, the complete success of the French, in this 
Particular would establish the idea of their ‘nce in European mffairs 100, 
strongly on the Kast nient to us who have Fuster 
posessions; fourthly, the subjection of the Drusca to the Maronites would, af 
Mf soetns to me, be an unjurt termination to the late contest, fomented and 
commenced by the Maronites; a contest in which it is true the ruses diageaced 
themselves by thelr cruelty, Bat events have shown that had the nsgessors 
here been the vietors, their hands would have been ux deeply dyed. in blood at 
were those of the foo by whom they were vanquished. 
Every consideration, is short, of pulley and humanity makes it, 1 should 
say, desirable that the Deusex should not be submitted to Maronite rule 
be once established, and tt Gian sects may 
have w Government under one or two Christian ( circurmatances way 
render it most expedient. ‘The French will desite one Governor, a Cathe 
Russians probably two, one & Greek and one a Catholic, but 
French would muther have lost than gained by their recont expedition, 
hot to be expected they will yield to this. 
1 repeat, therefore, what I said in my despatch No. 3 
‘The most practical combination seems to me that of assigning the Druses & 
certain territory, and then placing them under the government of the Turksi 
and then placing the Christians under a Governor selected from the religious 
community which forms the bulk of the Christian population, whether a native 
or not, as yout Lordship may deem best. 
positions favouring & transmutation of the population, the Druses from 
the Christian into the Druse territory, the Christians from the Druso into the 
Christian territory, must in the course of time work out the test. 
Unless Lord Dufferin’s practical experience leads me from this idea 1 shall 
be inclined to maintain it 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) HENRY 1, BULWER. 





No. 104 
2 Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Ravsell.— (Received Mey V1.) 
(No. 101.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, April 26, 1860. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Londship's information, 
copy of a letter addressed to me by the chief British merchoyte of Begrout, 


waving their raisons for signing an Address to the International Conference ating 
at Paris. Uhave, &. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
——_ eta 
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Inclosure in No. 104. 


Messrs. Black & Co. and others to Lord Dufferin 


eS Lordship th th 

TT is perbaps due to your Lordship that we, the ed British 
eran kad aients at Beyrout could Sic expai the ceumstance 
Which induced ws to join in the Address whic bins been Intl presente! 
Toterational Comision by the mercantile ate 

‘ je time ago a petition was drawn up and extensi ulated 

ve Ue foreign reste the town, fa wich te present unhappy canton 

ry Was forcibly described, und a continuation of the armed inter 
‘Yeation of Europe carnestly insisted upon. 

Although we curves are fly alive t the i 
dtuation, and although our material interests ure prod 
Savetied conition of the country, we did not consider tht sae 

batractedly considered, Puch 

wupation of the country by French troops, Abstract i 
effect must bo to undermine all legitimate authority, Indeed, it rus 8 
difficult to understand a desire for its continuation, unless with a “ed 
eventual subversion of the existing Government, "Under these circumstances wo 
declined appending our names to the document in question, oF Uo an ied 
‘Whatever Which would lend.the public to imagine we were in favous 
expedient : 

Tn consequence, peth 
Ft by other leading houses of Beyrout, the first. petition  w and 
Aeeodd Address was drafted under our inspection, and i roc terns, brought 
Sutin due relit the disastrous state of the province without committing those 
the docu question it would entirely misrepresent our et i 
order to prevent ‘ny misoonception of the meaning we wished to convey. w 
have the bonour to forward to your Lordship the above explicit statement of the 

it jer which we were induced to sign it 
Sse ne the honour ions «copy ofthe ptt which wae ancl 
together with the draft of another petition which we had proposed forward 
the original one been persevered in. 
(Signed) 


(nature of the present 
‘extensively compromised ax 


of our refusal, as well ux of the objection mao to 
‘ . cancelled, and a 


WHITEHEAD, PEARL & Co, 

C, W. BUCHANNON, Manager of Ottoman 
Bank. 

F, H. SMITH, 

©, CHURCHILL, Colonel 





No.1 


Lord Dufferin to Lard J. Ruspelin—(Recgived May 11.) 


Beyromt, April 26, W861, 
vi ‘hip’s information, 
VE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship 
tools Ht forher semennie Mich [have thie day addressed to Her Majesty's 


(No. 102) 
My Lord, 


Atwbassador at the Porte. 
Uhave, &e 
(Bigned) NY DUFFERIN AND OLANEROYE 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 105, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, April 24, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to inelose, for your Excelleney’s information, copy of 
4 letter adressed to me by Dr. Pincoffs, inclosing the certifieate of four’ medical 
gentlemen, Italia, Freach, Russian, and Dutch, on the health of Said Bek 
Foublat, 

Immediately oa receipt of the above document, 1 dispatched 
messenger to Fuad Pasha, now at Damase 
necessary to enable its ree to be comp + Abmet Pasha, of 
Beyrout, not feeling authorized to take upon himself the responsibility of dala 

Excellency’s answer this evening, 

Jt appears from information 1 have sinco obtained, that the lungs of the 
unfortunate Druse Chief have been affected for some years + but up to the Inst 
day of his trial, I was informed by persons acquainted with him, that his appeats 
‘ance presented no traces of ill-health. An intimation wus subsequently conveged 
to me, that confinement and anxiety had at last begun to tell upos hits, and I 
requested Fund Pasha to mitigate, ax far as possible the rigour of his imprison= 
ment ; sending him at the same time an assdrance, as soon vs I could do 49 wits 
‘out the fear of circumstances turning out differently from what I expected, that 
hie Tif was wafe 

It is a lamentable thing that, after 40 long « period of suspense, the career 
of thix unfortunate man should be destined to so tragic a termination, a» all the 
incidental information I have obtained since addressing your Lordship upon the 
subject has confirmed my cor ion of his inaocence. 

T have, Ke 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYR. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 106, 
Dr. Pinenffs fo Lor Dufferin 


My Lord, Begront, April 23, 1861. 

1 HAVE thi rning visited Said Bey Joublat, in prison in the ‘Turkish 
barracks, in consultation with Drs. Pestalozz, ‘xh Quarantine Medical 
Officer, Saquet, French Sanitary Medical Officer, Dobrowolski, Civil Physician, 
Colmant, ipal Medical Officer of the French Expedition, Cauvin, Sargeon of 

Mairewr.” 
ut i emaciated, nod has every appearance of « mas in a very 
advanced stage of pulmonary disease. Ho is feverish, and suffers from dyspepsithy 
Wweats, 4 troublesome cough, and profuse expectoration of muco-purulent 
er, particularly at night; he complains much of the want of sleop ; he it 
said of tate to have had several slight attacks of hemoptoc. 
‘examination. of the chest shows all the physical signs of tubercular 
end of the second stage; there arm caverns at the 
it of both the Tangs; the left lang, however. seems more particularly 
affected. 

Dincase of the lungs, I ain told, is not uncommon in the prisoner's family ¢ 
in himself, De. Pestalozza, as long'as twenty yeurs ago, recognized incipient 
tuberoulosis, and was enabled subsequently at different’ periods to mark the 
progress ofthe disease, for which the patient was also attended four years ago BY 
De, Suquet 

It w likely that the disease has be ly more rapidly developed hy the 
confinement, and expocially by dured by the patient during 
the last six months; his digestive organs have lately been much impaired by bis 
insisting upon keeping the fast of Ramadan. He has been constantly seen bY 
an Arab empiric, who attends his family; but w few days ago, at his request, 
Dr. Pestalozza wus:called in, I anvinclined to beliove thot had proper medical 
sid been sooner resorted to, the disewie, though fatal in the end, tight have rl 
a somewhat less rapid course, 

In tho present case the prognosis is most unfarourable, the afore-mentioned 


ing to cure the 
medical men being of unanimous opinion: that artean do nothing to cure tl 
Patient, but that proper eare and attendance may alleviate his sufferings and 
Prolong, his lis, have recommended him to be removed fo 2 propet rexidence out 
Of the barracks, in order that he may be nursed by his family they have in 
Consequence signed a certificate drawn up by Dr. Pestalozza, of which I have the 


honour to inclose a copy ees 
(Signed) P. PINCOFFS, M.D., 
Member of the Royal College of Physicians, London. 


Inclosure & in No. 105. 
Medical Certificate 


ite Sai cs de In easerne 
ES Soussignés ayant visité Said Bey Joublar dans les prisons “ 
EBeyroat, azdarent que Said Bey est atteint d'une phtbisie tuberculeuse A un 
desré axsex avancé pour exclure toute probabilité de guérison. s 5 
~ Le traitement médical ne pouvant dans ce cas ayoir d'autre effet aon “ ie 
Soulager et prolonger pout-étre les jours du malade, les Soussignés recom- 
prensa en fa Se a ese ean 
em falle dans un lal mieux appropri d cette destination. 
n foi do quoi. 
“PRSTALOZZA. 
PINCOFFS, 
SUQUET. 
DOBROWOLSKI 


is. Colmant and Canone declined signing this certificate, it being contrary 
Me the rales of theie service to afr thar ames to. any docanient withont 


superior order. (Signed) —_-P. PINCOFFS. 


loclowure 4 in No. 105. 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir Beyrout, April 26, 1861. 


AVE the honour to 0 
tation copies the Tat nod 2nd Annexe t the 27 


rE Sere cot yet been furnished with the Protocol in question, but 1 whall not 
Gil to transmit it to your Excellency ws soon as it reaches my hands. 
Thave, &o. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


it herewith, for your Exeellency's info 
1 Protocol of the Syrian 


Inclosure 5 in No. 105, 


Avner No. \ to the Protocol of the Twenty-seeenth Mecting of the Syrian 
‘Commission. 


; Projet de Réorganivation de la 
Obrervations beara age tt Projet Mo ots 

1. UL sera procédé i Ia séparation 
ethnographique des Chrétiens et des 
Druses, 

2. En opérant cette mesure de 
désagrégation, on tiendra également 
compte des inté@s de chaque popu- 
lation. 











Observations de son Excellence Fuad 
Pacha. 


Le Moat Liban sera divisé 
cing districts, sous les dénominations 

(1) Koura, extedme partic septen- 
trionale de In Montagne, 

(2) Kesrowan avec Moto, et sans la 
ville de Zablé 

(3.) El-Garb, composé des territolres 
a'EL Garb, Djurd, Arkoub, Chouf, 
Menusaif, et Chabroun, sau la portion 
qu'il sors néceasaire de donner au dis 
trict d'tklime-Kharoub pour y réunir 
In villo de Deir-el-Kamar, 

4.) Tklime-Ki 
Deirvel-Katnar. 

(3) Djexzin, extréme 
digoale de la Montagne, 

6, Chaque district sum un Caima- 
cam qui serm choisi dans le sein d 
chaque population qui forme la majo- 


roub,avee la ville de 


partie. méri 


Jes districts du 
auront chaovn 


séquence, 
Kesrowan et de Djed 
‘un Caiwucam!Maronite, 

Le district d’El-Garh aura ua Cai- 
macam Druso, et le district 'Iklimes 
Kharoub un Caimacam Masulman. 

La ville do Zablé formera & elle 
seule une administration séparde, avee 
‘aimacam, nousmné pour troks 
et choisi alternativement dans lo sein 
des populations Grecque, Maronite, et 

Grecque-Catholique 


Projet de Réorganieatio 
Montagne 
L'exéeution cn sera contigs, 

nce de Fautorité 
es Cing Puissances, & une 
mission Mixte He lee 
diverses pop repre: 


dans Ing 
ations seront 

Les Chrétions ou les Druses qui 
refuseraient de ae préter A Nexéeution 
ey) 
feront pas contraints par la force 
Mais il est bien enteadu que, dans c@ 
cas, ils devront so soumetire ou rai 
des nouvelles institutions ci-apeés in 
diquées. 

4. L& Commission émet le voru que 
fos habitants Chréticns de Hasbeya, 
Rachieya, et Merdjaioimn soient compris 
dan le travail de déplacement sue 
mentionné 
bénéfices. 


de la mesure de désagrégatic 


et -appelés & jouir de set 


la Montagne sere 
Caimacamies, une Mare 
nite, une Grecque-Orthodore, et wt 
Druse, qui_seront administréee par dee 
chefe indligines, choisis dans le sein 


populations respeetives 


6. La Caimacamie Druse, autant de 
moins que les nécesritee de la manure de 
ésagrégation le permettront,secomporer® 
des territoires mainals -— 

BLGarb, aonf la portion qui sereit 
indispensable den dftacher pour réunit 
Tea deus parties erptentrionate et mbt 
dionale de ta C 

Le Djurit 

LArkoub; 

Le Chonf; 

Le Menassif, en partie, et le’ Cheha 
oir la carte de Kispert, 1560). 


acamie Maronite 


7. LaCaimacamie Greeque-Orthodoxt 
sera compoate du Kour 

fractions de tert 

+ lengueller ta 

servi 


; 9 compris (a 
partie inférieure et l 
foire avcisinantes 
population Grecque-Orthodas 
majorite. 

5, Tous les tervitoires de la Montagne 
qui ne font point partie dex dews Caime- 
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Observations de son Bs 
Pacha. 


ellence Fuad 


ils pourront s‘adresser directement, en 
besoin, h la Sublime Porte 


far le Vali de Sayda, sue la proposition 
du Caimacam dont il releve, 


sur Ia proposition 


je Réorganisation de la 
Montagne. 


Orthodore, 
Caimacemie 
‘xa banlieue 


camies Druse et Grecque 
seront con dane la 
Maronite, sauf Zahlé 


(uy 
et son faubourg de Mohallacah, sera 


placée i Administration Mite, 
dépendante du Vali de Sayda, au méme 
tre que tes trois Caimacams Maronite, 
Greeque- Orthodose, et Druse 
Les. Cai 
par la Sublime Porte sur la. proposition 
du Vali de Sayda, dont ils relevent 
Tis seront chargés do toutes le 
attributions du pouvoir exécutif, et 
présidor les Medi 
Administrutits ; de choixir los Vekils 
Géligues aupres du sidge de chaque 
Caimacamio ; de composer le pervonnel 
du corps do police conformément aux 
régles yul seront poséos ci-aprds ; de 
serrir d'intermédiaires entre les. babi 
tants de paeatnic et le Vali de 
Saydas 


aims acront normés 


nommniment de 


Yexeuter los décisions de o¢ 
fonctionnaire, en tant du moins qu'elles 
eraieat d'accord avec les institutions 
 d'exercer en cax de 
recours aypres de 

la Sublime Porte 

10. Chaque Cairnacamie sera divinée 
on Mudiciés, 
jouveaux arrondimements administra 
tife sora réglée avtant qu 
d'aprés celle des anciens Aklims. 

11. I y aura dans chaque Mudirié 
un Madir, nowiné per le Caimacan et 
appartenint ou rite dominant de Ia 
Population, lequel ser chargé de In 
direct rvicos publica et notam- 
ment de Ia police et do In perception 
des impots 

12, Chaque Mudirié sera qivisé en 
un certain nombre de communes, ot 
chaque commune so composera d'au 
moins 500 habitants, 

13, A la tte de chaque commune il 
yaura un Cheik nommé par ler babi- 
tants, orvira dintermédiaire 
entr’cux et les agents supéticurs de 
Vadministration. 

‘Le Cheik veillera au maintien de bon 
ordre dane sa commune, fournira tous 
los renseignements statlntiques nda 
saires & [a répartition de limpot, et 
paistern les. Mudirs dans la perception 

contributions. Il ser en outre 
irge de tenir vn rezistre des nais 
sances ot des dé 

14. Dans les communes Mixtes 
chaque ééinent constitutif de la popu 
lation aura un Chek partioulier dat 
Vautorité ne s'exercera que sur ces 
coreligionnaires 


et la citeonseription de ces 


possible 


n des 


et qui 
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Projet de Réorganisation de ta 
Montagne, 


15, Auprés du sidge de chaque 
Caimacam il y aura un Vékil ow 
Déégué de chacune des autres Caimi- 
camies, et chargé de représenter les 
intéréts de ses coreligionnaires 

16. Hy aura un Medjlis Adminis- 
tratif dans chaque Caimacamie 
posé de cinq membres au moins, dit 
au plus, ct chargé spécialement de 
Vamsictte et de ln répartition des 
impdts. 

17. fy aura dans chaque Mudirié 
un Medjlis local, composé de troll 
membres au moins, cing au pl 
ccharwé d'assister le 3 
ice de ses fonctions 

8. Dans les Mudiriés dont la pope 
lation ne serit point homogine, il ¥ 
aura pour chaque élément constitu 
de Is population un Vékil qui sent 
membre de droit du Medjlis local. Ce 
Vékil sera nommé par les notables 
entre ses corcligionnaires 

19, Abolition de tous les priviléges 
féodaux, ot notamment de ceux qui 
appartenalent aux Mokatadjis, 

0. Kgalité de toux devant Ia loi 

21. Hy aura dans chaque Mudie 
vun juge de paix pour chaque rite 

22. My aura dans la Montagne olf 
Medjlis Judiciaires de promidre instance 

Tn dans la Caimacamie Greequer 
Orthodoze ; 

Trois dans la Caimacamie Maronitt, 
dont wn dans le Meten ; 

Un d Zahlé 

Et un dans la Caimacamie. Druse. 

23, Chaque Medjlis Judiciaire 
composera de trois membres au moins 
6¢ cing 0 plus, selon te nombre det 
Géments constitutife de ta population. 
de telle fon. que chacun Ue son ee 
ments soit représenté par un membee- 
La présidence vera exercée menauelle- 

"aL et A tour de rBle par chacun det 
mombres du Medjlis, 

Dans le cas oit il n'y aurait que deox 
Aémonts, Je Medjlis Judiciatre ser 

wé de trois membres, dont dowx 

par l’éément prépondérant 

Tl y aura un Medjtis supéricuty 

nt A Beyrout, et composé dé 
douze membres, savoir -— 

Deux Maronites, 

Doux Grees-Orthodaxes, 

Deux Grecs-Catholiques, 

Deux Di 

Deax Musulmans, 

Deux Metualis 
auxquela on adjoindra éventuell 


Observations de son Excellence Puad 
Pacha 


* par le Président du Grand Conseil 
Provincial de Sayda, et, en son absence, 
shacun de ses membres remplira...« 
+ les fonctions de Vice-Président. 

Ce Medjlis sera en méme temps un 

nseil pour Je Vali de Sayda pour les 
Affaires générales de la Montagne, Il 
pourra y adjoindre deux délégués de 
haque Caimncamie, toutes les fois qu'il 
Sagira de discater unc affaire impor- 
tante, concernant istration xéné- 
rile de la Montagne 


ttn debors de ses 


Le Procureur, sans #ingéror dans les 
attributions du pouvoir executif, exer- 
de in part da Vali de Sayda un 

le sur In condulte de la potice 


Projet de Réorgamisation de la 
Montagne. 


nn représentant des cultes Protestant 
et Isradlite, quand un membre de ces 
communautés sera partie dans le procés, 
ou y aura des intéréts engages 
présidence de ce Medijlis sera exercée* 
+e. trimestriellement et tour de 
tle par chacun de ace membres. 


25, Lon juges de paix jugeront sans 

nppel jusqu’r concurrence de 150 

avec appel au Medjlix 

fe de promitre instance jusqu'h 
concurrence de 600 pinstres. 

26, Les affhires uu-dessus de 600 
piastres seront de la compétence du 
Kedjlis de premitro instance 

27. Les affaires mixtes, c'est 
entre particuliers.wappartenant 
méme rite, quelle que soit In valeur 
cengngée dans le procs, seront portéos 
devant le Medjlis de premiére instance, 
’ moinx quo dans lex procts ausdexsous 
de 500 pinstres, lex parties ne soient 
accord poor reconnaitre la compe 
do joge de paix du defindeur, 

28, En principe toute affaire sera 
jugée par In totalité des membres du 
Medjlis. Néanmoins, quand toutes los 
parties engagdes dans Ie procts appar 
tiennent au meme rite, elles auront le 
droit de récuser le juge appurtenant A 
un rite différent, Mais dans co cas 

ane les juges récunés devront assistor 


dire, 


le ily aura 
trois dogrés de juridic 

Les contrayentions seront jugées par 
Juges de Paix, les délits par le Medtis 
de premiére instance: et les. crime 
par le Medjlis supérieur de Beyrout 

40, Lo Wali de Sayda coramera dane 
chaque Caimacamie an Procurcur Inc pé- 
rial qui devra. tre choisi parmi lex 
habitants du rite dominant. Ce Procu- 
reur sera chargé de constater les crimes 
et délits ot de provoquer leur repression 
Dans la Caimacamie Maronite le Procus 
reur pourra avoir wn ow plusieurs eubsti- 
tuts 


31. Tous les membres des Medjlis 
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Bacellence Fuad 


Ce groifier sera en outee chargé de 
Venrogistrement des transforts des biens 
troobilrs gui seront amet wax 
titres réguliersde possession dont chaque 
propridtaire doit étre muni, =H 
ela porte aucun changement & tn con- 
dition de propriété @ablie dane Ta 
Montagne. 


Projet de Réorganisation de la 
Montagne 


Administratifs ct Judiciaires seront, sina 
que les Juges de Paix, choisis et désigndés, 
aprés une entente avec les notables, 
par les Chefs des Communauté re- 
spectives, et institods par le Caimacam, 

navel des trols Medjlis Admin 
istratifs sera renouvelé par moitié tous 
lesans. Les membres sortants pourront 
Atre nommés de nouvenn. 

Tous lex membres des Medjlis, 
ainsi que les juges de paix, scroat 
retribde 

Les andieuces des Medjlis Jadiciaires 
setoot publiques, en il en sera teny 
DProcbs.vertal par wn. grefler intitud 

joe. 

Ce greflier sera em outre chargé de 
tenir un registre de tous lee contrate 
portant aliénation de biens tmmobiliers, 
leaquels contrats ne seront valables 
qu'apris avoir dd soumis i cette for 
malité de lenrégistrement 


33. Si, aprés euquéte, il ext prouné 
qu'un fonetonnaire de Vordre judiciaire 
4 prévariqué, ou s'est rondu indigne de 
son emploi par un fait queleonque, c& 
fonetionnaire devra étre révoque, et il 
sera en outre passible d'une peine pro 
portionnée & Ia faute qu'il avra come 
tnise 
3. Tout procés en matiére commer 
cialo sera porté devant le ‘Tribunal de 
Commerce de Beyrout. 
35. Tout procts entre un étranger 
wotées et un habitant de la Mon- 
tagne, méme en matidre civile, sera 
porté devant lo ‘Tribunal de Commerce 


° comps de police, avee lequel 
iT deve mainlens Forine pblic dan 
toate Vétendve de son territoire, faire 
cxteater Jes sentences rendues par les 
djlis, et assurer Ia tion régue 
Tigre des innpdts, woe 
Lexécution foreée par gurni- 
saires (havalé) des juzements et des 
arrdtés administratify, tlle qu'elle s'est 
Pratiquée jusqu'd présent, sera abolie 
‘aussitGt que hire xc pourra, ct fem 
placée par @autres modes de contrainte, 
Cols que 1a saisie ou lemprisounement. 
38. Tous les agents de la poll 
fecevront uo traitement suffisant, et il 
leur sera interdit, sous les. peines, lee 
plus sévéres, d'exiger do ‘habitants 
‘Sucune rétribution, soit en argent, soit 
eu nature 
39, Le corps de police se recrutera 


reations de son Ezcellence Fuad Projet de Réorganivation de ta 
"aeemasetarts me Montagne, 

par In voie des cogasements volontaires 
til y aura dans chaque une un 
chef de police pour chaque “ément con 
stitutif de la popu 

40, Les agents de police, chargés de 
Vexéeution dun ordre queleonque de 
Vautorité devrontétre,autant que pos 
sible, pris parmi Jes coreligionnaires des 
individu que eette mesure concern 

Les agents de a police dans a Mon- 4, Il eat indigpenauble gue les agente 
Iagoe porteront te méme uniforme et de ia police portent wa uniforme ov 9 
leerities armes quo ceax qui seoat gue sigue ectriur de leurs fonctions, 
Monoés ax agents de police dea prox 42. La Commission catine gue, dane 
Mine de Sayday avec uae argue de> chaque Caimacami, le compe de police 
te leat Reece yar lle Habit 

43, La Commission émet le varu que 
Je désarmement des populations une 
fois opéré dans le teste de In Syrie, i 
soit procédé dans Ia Montagne une 
mesure analogue. 

44. La Commission émet le view que 
1a totalité des revenus publica de la Mon- 
tayne soit exclusicement affectée aus fraix 
tration et se adpenses 


La contribution de la Montagne sera 
fixée par un impbt foncier conformément 
aux lois de répartition qui sont établies ; 
dans les villes et provinces cadastrios de anes 
der'Empire, Une partie de cet impot awllité publique, ser 
era alldute, come reveou municipal, Limpdt de 3,000 bourer devant fre 
fax districts de la Moutagno pour les _innfinant pour nubeenir aus dépente de 
Arava publics, e notamment pour les nowcelle enganisation, le Commisvion 
outeset les chomins vicinaux. Lautre *#t davie que ce ehifre pw 
Dartisera verséedans lo cainsede "Etat, owblé some snonmodaients) 
tt parrot & tous es épenes En dehors de cet impét, 


ireete ne pourra éive levee, 
aera deus ave des tose Cotmatantc, 


Te consentement deta majorité dex m 
Sree du Medjlie Administra 
45. La Commission éimet fe veru quill 
soit procédé le plos tt possible aun 
recensoment exact de Ia population de 
* sinsi qu’a un cadastre général. a Montagne par communo ct par rite 
Les rouies de Beyrout h Damas, 46, Au att dar lair Com 
Saya, et Tepllsront oceupsen pation et ai que fa wow de ta 
troupes Impecalespar'sablascmcnt Montogne serait ufisennent grea 
de poster milan, t My ata oe par Toccupntion del route 
a I serait sirable, selon elle, que ea 
troupes employées & cette ocoupation 
wom empen 
do Chrétiens sujets du Soltan. 


_fclestaicdire, lorsqu’ily auraun con- Bn cax de fore majeure +... . 


flit entre deux populations ou souldve: 
‘ment de Fane contre Vautre, le Vali de 
Sayda pourrn, sous sa propre responss 
bilité, ou en prenant un mazhata, signé 
Par Ix majorité des membres du Medjlie 
de ta Montagne, sidgeant i Beyrout, 
nvoyer ces troupes partout oit besoin 
wera, 

En outre ces troupes peavent étre 
employées, lorsquil y aura ane f. . 

Le 19 Aeril, 1881 


. et mr lat 
Caimacam, 


demande “expresse 
(Paraphe) F. 





Observations de sou Excellence Puad 


‘ste & Projet de Réorgenisation de la 


Montagne, 


approuvée par un vote conforme d 
Meds Admisiatrati, cer troupes pours 
ron! éire envoyées partout oft besoin sere 

Le Caimnacam, ou les membres da 
Medjlis qui n'auraient pas fait usage dt 
droit de réquisition qui leur est ouvert 

F le présent Article, serunt responsae 

bles des consdquenc 

igence pourrait 
sur le maintien de lordre dane la Mon 
tagne. 

47. Le réglemont de Chekib-k:fendi 
Testers en vigueur pour toutes celles de 
cx cinponitions qo oe vernieat pot 

raires aux principes stipules dane 
ee Articles precedents. 

Beyrout, Je 20 Marr, 1861. 

Parnphé) W, 

Sauf les riservesiniquées 
dans la pidce ci-jointe 


B, 
D« 
R. 
N 


Inclostire 6 in No. 105. 


Ames No. 2 to the Protocol of the Twenly-seventh Merting of the 


Commission. — 


Barposd dex Motifs 


LE Plnipotentiaire Impérial, ynnt examing atte ; 
" , nyunt examin€ attentivement te pro 
riorganisation de la Montagne rédigé et paraphé: par MM. lor Conenbeck tare 
eu devoir, tout en admetiant, ad referendum, dans sa majeure pattie, eomine ih 
Va déclaré la Commission, faire dex modifications dans quelques-uns de sos 
Arties. 11 juge done nécessire de: donner ici un apergu waeinct de toute es 
pdt! Ii susdit projet et d’expliquer les observations faites A la marge da 
Le Piénipotentiaire Lmpérial a nagréga 
\périal admet le principe de dés jon, ct ot 
‘aus mécoanulte cortalnen difeulés de dct, que We decease tens 
divers survenv la auite de dernets Gedaements, w reada_praticable exec 
ton de cette mesure, Aussl iL n'apporte aucune modification aux Articles 1, 2+ 
La division de ln Montagne en trois Caimacamies ne 
oi nies ne pout satis 
besoin La population Musulmuane dant en majorté digs le duener diGiteet 
Kbaroub, il tui faut non seulement une Caimacansie qui doit comprendre la ville 
elo Deinel-Knmar. mais cetto ville, tant habitée par Wes Chicticts ne teat pas 
fire donnée i la Caimacamie Druse. En outre Djeezin, separéo par une erahde 


porte ie 
geld rs du district. Le 
le est maintenu pour Zahié, mais le projet ne 
ministration. Le Commisasite Impérial éavet 
ng a terme et pris altcenativoment du wrin des 
» peut atteitidre le but qu'on se propose, est 
¢ r et 8 sont modifids 
LiArticle 9 ext ad:nin aveo une. girs modification, Le recurs «2° ies 


Caimacams crete uur do Sayda 1 
Porto pouvant dégénérer en une espace de contrble des ac 

Potentiaire a eu soin de a Ia réaction du memb 

Telatif. L'Article 10 ne donne lieu & aucune observation. 

‘Gest pour donner plas de poids et d’éclat & a notnination des Mudirs que 

le Plénipotentiaire laisse cette prérogative au Vali de Sayda, sans cependant 
ver les Caimacams du droit de choisir leurs subordonnés. Les Mudirs dans 
autres partics de Empire sont nommds, sur ln proposition dea Gouverneurs, 
par la Subline Porte; mais le Pléaipotentinire, pour éviter tout retard qu'une 
Parcille formalité occasionnerait & chaque nomination de Mudie, sest arrdté i 
© part 
LiArticle 12 est mainteny, et le 13 égulement, savf une Legere modification. 
Les Cheiks, nommés par les Caimacams, peuvent avoir plus d'nitorité sur loure 
Administrés. 

Le Plénipotentiaire ne trouve rien & observer depuis I'Article 14 jusqu'sn 23, 
of quelques légers changements introduite dans I'Article 22. 

LArticle 24 indique le mode de présidence du Conseil Supécleur,nifgeant 
ABeyrout. Les membres de ce Conseil, hommes peut-étre suns expénience, 
Seraicnt incapables de présider un Conseil d’uno si grande importunce. 1 
Piénipoteutiaire croit d rulier que la pr co soit exerede par le 
Prisident du Grond Conscil de la Province, non seulement parce que ce deraicr 

yue le Vali s’en 
Tee Articles 25, 
et 20 sont maintenns 

‘Quant aux modifications faites & 1'Artick » Heat 
Evident que low grands condlits prennent lear source dans los crimes isolés, rostés 
impunis, Le Procureur, en ayant soin de signaler ces crimes ot d’en provoquer 
Wi ripression, rondra de grands services. Mais il est indispensable que ces actes 
Solent dictés par Ia plus stricte imopartialité. Si fe Procureur est pris parmi lox 
fndigdines, il est douteux qu'il soit toujours porte A 
Yialité qu’un autre, (tranger au pays, serait plus dispose i 
West pax moins utile, vu sa mission, que le Procureur exeree un 
Sontrole sur In conduite de ta police de la Montagne. 

LArticle 31 est complatement 

Las possemion des bions immobilicrs se falsant dans les autres parties 
TEmpire en vertu do titeos réguliers, le Plénipotentiaire croit devoir moditier 
€ sens cette partic de VArticle 32, sane changer pourtant la condition de 
Propriété établic dans In Montagne, 

Les Articles 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, et 40 ne donneat Ticw A wucune 
observation, 

De 0 nts seront protmulgués bientit sur Méquipement et 

police do tout Empire, Aussi le Commissaite 
jo police de Ja Montagne doivent se conformer & 
‘oant partic de cette province, et c'est dans or but que 


Les Articles 42 et 43 sont maintonus. 
Le Gouvernement Impérial ayaat Gtabli Vimptt foncier sur te cadastre 
la Montagne doit étre axsujettic A cette 
‘équitable qui sauvegarde 
cour des ‘purti Le Plonipotentinire: 
‘he peut done admettre [Article 44; il y substitue ce qui est rutionnel L’impdt 
foncier sera perga et versé nu Trésor de I'Etat, Une partic de cet impdt vern 
Affectée aux travaux publion, ct "Etat pourvoirn, comme partout, nus dépenses 
de Vadministration locale. 

LiArticle 49 oxt admis aveo Naddition de quelques mots. - 

Venaat i l'Artiole 46, le Pinipotentiaire da Sultan troave que r ‘occupation 
Militaire de la route de Beyrout # Damas ne snifit pas au maintien de Vordie. 
M pense que les routes de Beyrout & Sayda ct, a Tripoli étant fréquentées, les 
Corninunieations entre cea villox doivent aussi étre assures par des postes 

ilitsires, en outee Beit-Eddin se trouvant sitné au miliou de la population 
Drine tt au cheé-len de la Caimacamio Musulronne qui sera eréée, it ext 
éceumite uy mnintenie une garaison, afin.que Ie bon ordce ot la tranquillité ue 
soie0t pas troubles, 

Lz Vall de Sayda Gant tenu responsable des désordres de la Montagne, i 
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fest juste de lui donver Vinitiative de Yemploi des forces militaires en cas de 
pécewité. Il ne ponte responsable que loequil ala iberté d'action. Quand 
es habitants d'un district se soulévent contre ceux des autres et que lo Chet 
Yadmiaistration ext entrad par co. mourement gente, co chet visors oo ant 
ment pas recours au Vali. Le Pléaipotentiaire eroit done indispensable de laisser 
A ce Gouverncar Ia liberté de preadre telles. mesures os 
nnécessaires, ou de sa propre initiative, ow bien en prenant 
de la Montagne qui siégera & Beyrout 

ae VArticle 47 et dernier est maintenu, 

Quant aux questions d’employer des troupes dont une partie serni 
de Chretions sujet do. Sultaay Cadjointre le Roum lufébeur' x Colerani 
Grocque et le Moubliakn i Zahié, le Plénipotentinire Impérial eroit devoir + 

A la Sublime Porte, “Reap 
Le 19 devil, 1861 


taires qui seraicnt 
mazbate du Conseil 


(Paeaph —F. 


Inolosure 7 in No. 105, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 
Sir, 
Pe ee ee Beyrout, Aprit 26, 1861. 
: aving been a matter of public notoriety that M. de Bewufor 
Nery active uring bis visit to the Pariarch in soliciting matron piel 
in favour o f "Ex 
mur of a Shehab, copies of which I have already forwarded to you I 
Teney, abd avig been further laformed. that it. war the Generals inteution 
Inake progress through the Mixed districts at the head of a coluinn of soldi 
and ccompanied by two pieces of urtilery, I determined to request Mr, Const 
Logers to ascertain whether it was really true that the Commanderin-chief of 
an army which was intended to represent the intervention of Eu 
was going about the country in the charucter of an electioncering nget, clad oe 
it ware in the terrors of war, for the purpose of intimidating a sct of unwili 
peaants into subscribing a document preying for arrangement which, ba 
ful to them, and against which they would be 1 ee 
shoald it ever be brought ito openition ? UA be The Sint. to real 
T was the more anxious to ascertain the exact 
tain the exact nature of his intended visi 
as it was currently reported through the town by his awn allie 0 : 
that it wos undertaken sith the abore object, “The resle of ny inst som 
recorded in the inclosed despateh from Mr. Consul Rogers ages 
With reference to the benetit to the Droses which it is pretended will result 
from the erection of the Maronite Principality ax advocated by the Prench 
(Generate I need only recall to your Excellency's recollection the statement made 
ta ve in conversation by MM. Béclard as reported in my desptach of ‘the 
{ith of November last when the Freneli Comeinsioner stated that i once the 
Government of the Lebanon were place in the hands of the Christias it would 
quite natural that they should * débarasser” thomselvex of the Dense 
T have, & os 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
eo 


Inelowure 8 in No. 105. 
Consul Rogers to Lord Dufferin 
My Lord, 


on Westnesday morning 
Villages T heard a similar acc 


fa The 1 ach General's visit. 
ween eg that on Sunday the Generul arrived at Beisir, followed bY 


soe Fe soldiers, andl two oF more picoes of artillery, and a number of Christian 


Ou the Geueral’s arrival one of the Abd-cl-Melek family, who is in the 


employment of Mr. F. Portal i 
Raeeeee tera: Kat gilt, of Btathir. brooght hiss x fetter roms hie 


Wz 


‘altend to the work.” He then went to the Sheikhs of the family of Telhuk and 
‘aid that the General wished them to accept a Shehab Government, Th 
Sheikhs answered that the Druses were not in a position to accept anything of 
the kind, 
‘The General's dragoman, Mr. Shidisk, repeated the message, but was 
‘equally refused. 
Then Colonel Chanzy and Mr. Scheffer called four of the principal members 
f the family apart and spoke with them in confidence. They told them that the 
sh Government wished them to be at peace with the Christians, which peace 
the wished should be permanent; that they had found the Shehab) family, who 
had formerly had the rule of the Mountain, t0 be the most capable of keeping 
the Mountain in order, and the best rulers that were ever in power there; $0 it 
had been decided that » member of that family should be appointed over the 
hole Mountain. ‘The Sheikhs anawered by thanks and prayers for the French 
ment. The officers answered, “That is ot enouglt we want you to ssn 
A petition, stating that you will accept this arrangement.” The Sheikhs replied 
that they were not prepared to give an answer in that sense. ‘The Colonel then 
‘aid, “You must not listen 10 those who give you this sort of advice: they 
Sennot help you, for, whether you wish it or not, this arrangement will be 
ted.” ‘Tho Sheikhs answered that they and all the Druses would be 
ly satisfied with any arrangement proposed by tho Governments, and 
fonfirmed by orders of the Turkish Government. ‘The Colonel answered, * Itix 
Snly France that ix really wishing for the ‘of the country, #0 you bad betver 
|. We eae hither because we heard that the ‘Telhuk farily wore men of 
1 and understanding, and had influeace with the Druses You say that 
YOu are friendly to France , show now, therefore, your (riendship to the General 
id sign the petition.” ‘The Sbeikhs answered tint they did not feel competent 
Waive advies to tho Governments, adding, “Whatever they proporo wo will 
‘accept, and if the Turkish Govornment place a post or a stiak and order obedience 
Yoit we will obey.” The officers then left them eaying, “You had better think 
‘nore of your own interests.” 
‘The General himself then summoned them and said, “Why do you not 


Seek your own welfare, which is in the appointinent of a single Governor of the 
Sbohab family in tho Mountain? | You will then be at peace with the Christians.” 


The Sheikhs answered o they had answered Colonel Changy, adding that it was 
Recessary first to think of the prevent, ‘and that the futare would take care of 
iteelf— the murders and robberies must be prevented,” |" What!" sid tho 
General, “are the Druses murdering each other?” No,” they answered, “It 
sof the Christians that we complain, and they must refrain from these axsaults 
before the Druses can have any confidence in them for the future.” ‘To thix 
the General answered, "If the single government we proposo is not accepted, 1 
do not know what will happen; matters cannot be ameliorated till a Shebab 
Ernie is appointed," 

Colonel Chanzy then called one of the Sheikhs apart by himself, and asked 
him whether it were not true that the Mountain was much better governed 
When under a Shebab (the Emir Bechir) than ever before or since, and, if so, 
‘Why the Drusos refured to sign. Ho answered that he was young and did not 
Temember the time of Emir Bechir; but that he had tear from hie parents that 
uring the rulo of that Prince his family and many of the Druse aristocracy 
Were exiled, that the Druses in general were persecuted to w terrible extent, that 
‘many were murdered, and others imprisoned, so that they could expect no good 

8 member of the Shebab family. ; 2 

‘The General left Beishr for Abei, Kefer Metta, and Deirel-Kamar. | ‘The 
Tolbck family sent messengers to the Druses in all the villagos which, the 
General is likely to visit, warning them aguinst signing this eee which is 
intended to lead to their ruin. And several members of that family assured me 
Of their firm beliof that the Druses now living in their villages will ‘unanimously 

fuse to sign it. 
Tei, however, possible that rome of those Drases who aro in exile will, for 
the sake of protection, sign the address, and that others who. aro in flight will 
by promises of pardon, &c., being held out to them be also induced ta accede 
to the General's wish. 

‘At Biathir, M. Fortuné Portalis invited the Druses to. sign the petition. 
They refused, saying that there were many families in a much higher position 

2 





than themselves who ought first to be consulted E 

itwee oo signed by the Dry tee woul happen ‘ethan et 
what occurred to the Cheistians at Deir-cl-Kamar., ‘One Druse, » vat of or 
daring, answered that the massacre of the Drases was not so cary « mattar aha 
they foresaw the evil intentions of the Christians towards theme and thet’ 
were woll prepared to resist any general outbreak ; that they Kad bows ae 
contumely than any other community could be expected to bear; and oe om 
every Druse possessing money enough to purchase a measure of whe: pou 
only holf-a-measure, and spent the rest of the money in powder ai a shoe 1 
afterwards asked one of the Sheikhs whether the statement ax made by thi 
Druse were corrects He answered that he had no doubt of his having sives that 
answer to M. Portalis to intimidate him, and to wet him to prevent aad colt the 
Chri but the ruses notwithstanding. thee minonty are more, thas 

ch for the ith Ml at . 
tach for the Christiane with sticks and stares, even thigh they hare 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) 


Inclosure 9 in No. 105. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, 
7 : Beyrowt, April 26, 186}. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit horowith, for yo eney’s informalid 
copy of a deapstch which T have received oy Cond Pen ote ae 
vermation which be had held with Fuad Pasha, respecting his Execloney’ scheme 
for riising money ftom the Pasbalic of Damascus ars 

= T have, &, 
(Signed) ~~" DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 10 in No, 105. 
Colonel Fraser to Lord Dufferin, 


My Lords Damescus, April 23, 1861 
HAVING been informed that 4,000 purses (20,0001.) were ‘being foreibly 
from the eity and villages of Damascus for the parposse bn ts 

ree tc took oorason to expostulate with Fund Pus oo hat 

fo be an attempt to forestall, for an. unned 

tiv objet, the nds about tbo rased fom the sane sean a 

demand of the Christin indewsnitios. Hie Excelleney usiured ne ta Lhe 

being collected was not an additiogal impoxt, bot portion of the regular: taxé® 


now duo; that, notwithstanding hi nena 
received positive orders ftom Constantinople to depateh the ean es ioe 


and the sum transmitted from the 


ri." or ordi 

000 and 7:00 pus 

Constantinople, Be 
revenues, 

articular province for a 

its intrinsic value, was 


various villages to be subjected to its operation; that these bases/having now 
been nearly completed, he would be in a position fo commence the levy in a day 
fr two, and that a very few days more would sullice for its accomplishment 
From the city his Excellency calculated he should obtain 20,000 purses (80,0001, 
and from the villages one half this sum, making a total of 30,000 purses, or 
120,001. He added that if the Government would add to this sum 20,000,000 
of pinstres (about 160,0001.), as he should propose, he would then be able to make 

yyment of an instalment on account of the indemnities. In answer to my 
Inquiry whether his Excellency had any knowledge or expectation that the Central 
Government would probably be in a position to furnish the 20,000,000 pinstres 
alluded to, the Pasha replied that he could only answer for his own share of the 
duty, namely, the proposal ; it rested with the authorities at the Porte to find the 
Buea of compliance, should the project meet their approval, Tho reply will 
permit an estimate to be formed of the probable value of the 20,000,000 
Piastres alluded to as a means of relief for present and pressing necessities. 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) A, J. FRASER, 


Tnolosure 11 in No. 105, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 
Sir, Beyrout, April,20, 1861. 

1 HAVE the bonoar to transmit herewith, for your Exeellency's information, 
copy of a despatch addressed to me by Colonel Fraser, respecting the steps 
taken by hix Excellency Fuad Pasha, for the purpose of endeavouring to ie a 
stop to the demonstrations in favout of a prolonged foreign occupation which are 
nade from time to time in various parts of the Mountain 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 10: 
Colonel Fraser to Fuad Pasha. 

My Lord, Damaxcus, April 28, 1861. 
FUAD PASHA, in a conversation I held with him this morning, expressed 
much annoyance at the conduct of General de Beaufort, in encouraging by his 
presence lange and noisy demonstrations on the part of the Christian population 
UF Deinel-Kemar, in favour of a continued occupation by the French foroes, and 
manifesting a spirit of hostility to the established Government of the country 
His Excellency has further boon informed that similar demonstrations have taken 
Ince at the instigation of the clergy at Jezzin. In consequence & Proclasation 
Par bccn addressed to the clerical body, remioding them that political agitation 
and progagandism is 0 part of their mission, an essential object of, which is 
father the promotion of good-will und submission to constituted authority. - ‘The 
Patriarche and Bishops have accordingly been requested formally to interdict 
their subordinates from similar conduct in the future, snd to traoxmit to hie 

Excellency a copy of their charge to this effect, for general pablication. 
have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. J. FRASER, 


See 
Inclosure 13 in No. 108. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bubeer. 
Sir, Beyrout, April 26, 1861. 


WITH reference 10 my previous despatch of the 20th ultimo, 
transmitting copy of the Protocol of the twenty-sisth sitting of the Syrian 
sion, L hare sw the hoaour of felony herewith copy of the third 

i 


Commission, 
Amex o that Protoca, which bas oly reached my hands this 
wwe, &c. 
(Signed) ~~ DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





Annex No. 3 to the Pro of the Twenty 


(Traduction) 
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Inclosure 15 in No. 105 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, April 25, 1861 
1 AM at length in a position to transmit to your Excelleney, copy of the 
amendments which Fuad Pasha Proposes to introduce into the Commissioners 
rgunisation of the Lebanon, together with a separate 
containing the arguments with which he enforces his suggestions nt* PAP 
ijk advantage ofthe same opportunity to submit to your Excellency’s 
errtcration my own observations on the proposed project, together with a nate 
of the reserves { have felt it my duty to make on several ofits Articles 

As your Excellency will perceive, the views adopted by the ‘Turkish 
Commissioner and by myself are in many respects identical; n°ecincidene of 
opinion the more satisfactory from the fac 
Paper nearly a fortnight before his Excell 

1 am also authorized to state that thi 
becker, whose wequaintance with the histor, 
on the spot during the Jate disturbance 
admits the perfect correctness of the fact ud in ready to: 
‘suwociate himself with me in the line adopted. 

As wo have not yet met for the purpose of signing our final Report, 1 have 
bad ‘no opportunity of communicating the inclosed observations t wy oeher 
golleagues: but with the exception of certain special points of difference, Theliee 
Tmay wafely say that the views of M. de Rebftues and M, Novikow colcide cite 
Ry own. | We are all firmly persuaded of the cruelty of subjecting the varous 
communities whick compose the population of the Mountain to the domination 
a rival sect, nnd! we agree in considering that the hest remedy for the evils nf che 
prevent situation is to be found in assuring to each nationality the independent 
Administration of their several municipalities. 

‘Fo this unanimity of sentiment M. Béclard, 1 regret to sy, is an exception 
and I should be only deceiving your Excellency were I to hold out any prospect 
Of his ever modifying his opinion, He is determined to. place the Gore ce 
£f the Mountain ia the hans of a Maronite Emir; and although he profess te 
to indiferent to the person of the individoal, and repudiates all colninees op 
General do Beaufort’s nction in favour of a Sheba, itt diialt to lineging hie 
10 ene etl by Instructions diferent trom those which give 40 high » colouring 
to the Janguage and conduct of all the other French military ond diplomatic 
Agents in the country ¥ 

[The Dynastic principle of » Shehub—to whose aathority the Druses and a 
et port tie eratian popalation would only submit ypon compalaion— 

ing thus explicitly insisted upon, and the troops of the Sultan hee 
carellyexeldded, oot ote from ‘ihe village, bat oven from nen rosie 
Mountain, it necossaily follows that the de pment of the French Commis« 
sloner's idea implies the prolonged occupation of the country by a forcice fone, 
and introduces into his system rules nnd institutions allks destructice te ake 
Tights of the Porte, and to the interests of a lange nection of the talabiig oof 
tho Lebanon. 

‘As neither argument, Nor the conviction that his colleagues are opposed to 
the principle be advocates, has any effect on M. Béclard's mind, at os to 
Gut of the question to suppose that the Sultan's Government would consent to 
the erection of an independent feudal Government acrosa the high rosds heeding 
from Damascus to the thre principal seaports of Syria, it has become very 
evident that it will be impossible to drww up a collective Report. 

In announcing to your Excellency the prospect of this vnfortuoate disadence 
Plopinion between the French Commissioner and myself, | trust soc eit oct 
Imagine that I have failed to « Weavour to discover some ‘basis for ast 

ety possible combination with him, feom 
Moantain under a 1 


On the other hand, however, 1 cannot consent to deliver up the other 
fommunities of the Mountain—Greek, Mussulman, Drase, and Metuali—to the 
tyranny of a half-barbarous Marouite who would necessarily be a mere puppet 
ithe hands of  fimatieal priesthood ; and 1 sincerely hope that the Govern 
Ments of Europe will not be tempted, in their zeal for the interests of Christianity, 
topander to the intrigues of « clergy that disgrace the religion they profess. The 

ferings of the Christian inhabitants of the Mountain have been undoubtedly 

grat, and no meuaber of the Commission hus more heartily sympathized 
tik thir nitortanes thea mye rkish officials have behaved abomi 
ably, and it would te idle to excuse or extenuate their misconduct, Ts tobe 
vited that populations at least professing the same religion as ourselves 
Bic sense der Mescaas Talat tet Roll Be sent Sow toes, 
derations of this kind to blind us to the fact that on this oceasion the Marunites 
have been the principal authors of their own misfortunes ; and that in a country 
ta'Sriis eth {te aoruly and motley populatioa, the makilestace’ of onde 
Hf order is to be maintained, rust be entrusted to the hands of Imperial 
ity. 
ES Uelortonnlely the Its masonduc of tha Tuc ofa and ty terrtl 
Temults have destroyed the confidence of some of the European Cabinets in the 
benevolent intentions of the Ottoman Government, Coke is ie cas i 
jority of my colleagues have received instructions which preclude them fro 
et ‘Mosiulman Vali‘of Sxida sith ang efficent control over tho most 
tant area within his jurisdiction 5 ; 

Pr Gould the Ports be permunded to: ainsdoa the jealous policy Wich induces 
her to exclude her Christan subjects from the highor offices of State, were the 
Administration of Pashalick indiscriminately entrusted to all clases of the 
Sammunity, without roference to their religious faith, the task of dealing with 
the present difficulty would be much diminished. ‘The Porte might then doter: 
‘ine, in consideration of the preponderance of the Christian element along the 
Seaboard of Syria, to place a Christian Pasha in Beyrout, and tha remove the 
Sbjcctions entertained by the Catholic Powers to the Indispensable exercise of his 
Authority over the Lebanon. ae 

By this rueans wo should be ablo to preserve to the sevaral communities of 
the Mountain the privileges conceded to them in 1842, while adequate facilities 
for maintaining order and controlling the mutual relations of 60 unruly a popu- 
Intion might xafely bo entrusted to n personage who would be at the sume time 
the co-religionist of the majority, and the bond dle representative of the Sultan's 

lovernment. Were this idea to be adopted the plan of the Commissioners as 
Modified by Fusd Pasha, and with tho few alterations L have myself suggested, 
Might conciliate the conflicting pretensions of Catholic opinion and Iinperial 
Avthority. ‘The so-called privileges of the Mountain would be reduced 
Kegitimate limita of municipal velf-government, the turbulent feudat 
er days would sink into the submissive administrators of petty clreumecrip. 
SP The deatractlon of Drowe aad Matooite ‘Kisasalcizalitpa' wool ‘be acta 
multiplicity of the now divisions, all the reaily valuable immunitioa of the 
Moanin wou be qwserve, wile the exer othe graver funny of 
ye parsuit of ctiwe, and the preservation of pence wodl 
hate isle, who would possess the confidence ct, the Pars and 
Whose religion would not be obnoxious to Europe 
WS uy eae atl yt ropa tir the 
Subdivisions of tho Mountain ; and this surprise will not. be dimiai 
shall farther appear that it is io favour of Christan, acta that the now 
jurisdiction will have been erected ; but the fact af four out of five of the 
Commissioners having been in favour of the measure will be # sufficient cuarmmntee 
that peculiarities whieh cannot be appreciated by persons at a distance have 
Muzgeated the arrangement. Such a subdivision ls infact Ue logical consequesico 

‘the only: principle an which th -ac# of the Mountain ean be waintained 
Aad whea it is romembered that all over the Turkish Empire religious 
Communities (Millets) are considered as individual nationalities thatthe Bishops 
Of the Christian seets wre recoguised ns the temporal os well ns the spiritual 
heads of their various coogregations ; that itis difforence in religious belt, and 
ot any distinction in languags or caste, whicl separates the various factions in 
Syria; and that the mistrust and il-fecling which exists between the Christiag 





denomination is as inte 


divided » other countries nations are 


y ry explanation will appear for the solicitude with 
jan scl wcll uel ie as 
that the Gr ta of Zahleh, which, with its dependences baat 


one occasion, 5 
swgis of w Turklsh 
its Maronite Kaimakam 
Pe your Excellency is aware, I, at one tin 
consideration whether it wight not be possible to s 
rat not be porsible to satisfy public opinion 
soiling whe et rl ae pi pn 
of the Mountain; but this suguest nection i 
wich pope 1 place do the Sa 
province, and on the express con ‘the Lebaaail 
Lens te u xP ; moment of the Lebanod 
Id be asi partment of the provinee. 
i _Soch a proves however, becomes of questionable. policy, now: that 
Basescu, an ‘sida are to be rotained as separite and ind os dent Pash 
Beyrout ie rapidly growing foto the principal indi of Spr; be oon 
mercial connections of its inhabitants with the surrounding neg sie i 
tou dis ofthe tutu, ed with ao Basan at 
every day moe jatinate and impertan ptional Christian Gayernocas 
iject of jealousy to the Turl ce of one or more of the Europ 
tors, nnd eonsesuently an antagonistic and rival functioosry to the Salto 
Peggle goad is appointed to the Mountain, how « h otal 
ie ions between them will eve © e0t ible with © alate 
Cas the dispateh of b ines t. i Pe ates, SEE lnc 
Ateeady the merch of this town compl 
owt hit town complain loudly of the is 
. : sh te hare Soteet be the ‘anomalous Desition of the Triniene! ah cael 
er the acapices of protection on the one hand, un to 
fealoory on the ether, the counscle which revpectivly sonnet ede ae 
of the maritime capital of Syria, and of the united Lebanon, are to he still more 
hostile to each other than betbre, it is very doubtful whether a permanent check 
may not be given to the commercial prosperity of those whose intercets —_ 
40 anxious. to promote. rigp 


, ventured to submit to your 


interests we 
Pe pet ao ee 
cola oa rom the nature of the case it evident that. the 
Pasha of the Mountain must depend for the maintenance of his autho ni 
the obedience of « wnat et of police recruited from tribes hostile 10 coc 
ther, and on whom little dependence can be placed in times nenget 
With’ ample means and , he Moslem Gono 
nd opportusition at bis cm Gi 
Mate caren epooaniineM dono he Move Govern ef 
‘gniast his Christian iva inthe Mountain. ‘The tnaterials for Minding foal 
Gian il be eer aie ail ten the nao a pe 
by » the future Vali of Saida will regard from a the fla 
to will have kindled, and for the lepomeion which i Pe 
bial. he is to be no longer 
Late events have distinctly proved thnt, on 
cal atte deity ore! tat on el eens, onder ag 
these troops will necvssaily be entrusted by the Porto to these {eae 
who enjoy its conidenc, It t consequent, the Pasha of Beyrout at wb 
disposal they will be placed, and this personage will be sure to ince thes sith 
ssoch a spirit as shall render them both useless and obnoxious te his allagoe 
of the Lebavon should be ever be compelled to require ther interrenton 
It would be tedious to recount the innumerable Gani 
attendant on this unnatural delimitation—the 


‘s his personal qualifications are concerned, not unsuited to tis position), but 


Appointed, it is to be supposed, under the 


Temoveable at pleasure, and acting far more under the insp 
than under those of his Sovercign, what are we to say to the instituti 
Iative ruler whose authority over his subjects, and whose 

ominal Suzerain, could only be preserved by surrounding 
with all the guarantees devised by diplomacy to preserve the inde 
Iminor States, and by the pressure of a b 

Turkish, and’ yet whose function it will be to 


‘auspices of the European Powers, not 


piration of his patrons 

ion of a 
independence of is 
his Tittle principality 
spendenee of 
iy of troops, which are not to be 


npel the unwilling allegiances 


@f 60,000 or 70,000 Greeks, Druses. Moslems, Metualis, and disaffected 


Tn the presence of these extravagant pretension 


nd conflicting opi 


tum disposed to think that the plan of the Commissioners, combined with 
Pasha’s amendments, is the best that can be devised, With a Mixed Medjlis 
Tepresenting the united interests of the Mountain to couteol and assist him, and 
with the other securities for the pure administration of justice, and the conser- 


vation of their municipal privileges, 


Mahomedan Vali of Saida may safely and 


advantageously be entrusted with such powers as shall enable him to punish: 


time, and maintain order amongst the mixed population 


‘of the Mountain: 


should it be found that the jealousy of the European Powers will not admit. of 
these necessary functions being discharged by a Mossulman, 1 should then be 
inclined to suggest for your Excellency’s consideration, whether it would not be 


more advisable to stipulate for a 
Temoyvable at pleasure 
being appoi 


Christian Pasha, wolected by the Porte, 
nd therefore enjoying the confidence of his Government, 
‘nted to the Eyalet of Saida, rmther than that we should admit the 


tore plavaible but moro dangerous expedient of the government of the Lebanon 
being entrusted to the nominee of foreign Powers. 


Thave, 
(Signed) 


Se. 


DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


—————— 
Inclosure 16 ia No. 105, 


Observations de son Excellence Fuad 
Pacha sur te Projet de Réorganisation 
de la Montagne. 


Article 5. Le Mont Liban sera divisé 
‘en cing districts sous Ia dénomnination 
e— 

1, Kours, extrime partie septen- 
trionale de ta Montogne 5 

2. Kesrousn, avec Mettenine, et sans 
Ia ville de Zable ; 

3. EL Gharb, compost des territoires 
WEI Gharb. Djourd, Arkub, Chouf, 
Menasif et Chahroun, sof la portion 
Mp lerandesasrn d0 donner au district 

Tiklime Khacoub pour y réanir ln 
ville de Deir-et Katnar 

4. Kharoub, avec Ia ville de Deir-cl 
Kamar. 

5. Djezzin, extréme partie méri- 
dionale de In Montagne. 


Art. 6. Chaque district aura uo 
Caironcam qui sera choisi dans le sein 
de chacun dex populations qui forme 


Art. 7, En conséquence les districts 
de Kesrouan et de Djezzin_auront 
chocun un Caimacam Maronite; le 
district 4”E1 Gharb aura vn Caimacam 
Druse; et le district de Haroub on 
Caimacam Musulman. 


Remarks on the accompanying Observa- 
tions by the British Commissioner, 


Agreed 


Agreed 
Agreed. 


Deir-el’Karour ought to be incorpo- 
rated with the Druse district in the 
contre of which it stands. 


Agreed. 


Agreed. so far as i compatible with 
the special reserves made on the same 
point by the British Commissioner: 


Agreed 


‘As the land in these districts belongs 
exclusively to Deuses, it is obvious that 
it would be unfhir to place them under 
‘8 Maronite Keimakum, unless estates 
of corresponding value elsewhere were 
given to the Druse Lek sks On 

3 





Observations de son Ezcellence Fuad 
Pacha nur ie Projet de Réorganieation 
do la Montagne 


Art. 8. La ville de Zahid formera 
d'elle seule une Administention aéparée 
aveo un Caimacam nommd pour trois 
fans ot choisi alternativement dans le 
sein des populations Greeque, Marv= 
nite, et Greeque Catholique 

Art, 9. Ils pourront s'adresser directe- 
ment en cas de besoin & la Sublime 
Porte. 

Art. 11. Par le Vali de Sayda sur In 
proposition du Caimacam dont if 
reléve. 

Art, 13. Par le Caimacam sur Ia 
proposition des habitan 

Art. 22, Dy aura dans chaque Cab 
macamie un Medjlis, 

Art. 24. La présidence de co Medjlis 
sera exereée par le Président du Grand 
Conseil Provincial de Saida, et en son 
absence chacun de ses membres rem- 
& lew fonetions de Vice-Préident. 
Pe Medjlis sera en méme temps. un 
Conseil pour le Vali du Saida pour lox 
afaires générales dé la Montagne. 11 
pourm y adjoindre deux délégués de 
chaquo Caimacamie, toutes fois qu'il 
wogirn de discuter une affuire importante 
concernant Fadministeation géadrale de 
la Montagne. 

Art. 30, Un Procureur Impérial que 
devs #tre choisi en dohors de sex 
habitants. Le Procurvur sans s'ingérer 
tans les attributions du pouvoir exé- 

if exercern de ta part du Vali de 
Saida un controle sur Ia conduite de la 
police locale, 

‘Art, 3. Ge greilice sera en outre 
chargé de l'enregistrement des transferts 
des bien itsmobiiers qui: seront assu- 
Jetis aux titres régulion. de possession 
dont chaque ire doit. #tre 
‘up, sans Que cela porte aveun change 


Remarks on the accompanying Obserea- 
tions by the British Commissioner, 


the other hand, as the population is 
entirely Christian, it is unadvisable 10 
place thew for the future wader Druse 
Jurisdiction. In the dilewina, suppor 
jing no exchange of property fs to take 
place, it might bo well to. place the 
Acklin in question under a Christian 
ppoluted by the Porte, but not w native 
of the Mountain, giving tho Druses an 
qual share of reprosontation of the 
Medjlisies, Such an arrangement, 
though not perfect, is the most ime 
partial the ciroumstances of the case 
permit. Lord Dufferin would prefer, 
howover, to give the Druses property 
glewhere, and make in Djczzin and 
Tuff a clas of Christian peasant 
proprietors 

Agreed. 


Agreed. 
Agreed. 


His Excellency has mistaken the 
meaning of this Article. ‘The Central 
Medilis created by the Commission is 
at Beyrout, and i a judicial Medjlis, 
endowed with no administrative fane- 
tions. The British Cornmissioner has 
{fated in his on, rerves his views on 
tho subject of a Central Administrative 
Counei 


Observations de, son Escellence Fhod Remarks on the accompanying Observa- 
tions by the British Commissioner, 


Pacha sur le Projet de Réorganisation 
ide la Montagne 


ent a la condition de propriaté établie 
dans la Montazne. 

Art. 41, Les agents de Ia police dans 
a Montagne porteront Je meme vni- 
forme ct les mimes armes que ceux 

i serout donnés aux agents de police 
on province de Sayda, avec une 
arque distinctive pour chaque dis- 
Wie. 


Art. 44, La conteibution de la Mon- 
fagne sera fixéo par un impét foncier 
Gmformément aux lois de répartition 
qui sont établics dans les villes et 
Provinces eadastrées del Empire. Une 
Partic de cet impét sera allouge comme 
Tevenue municipal aux districts de la 
Montage pour les travaux publics et 
otamment pour les routes ot les 

vicinaux ; Vaotre partic sera 
Worse dans la caisse de I'Rtat, qui doit 
Pourvoir i toutes les dépenses de T'ad- 
Minjstration locale. 
Art. 45, 
Ainai qu'd un cadastee général. 

Art. 46. Les routes de Beyrout & 
Damas, 4 Sayda, et A ‘Tripoli, seront 
Scoupées par les troupes Impériales par 
Vetublissement de postes militaires, et 
ily aura une garnison 4 Beit-ed-Din. 

‘En cas de force majeure, o'oxt-i-dire, 
Torsqu’il y aura un coaflit entre deux 
Populations, oa soul’vement de Mane 
cate aati, le Vall de Sayda pourra, 
oun sa propro reiponsabilité, ou 

Peeeunt ‘un’ ronsbota, signé” par Ie 
Majorité des membres du Medjtis de In 
Montane, siégeant & Beyrout, envoyer 
ek troupes ou besoin sera. 

notte, oe troupes poavent ére 
Suployées lorequ’il y aura une demande 
Sxprene, Sc. 


Inclosure 17 


Agreed. 


‘This arrangement ia questionable, 


Agreed. 


No. 105, 


Annez No: \ to the Protocol of the Twoenty-seventh Meeting of the Syrian 
1 Commission. 


See Inclosure $ in No. 105) 
—— See 
Toolosure 18 in, No. 108, 


wrven in Reoryanisatio 
Minute of British Comminvioner detailing Pervomal Reve sanitation 


IN accordance with the preliminary understanding arrived wt between his 


toll ‘and bimeelf, the British Commissioner now proceeds 


to place on 
‘such observations regarding the future organization of the pevtl 


fould 


eniently inserted in any collective Report on the subject. 
J veefectly willing to aubseribe his name to © project which has met with 
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the approval of a majority of the members of the Commission, and heartily 
approving the impartial spirit which has inspired their efforts, Lord Dufferin 
‘cannot forget that be hs only been able to associate hitnself with their Inbourt 
by the frequent sacrifice of his individual opinions ; and that a result arrived at 
by such a process is necessarily incomplete, unless accompanied by explanatory 
reserves. 

In order to divest his meaning of all ambiguity, he proposes to prefuce the 
statement of these reserves by @ brief examination of the problem which hish 
been submitted to the ingenuity of the Commissioners, and by an ‘equally brief 
review of the solution they have recommended. * 

For several centuries the Lebanon has been a source of ansicty to all those 
interested in its administration, Entrenched within the fistoesses of theit 
Mountain, its inhabitants have acquired a prescriptive right to certain exceptional 
Pviloges but it isan error to suppose that previous to 1842 there privileges 
were founded on any other claims thin such as a Mountain poptlation I 
tacitly allowed to establish by m weak and distant Government, and it is 
Breater mistake to imagine that they possessed anything of a rel 
charactor, Fi 

AAs fur ns the obscure history of it past condition permits us to ascertain, 
it would appear thatthe Labanon, after the conquest. of Syrin in A.n. 1600 Of 
the Sultan Selim, became subject to the Porte under exactly the same conditions 
‘as any other section of the province. For upwards of 200 years its government 
‘Was administered by Mussulman Erni, at first taken from the House of Mano, 
of which the fumous Fakined-Din was a distinguished member, and latterly 
chosen out of the family of the Shehabs, who derive theie descent from ® 
‘Mabometan tribe of Souther Arabia. ‘To the authority thus delegated by. thelt 
Sovereign to successive members of thess two Houses, tho mingled popilation 

of the Mountain seetns to have willingly submitted, and the various Fashas that 
‘wore depated to assert the precarious dominion of the Sultan over the turbulent 
races of Syria were glad enough to commute the taxes, which it would have 
been difficult for thelr own officers to collect, into a tribute, for tho payment of 


which the Chief who bid highest for the Emiriat became responsible. | Such 


atoms was Naturally calculated to encourage the first foudal administrator of 
the Lebanon, whose capacity equalled his ambition, to lay claim ton sort of 
semi-independence, and it is woarcely surprising to find a man of s0 vigorous 
and unscrupulous a nature as the Emir Heshir gradually assuming the preted 
sions of a petty potentate. In spite, however, of the peculiar qualifeations 
which enabled this persounge to play a rather remarkable part in. the transition 
period during which he lived, in spite of the facility with which be p 
sither Mahometanixm or Christianity as the exigencies of the moment required: 
and notwithstanding the barbarous energy with which he exterminated hostile 
families and tore out the eyes and tongues of disaffected relations, it is evidedk 
he acted mther as the submissive functionary of the power dominant in the 

vince than the representative of a native autonomy, and that his ascendatey 
in the Mountain depended far more on a support derived from without than of 
any identity of interests between himself and its inhabitants. Tt was the timely 
interference of Jezznr Pasha that saved him from ruin at the outset of his eareet 
it was by playing into the bands of Mehemet Ali that he preserved his position 
tand it was the downfall of bis patron that accomplished his own ruin. 

Even prior to his death the system he represented had boon superseded by 
anew oder of things. His nephew succeeded to his title as Prince of the 
Lebanon, but the relation in which he stood, both to the Government and tothe 
Populations of the Mountain, was. very different. ‘The former rezarded. him 

# in the light of a bostile pretender to independence than a convesient 
lostrument of Government, whilo to the latter he appeared as the mere header of 
‘local faction, and the representative of a religious sect. 

Such a condition of alfiirs soon geacrated intestine troubles, To a semie 
‘Mussulman Shelab, adorned with the prestige of the Sultan's authority, aad of 

capacity to make his authority respected, Greek and Maronite, Drude 
and Maly ‘were alike willing to submit, but the non-Christian and 
Orthodox section of the community regaled with very different feelings the 
pretensions of tn individual who had degencrated from the Representative of 
their Sovercign into the organ of a religious community. ‘To the dotaination of 
a ncighbouring rite, neither Greek oor Druse were willing to submit, and the 


ie from Deir-el-Kamar of the Great Emir’s weak representative 
tar the star consequence of ths feeling. Then followed the setloment of 
1642, which recognized as a principle the administrative indepenenos one of 
Aotlier of the two most important races which compose the population of the 
Mountain, and rewarded the loyal spirit which had animated all sections ed 
fnbabitants on the expulsion of the Egyptians by the grant of elaborate municipal 
rahe condition of affairs thus ectablshed endured with questionable 
access until the summer of the year 1860, when Europe was suddenly startled 
the intellgnnce that the lite teritory af the Lebanon was beogme ieeaee 
‘convolsions, A Commission was sent to the spot. for ose 0 
Siewtsisine how far the present dastere wer to be rfrred to thearrangements 
of twenty years ago, and whether it would be possible, by a diffeeent organization, 
toprevent their recorrence, It is to the consideration of these two questions that 
Hiscolleagues and himself have been instructed to direct their attention, and it is 
& record of his individual views upon them that the British Commissioner now 
Aopies, it wil be necessary to arrive at a distinet comprehension of the causes 
Aad charactor of the late disturbances. Unfortanately this ie a mater of some 
difficulty. ‘The phase of unusual horror which they finally assumed, and sub- 
int occurrences in other parts of the Province, have invested i = sain 
With a fallacious character, We exaniine the earlier circomstances of the quarrel 
between Drusos and Maronites by the ensanguined light of the fires that eon 
sumed Deiteel. Kamar, Hasbeya, and the Christian quarter of Damascus, and we 
Confound what was undoubtedly at first a war rather of caste than of race or 
Fligion, with the fanatical exocsses that afterwards enveloped a principal portion 
Of Syria in ruin and dismay. Had the struggle been confined to the encounters 
thand Buabda, 


the aspect of the scene, it is possible that the fact of numerous Chtista 
Tilsge chontal io the heart of the Drove districts having escaped scatheless, 
Ad the stil more significant circumstance of bodies of Christian partizans 
having voluntarily followed the staodards of the Deuse Chiefs, would have 
induced us to doubt whether the steaggle was one either of # purely religious or 
purely ethnic charneter 
i ena we td ast oars ce it 
invader of the Druse Kaimakamship hod been the Chief of accu agrarian 
fevultion ia his own district; thatthe orginal inatizators of the hostile move. 
Ment ngxint the Druses were this man's partizans; that the priesthood, to 
Whom public repute assigned a principal share in preparing tho events that 
followed, lad extended their patronage to the revolted peasants: and thai 
Temerous members of the Maronite landed aristocracy. wore accused of xympa- 
thising with the Druse nation, it would have been difficult to avoid arriving at 
the opinion that the contest was to be regarded rather as a demonstration aguin 
lism und the community which is per excellence the representative of 1 

feudal principle, than a contest either of mce or religion, ‘That it eee 
sumed both a religious and nation) character, and Gully degenerated into m 
tebe war, ad the cruel butchery of one race by another, cannot be doubted 
but oven sn, the religious distinction between the combatants has alwaye 10 
A matter of socondary consideration, : 

rma theo, the Belch Commissioner ix asked whether, in his opicion, the late 
Almsters are to be referred directly to the vetlement of 1542, und the division o 
the Mountain, he has no hesitation in replying, “‘ouly in part, and in a minor 


1 characteristic of that settlement consisted in the administrative 


‘The principal fncipal races of the Lebanon, Thi 


ce, one of another, of the two 
trons most roegcenturmngemeat’ the option of any ather ciple was and 
is, impouible. - Unfortunately it was accompanied by a latitude of self-govern- 
ment which neither community was fit to exercise, and a species of chronic 

result. e 

Anarchy has bora tree thet tweo barbarous and ignorant tribes were endowed 
‘with a semeindependence, no control was left over their international relations, 
‘and no authority was commissioned to inaugurate and maintain the ae 
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municipal regulations which had been invented for them; the consequence has 
been that these have remained & dead letter, and the vicious practices which 
they were intended to. supersede have attained a fatal development. Feudal 
tyranny has beet substituted for constitutional law, and the vendetta system fot 
criminal justice. 5 

Relieved from the wholesome fear of superior authority, with Kaimakums 
whose unpretending incapacity was their principal recommendation, and quite 
indifferent to the control of the venal Medjlises, each Mokatadji, or feudal 
Governor, exercised an almost absolute despotism within the limits of his little 
jurisdiction, and both Christian and Druse Kaimakamiyeh had become. & 
confederation of petty Lonls, each doing what was right in his own eyes, tn 

on his neighbours or his relations as best suited his convenience, and grat 
ing his cupidity by the most cruel exnctions, 

Such a stato of things has naturally resulted in oppression on the one 
hand, and in revolt on the other ; in a spirit of violent hostility between the 
proprietors and the cultivators of the soil, aggravated in the case of the Druse 
landlords and their Christian tenants by the difforence of race and religion, 
in the establishment of blood fouds not only between house and house, but what 
is much more dangerous, between nation and nation ; the whole slowly growing 
by a process of intrigue, social and political, too complicated to describe, into the 
movement which first took shape two years ago, in the expulsion of the Khaxzia 
Sheikhs from Kearouan, and which hus finally exhausted itself in the mutual 
ruin of every mee that inbabits the Lebanon, and « loss of life, both Druse and 
Christian, whieh it is horrible to contemplate, 

Bat if the above is a-corrvet interpretation of late events, it clearly follows 
that the disorders which have sbaken the Mountain aro to be attributed, not io 
the arrangements made in 1842, but to the imperfect development of these 
arrange sri and the consequent expansion of the evils which they were intended. 
to control, 

After the overthrow of the Emir Beshir, and the expulsion of his nephew, 
it was proposed to replace the tyrannical nutocraey of tho one, and the uapopulat 
‘and incompetent presidency of the other, by entrusting the Government of the 
‘two preponderant nationalities to a couple of indigenous Chiefs, and by erect 
in each Kaimakamiyeh m collateral systom of Meajlses for tho admialateation of 
jontice 

Unfortunately neither the one nor the other of these institutions was able 
to make head against the license of the feudal magnates. Natural abuscte 
relieved from the rude control of former days, choked the ‘nowly-trunsplanted 
institutions, Discountenaneed by the Porte, destitute of all prestige, with the 

Jost meagre appointments and un indiierent police, the Executive authority it 
sithee section of the Mountain sank into contempt, while the different Medjilsot 
became mere registrars of the imperious Mokatadjis, or a still more imperious 
hierarchy, the whole presenting the same spectacle of disorder that used 10 
chamaterize the worst governed States of Borope in the worst period of the 
middle aos. 

It is to find » romedy for this state of things thut the International 
Commission has been constituted. Various are the devices which have beef 
proposed. It has been observed with considerable justice that what. are called 
the priviloges of the Mountain have proved but a very questionable advantage 10 
its inhabitants. It is doubtful whether the exactions of the native Chiefs bate 
not exceeded tho amount of what mixht have been dewanded by the most 
apocious Pasbas; while the insecurity of buman life, the immunity of erime, and 
the prostitution of justice, have probably prevailed to a greater extent in the 
Lebanon than in any corresponding area of the Turkish dominions. 

Inrespective of the loxs of life in periodic war, it has been calculated that 
during tho nineteen years immediately preceding the outbreak in 1860, about 
1,100 tuners had been committed within the peeeincts of the Mountain without 
‘& single author of any one of them having been brought to justice, while 
Probably it would be imposible to enumerate the various minor acts of cruelty 
and oppression that bave been perpetrated doring the same period. In the 
Drcseice of thene facta it in asked with some: plausility on what plea has the 
Nebanon beet withdrawn from the ordiuary jurisdiction of the provincial 
authorities? On that of ical convenience? In race, in language, it 
religion, its populations are identical with the populations of the adjoining 


istricts. ‘These districts are as mountainous as the Mountain; and the 
boundary which divides them is as arbitrary as the tracing on a map. Is it 
founded ‘on traditional independence? There is not a tribe in Syria that could 
Rot adduce a similar claim. Is it one of political expediency? If so, the 
experiment has not been encouraging 

Dr Under these ‘ireumetances would: it.n0t be \advieable—eay thoes who 
condemn the anomaly of an imperium in imperio—to assimilate tho adminis 
‘tation of the Lebanon with that of any other department of the province, and 
by the introduction of the strong arm of the law to put an end to the barbarous 
anarchy of Mountain clans incapable of self-government, ‘ 

‘Others, again, advocate the application of an opposite principle, and desire 
to resuscitate, in the person of a Shehab, the departed era of the Emir Beshir ; 
but such a project is a palpable anachroniam, and any rwourrence to the dyuastic 
Principle a clear impossibility. ‘The Emir Heshir was an exceptional character ; 
Sinan of unusual capacity, x Moslem or a Christian as suited his convenionce, 
and uniting in his person the prestige which emanated from the support of the 
Government and that which he derived from the traditional connection of his 
family with the Lebanon, A modern Shehab could only be considered as the 
‘champion of a sect. In the eyes of the Porte he would represent the principle 
‘of revolt, and to the Druse and Greek portion of the population the domination 
of a rival race and creed. His authority could only be maintained by tho 
presence of a foreign and Catholic army, and the active exertions of one or more 
of the European Powers, An axcondaney supported by auch fictitious means 
Would be in direct contravention to the first principles of international law, 
Already the tribes of the Mountain are too prone to scck the sympathy of 
European Powors: the injudicious patrouze of Conruls has tempted them to 
lait n deseription of forcign protection exaspernting to the native authorities 
nd embarrassing to the Government at whoso hand it i demanded ; while, 40 
‘complete has become the perversion of the natural relations between the Crown 
and its subjects, that it is very questionable whether the contraband allegiance 
thus surreptitiously cultivated on behalf of the protecting Powers hax not 
€elipsed, in the minds of his subjects, that which ix due to their legitimate 
Sovereign, At this moment, the International Commision and the army of 
ccupation seem completely to have effuced the Forte's avthority in the 
Mountain ; and the Maronite population is persuaded thot the sole mission of 
the military interference of Europe is to erect the Mountain into an independent 

ity, and to subject every other sect and eoramunity. within its precincts 
to the domination of some servile tool of their own priesthood. 

Such results aro necessarily fraught with mischief, and it seems a eruel 
Policy to encotimage in the hearts of the people an antagonism to their Govern 
Mont which can only excite its jealousy without disclaiming its power, 

"A. reorganization of the Lebanon on such principles would equally 
Compromise the interests of the Porte and those of its eubjocts 

Passing from the consideration of these two extreme proposals, of a 
Lebanon administered by a Turkish Pasha or by a Christian Prince, wo next 
arrive at the solution recommended by the Commissioners. An examination of 
this plan will show that it does little more than confirm the principles adopted 
in the settlement of 1849, or rather that it endeavours to give those principles 
@ more complete and minute development, the only new feature added ov the 
Present oceasion being the proposed separation of the Druses from the Christians 
J the Mixed districts. In every other respect the main characteristics of the 
former plan are either maintained or expanded. In 1842 separate jurisdictions 
‘ere granted to the Maronite and Drase communities: ia 1861 it is proposed 
to extend the same benefit to the Greck Orthodox and the Greek Catholic rites, 
find, with a considerable show of justice, the Turkish Commissioner now 
Mipulates for similar advantages being nccorded to his own co-teligionlsts, 

Tn 1842 an elaborate aystem of Judicial Councils and Mixed Medjlises was 
Cstablished from one end-of the Lebanon totheother. In 1861 a similar experi- 
tment js to be made, with widitional sureties for their elficieney. In 1842 geeat 
‘cure was taken to place a check on the tyranny of dominant majorities, I 

1861 these checks are reintroduced, and by the institution of Vakcels or repro- 
seditatives of the minoritiesin ench Kaimakamiyeh they are invested with additional 
importance, Finally, in 1842 certain iromunities were declared inherent in the 





A. suthciently 
Satisfictory answer to this very reasonable objection will be found in alt 
addition to the present project of two or three important provisions not 
included in the settlement of 1842, In a previous portion of this paper it has 
been stated that the plan of 1842 was thrown out of gear by its machinery 
becoming clogged with the abuses of the old fendal system. 

In accordance with Article, all feudal privileges are to be abolished. 
By this expedient tho ancient Mokatadji is converted from an horeditarys 
and consequently independent Chief, into a eivie funetionary removable at 
pleasure, and dependent on the Kaimakam. ‘The tribute he was accustomed to 
consider ax bis birthright, aud to inorease nt his pleasure, contmiets to a definite 
percentage on taxes levied by officers of the Crown. ‘The landlord whe sues 
the tenunt is mo longer the person who administers the law, and a beneGcial 
distinction ix crented between social and official pre-eminence. 

Proportionally us the power of the turbulent Mokatadji is reduced, the 
position of the Kaimakam gains in importance, and the elliciency of the Medjlis 
and other Municipal bodies is Increased. ‘Tho former becomea a. responsi 
ottieer, pelled by his own interest to act in concert with the Governments 
while the latter, named as it is now proposed to name thee, by the notables and 
bishops of the various communities, will in some sort exercise the functions of 
Representative institutions, 

In order to remedy a further defect in the working of the system of 1842, 

ther very Important item has been added to its machinery, By Article 

Vali of Saida is ecnpowered to appoint in each Kaimakamiyeh an officer of 
hig own in the capacity of Public Prosecutor for murder or any other kindred 
crime, Hitherto the prosecution of the criminal seems scarcely to have been 
reckonod as obligatory on the Government. His punishment was delegated to 
the frionds of the injored person, Hence blood feuds and all their attendant 
atrocities, became the Inw of the land. By rendering the Government responsible 
for the ‘prosecution of crime, and teaching the people to scck for justice 
through the legitimate chanuels, a stop may perhaps be pat to this dreadful 
custom, 

In addition to these two important alterations in the settlement of 1842 
the Commissioners have introduced into thele project several minor improves 
Wwente—a more complete organization of the police: the separation of the 
judicial and administrative fanetic the erection of a Mixed C of Appeal 
at Beyrout; and the introduction of a better Peaal Code. Wall calculated, 
however, us thoso and the two above-mentioned provisions may be to supply the 
dofects of the former armagement, it still remains a question whether 
has been done to remedy what secms to have been its greatest blot, ni 
tho absence of all superintonding and controlling authority on the part of 
Imperial Governtnent, Lamentable a» this omission was whea the Mountain 
was divided into two, its mischiovous effects are still more likely to be felt now 
that it is proposed to creato four oF five separate circumseriptions. In propor> 
ont the numberof independent departments is increased, the debytenble land 
adjoining their respective houndaries is extended, and. the chances of collision 
Between tubjects of rival jorsdictlos are conseqecaily multiplied. 

Under these eircumstances it would neem almost imperative to create nome 
superior authority capable of controlling the mutual relations of the petty officials 
We are going to call into existence ; und somé liberty ought to be granted to the 
fesponsible authorities of the empire for anticipating and countemcting the 
hostilities which can scarcely fall to be periodic in so strangely constituted & 

and under x0 divided an executive, 

__In-muking these suzgestions the British Commissioner js well aware he is 
ssiving expression to an opinion which will not have the good fortune to receive 
the approval of some of his colleagues. With a jealousy which late events m8 
seom to justify, though by a process of reasoning he considers fallacious, they 
have thought it their duty to debar the Turkish offictals from all entey into the 
Mountsin.” ‘Theron 9 Damascus is indeed left open to them, bot Ucy are not 


to stirs step within the precincts of any circumscription without an invitation 
from its Kainakam, countered by a toujonty of bis Medjlix Such 
festriction Lord Dufferin cannot but consider highly imprudent 
‘The gravest charges brought aguinst the lnte as of Beyrout were 
founded on the fact of their neglect to march to the scene of the disturbances. 
When a whole district isin commotion; when the Ksizaakam is perbaps bmsel 
the chief author of the disturbances; when the members of the Madjtis are 
a flight or in arms; when an irruption across an imaginary boundary is 
ondity eh an it be desirable that the responsible oficers of the Enipire, 
who alone dispose of a force capable of quelling a revolt, are to wait perhaps 
Cight-and-forty hours for a mazbatta, and are even then precluded from proceed 
to the point of danger, because the authorities of an intervening Kaitoakumiyeh 
fuse permission 10 cross their territory? It is impossible to enforce auch a 
prohibition, and no Government can be expected to accept such a proposal 
‘To take precautions against the unnecessary occupation of the villages of 
the Lebanon is one thing, but to declare the roads that t it, or any part 
of its area, imponsible of access to the troops of its Sov 
British Commissioner not only an unwise measure, but an unjustifiable proten~ 
tion. Had not the settlement of 1842 thrown difficultics in. the way of the 
Authorities of the Porte st once quelling the original disturbance caused by 
Tannus Shobia and his adherents, that person woukd not have been able to hold 
posscmion of an important district daring two successive years; and the 
impunity conceded to him by the wenkness of the Local Executive would not 
have stimulated the development of his agrarian excesses into the terrible 
disasters of the past year. i 
acing thas discussed the main provisions of the plan of the Con 
sioners, it only remains to examine the new and exceptional proposal respecting 
the physical seporation of Drases and Christians which has been subjained to it, 
Tn principle the British Commissioner is decidedly opposed to such a method of 
securing tranquillity. In the first place it is nothing but the pitiful expedient 
Of a weak executive to produce, by a clumsy and barbarous operation, results 
which would be more legitimately obtained by aa inteltigent exerciso of its own 
finctions. Government only exists for the purpose of engnsing mankind to 
submit their interests to such control as shall be compatible with the maintenance 
Bf society. If separation was to be acted as w remedy for depute, is logical 
consequence ‘ould ‘be the infinitesi al disintegration of the human mice, and a 


disorgunizotion more complete than that which prevails among the more 
at of the 1 ‘Any step in such a direction is a protest 


he days when Nebuchadnezzar 
the oceasion of our solicitude, ‘The traditions of that Monarch's adai 
aro not suffcicatly captivating to induce us to follow imple, and if it were 
Possible the operation sugested by the Commissioners might be abandoned 
With advantage. Nevertheless, it must be rememberod that unfortunately wo 
are precluded by the necessities of the case from being able to count upon that 
‘energetic action on the part of the Government which in other States is able to 

Id the most uncongenial elements into a homogeneous whole. 

‘The blot in our system is the absence of all central authority, and we may bo 
Coitxequently excused if we venture to tinker up the defect with whatever wake. 
shift first comes to hand. It is an obvious fact that the contiguity, not only in 
the same districts, but in the same villages, of communities #0 hostile to each 
‘ther as Druse and Maronite have now become, nust increase the chances of 
Collision, and past experionoe han proved to sus that the nost trivial circumstance, 


& quarrel for a partridge or 0 donke¥, may light the lames of oivil w 

. ar rn eh replantation of the Druses out of the 

tuore exclusively Christin districts, and of Chrstinns out of the Druse Kain. 
iyoh, is a tempting experiment, and provided its excoution be conducted with 

a due regard to the juterests of both roces, satiefoctory results may be produced 

by it, 


cr occasions a similar nttempt bas been sugzested, but the tenncity 

with bist toch popalation clings, to the soil rendered it iinpossible, By the 
of fate events this sttroction has beeu momentarily paralysed, and Tt 
Mhiglt be well to. seize an opportunity which itis to be hoped will never again 


< aF 








The Druses have been al ious for the change. The Christians 

em now most ardently to desire it. ‘The Commissioners have taken especial 

care to secure the operation being conducted under conditions of the most strict 
impartiality, and with a religious regard to the rights of property. 

In consideration of these circumstances, the British Commissioner is pre 

ed to waive his objection to the principle of the measure, and to acquiesce in 

its adoption with the same cordiality as his colleagues. He would merely suggest 
that the process of separation shouid be only applied in the Druse districts to the 
Christians who are owners of land, and not to the felabeen, who are tenants of 
Druse proparty. 

With these observations Lord Dufferin concludes his review of the amend- 
ments proposed to be introduced by the Commission into the settlement of 1842 
He is still disposed to question the expediency of continuing the anomalous 
autonomy of the Lebason, He does not consider that the discordant elements 
of which its population is composed possess any qualification for self-goveri- 
ment. Ho is convinced that the erection of a miniature confederation of hostile 
tribes into a petty epee Within the precincts of an important Province of 
the ‘Turkish Empire will continue to prove a disastrous experiment, He believes 
that the relations which are to exist between the indigenous Chiefk of the various 
cireumseriptions, and the Provincial Governor on whom they are dependent 
of akind which has no parallel in any form of government with which wo sre 
acquainted, and he does not believe any independent State would tolerate theif 
existence, " Nevertheless, if the Powers of Europe are determined to 
the sorcalled privileges of the Mountain, it is only by founding them o 
basis constituted in 1642 that they can ‘be rendered beneficial. It was them 
decided that each community should be administered by its own Chief; that one 
aco should never be subjected to the domination of another: and that the 
Christian and the non-Christian should share impartially in the protectorate of 
the European Powers. ity that cannot fail to gratify their 
Governments, the Commissioners have not only confirmed but extended this 
principle. 

lencefurth it ix proposed that « Municipal independence shall distinguish 
not only the Christian nnd Druse, but Greek and Maronite, Orthodox nnd. 
Catholic, and the Mountain will present in future the singular spectacle of 
differences of opinion on abstruse questions of medivval theology, defining Ube 
geographical limita of political societies. 

Happy in the perfect cordiality that hax always existed between himself and 
his colleagues, even when ho bis hnd the misfortune to differ from them i8 
opinion, the British Commissioner has the honour to subjoin the xpecial reserve 
he feels it his duty to make on a few of the Articles of their plan. ‘These 
Foerves are calculated rather to enlarge than to curtail the scope of the arrange> 
iments to which they apply. ‘They contravene no principle eaunciated by tv 
Commissioners, and embody nothing more than a practical method of giving 
effeet to some of the opinions recorded in the Minute, 

For the ske of more convenient reference, the British Commissioner has 
affixed to each Roserve the number of the Article on which it is made :— 


Articles of the Project. Reserves of the British Commissioner. 


1. Tl sera procédé & In. séparation 
ethnographique dex Chrétions ot des 
Druses. 
2. Eo opérunt cette mesure de dés- 
tion, on tiendra également compte 
des inténtts de chaque population 
3. Lrexéeution en sera confide, sous 
tn murveillance de Twutorité locale et 
des Agents des Cing Puisancex, i une 
Commission Mixte dana Inquelle lex 
diverses populations seront repre 
wentées, 


1, 2,3. This tmeasure need not be 
= out to its extreme limit, = 
may be nilowed to depend on 
bo of the population concomed- 
If due facitities are given by the 
Government in the distribution of 
Crown lands, and a hearty cooper 
tion is afforded by those appointed £0 
superintend its execution an behalf of 
the Five Powers, the proposed inter- 
change of residence may be effected, at 
all events, without disadvantage to the 
Christian section of the community. 

Tt is to. be remembered that tho 
Christinns in the Mixed districts sre 


Articles of the Project 


6. La Caimacamie Druse, autant du 
tooins que les nécessités de Ia mesure 
de désagrégation le permettront, s¢ 
‘comporert des territoires suivants :— 

El Gharb, sauf ln portion qu'il verait 
Indispensable d’en détacher pour réunir 
lex doux partics septentrionale et méri- 
dionale do la Caimacamie Maronite ; 


(voir la carte de Kiepert, 1860). 

La Caimacamie Grecque Orthodoxe 
sera composée du Koura, y compris In 
partic inférieure et les’ frnctions de 
erritoire avoisinantes dans lesque 
Ja population Grecque-Orthodoxe serait 
fn majorite 

8. Tous les ternitoires: de bs Mon- 
tagme qui ne font point partic des deux 
eer ane ence 
doxe seront compris dans la Caimnacanie 
Maronite, xauf Zahilé, quiy avec #2 ban 
Jiene ct son faubours de Mobaliaenh, 
tera placée cous une Admivistration 
Mixte, dépendante du Vali de Saya, 
‘au meéime titre que les trois Caimacams 
Maronite, Grec Orthodoxe, et Druse, 


Reserves of the British Commissioner. 


almost entirely tenants at will, and not 

irs of the soil. In quitting the 
Villages where they are now located, 
they would not be called upon to 
abandon ancestral property, while the 
result would elevate them from the 
condition of peasants to that of pro- 
prietors of the soil. 

The only classes of the community 
on whom the British Commissioner 
would make the proposed emigration 
imperative, would be the Christians of 
Deir-el-Kamar and the Druses of the 
Meta, Deir-cl-Kamar is a Christian 
town sitaated in the very heart of the 
Drose districts. ‘The worst under- 
standing has always provailed betwoen 
its inhabitants and their non-Cheisti 
neighbours, On repeated occasions, 

tecets have become the theatre of 
the most sanguinary collisions, and the 
Inte evonts have proved that the expe- 
dient of placing it under a ‘Turkish 
jurisdiction has not sufficed to obviate 
‘he evil consequences of so scored 
f juxta-position, Ample compensation 
tight be afforded to those who will be 
called upon to vacate their homes, in 
the remarkably valuable property which, 
under corresponding compulsion, will 
be abandoned by the Druses of the 


he British Commissioner ean, 
pledge himself to the maintenance ot 
Te ftincution contained inthis Article. 
In the total deficiency of all, local 
Knowledge respecting tho distribution 
‘of property in tho districts reforred to, 
tts well ns of all. trustworthy statistics 


respecting their population, it would 
be a ture to pronounce definitely 
‘on the fature areas of the propored 
departanents. 


wi advisable to ndopt the 

a ets his Excellency Fuad 
Poche in regard) to the bin of 
b, and. place it under the admi- 
beer FNfomtan, Al the pro- 
yin, this district is either Druse or 
Nforulman. ‘The Christian inhabitants 
are merely tenants. The prine/pal por- 
ton of the population is, Mahametan, 
and the Druse residents do not exceed 
100 persons. Thisarrangement would 








Articles of the Project 


30, Le Vali de ‘Saida nom 
da chaque Cuirmcamnie un Procurwor 
Impérial qui devra etre choist 
les habitants du. rite dominant. Ce 
Procureur sera changé de constater lee 
crimes et délits, et de provoquer lour 
repression, Dae la Caimacanie Maro. 
ite le Prooureur pourra rT “ 
Ploseurs abit 
46. La Commission émet le 
qu'il voit procédé Te plutbt. posible h 
tuo recensement exact de Ia population 
ele Montagne par commune et par 
~~ Au point de vue militaire a 
Gommiasion ext duvis que In sécurité 
a Montagne serait suflisamment 
ma Pas Coceupation de Is route de 


1 serait desirable, selon el 

; le, que les 
fon cea mat ea 
-de Chritieas sujets de Suites ee 


Reserves of the British Commissioner, 


render h 
unnecessary th 


aoe provision indi- 


the preceding Article for con 
fe Kaimakamiyeh 
ntadistict as Jezzin. Tei 
moreover, that cyual facilities 
acces to Beso should be granted 
he inhabitants of every circumscription. 
A strip of Maronite territory ranalag 
from the Metn to E-Tuffih would eat 
off the Druse districts from the sete 
port. By declaring the high roade 
eatral ground, and placing them undet 
the guardianship of the Vali of Saidas 
any ditficultics of this kind are avoided. 
With regard to the Aklims Jezzin and 
EL-Tuffah, the British Commissioner is 
F opinion that as the land in these two 
dlstits belongs exclusively to Drase 
is obvious that it w 
pice them under w Marie Ralaae 
in, unless estates of correspond 
valuc elsewhere were given tothe Dawe 
proprietors. Ona the other hand, as the 
Population is entirely Christian it is 
tunadvisable to place them in the futuee 
under Druse jurisdiction. Iu thit 
dilemma, and supposing no exch 
of property is to take. place 
be well to place the Aktins in questi 
under « Christian appointed ‘by the 
‘rte, but nof a native of the Mountait 
giving the Drusos an equal share of 
Fepresentation in the Medjlises. Such 
an arrangement, though not perfect i 
tho most impartial the circumstances of 
the case permit. Lord Dafforin would 
prefer, however, to give the Drusoh 
property olsbre, and create i Jez 
‘utfals « clues of Chritian pesaat 
obi) ‘ot Clarins 
40. This officer is likely to prove of 
the greatest. service, but in. order t 
render his action efficient he ought t 
bbe given some eontrol over the police 


46. The British Coumissioner 
must 
‘respectfully protest agninst the attempt 
whch ix made in this Aticl to restrict 
the responsible Governor of the Pro 
vince from all efficiont action in the 
Lebanon, daring the eritical juncearet 
which. in spite probably of all ourefforts, 
will prove of occasional recurrence: 
After demanding the capital punish 
ment of the two Pashas for their waDt 
of promptitude in marching troops tO 
the scenes of the Inte disturbances, it 
seems strangely inconsistent to intor- 


Articles of the Project. 


En cas de force majeure et sur Ia 
demande expresse d'un Caimacam, 
approuvé par un vote conforme de son 
Medjlis Administratif, ces troupes pour- 
font étre envoyés partout oi besoin 
sera, 

Le Caimacam ou les membres du 
Medjlis qui n‘auraient pas fait usage du 
droit de requisition qui leur est ouvert 
Fars prsent Ail, sero expos: 

des conséquences que leur absten~ 
tion ou leur négligence pourraient avoir 
far Ie maintien de lordre dans In 
Montagne. 


For the purpose 


of creating a central authority, aswell as 


Reserces of the British Commissioner: 


dict their successors from the very 
‘course which the Commissioners have 
so strikingly indicated as the only one 
which could have prevented the catas- 
trophe. 

‘Torender the intervention of Imperial 
authority dependent on the invitation 
‘of a Kaimakam, who may perhaps be 
the principal fornentor of the troubles 
which render it necessary, would be 
‘anreasonable;- but to require not only 
his consent, but that of a majority of 
his Medjlis, to authorize the prompt 
i xxocutive, is $0 
pernicious as to require no comment. 


‘ith a view to 


regulating the matual relations of the several circumscriptions into which the 


Lobanon is to be divided, the British 

periods, or whenever the occasion may require, two do 
ts in question, the one nom 5 

shall assemble at feyrout, under the presidency of 


Brive pepe of 
the examining su 
Mount. 


‘Commissioner proposes that at stated 
ties from cach of the 

inated by its Knimakam, the other by its 
the Vali of Sida, 


ich questions as concern the general welfare of the 


Tr required to act in concert with n Representative Body thns constituted 
tho Sultan's Vieegerent at Beyrout would be in a position to harmonize the 
International relations of the various communities of the Lebanon, nnd would 
probably fuclitate the composition of such quarrels as may bo generated by 
Hitferences of race and religion, while the control of +o popular an institution 


would be a sufficient secarity against 
This Medjis, in combination with the Pasha, might be 


municipal privileges. 


Tendered reponsible for the maintenance of order, and a mazbatta, 


Iuis being able to entrench upon their 


signed by a 


Indjority of its members, might be declared requisite to authorize the entry of 
y 


troops into the interior. 


Tf thew ruggestions were fortunate enough 
‘ora the Britwh Commissioner is of opinion that 


the Governments of the five Pow 
the pro 


‘of Commissioners would assume a very practical and 
‘ime-honoured division of the Mountain 
maintained. Bach Aklim would be administered by 
trould represent the property and the dominant rite or nation 


to meet with the approbation of 


imple appearance. 
Tato. Akon would be 
4 Mudie or Mokatadji, who 

his district, 


Each group of Mokatadjis would bein their turn dependent on a Kairoakam, who 


would be entrusted with 
co-teligioniats 


fadministration of justice, and represent the popul 


the administration of the districts occupied by his 
‘A collateral system of Mele would scours the pure 


ar elements in the Constitution 


‘A Central Medjlis sitting at Beyrout, representing the several Kaimakams and 


the respective populations, would deliberate either alone or in the presence of 

the Val on_all subjects affecting the general interests of the Monntain.. By 

this means ample security would be obtained fort i i 
vileges, while « harmonious concert would be 

ption of Executive really cxpable of maintaining 

tives of the different nationalities. 

Finally, instead of two extensive Kuitnakamiyehs, res n 
fiefs of the middle ages than integral portions of a united Empire, we should 
have created a number of Administrative Departments, whose Governments 
would the local colouring which wns most congenial to their respective 
Irakiteate, while advantage would have been taken of the present disposition of 
the peasantry to exchange their residenes, ia order to mitigate, f not to abolish, 
the incouvenionces which are incident under such circumstances to. Mixed 


districts. 7 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
Beyrout, April, 1861. 


resembling more the unruly 





Inclosure 19 in No. 105. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sin, 
. Beyrout, April 26, 1861. 
to ind TH reference to my despatch of the 24th instant, 1 pobsets h 
ose copy of report addressed to. me by Mr. Noel’ Moore, when l lad 


instructed to inspect the F S 
revently conponneect {He Foom in which Suid Bey Joublat had been until 


_. Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
—_—_—_ 
Inclosure 20 in No. 105. 


Viee-Consut Moore to Lord Dufferin. 
My Lond, 
IN accordance with 
in the barracks it whic 
‘0 another, having frst obtained 
e room in question is about cightoon fee 
twenty feet high: it has two good sized slacen weame 


raised wooden plat ro 
Voth ae end adr NRE Ose of the room w 


1 ascertained that Suid Bey had the room 


when his cousin Selim i 
Tequeat,” CU Selo Jonblat was placed in it 


atirely to himself, and that 
it was at the former's own 


. Thave, &e, 
(Signed) NOEL TEMPLE MOORE, 
SS ______ 
Inclosure 21 in No. 105, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 
Sit, 


constantly 
‘lay 


take place in the presence 
scrupolous in irwarding sateanstseat 
The narrative furnisto 


as ted by Mr, Bi 
in fported by Mr, Bliss and 


T have, &o, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 22 in No. 105. 
Vice-Consul Moore to Lord Dufferin. 


Sir, Beyrout, April 26, 1861 


I HAVE the honour to report my return from Suk-el-Gharb. 

T found that Mr. Bliss was not personally cognizant of the affair of 
Wednesday last to the extent your Lordship had been led to suppose. What 
information he had he said be was quite willing to place at your Lordship’s 
Service, and I proceeded to take down from his dictation the following narrative 
of the occurrence :— 

“On Wednesday afternoon, the 24th instant, in returning from Beyrout to 
Suk, and just before reaching Bir Warwar, I heard one or two reports of fire-arms. 
Supposing them to proceed from the workmen employed on the road blasting rocke 
T thought no more of the circumstance ; but on arriving at the above-named 
locality, I saw a number of mules on the road leading to the upper part of 
Hadet ; behind them were three or four armed men, to all appearance Christians. 
Surprised to see Christians coming down the Mountain armed, which was illegal, 
and perceiving a man looking stedfustly towards the gardens of Kefer Shima, 
[directed my attention thither, and saw men running to and fro in un excited 
tanner, I immediately made inquiries, and nscertained the following. fhote 
It appeared that four of five Druses from the Shut, disguised as Christians (as 
to Drow ventures to approach Beyrout openly), were returning ftom Beyrout 
with their loaded mules; on arriving at Bir Warwar they were attacked by 
three or four Christians, who seized the mules with thelr loads. ‘The Druses 

shouting for help, ithe direction of ‘Kefer Shima, pared by their 
Christian assailants; but, added the workmen whom T was questioning, we 
threw ourselves between the parties, and would not allow the Christiane to. kill 


iuiry with regard to the report of fire-arma which I bad 
Christians had discharged their piecos in the air, 
y added that one Christian received a wound in the hand from gras 


thweifat. 
Hadet. 
“*T next asked who were the Christian aggressors, and wax told that they 
id not belong to Kefer Shima, bat were a party of marauders, [inquired 
Particularly whether the Drases had in any way misconducted themselves; but 
timated that such had been at all the case, 

Whon I asked why the Turkish soldiers had not interfered to prevent thix 
outrage, and why they did not now go on and retake the mules, the people said 
that tho Turks dare not act so near Hadet (where a French detachment fx 
quartered), much less enter it, for the purpose of retaking the mules, T have no 
doubt whatever, although I was not an eye-witness of the transaction, that it was 
lin unprovoked attack upon the Druses for the purpose of inflicting personal injury 
pon them, or plunder, oF both; and I consider thet if a stop is nat soon 
pat to those acts of violence, they will not only increase in frequesicy and 
gravity, but will, probably, lend to serious troubles, 

‘Another outrage of a similar description took place close to Suk on the 
'Sth instant. 1 was started on the morning of that day at secing.n lange crowd 
ef Druses, men and women, and Turkish soldiers, runaing. from Aitat down the 
hill. On inquiry it appeared that the notorious Nassif Kamili bad come to a 
ficld below Aitat, where a Druse of the village was ploughing, and drove off one 
of his oxen to Baabda: the Druse gave the alarm which bad caused the crowd, 
‘The soldiers did not attempt to follow, a Nassif was already on the other side 
of the valley where the French are encamped. ‘The owner of the ox then 
offered, through a Christian of Suk, 150 piastres to Nassif for the animal ; but 
he refused to give it up for less than 300, and so the matter rest 

Tn the course of conversation Mr. Bliss informed me that the feoling of 
hatred between the two sects was just now bitter in the extreme. In the Mixed 
Village of Abeih for instance, the members of the two communities no longer 
Attended each others’ fonerals ; they did not salute or speak to each other ; they 











ceased to bake their bread in the same ovens; and their women went by 
different ways to the fountain, where they did not converse if they happened to 
meet. This, Mr, Bliss observed, has never before been the case, not even during 
the war. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


Tnelosure 23 in No. 105, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, April 26, 1861. 

T HAVE the honour to report for your Execlleney's information, the 
‘rival on the 23rd instant of five Turkish’ steamers, conveying 850 horses, as 
well ns 1,800 men, partly Cavaley and partly: Infantry. 

‘This evening another Turkish frignte has arrived off this town with more 
trooyson bone, al f whom are reported to be in good cont 

have, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CI.ANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 24 in No. 1 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrowt, Aprit 26, 1861. 

ABOUT a month ago I received intelligence from gentlemen acquainted 
with the country, that « communication had been sent from persons in the cate 
fidence of the French GeneraFto Hattar Bey, one of the most bloodstained of the 
Druses that have taken refuge in the Hauran, 

As it was impossible to suppore that any overture could have been wade 
by any one in the responsible situation of M. de Beaufort, toan outlaw on whose 
head price had been vet by the Government, I paid but little attention to the 
circumstunoe ; but I confees I was subsequently not a little atartled at being told 
in confidence, by one of my colleagues, that General do Beaufort had spoken 10: 
him of the Chiet in question, ns if he was desirous of attenuating the culpability 
of his conduct. When, therefore, I was agnin informed by several persons whose 
charncter entitled their statements to my attention, that the emimarics scat t0 
the Hauran wore now returned, and that the particular personage to whom these 
secrat communications were supposed to be addressed, bad been always cod: 
sidered under French protection, { could not refuse a certain aniouat of credit 
to the rumout. Were anything wanting to coofirm the probability of somethiag 
of the kind having taken place, it would be removed by despatch from Colonel 
Fraser, which 1 have just received. in which tbat officer incloses copy of & 
senuine communication made by Hattar Bey to Foad Pasha, in which it is disr 
tinetly stated that conciliatory advances have been made to him on behalf of the 
French General by his soidiennt agents, ‘ 

OF course itis as impossible to believe that M. de Beavfort could be cogil 
zant of this treasonable intrigue, as it is to imagine that some such negotistio® 
tus that alluded to has not taken place. General de Beaufort is known to be & 
warm advocate for the Government of a Shebab ; itis to be supposed that some 
injudicious persons about him have taken the hazardous step of holding out 
promises of protection in his name to the Chief of the family of the Hamads, 12 
the hopes of inducing him to direct his adherents to sign the petition which 
wow being circulated Inthe Mouotain on bebalf of the ‘French, General 
candidate, 

Before receiving Colonel Fraser's Jotter, 1 had heard that some such 
‘messaite ns the above had come from Hattar Bey to his relatives in the Lebanoa: 

to iuclose the copy of the despatch alluded to, together with a copy 
of Its inelosare. 
T hove, &e. a 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


200 
Inclosure 25 in No. 105. 
Colonel Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Damascus, Aprit 23, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to inclose copy of a letter Intely addressed 
by Hattar Bey, the outlawed Druse Chief, condemned to death for his connection 
With the massacres of Mount Lebsnon, and now in hiding in the Hauran, to his 
Excellency Fuad Pasha. Although this letter does not make mention of a 
Sritten communication from General de Beaufort, as 1 tad previously been led 
to . shows with much distinctocss the nature of the proposit 
tee by the General to Hatta Bey and the Droses, throagh his kaows agwuts 
the French silk-spinners in Mount Lebanon, and emissaries employed by them. 

Fuad Pasha has taken no. notice of the inclosed letter, ax he does not feel 
Authorized to hold communication with condemned outlaws. Boing equally 
Precluded from such intercourse, I have hitherto been unable to lean whether a 
Written communication to Hattar Bey was mado on tho part of M, de Beaufort 
At the same time with the verbal one, but should I succeed in obtaining any 
Millable information on this subject | will not fal to communicate it 

(Signed) A, J. FRASER, 


Inclosure 26 in No. 103. 
Hattar Amad to Fuad Pasha. 


18 Ramazan, 1277, (Le 29 Mars, 1861.) 


JEXPOSE a votre Excellence que penidant ces jours-ci trois bommos de 
onfance du Mont Liban sont arrives chez moi de la part des Messieurs les 
Breapaia uatkzes den fabriques, envoys poor ne. comoraniquer fet: paroles que 
Te Général Frangais leur avait déslaré, et qui ont pour but de m’attirer que le 
Général fernit tout co quo je lui demandersi, pourvu que je sols, aiust que mon 
Parti, sous la protection de la France, Cos onvoyés mont fit, de granies 
Promesses, si je fosais mes efforts pour emmener mon parti vers leurs intentions 

Jnwais votre sarviteur ne conseotira i de parells procédés, ni les grandos 
Promesscs ne pourmaient. me tromper quand méme je devnis pordre lavie, Cette 
émarcho a eu lieu de leur part en venant me choreher cher moi (qui veut dire 
Vorigine de cette démarche était avec eux}; jo m'ni pax conwenti, Quo Dieu 
Ine préserve de pier mon esclavage & mon Gouvernement! 

Les envoyés ont voulu aussi entrer en pourparler avec les tribus et te 
lubitants sur le méme point; je les ai chussés entigrement ; ils wont retournés. los 
Tain vides tout en leur faisant comprendre que moi et toute notre tution 
esteraicnt A jamais esclaves do la Sublime Porte, qu'ils no s'imaginent pax quo 
‘hous ontrorons sous la protection dancune Puissanco dtrangére. 

Jose exposer i votre Exeellenct pour que yous en preniez connaissance. 
Print oi je me trouve Je ser, toujours olisant A vox ore AyeE 

Jon de moi; jimplore votre pitié et mon pardon de mémne. Vos 
a pengea, grands & petts, crux da Hlauran' comme de debel Liban, sont 
soumis, caclaves préts A verwr lour sang pour obtenir votre coutontement 
Nous nous jetons & vos pieds conjurant votre Excellence nous traiter en 
eléanes 
‘Vous savez dgji, Excellence, notre misérable état et combien nous 
seat le bon Dieu nous acorde te bonheur entre dans lo, Bonen grace 


de votre Ei {lors les choses passcraient comme désire wotre Excellence 
apie age oma asia Signs HATTAR AMAD. 
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No, 106. 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell—(Reeciced Moy 11.) 


(No. 103, Secret andl Confidential 
My Lord, Beyrout, Aprit 26, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Loniship’s information, 
copy of a despatch which I have received frou Mr. Consul Rogers, ecspecting & 
reported conspiracy azuinst Fuad Pasha's lif 

T have, &e. 


od) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
Inclosure in No. 106, 


Comaul Rogers to Lard Dufferin. 


My Loa, Beyrout, April 26, 1861, 
I HAVE the honour to report that, on my arrival nt Aitat on Wedn 
tnomning, I had a privato interview with a Druse of B'tathir, who had exp 
his readiness to e the opportunity of questioning him in relation to the 
following cireu 
He related to me that, about three days before the departure of his Exoek 
Jency Fuad Pasha for Damascus, a man named Louis ——, who is emplo 
by the French Road Company, camo to bis house in B'tathir and. afte 
salutation invited his to proceed at once with him to Beyrout, sayi 
splendid opportunity for getting rich was now presenting itself, abd he must nob 
miss it, The Druse asked what was the nature of the business. He anqwered 
that he should be duly informed in Beyrout. ‘The Druse refused to go that 
t- Louis returned alone, and on the following morning they met bf 
appointment outside the town. ‘They weat together to the house of anothee 
Person named Alexandre ——, who is also in some way employed by the 
French Road Company, and is also contructor for some of the army provision 
Here Louis left him ; the master of the house came to him and told bit 
in the first place, it would be necessary for him to swear never to divulge 
he was about to impart. It wasa matter which might be the means 
waking him exceedingly rich in for hits s great position. ‘Tho msi 
refused to. swear. M. Alexandre , taking his bare word, informed iat 
at he wished him to shoot Fuad Pasha, ond that if be did x0, he should heré 
1.0001. ewan}, and should be protected from all iajury that might occur to ithe 
He replied that he did not know how or where to get_an opportunity of doit 
so M. Alerundre answered thot as Fuad Pawba goes out for a ide 
almost every afternoon, with but one or two attendants, and that on his 
at the pine forest he generally dismounts and paces to and fro for a time, Ue 
tleed could be easily effected om such an occasion ; that a Fronch soldier. a 
be placed near the spot, to whom he should make the best of his way after the 
deed was committed, and that he would give him the 1,000/. and conduct bia 
to n place of safety, if he could not find one for himself. "That if such an 
tunity did not occur, it would perhaps be still more easy to do it on the to 
Damasews, whither his Excolleney war going in a few days. ‘The Druse aifs 
thi he was afraid to refuse, lvut did not promise to perform the deed, and oo his 
secretly informing Sheikh Said Faur, the latter reported to me in briek 
The extraordinary nature of this alleged conspiracy made me question the 
truth of the 40 that on my arrival at Aitat T demanded a private interview 
With the Drase ix question, who came forward quite willingly; he guve mesuch 
detailed and cireumstantial account of the transaction that 1 no longer doubt is 
truth, | Said Faur says that bie betioves that the French soldier, instead of payid 
the 1,0004,, would havo shot the Druso dead, by which act he would have avenge 
the murder, and prevented his confession, 
The Druse begged me moxt carnestly not t0 allow a report of the <ircus- 
staneer to be spend in Beyrout, lest he should be persecuted 
Thave, Ke. n 
(Signed) E. T. ROGERS. 





Eorl Cowley to Lord J; Russell.—(Reeeieed May 11.) 
ae Paris, May 10, 1881 
My Lord, i" aes 

THO as now informed me that it is the intention of 
a Gusanment to vation w squadron 00 the const of SYR. 

taper acelin says tnt be continues to receive ery unsaistctory reports 
ee eyromt c approaching departure of the troops bas filled the 
Christian populations with dismay, and that as many as 15,000 soul 


i ee the country anider French protection. 
for rer rouveoelitmated tha this soll was Renin the reach 
Government would be obliged to. give these people an any in Age 

(Signed) ” COWLEY. 





No. 108, 


Kart Conley to Lord J, Russell. (Received May 14.3 


(No. 710,) Paris, Mey 13, 1861. 


wult, giving an aacount of a conversation 
Trt reference 0. the fature Government 
cl great satisfaction. 
Tonlship eonsents to the nomination of x 
“pristian CI ‘opinion that. that Chief 
cmd 1 ees ti you are willing to leave that point to the decision of the 


Inajority of the Representatives at Constantinople, SEE, 


(Signed) COWLEY, 


SSS eee 


No. 109. 
Lord J. Russell to Kart Cowley. 


ghee Korelgn Office, May 18, 1861. 
re 7 instant, 
"oT HAVE vour Exxeellency's despatch No. 710 of the 13th instant, 
LAV ee el had Yepored to. his Goveramoat that T had 
Mating thet, Count f for the Lebanon, and 


‘nomination of a single Christian Ch 
Fara ie ta the opioion that that Chief should not be w native, 1 was 
that while holding to the 


Hae oes that point to the decsion of the majority of tho Repreventatives 
Bctness ws 3 rly, that the Fronch Ambassador 
1 have to Mate tel the purport of my remarke..-1 sad Indeed 
Tau, bare ei ae ik appoiokert of ove Catan Chet 
per tl ms: ined that be must not be a native, ine 3 
the Mountain, but Le say's ry roe 
the various instruct =i" Ambar 
nos fant. do Flabautt, 
ile to determine 


Your Excellency will doy 
M. Thourenel, that if the French 


tring anne a» Governor of Oe Me atablibes that distict, and tho French 
® authority, con, be entablis 


Canasnirs eit alone by responsible for Une impediment thus occasioned to tho 
Government will alone be resp 
rextoration of order there, ee 


(Signed) J. RUSSELL 








212 
No. 110, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Reevierd May V6. 
(No. 105.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, May 3, 1861. 

WITH reference to my previous despatch No, 98 of the 20th ultimo, I have 
the honcur to transmit herewith, for your Lordsbip’s information, copy of 9 furthe 
despatch from Colonel Herman respecting the condition of the Drase. prisoners 
and exiles. 

Your Lordship will perecive that Colonel Herman strongly deprecates the 
Policy of transporting any more prisoners to Barbary, owing to the lnited accom 
modation which the Government can afford thet, aivd I havo not failed te draw 
his Excellency Fuad Pisha’s attention to this important subject 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


SS eee 


Inclosure ia No, 110. 
ConsulsGeneral Herwian to Lori Dufferin. 


My Lord, Tripoli, April 18, 1861, 
OF the 260 Druses whose arrival tol had the honour, on the Sth instant, 
$f reporting to. your Lordship, two are already dend, and twenty-six others are it 
hospital with typhus of » malignant type. ‘The Chief of the Medica) Staff, 3 
German, tells me that they brought the germs of the disease with them, 
In x convertion I had yesterday on the subject with the Governor-General 
ho told me that according to the " deftor”* ‘went to bi sik are reported: 


as criminals the remainder are sim (exiles), but he bas 
Geeived no suggestion from Fusd Pasha to quarter them in the hill distret of 
Ghavina, the features and physical configuration of which, as his Excellency roid 


your Lordship, bear some resemblance to the environs of in Syria, 

cite popolation of this and the adjacent districts support with: lapatience 
the Turkish rule, and have repeatedly revolted ; but hitherto all their efores ava 
the lack of unity of design nnd well-wstained vigour of action which mort thee 
operations, have proved abortive 

Ainong these Deuse Chiefs, howover, of cognate race and language to the 
ative population, there may bo some qualified not only to handle large maasen, 
but to impart to them a tactical dition, and who, the GoverneeGeneral 
observed, if only with the object of ereatiog a divi 
bbe induced to head an insurrectionary tueed only tell your Lardahip 
that hore, usin other parts of the Turkish Empire, forign intrigue never anton, 
w was sigoally illustented during the rebellion that broke out in the bill diselets 
of this Regency in 1855, which it required more than two years, and en itr 
expenditure, to put down, 

Under these circumstances, the Pash questions the poliey if even suitable 
‘Accomodation existed, of locating these exiles in the bill districts, Bot what 
bas jnsired bien with a feeling alm approaching to dismay is the report. that 
further detachments ofexilos and erininaly are coming {soon Syria. To adequately 
Provide for these already bere, consistently with their well-being and safe krepings 
already severely taxes the tnoans at his disporition. Should the already exiting 
Aiicalties be. omplicated by fresh arrivals, should, from the want of proper 
artes, an epidemic break out amongst thea, no improbable contingeey of 
the advent of t season, the results arising from nntaral eauses would serve 
Wpieittteibuted to Turkish cruelty and neglect, and thus add to the wbloquy 
jihieh already rests on the Ottoman authorities. I therefore wentursre tec the 
pentty of observing to your Lordship that ta add to the number uf Deus already 
here will be a measure of very questionable policy 

Thave, & 
(Signed) G. F. HERMAN. 





213 
No. 111 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Rusvell.— (Received Moy 16.) 
eres ; Beyrout, May 5, 1861, 
y HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's information, 
opies of further despatches which I have this day nddressed to Her Majesty 
Ambassador at the Parte. race 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. ULL 
Lard Dufferin to Six H. Bulwer, 


Si Beyrout, April 30, 1861 
‘ 5 
P E : cour Excellency’s, copy of 
E the honour to inclose herewith, for your yf 
Ee 
in which he reports. Fu 's observations a 
diferent vatjects brought under his Excellency’s woten by any directions. 
wT would beg to draw your Excellency’ attention to the saris spate of 
Which the report in question treats, but more expecially to ee 
1b the late conduct of ‘General de Heaofort ia tho Mountain, and to the Hie 
hich hs ben vewed by the Orton Commun 
ave, &e, <s 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Incloture 2 in No. 111 


Colonet Fraser to Lord Dufferin 
Damasews, April 26, 1861 
Viney ‘ing your 
1 io © last evening the poket containing you 
Loritt's not of the 24th staat a well ws thos of tHe sate date tnarated 
‘aes ae tae coxnmuricated, personally, with Toad ag i the 
jects referred to nnd in order fo admit of Mr imine 
me a teat Leg poor Lordship. to permit ine to record categorically 
Be een ten aa, ail eeuig te 
Ri A Ree Ee eye 
eee) yor the conédential communication rogueding. his penal sty 
already reesived through Abro Eleadi—the Pasha offers his best and grateful 
Bes A comnncintoa Bad sto Yeon recived from, Abr Efrain 
e grave state Suid Bek Joublat's health, and an ot ul transinit 
to Amd Pasha eal him every modical aid and inilesnce oh 
the walls of the barracks. At my request, however, #u ported by the metal 
Opinion trawitted for his Excellocy’ waisfaction, the Pasha bay coms ae 
feria ne with a letter to Abro Efendi, beres nh inclored, and wl De leno. 
to ret to that fetionarydweting hin, notwita 
tons already sent this subject to Ahmed Pasa to have Sid Bek transfered 
to alate reves, 4 that he ray cy cng of Gt and the scety of 
await te aur Gower to dismish hs Exeelleneys penonal responstility 
ia this aatter, Abro Efendi is desired to leu that the other Conmisioners 
alread i ck's it ot and ud . Wi une 
Fae eee eee eee ir icicdare and to tke the seceeury precane 
Bo eA al cut thre the Pus i greater concession than the above; 
waa a 


‘hich T sincerely trast may secure the desired relief ef 





4. With regard to the Jew under sentence of death, for having, as alleged, 
‘ourdered a Christian during the massacre of Damascus, his Execllency states 
that he cannot release him, unless the Extraordinary Tribunal, by their repart 
on a review of the case—which will not be completed until the day after to- 
‘morrow—find his icnocence or alibi satisfactorily established, 

‘The investigation demands ample time and care, as up to the present 
moment the Christians adbere to their accusations ; and only so late ss peters 
Tam informed, a petition was presented against him, while, on the other band, 
1 decision in favour of the Jew, should such after due deliberation be arrived at. 
aust form a precedent applicable to various other prisoners who have already 
been condemned. 

His Excellency promises a final reply on Monday next, 

5. Yusef Keram will receive all the support his Excellency can give 
him, and, in proof of the Pasha’s satisfaction, he will be presented with a deco 
ration, 

6. The wu 
the Mountain, pr 
ship, will still be 
ration of the Porte. 

7.” Hin Excelleney:does not expect to be able to leave Daransous for nt least 
fifteon days: All the necessury proclamations and public notices rexarding the 
forced impost are propared, but his Excellency desires at the moment of public 
ing thom, to be able to proclaim » general amnesty for both the Moslems aod 
Druses, ns the Christine almost daily still continue to accuse individuals of both 
these denominations, demanding their arrest. He therefore hopes, in order 40 
admit of the proclamation of amnesty, that he may shortly receive the decision 
of the Porte regarding the Druse prisonors, and further considering it important 
that he should be here to auperintend both the announcement and collection of 
the impost, In the meantime the evaluation of the Christian losses is proceeding 
rapidly. 

5. Hix Excellency voluntarily referred to the unwarmntable and factious 
proceedings of Geaeral de Beaufort, who, according to the inforrontion received, 
hax been making 
and escorted by a large body of Freneh Infantry and Artillery, for the purpose 
‘of political propagundism, thos exciting the minds of the popalation toa degree 
highly dangerous to the general tranquillity. 

Fuad Pasha bos accordingly transmitted a despatch to Abro Efendi, to be 
brought: under the especial notice of M. Béolard, in which he statos, that if 
M. de Beaufort continues a line of conduct 40 entirely beside his proper fanc- 
tions, the Pasha will no longer be responsible for the continued tranquillity of the 
country. In the meantime Licutenant-Colonel Hasan Bek has been dispatehed 10 
Mokhtarab, ia order that he may, on the spot, consult with Omar Pasha, apd 
report {chit Excellency without delay what reinforcements oF other sultry 
Precautions may be requisite to the public peace, menaced by tl 
iene y ite to preserve the public peace, y 


thoogh Mount Letanon, uesonspanied by M. Schetter, 


cellewey has also tranamitted to Abro Efendi a dexpatch contesting 
the allegations contained in the address of the Beyrout merchants, and asserting 
that order was restored without the aid of foreign intervention, and can equally 
bo maintained without it, 

He nt the same time requests that the Commissioners should abstain from 
transmitting the document In question to their respective Governmenta, and 
protests ngainst its being Inid on the table of the Commission, or placed amidst 
its archives, 

9% T beg your Lordship to do me the favour of informing Mr. Consul 
Rogers that I have handed to Mr. Acting Consul Wrench Sir Henry Bulwer’* 
despatch, tranemitted to be by Mr. Rogers, desiring any further {aformation 
‘equired concerning the origin of the crosses chalked on some Christian houses 
two months go, and have requested Mr, Wreach to supply the Ambasadoe— 
under flying seal to your Lordship as usual—with any additional information 
‘obtained on this subject, 

shri 20k the opportunity of Fund Pasha's reference this morning to continued 
Christin Aeetsations, to ask whether the Ottoman authorities had ever discov 
the authors af the proceedings. He replied that, although the Government had 


not been able to discover the individuals, all their investigations went to show 


that the crosses had been made by the Christians leryreie 
(Signed) "A. J. FRASER, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 111. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Si, Beyrout, April 30, 1861. 
‘ é fendi has come 
honour to inform your Excellency that Abro Efe 

tome pith's Liter addresed to hint by Fuad in which is Excellency 

miplamns with some bitterness of the tendency of the French General's conduct 

Iino op: ‘stato of excitement and irritation in the minds of the Christian 

witb Turk Commngoner conctdes, by sain ta, under sch cu 
himself responsible for what may occur. 

"sero lend tas teen tntaced to allow ech of te Comision to 
read this communication, and to call M, Béclard’s particular attention 


(Siened) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 111. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Beyrout, April 30, 1861 


Sir, ; 

; dlenpat 2 to inclose to your 
IN my despatch of the 26th instant I had the honour to in you 

Bxcelnncy con of s sistement. ade by Mr, Ble, an Amerian iisonsy, 

stich went to show that in the itmediate vicinity of eyrout, and of vil 

eceupiel by Pooch troops, the Druses were all being recs ace 

Christians, that the neighbourhood of ‘rench encampr 

i tetiyes thn ction fn Tork solr and ative POC 

‘As such a condition of alfairy sows to fragt wit dangers 
4 10 bring the subject ander the consideration i 
Ne ct anolidal meetings Tpervonaly communicated to my: collegues 
and to Abro fendi Mr, Bliss's sareative, gmiting only auch allusions ah 
i to at je of the French lors. 

A ean oy eet repress ef the rsponsity which we 
were all incurring, aod notwithstanding the somewhat vehement op} palin 

M. Béclard, who would not associate himself with my motion until all the other 
members of the Commision had given their awent, it was agreed that the 
following postage from Protocol of the sitting should be communicated to 
pie ‘ Datferin tondant 

«Los communications qui vieanent d'ttre faites par Lord Datfer 
Ab prouree ue Tvtat des clnce dans la Montagne, eu Sard A Vbostlté des 
a pero ae 
Sieuler ibrement jar site de ce que ls popalations Chrtiom pe Fesevant 
point les satisfactions qui leur ont éé promises, sont portées rea Bes sae 
{les memes, la Cotnmission croit nGcessaire d'uppeler attention 
Ottoman sur ensemble de cette situation,” 

"The formal recognition which has at lw 
Commissioners of the apn a ee =p 
towards the Druscs, is very significative, more Srsereneie 
connection with the well-koown religious and political sympa Ne y 
of cole 2“ That ae should have beat induced to address Fund Pasha 

The thiact ih so marked a manner distinctly shows that they can no longer, 
swith sos show of decency. ahve thei eyes to what is passing on around us; and 
Teinaexty trust that the delicate intimation which will be thus couveyed 0 
Leics OF eee ems rst we et tae one 


st been taken by the European 
itude aasutned by the Christians 
dally when considered in 





demonste 


LTHINK it well to inf 
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basis of an 
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it is prob 
ill have 
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Tnelosure 5 in No. 111 


Lord Dufferin t 


Bey Apr 


tatinti 


0, 186% 
and 
the 


m your Excellency that the 


h M. Béck : 
kow a 
ny calculations 
ty the natives th 
us to represent thei 
abl 


induced them 


nayaelf have to accept them 
They havo been pri 


2 infor 
i as tho Mi 
urably 0s po 


their statements have been much : 
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alrvaily 
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DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 111 
Memorendum 


IT wil b 

"ca toe empl by ffs na eng na 
oat La Consulates-General, with on ception Mr Abeese ke tom 
toy Rauation than mine: still this difference isnot very great, which leads 
fa information: furnished is founded upoo satisfactory 


Me. Aneia’s Tasc, 








Tew Shar 3.) 1409 
ce -| 
‘a | 
aM a acl lM cd a 

Doe geil sa 10: igned) K. T, ROGERS, 


——— 
Inclosure # in No. 111 


Lord Dufferin to Sir Hf. Bulwer. 


Sir, 
Beyrout, April 30, 186), 


h appears. to provail 
iurope respecting the motives which, F Coumsiesneta 


IN consequence he ce o 
to CN gomeuence ofthe misconception whic 


shandon th idea of placing the Lebanon under» single Clete oom 


developed in tho sixteen Articles I had the Lonout wheter pee, 


Jency in my despatch of the 1Sth of necessary 
antion ‘iat four out of five of the Coeciencten ane considered tha 
metigement eould only bo ygreed to on the condidon that ‘the yeous 
iyria should be lieu to the control of a Governor-General 
out, 
the nows arrived that the Porte had refused to 
we Provinco in the hands of a singlo Individual, the farther 
Weare engaged became unnecessa 
ty of sentiment 


fs order to prevent all chatice of miseon 
at every meting, and added to the Ist Article the words Panne eee 


Governor Gener Yesterday T bd. the hoes any een the 


whether the above was a true version rman si 
b a of the tr vetion i ef 
ifirmative, and M. Béclard intimated thi in his i inion niall tected 


“aupercherie” had any one of us pre x 
Upthe Aries referred to execpt on wh aa unlewtantg em ha ores 


have, tc. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND GLANEMOYE, 


a 


Inclosure 9 in No, 111, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, May 1, 1861. 

HAVING been obliged, to my great anuoyance, to communicate to your 
Excellency certain fucts tending to place General de Beaufort’s conduct during 
his progress through the Lebanon in an onfayourable light, 1 did not deem it 
consistent with the personal friendship existing between us to conceal from that 
officer the nature of my correspondence in regard to him. 

1 therefore paid a visit to the French head-quarters yesterday, and haviog 
prefaced my observations by stating that I did not come to the General as a 
Commissioner to ask for an explanation, but simply as a friend to put him on 
his guard, as it were, aguinst mywalf, 1 proceeded to state that I had heard with 
regret of his having forced Yusef Keram into a reconciliation with Tannus Shahin, 
4 man whorn the Christian Kaimakam had been instructed to arrest, and whose 
Turbulent conduct and disaffcetion to the Government had ino grest. measure 
contribated to the late disturbances ; that, in the next place, I had becn forced to 

Governinent against attaching any considerable importance to the 
Shchab petition which was now being hawked about the Mountain under the 
Personal superintendence of his Staff, as a document favoured by such brilliant 
Patronage could searely be considered an independent ‘expression of opinion : 
find that, lastly, { was becoming very uneasy at che hostile nttitade assumed by 
the Christians townrds the Druscs, ax I dreaded lest, presuming too much on the 
benevolent aympathies of the French army, they should be tempted into nots 
of even more extensive retaliation than those in which they had indulged, and 
heceniiinte tho intervention of the ‘Turkish troops, which might, perhaps, be 
regarded with displeasure by his own soldiers and occasion a collision, the conse. 
‘quences of which it would be impomible to predict 

"To these observations M. de Beuufort replied by stating, that in the first 
place he had not been made aware till afterwards that Yusef Keram had received 
Orders to arrest Taonus Shubin, that the reconciliation was yoluntary on the part 
of tho Christian Kalmakam, though effected at his solicitation, and that he 
considered he should have rendered a service to the country had he succeeded in 
his endeavours to reinstate Shahin in the ood gmce of the Government: that 
with regard to the second point he had thought it bis duty before leaving. 
country to make himself personally acquainted with the sentiments of the various 
lasocs of its inhobitaota; and that lastly, elthough he was aware of the." xur~ 
excitation" which hind lately manifested iteclf among the Christians, there wax 
to danger of any such catastrophe occurring ax that to which 1 had alloded, as 
ll his officers had received the most positive orders to maintain an attitude of the 
strictest caution, and to do all in their power to assist the authorities, 

replied that it was a great relief to me to. receive such an assurance, as it 
would be a disgrace to all of us who were in the country did anything of the 
kind ocour. 

‘At this moment our convorsation was interrupted by the sound of military 
tnusic, and the tramp of Infantry marching underneath the corridors, On 
Jockin ont wo perceived some newly arrived ‘Turkish regiments diling past 
the General's quart 

Shortly aRerwards Count Bentivogtio came in, ‘This gentleman seemed 
disagrceably impressed by the +pectacle we were beholding, and during a subye~ 
quent part of our conversation obverved, in. reply: to a query t addressed to hi 
sto whether or not 1 wat to cousider the local. demonstntion in favour of 

Jongation of the French occupation as inany way countenanced by the Agents 
a rcscaw tives of the French Government on the spot, that.the French troops 
‘were eving, but that -he hoped rome.‘ cataclysm” might yet pocur to prevent 
their departure. 

it fs but fair to mention that the French Congn! was touch excited when 
he made this announcement, and that it.was haearded in the confidence of 
familiar conversation, The subject, however, i# too setious, und'the romark in 
question too pertinent to my previous despatches, to justify me in withholding 
it from your Eixeelicney. ¢ i 

Rebre kervine 1 took occasion to assure General de Beaufort, in reply to 


=p tec engin Barrys 7 tbat 1-had always done my best to eoavince 





every one, in the very few communications 1 hae n to make to 
natives of te country, whether Christian or Dri, thatthe Bt Goverment 
was animated by exactly the same sentiments 2s those which inspired that of 
His Uraperil Majesty, in regard to the sulferings of the Christa nod. the 
atrocities committed by the Druses, and that I had made it a point of hom 
to avoid breathing’ a word. which could lead anyone to suppose that the two) 
Jovernments were not acting in the most intimate harmony’ on stiaos 
connected with this country. Bie peseicge leer =. 
Tt would be unjust to General de Beaufort if T did not conclude this despatch 
by stating that if car of manner ad n cnetatary non mops saa te 
produce identity of opinion, it would be impossible not to agree with hi 
Thave, Xe. : 
Gigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tuolosure 10 in No. U1 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 
Sir, 
; : Beyrout, May 1, 1861 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Execlh 
tion, copy of despatch which I have addressed to Colonel Frese 
in which I have requested that officer to advise his Bxculloney 
return to Beyrout, and himself to proceed to Mobktarab. 2 
have, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 11 in No. 111 


Lord Dufferin to Colonel Fraser, 


pe fi Beyrout, April 28, 1861. 
fo way that the news I have received of the condition of aff 
the Mountain ix very unsatisfactory. In consequence of the eee bap: 
which the Christians have been allowed to take the law into their pwn ‘hands: 
and murder and assault the Druses, the danger of renewed disturbances is ever} 
moment becoming more imminent. Searcely a day passes that I do not recive 
basin tipep tn reports Gra lamentable occurrences, and it is only too 
‘at last the intol to wi 7) m ef i 
Sigaae pect ae Persecution to which they are subjected will 
regret extremely to be obliged to add that the imperious atti 
ening language adopted by the Christians bax been Day svanier sa 
injudicious encouragement at the hands of persons who, at all ovents in the eyes 
of the natives, spenk with all the authority of Agents of the French Gover 


ment, It would have been difficult for me to believe that such et 

have remained unchecked by the Prench General and his oficers eae oi 
tion it could scarcely have escaped, had not 1 reason to believe that MI. de 
Benufort haw himsolf been acting in such a may as to lead the minguided 


Christians to imagine that he is indisposed to 
tion their disorderly demonstrations. = 
So extraordinary, indeed, does his conduct scom to hi is 
Inte progress through the Lebanon, that sbould have at rave tained oh ene 
we pecan have reesved of ity did they not entirely correspond with 
\ce Which seems to havo furnished to his Excellency Fu ha 
od to two other of my colleagues, Soda le 
rom these reports, all derived from different sources, it woul ir that 
tot ny arte Sab pre Sa wc sot al 
that hay ations of feeling of a very questionble character, but it is reported 
Sen the ateamy have even condescended to threaten the Druses who refused to 
sia one of efit with unforeseen calamities which may overtake ther 
of my sollengues has even been told that an intimation has been received 
by the Christians that should they proceed to acts of greater violence than those 


with too serupulous atten 


they are already in the habit of perpetrating, it is not probable that the French 
force will take any prominent part against them. 

‘Though corroborated by s similar report which has been addressed to 
myself, I must refuse all credit to this last abominable story : but no mutter by 
hat agency such a state of things is being brought about, it is evident that the 
Christians are gradually becoming inspired with the same convictions which 
excouraged them to design their original assault upon their Druse enemies ; and 


_ 59 secure do they scem to feel in the countenance of the French troops, that, as 


You will perceive from the inclosed extract of a statement furnished to Mr. Noe! 
Moore by Mr. Bliss, an American missionary, of an outrage committed by 
Christians in the neighbourhood of a French detachment, neither the Govern 
‘ment authorities nor the Turkish military dare capture the authors of the crime, 
‘or recover the stolen property. Indeed, such seems to be the indifference of the 
Commander-in-chief of the army acting on bebalf of the Sultan's allies to the 
maintenance of » good understanding between the soldiers under his ordors ond 
the Imperial troops, that Ahmed Pasha has repeatedly complained to me of the 
way in which his men are beaten and abused by parties of French soldiers, as 
I as of the little regard which is paid ta their officers. 

Tn this condition of affairs, the gravity of which is recognised by a majority 
of the Commissioners, I think it highly desirable that Fund Pasha. should roturit 
to Beyrout. 

{fit ix intended any outbreak should occur, it may probably be expected to 
take place about the time the transports will bo arriving for tho re-embarkation 
of the French troops, nnd it seoms unwise for his Excellency to remain absent 
from the xpot when the emergency is most likely to arise. At the samo timo 1 
think it expedient you should yourvelf repair to Mokhtara, in order to nssist 
With your countenance and advies the Turkish commanders who are responsible 
for the tranquillity of the Mountain. By this means you will be able to keep 
Fuad Pasha and myself informed of thing that is taking place, and your 
Personal support will encourage the Turkish authorities to shrink from no 
Yeaponsibilities which the impending crisis may require them to undertake. 

Tt is not until after having duly aatistied myself of the perfect corrvctacss 
of my information that I have written to you in this explicit manner, and I 
Count ax much upon your discretion as your firmness in the advice you may 
tender to those with whom you are about to put yourself in communication, 

Tn the meantime, I will do everything that I ean to represent to M, do 
Beaufort and to tay brother Commissioners the necessity of strengthening the 
hands of the Government in their eadeavour to restrain the excesses of the 
Christians. 

In conclusion, 1 would venture to ask you te hold both to the Drases and 
Christians such language as may be best calculated to mitigate the animosities 
Of the two races, to convince the Christians that the sympathy which has been 
exerted in Europe for their misfortunes will be only forfeited by the violence of 
their conduct, and to induce the Druses to evinee, by ay unvarying patience and 
‘subtniasion, the abhorrence they profess of the atrocities into which #0 many of 
their nation have been betrayed. 

‘The great object of our solicitude must be to prevent an onset by the 
Christians on the Druses, and the consequent danger of a collision betwoen the 
Fronch and the Turks. 

Tnced not add, that it ix only in the event of his Excellency Fund Pash: 
Approving of your visit to Mokhtara that you will consider it necessary to witend 
to the suggestions conveyed in this despatch 

we, Ke 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 111 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer, 


Beyrout, May 2, 1861 


WITH reference to my previous despatch of the 26th ultimo, I have now 
the honour to teansmit, for your Excelleney's information, copy of the Protocol 
3. 


Sir, 











of the twenty-seventh sitting of the Syrian Commission held on the 22nd 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Se ee 
Ielosure 13 in No, 111. 


Protocol of the Treen 
o enty-sevcnth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, hel 
Bryrowt, April 22, 1861. abe 


LE vingtdeux Avril, toil huit cent soi 
rusts vous In présence do M. de Rede, View Pra 
rants sous In présence do M. de Rehfues, View-Pri 
x bro Bio, Ddgus du Plénipotentiaire Ottoman, teausmet& lu Commie 
rexte-des tions que Hexamen du projet de ro 
par lex cing Commissuires, «su cl cael a at real 
tine hla Sublite Porter, YAReeaes 1 oe y. Estee, ope 
pa be roo ce termes de cette communication que Fuad Pacha 
*entendte avec fs Représentants des | Grode Pulsar eyes 
tur lew observations préventécs i ce wujet par Mf. le Commiumire de France; 


il ext reeonnu unanimement 
pheelierratvens yep es Fe point de vue augucl s¥tait placé son Excel 


‘n'a pu etre que lo risultat d's 
t que les travaux de ls Commission, tant en ce "qui concerne le yivft Se nee 
Eatimto  powr tote ies auires queons a reement! dope 
ission aurait regu ordre de concou 
un rapport collecti(h leurs Gouvernement. Se os que par Ten 
La sauce ost levée & trois heures. 


“un les Commissaires étant 
révident, In adance ext ouverte 


(Suivent lex signatures) 
Se 


Inclosure 14 in No. 111 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, 
Heyrout, May 2, 1861. 


1 HAVE the honour to 3 
necting tho Coenaer,to feport to your Excellency that, tan nid 


lately held st 
eat Ropar vou ofthe pect ona ay ig 


we already forwarded to your Excelleney in tY 


Comminioner unexpectedly informed a 
his Government to abandon the princi 


¥ In reply, 1 vent 
te a matter of regret that individual Goren 
i ame of an International Commissic 
id thus prematurely step in, 
us, by dictating conchun y 
to examine the dif ie Such 2 orate 
na ich a course of action 
One Reports once signed, and sent to 
n object of criticism to the Europead 
‘expected ‘that those who hed accepted an 
rately ndopted by an almost anunitnous vote 


ownmission should eapriciously disavow the fruit of their joint labours, 

vation was conveyed to them that the new project was regarded 

with disfavour in one of more of the distant capitals of Europe. Under such 

Sireumstances 1 could not consent to abandon the Articles which had already 

Weeived the paraphes of my colleagues, and which M. Béclard even had 
undertaken to sign. 

‘M. Novikow followed in pretty much the same sense, but his objections to 
sign or initial any other project than the one wo bad already drawn up were 
expressed in terms even more forcible than my own. Upon this, a member of 
the Commission intimated that he had reason to believe the ext mail would 
bring the Rassian Commissioner instructions of & nature to moderate his 
Telactance: and I was asked whether, in she event of all my brother Commis- 
sioners receiving instructions similar to those already, truismitted to M. de 
Rehiues, I should refuse to take part in. the elaboration ‘of = second project. 1 
feplicd, " By no means: provided the original Articles are allowed to remain as 
the expression of the unblassed opinion of the Commission, and that « parageaph 
is placed at the bead of the new scheme, recording the fact of ity baving been 
deawa up on a basis imposed upon the Commission by their respective Govern 
iments, Even 90, however, Lshould not consider myself at liberty either to siga Or 
Initial anything but our original plan, and 1 must rescrve to myself the right of 
cularging, i nccessury, in a separate note, on the inconvenient result which may 
be expected to arise out of the natural antagonism, between a Christian 
‘of the Mountain and a Moslem Pasha of Beyrout.”* 

M. Novikow still adhering to his original opinion, and ay proposition in 
regard to the hypothetical character to be given to the new project having met 
wth general acceptation, the inclosed unsigned Articles were drawn up, during 
the course of threo successive unofficial racetings 

Your Excellency will observe that with the exception of the ane which 

aces a Christian Governor at the head of the Mountain, these Articles differ 
iin very few particulars from those which regulate our former plan, ‘The 
Lebanon is again divided into ethnological circumscriptions, administered by 
subordinate agents, chosen out of the bosom of the dominant nationality. Two 
Central Medjlises,in which each clement of the population is equally represented, will 
all dispense justico and control the executive ; while the various Aklims are loft 
to the superintendence of officers corresponding in some respects to the ancient 
Mokntadjis. In fact, the second plan is a mere modification of the first, and, the 
principle of # Christian Governor for the Lebanon once ndmitted, I am inclined 
to profer its details to those of the former one, more expecially as, in the last, the 
entry of regular troops into the Mountain on oocaxions of emergency is no Jonger 
to depend on the causent of the members of the Meds. 

Ke the rather questionable principle of disintegration has also” been 
sbondoned in the new project, it was necemary to specify expressly that the 
Sta nationality to be regarded as the “dominant rite" in any cireumseri 
Shall depend ae much oa property ay on numbers, ‘This will place a Druse at 
the bund of the local administration of Druse districts, even though the Christian 
tenants should outaumber the Druse proprietors, ‘The same precaution will 
‘alo casure the southernmost. circumsoription, where the property is Druse and 
the population exclusively Christian, being presided over by a mixed Medjlis, 
fand administered alternately by » Drase and Christian “Chef d'Atrondlisso- 
ment. 

‘These arrangements baving been conciided, M. de Weckbecker demanded 
whether it wns advisable we should engage on a third project, founded on the 
principle of the Goveroment of the entire Mountain being placed in-the bunds 
of « native Christian. 

Upon thie I observed that was sorry 1 could not myself take part in the 

Jaboration of Articles on auch a basis, but that 1 would be quite ready to 
tranmit to. my Government auy peoject in that sense which might be commu 
hicated to us by any individual member of the Commission. 

‘To this invitation M, Béolard replied by stating thet he was quite contented 
with the details of the scoond plan, provided only the Christian ruler placed at 
the head of the new audisinistration were » native of the Lebanon, 

‘Oa my inquiring whether he should wialt such Christian to be appointed 
for life, the F missioner answered that he would not go beyond the 
terms of our own Articles, It may, however, be as well to mention, in reference 








fo this point, that on a previous occasion M. Béctard stated he would wish the 
native Governor to be appointed for life 

The subject having been thus exhausted, and it. be evident that 
most of the Commissioners were unwilling to commit themselves too desutly 
either to the plan which had been rejected by their Governments or to the other 
Giwhich in their conscience they disapproved. it was determined, on the proposk 
tion of M. de Rehfucs, to get ri of al etaburmomene. hg dealing with our twin 
productions in the following ingenios manner, 

Neither the first nor the second: project was to be signed, but both were to 
be appended os annexes to n short colleetive note, descriptive of the procedure 
Which had been ndopted, and of the eitcumstances which liad led to the claboese 
tion of 'm second set of Articles. This note war the only document which was 
to receive the signatures of all tho Commissioners ; but in order to indicate In 
delicate manner our preferedce. for the original plan, the paraphes at the foot of 
tho ‘first scheme were to be left unobliterated, while tho cecond. was to be 
Prevented uninitialled and unsigned. Individual Comnisioncrs were then to be 
at liberty to subjoin, collective note, whatever 
reserves or indepe 
elaborate develop 
M. Crampon, the and which, watil the iden of a 

boon intended for our Repart, was alse 
ntlenan’s signature attached 

{ regret extremely that I canoot tranamit by this mail; and in: x eolleetive 
form, the various documents [have thus enumerated; but neither M. Béclend't 
Caetves, nor M. Crampon's Minute, has been definitely communicated to the 
Comission, Articles of the first Project hare heen for some time past 
i your Lixcellency's hnnds, and last week I had the honour of forwaning # 
Serr of Fond Pasha’ reserves, together with a separnte Minute embodying sug 


ision alluiled to above, 
% whieh compose the second Praject.} At 
sion, 1 will forward to your Excellency the 


we have at Inst arrived wt the 
¢ Mountain to issues which are 
As far as details are concerned, the 
ntirely agreed, It is now merely a question as to whit 
should be the prevailing character of the superior anthority which te to, rogolate 
{Rit control the institutions we have devised. M, Novikow, supported by Mf. de 
Rehfues, was anxious, while increasing the ancient wubdivisloms of the Meusrain: 
to leave ns much indepcridence as pomible in the hands of the local Chiefs of 
Katnokatns. | M. de Weckbecker and myself, supported by Fond: Paste: ere 
Hijling, on the other hand, to preserve the Muniespal privikeges of thea petty 
Administrations, provided onl ‘they were all rendered duly subordinate to Imperial 
authority; while ML Héclard's ambition. was confined to the ercetion of the 
Lebanon into a litte Principality under a Maronite Emir. 
is these theve distinet modes of dealing with this part of the subject, & 
fourth has been added by the European Cabinets, who have invited us tc revert 
to our formor idea of placing the administration of the Mountain in the hada 
of « non-native Christian, 
have so frequently troubled your Excellency with an explanation of the 
cireunstances under which I should consider such an arrangement advantageous 
Sf the reverse, that I need not ngnin discuss the subject. Were it poatbie to 
ftioe rs Poson selected for the post in question being a bond fide repm 
{ative of the intorests and authority of the Sultan, such un arronigement 
& convenieut one; and it is to be observed that. uccording to the neo 
an ica of the Commissioners, the officer in question is removable at pleasures 
and will difler in no respec vant of the Crown, 
nO these: 
of foreign 
difficulty of 


nd the Gi as great as ever. At all © 


¢ deliberations of the Cotamissioners can 
05, tt Soe fuclonures 1 and 9 in No, 112 








wut, inasmuch as their solution depends rather on 


scarcely be decided at nha sk 


ceneral policy than on any loal neces cP vilereld 
Pre lg (the Representatives ofthe Buropean Powers at Constao 


panied by the Reserves 
jects they bave now completed, accompanied by are 
series toc by intl Cooma te hanble abu ote 
Coen ¥ be atid to bave terminated, We haye redueed the s 
Ce ao ron an wile fo se whowe psn a 
es bet rally Them for such a task to decide on points w 
Bee a a our stad geopso 


ave, Ke. ; 
Signed) Ne DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


a 
Tnolosure 15 in No. 111 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer 


Beyrout, May 2, 1861, 
: information, 
HAVE the honour to tnsmit herewith, for your Excelence, 
romn 8 T have received from the Rev, Mr. 2 
extrac from a pit tr wih Ihave recived fom the Tex, Me. Caos 
future organization of the country. Hie i oo 
thom jodgnnent ad impartiality Tam disposed to plice erat conience 


nae A UFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 16 in No. 111 
‘The Ree, — Calhoun to Lord Disfferin. isthe 


ar y ite w line to your Lardship in 
AVE. been wishing for more time to write «line, anit in 
sfeceoetin the afin the Mountain, It scome mort d sible that ome plan, 
Should be agreed upon for its government as speodily as posible. Theminds 
Taeeiple nea ot tt eas, and of eourve they do not puriue thei arious callgs 
writ ach vigour, "Thy are in general a oben. peoples tnd think could 
be casily satisfied, if the Representatives oh a) Fo Powers anc 
oor ro te wean ol thick 1. doub. your Exelecy bean 
cits ceeccare a petition from the varios popolatins, in favour of a aio: 
aeeey ofthe old Bute Desh, ithe person of one of his deseendan ies 
Tractlde la boon extennively sighed. Hoven ruses; in somne places, 
‘a rote Meas Ooh does not represent the unbinssed wish of 
the Sadie ny sn doubt that multitudes have agned it, while in their hearts 
peo) 10 not dor 


rn Broce nai ‘quarter aro ecidedly opposed to the plan, The Greeks, 
ec 
mtentnt, 1 tink are equally Oppome ay an 

& hin the way of u statement of fats, Eres 
pee government for the Lebanon, at Tou 

‘would have neither Maronite, nor “ay be 

ly be satinfied, wfler a 


with much vigour. 


immagi Government, 
Whoever inuggines that any Gow wc, 
wach «poopie as occupies Syria, 
ia We Wa 8 fi, "ot oy 
Migs dipeeeti, punisbed. property must be secure. 
Te eahie prone he Goverment of Beeeaty impro 


—___ 
aM 











Inclosure 17 in No. 111. 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, 
: Beyrout, May 5, 1361, 
rs YESTERDAY, T had | the pleasure of an interview with Colonel Gesler, the 
Prussian officer in the service of the Porte who has been charged with the inves 
Ligation of the circumstances under which a Christian was killed st Sidon by 
snall shot discharged from a cannon on the occasion of a salute, 8 a" PF 
From a statement made to me by this officer, it would appear, that after & 


minute reexamination of the whole case, 
Uhat the occurence was purely acidenta” = * Some 10 the conclusion 


‘This opinion, by a person of Colonel 


ona fesler's character, may be considered 


_.__,Thave, &e. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
— 

Inclosure 18 in No. 111 


Lard Dufferin to Sir Ht. Bulwer, 
Sir, beyrowt 
HAVE the bonour to report, or your Exeelencts ner ori 
dation to the troops brought here by five Turkiah stu read: os eo 
Tay espatch, of the 26th ultimo, a further reinforcement of mea and. horses 
, amounting to 3,500 men, forming four battalions, as. well ae 


200 horses, i 
mee, an 1 Onin he total number Ianded since the 28nd ultimo up to 4,850 


_ Thave, ke. 
(Signed) DUPFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 19 in No. 111 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, 
Begrout, May 5, 1861 


quence of my re 


LAM happy to inform your Excellency that ia 
seotutions the Comission hes low the Akin Med 
tw the Druse Kaimakamiyeh as bred Pee Pa ici 


This cis be inal. proj ss 
Jess is Sieumstance will renee my reserve on Ci Article of that project 


LT have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 20 in No. 111 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, 
Beyrout, May 5, 1861. 


WITH reference to my former despatch dated the 26th ultimo, 1 have 


the honour to transmit horowith, for your ’s informat 
t hy fo 
cepa Shick have recived from Colonel Pier, intel’ Coamiceleh 
e substance of & conversation which he bad held with his Eneellescy 
~~ Pasha pacar a red which has recently he ional among, 
= Sines popul ol Mountain by the proceedings of French officers 


___ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 


Inclosure 21 in No. 111 
Colonel Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


(Extract.) Damascus, May 2, 1861 

HIS Excellency Fund Pasha entirely concurring with your Lordship's 
views, expressed his opinion that it would be most desirable I should proceed to 
the Lebanon, without delay, for the porpose of endeavouring to calm the excite- 
ment which has recently een revived among the Christian population by the 
proceedings of French officers and agents, 

Teave Damascus within the hour for Mokhtara, where I hope to arrive in 
the course of to-morrow. 

His Excellency further requested that I would devise, in concert with the 
officer commanding the Ottoman troops, such mensures us might appear 
necessary fo ensure public tranquillity, or to prevent collision between the 
Druses and Christians, should an occurrence so much to be deprecated appear 
feunineat, An. addtional battalion will, for this purpovs, be placed under tho 
orders of Omar Pasha in a day or two. 





No. 112, 


Mr. Meade to Mr, Hammond.—(Received May 16.) 

(Private.) 
Dear Mr. Hammond, Beyrowt, May 5, 1861, 

LORD DUFFERIN desires mo to rend you the accompanying papers, as 
woll ax a short explanation respecting them, which latter, indeed, is tho 
substance of our No. 183 of the 2nd instant to Sir Henry, to be sent to you by 
the next mail 

‘Some days ago the Commissioners met to sign their final Report, based on 
the forty-seven Articles transmitted to you in No, 139 of the 23rd ultimo, 

M. de Reb and M. de Weckbecker then announced that they had 
received precise instructions from their respective Ambassadors to abandon the 

tem of circumscriptions under the Vali af Saida, and to advocate in its stead 

the establishment of a Christian Governor for the Mountain, dependent on the 
Porte, ‘They added, however, that they only adopted this plan out of deference 
to their instructions 

His Lordebip ox) surprise that the fruit of their joint labours, founded 
upon their convictions, should be copriciously disavowed, because an intimation 
lind reached them that their project did not meet with the approval of a 
particular Cabinet. 

M. Novikow exprossed himself in the same sense, but in more decided 
terms. 
Lord Dufferin stated, in reply to an inquiry, that he would consent to take 
part in the consideration of a second project, founded on such  bnaix, only with 
the proviso that the first, already ag: should rexoain intact ; and that a 
paragraph should be draws up, placing on record the fact that the first soeme 
fm the one for the country. int the opinion of the Commissioners ; and 
that the second is only framed in deference to express instructions, but that, at 
the me time, te wold ot fe tne? aatoricdl to wien such a paper 

‘This being poet agreed to, the accompanying sixteen Articles were 
drown up, which will be found (except, of course, in the one important 
Particular) pretty nearly to coincide with those of the former project; and, 
indeed, his Lordship is of opinion that the minor details of this last are even 
preferable, especially as regards the Article in which the entry of regular troops 
Ino the Slounain on emerges is nat dependent on the consent of the native 
“The dominant nationality in each circumscription is to be decided as well by 
the amount of property 2s by the actual number of the population. This will 
secure a Druse for the Drase districts. When the amount of property tallies 
with that of the population, there will be a mixed Modjlis, and an alternate 
Christian and Drase administration. 

‘M. Béclard expressed himself perfectly contented with the provisions of the 











first project. On 2 previous occasion be hnd pressed for the life ol 
Rakes me 
‘The only substantive question now remaining to be discussed is the amount 
of authority and supervision to be exereised by the supreme Turkish Governor. 
‘The second farer ls an explanatory document, setting forth the motives 
which influenced the Commissioners in drawing up their two projects. 

Lord Dufferin also desires me to mention that none of the American 
rer here signed the petition, which was inclosed in his despatch of the Ist 
ultimo, 

ome days ago a French officer was. hustled by two drunken ‘Turkish 
soldiers (newly arrived). He steuck them with his stick; a scullle eosued, and 
he was beaten and his stick broke. ‘The offenders wero imprisoned, and it is © 
very small affair; but the French are trying to make it ont as bad as possible. 
With reference to Lord Dutferin’e No. 178, his Lordshig p desires me to send 
you the accompanying extmct from a despatch addecaed by M. Thoaveoe! 10 
the Marquis de Moustier, which was communicated to us by M, Weekbecker. 
Lort Dufferin would. have written to you bimelf, but he is +o fired that be 
haa gone to bed, and not written even private Jeter to Lord John Russell : the 
peg of his musing this mode of communicatic ce we have beet 
out here 
Believe me, &e, 
(Signed) ROBERT H. MEADE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 112. 


Projet, élaboré par ies Membrox de ta Commission pour le é&s 0d lowes 
Gouvornements les inviteraient A prondre, comme base de In reorganisation 
du Liban, te principe d’un pouvoir unique et Chrétien non-indigene, principe 
coutraire & celui qui sert de base au projet dgja paraphé, 


UL été conven qu'il n'y aurnit de réserves admises en mange de 6 
projet que elon qui serait préventies A ta foix pur deux Membres de Be 
‘omnission. 
Article 1, Le Liban sen administré par un Gouverneur Chrétien. nom 
indigine, nommé par ls Sublime Porte ot relevant delle directement. 
© fonctionnaire amovible sera investi de toutes Jes 
exicatif, veillerm au maintion de Vordre et de In sécurité publique dane toute 
Fétenduede la Montagne, percevrs losimpts, nomsncen les Asents adexisitoatify 
instituora les juges, convoquera et présiders le Medjlis Adiinistratif Central, et 
procure Vexécution de toutes lex sentences legalemont readues. par lee 
‘ebunanx, 
hacun des éléwents constitutifs de la population de In Montagne set 
roprisenté auprés du Gouverneur par un Vdkil 3 
ahaa Ae chaque comarunauté, Bea tiers iwi atest ol 
rt. 2. It y aura pour toute la Montagne un Medjlis Adainistratif Central. 
composé de dovzo membres, savoir, deux Maronites, deux. Druses, deus Cees 
Orthodoxes, deux Grecs Catholiques, doux Metualis, deux Musulmans, chargé 
de ropartir Vimpdt, controler In gestion des finances, et dotinor son writ 
‘consultatif sar toutes les questions qui lui xeront poses pir lo Gouverneur. 
Att. 3. La Montagne aera divisée en six. arrondissements administratif, 
navoir = 
(1) Le Kourah, y compris to partic inférieure et tes wotres fractions de 
terrtare avoixinantes dont In popalubon appurtcot nu rte Gree Orthodoxe. 
: a) La partie septentrionale du Liban sauf lo Kournh, josqu‘au Nahrel- 
fo 


(&) Zablé ct son territoire, ¥ compris le fauboure de Moallacah. 

{3 Le Meten, y compris’ le Sahel Chitin, et les territoires du Kuta 
m 

6.) Le tervitoire situé au gud de ln route de Damas josqu’aa Dj 

{09 Ho Djezzin ot le Tut, popes 
1 lo ens ai lex habitants Chrétiens de Hasbers, t soul, 


éiet le vorw qu'tmne Seprtitiae circonseription soit formée en leur faveur aves IA 
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partie des versants orientanx du Liban et de la Bokas, qui poutrait leur étre 
Attribuée en équivalent, et ott ils seraient appelés i jouir de tous les priviléges 
ppartenant aux populations Chrétiennes de la Montague 

Tl y aura dans chacun de ces arrondissements, un Agent administeatit 
nommé par le Gouverneur et choisi dans le rite dominant, soit par le ehiffre de 
Ss population, soit par limportance de ses proprit 

Art. 4. Tl y aura dans chaque arrondisscinent un Medjlis Administratif local, 
composé de trois & six membres représentant les divers éléments de la population, 
t les intéréts de I propriété fonciére dans Varrondisserment. 

Ce Medjlis local, présidé et convoqué annuellement parle Chef de Varrondisse 
ment, devra refondre, en premice ressort, toutes les affaires de contention 
aviministratif, entendre les réclamations des habitants, fournir les renseignements 
Statistiques nécessaires 3 la répartition de l'impt dans arrondissement, et donner 
son avis consultatif sur toutes les questions d’intérét local. 

Art. 5. Les arrondissements administratife seront subdivisés en cantons, 
dont le territoire, & peu pris réglé sur celui des anciens aklims, ne renfermern 
utant que possible que des groupes homogénes de popu €L ces cantons, 

n communes qui se composeront chacune dau moins 500 habitants 

A la této de chaque canton, ily aura un Agent nommé par le Gouver 
‘air la proposition du Chef de Varrondissement, ot & la téte de chaque co 
un Cheikh choisi par les habitants, et nommné par le Gouverneur, 

Dans les communes mixtes, chaque élément constitutif de la population 
aur un Cheikl particulier dont Vautorité ne sexercera que sur ses. coreli- 
Sionnaires. 

Art. ité de tous devant la loi; abolition de tous les privileges fodaux, 
ot notamment de ceux qui appartenaient aux Mokitajin 

Art. 7, Hy aura dans chaque canton un Juge de Paix pour chaque rite ; 
dans chaque arrondissement, un Medjfis Judiciaire de Premidre Instance compose 
do trois & six membres représentant les divers dléments de In population ; et, au 
sidge du Gouvernement, un Medjlis Judiciaire Supérieur, coimposé de douzo 
membres, dont doux appartonant & chacune des rix communautés désizndes en 
Article '2, et auxquels on adjoindra un représentant des cultes Protestant ot 
Inradlite toutes les foie qu'un membre de ccs communauté aurn des intérdts 
‘engagés dans le procts, 

Ta présidence des Medi Judiciniros sera exerote trimestrictloment, et & tour 
de rble par chacun de leurs membres. 

Art. 8, Los Juges de Paix jugeront many appel josqu' concurrenoe de 00 
pinstres. 

Les affaires au-dessus de 400 pinstres seront de ta competence des Medjlix 
Judicinires de Premitre Instance. 

Les affaires mixtes, c'eat-i-dire, entre particuliers 

ne rite, quelle que soit la valeur engagée dans lo proces, seront in 
mont portéos devant lex Medjlis de Premigre Instance, a moins que les parties ne 
soient d’accon! pour reconnaitre Ia compdtence du Juge de Paix du défenseut. 

En principe, toute atfiire sera jugée par In totalité des mesnbres di Medjli. 
Néanmoins quand toutes les partics engugées dans le procts appartiendront au 
mime rite, elles auroat le droit de récuser Je Juge appurtenant & un rite différent 
Mais dans ce cas méme, lot Jugws réousés devront assister au jugement. 

Art. 9, Bo matiére criminelle, ily aura trois degrés de juridiction = les 
contraventions seront jugées par les Juges de Paix : les délits par les Modjlix de 

ct les eeines par le Media Judiciaire Supérieur, dont les 


sentences ne pourront étre mises a exécution qu’apr’s I'accomplissement des 


formalités d'usage dans le reste de Empire. 

Art, 10. Tout procés cn matitre commerciale sera porté devant le Tribunal 
de Commerce de Beyrovt, et tout proces, méme en matidre civile, entre un 
tanger ou protégé et un babitant de ls Montague, sera sows & In juridicton 
de ce méme Tribunal. 

Art. IL. Tous les membres des Medjlis Judiciaires et Administratifs, sans 
exception. ainsi que les Juges de Paix, seront choisis ot désignés, apré une 
entente avee les notables, par les Chefs de leurs communautés respectives, et 
institués par Je Gouverneur, Le personnel des Medjlis Administratifs sera 
renouvelé par moitié tous les ans, et les membres sortants pourront tre réélus. 

Art. 12, Tous les Juges seront rétribués Si aprés enquéte, il est prouvé 
que fun dentre eux a prévariqué ou s'est rendu par un fait Aueleonque indigne 

‘fr 
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de ses fonctions, il devra étre réroqué, et sera’ en outre , 
roan ae net sera en outre pasible dune pene pro= 
Art, 13, Les mudiences de tous les Medjlis Judiciaires 
% 8 les Medjlis Judiciaires seront publiques, 
nig yl fr el eh ce aig 
a outre chargé de tenir un régisire de tous les coatrats. portant aera 
bions immobiliers, eaquels contrats ne xeront valables qutprés avole ae 
4 la formalité de Veuresistrement. on 
sront 1, En tompe Crliour; le maintien de Vordre et Vexécation des Ini 
scront oxelusivement asur’s par To Gouvernear, au moyen d'un compe de pol 
mixte, recruté par Ia vole dex engagements volontsires, bed ey 
ing hommes environ par 1,000 habitants, mason sgelee 
Lexéoution par garnisuires. devant. &tre 
modes de contrainte, tels quo la saisie on 
agents de police, 


rétribution, soit ee 


devront porter un uniforme, ou 
et dans Vexéoution d'un ondee 
qe possible, des agents apparte- 
te mesure concernern. 

6a apres avoir pris Tavis du Medjlis Adminitratit 

cco mse Fequérir aupréa du Vali de Saida Vassistance dow 

nt. 15. L’impdt de 3,500 bourses sora double, ot 
AMeté aux frais wadainisition de la Montagne, et hter dépcce Pontes 


voblign 

ichors de cet impot aucune contribution directe ou j 

tro établie sans le tem: is doe momen de ogi 

Aion wnt de In majorité des membres du. Medjie 

rt. 16. La Comminion émet le vaow quiil pons 

wo ih vou quill soit procédé le plutit possible 
en de Momune et par rite, 4 la levée d'un 

cdl au it dew habitants de la 


Montagne, quand cette mesure aur été effectute dank lo reste de In Syrie 


te 1 Mai, 1861. 


——— ee 


Anclosure 2 in No. 112. 
Collective Note. 


pour los afftires de Syrie 
et administrative du Lioan 


, ‘origine et lew canses des 
‘has ua projet de ropanoaion Seat 
20 Mars dernier, oops 
réerves, 
pas lour plein 
port 


unigoe et Chrtien, a Commision 
nique et Chrétien, la Commission 1 
iiae, et Cheten, ha Comunioion n'a 
mientionné et de 

voiok la 


: nro du projet ci-deasus 
ne. Pour mieux préporer les 
wate, "ie ae eames labor’ 
oe on, en acize Articles, sue la buse 
Segerreic ion indie, auqiel M. Ye Commincalre de France 
sora refers Narre, Principe do Tinga, et tre dans 
‘ Hiviet, teutes lew dispositions du premier qui procursient s'y ttacher 
a Motifs rédigé avant I’dlaboration deca Soustarae onl pip woir 

a ramen Rapport colieetif n'est done pax non plus wh 
a , ogee Sontient, sur lorigine et les cunses des evénemonts de ta 
ingney sur ln tdcemité Wy fortifer le pouvoir exteuti€ ot dy abolic le rogime 





feodal, sur Vorganisation judicinire et sur celle des Medjlis Administratifs, des 
développements qui s'appliquent & tous les projets indistinetement et ‘sont 
Vexpression d'une pensée commune. 
Beyrout, le 4 Mei, 1861 
Gigné) WECKBECKER. 
L. BECLARD, 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
REHFUES. 
Sont annexés A cotte note -— 
1. Le projet de réonganisation en quarante-sept Articles. 
2. Leexposé des motifs de ce projet. 
3. Les nécerves faites sur ce projet. 
4. Le projet en seize Articles. 
5. Les réserves faites sur ce projet. 
{Signé) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 112. 
M, Thoweenel to the Marquis de Moustier. 


(Extrait) Paris, le 12 Avril, 1861. 

PAR quelles considérations les Commissaires d’ Autriche, de Grande Bretagne, 
de Proseo, ot de Russie ont-ils 6Ué amenés A ve déuger de’ In sorte, ow plutot 
quelles raisons donnaient-ils du rovirement qui s'est opéré dans lour manitre de 
wir? Les Commissaires alléguent que dans leur pensde lour premier travail se 
mittachalt A Vinstitution d’un Gouvernement Général de la Syrie et que eetto 
idée étant aujourd'hui définitivement abandonée, doit entrainer avec elle des 
ispositions qui n’auraient plus méme raison d'étr. 

Cette argumentation, M. le Marquis, ne sme surprend pas moins que la 
résolution quelle & pour objet de jstier. “Nous dons loin de peur, en eft 
que les bases formulées d’abord par ln Commission éussent un lien técessaire 
Wee le projet primitivement conga par ke Commissaire d'Angleterre. Des que 
e projet a été connu Mon a pu facilement prévoir les objections foadamen 
quiil devait soulever & Constantinople. Aussi avait-l été géndralement jugé 

raticable. Let Comimismires ne Iignoraient point, et spriv un moment 
Ahéaitation Hs étaient couvenos do xo borner & rechercher les conditions d'ne 
réorganiation dela Montagne. Diaprés ce que M, Béclard m'éerivait & In date 
du 24 Pévrier, ils avaient admis & In vérité que les dispositions relatives au Liban 
pourraint tre ultérieurement rattachés, si on lo jugeait utile, & un systdme 
général cmbrasant toute la Syrie; mais cette concession do pure forme était 
fhite au Commissajre de Sa Majecte Britannique dan Punique pense de 
Aésintérvsr nes vances ct de Iu permetire de laser son plan Toure 
pour preter son concanrs 2 la discussion d'un plan restreint pour le Liban. Tous 
sos colldigues sexblaient Favoir compris alnei, et la correspondance de M, Béclard 
me les roprésentait ds cette époque comme d'accord avec lui dans ne conviction 
qui se fortifiait de plus en plas, sur Vimpossibilité d'eo revenir A auoun moment, 
4 un projet entigrement irréalisble. Tare done que Jes Commissuires tragalent 
le plan quills répadient aujourd'hui, is paraiwsaient bien 1 de le 
subordonner & ls création d'an_ vaste Gouvernement de ta Syrie, dont le Liban 
nietit «té qu'sne subdivision. ‘Tout nous autorisait & croire qu’ils se proposaient 
uniquement au contraire dindiquer los principes applicables A Ja réorganisation 
du Liban sans exclure les avantages qui pourruicnt étre agcordé Ja Syrie, mais 
sans en frire dépendre cx rien les institutions de ls Mopkagne, objet spécial de 
eur mission. 





No. 113, 
Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell—(Reccived May 17.) 


transmitting to me the 
the interference of Her subject of 


© the life of 


.__Uhave, &e, 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 
BR. 
No. 114, 


o£; Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer, 
Sir, 

Foreign Offce, May 17, 186 
sani HAVE to state to yout Excellency that Her Majesty's Gace 
tn thao soon 
Rapeesntaties of ite several Powers and with the Porte, for the future 


1 have intimated to. you on several oceasions, by telegraph, that Her 

5 o eral 

Majesty's Government would not consent tx the appointment of a single Maronite 
ingle Maroni 


Such an wnt would lead ty 
Te appears to Hor Majesty's Govern Loo extermination of the Druses. 


isto be appointed, hs should not be w ative of the Lane oe 
tho shy Pton gulfed tobe Governor of the Lebanon under the sowere 
lemon, ly bound among the Christinns of the Greck Cherhe ho 
t oF of the subjects of he sti fe 
Russia would hardly object to such oe eS Hoel 4 


Lain, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
No, 115. 


Hark Cowley to Lard J, Rursell—( Received May 18,) 


(No. 729.) 
My Lord 
Paris, May 16, 1961. 
h Ni 
N 
Mixed Districts, I have the honour to 
days ag jhe Gvocr's on socoeut of ss fees 


Teney said he bad forwarded to M. de ‘8 copy of which his Excel 


: for communication to your 
If this has been done, your Lonshj 
a very different account both of the ob 
that which appears to have been ita 
uppremes al] mention of an armed esc 
given strict onlers for 
secret nd transpired, 
wi ait 
h tre 
=I 5 tat they badd all epunat etoeniend 
places thee firm determination to migrate, 
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General Beaufort mentions thst he had been very’ well and very amicably 
teceived by the Druses, but no allusion is made to his efforts to obtain the signa 
tare of « petition by both them and the Maronites for placing the Mountain 


under Shehab rule. 
1 have, &e, 


(Signed) | COWLEY. 





No. 116 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell, —(Received May 18.) 
(No. 730.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 16, 1861 
‘THE transports to bring back the French troops from Syria wore to sct 
cout yesterday. The squadron to be stationed off the coast will follow on the 
Sou instant. understand that the embarkation is to commence without loss 


of time. 
T have, e. 


(Signed) COWLE! 





No. 7 
Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell, (Received May 18.) 


(No. 735. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 16, 1861. 

"A PERUSAL of the debates which hve taken place in the Senate within 
the inst week, and which bave been regularly transmitted to your Lordship, 
Turing which the Protectionlst party has had an opportanity ‘of showing its 
strength upon a petition ariting out of the dimination of the duty on importa. 
cre et ak, while the Clerical party have taken up a petition ngainst the aban~ 
Yonment of the Christiana ia Syria, will perhaps show better than anything elec 
the opposition with which the Emperor has find and will have still to contend 
tn thet two questions of free trade, and of the protection of the Roman Catholle 
religion, 

‘Gyn the former question the Government did not think it, prudent to risk 
a division, but permitted the potition. to. be referred to the Ministerial Depart: 
save which it concerned, a proceeding which, nlthongh it leaves the matter 
centirely in the ‘of those Departments, is equivalent to.n declaration of 
sympathy on the part of the Sonate with the prayer of the petitioners. 

‘On the religions gueaton, the ‘order of the day was enrried chiefly through 
the plication of M- Thonvene!'s despatch to M. de Lavalette of the rd 
Msatt, which, to. judge from M. Billault's declaration, must have been 

vremnunicated to Her Majesty's Government and to the other Great 


wi 
"Your Lordship is aware that the sittings of the Senate are not publics but 
Tom told that the debates ive but n faint idea of the excited state of that 


Body both upon one and the other question. : 
1 have, &e. 


(Signed) ” COWLEY. 
eS ee 
No. 118. 


Bart Cowley to Lord J, Russell—(Received Moy 18)) 
(No. 744.) 


My Lord, Paris, May 17, 1861. 


1 HAD the honour to inform your Lordship in my despatch No. 656 of the 
2nd instant, that M. Thouvesel had evinced a desire to leave a portion of the 
Prench troops ia Syria to act ax potice until the new Government of the Mountain 


should be fostalled. I have reason to. know, and your Lordship has been 
30 
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informed from other sources, that overtures in this sense have been le 
other Powers, and it was particularly desired by M. Thomesel inet ts hoe 
should itself take the initiative in making the proposal. This morning, however 
Veli Pasha hay ‘ing informed his Excellency that the answer of bis rern mak 
to the hint which had been conveyed to them was that, if any proposal of the 
kind should be made by ‘others, he (Veli Pasha) might take it'd referendum, 
M. Thouvenel seems to have abandoned all hope of success, and to Lave wale 
up his mind to the final departure of the whale force within the time prescribed 
by the Convention of the 19th of March, I trust, therefore, that this se the last 
time that I shall have to trouble your Lordship with reference to this matter. 
Thaye, &c. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 119, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russe i 
Rider ley to Lord J. Russell.—(Reveived May 20.) 
My Lord, 
ly Lord, Paris, May 18, 1861 
THE ratitications of the Convention of the 19th of March lnc, foc de 


prolongation of the occupation of Syria, were exchanged 
the Representatives of the different Powers, and T have orien peste 
those destined for Her Majesty's Government, aT oe 


‘The procis-verbal of the exchange is also transmitted herewith, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


See 


No. 120. 


Karl Couley to Lord J. Rusretl— (Received May 21.) 


(No, 735) 
My Lord, 

1 HAVE called i 
tnisconcep: 


© Governor of Syria, to 
No, 598 of the 15th instant. 


ie latter part of your 
ach Government to 


iment thus occasioned 
M. ‘Thouvenel asked whether he pea 


Government 
were determined to ‘oppose thee hhothy 
whether your 
ernment could not be constituted and 
= ae ae he wosld be quite willing to nocep 
inde tpi Bs ip’s despatch. However, he added, 


Id be quite willing 1 
Sal the Porto, a native of Syria oF not, 
ities necessary to govern and to. mai 
Auch a person could be fou Syria he 


Thad not been insisted upon at 
of the French Agents in Syria 
int if possible, if 

T have, &e 
(Signed) ” COWLEY. 


SS 





238 
No. 121 
Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell, (Received May 21.) 


(No. 756. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 20, 1861 

M. DE FLAHAULT, who is in Paris for a few days, was present at. the 
conversation which is recounted in my preceding despate 

He quite admits tho accuracy of your Lordship's account of the conversation 
Which you liad had with hima respecting the future Governor of Syria. It was 
understood, he said, that each Government should maintain its own opinion 
through its Representative at Constantinople. But that understanding, he 
fulded, naturally led to the conclusion that the other Representatives must 
decide between the two ; in other words, that the majority of those Repre- 
sentatives would settle whether the Governor should be « native or not. 

‘After M. de Flabault's departure I showed M. Thouvenel that an inference 
had been drawn which had not been warranted by your Lordship's language. 


COWLRY. 





Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Received May 21.) 


(No. 757. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Pari, May 20, 186 

1 HAVE had some conversation with M. Thouvene! relative to M, Billault’s 
speech in the Senate on the evacuation of Syria, and to his own despatch to 
M. de Lavalette of the 3rd instant, which M. Billault had quoted in the course 
of his speoch as having been communicated to the Great Courts. I asked 
M. Thouvene! first, whether this communication had been made. 

M. Thouvenel’s answer was not made without embarrassment, He paid 
that M. Billault had been in error in stating that the despatch bad been coramu- 
nicated to the Great Courts, It had been communicated to the French Repre= 
sentatives, and he (M. ‘Thouvenel) did not know what use they might have 
made of it. 

T thea remarked to M, ‘Thouvenel that the declaration contained ia hie own 

ind still moro strongly in hix colleague's speceh, of the liberty of 
h France had soquired with reyant to the future, in case of fresh 
complications i were hardly in accordance with the engagements 
ced by the Treuty of Paris, which placed the independence and integrity 
of the Ottoman Empire under the joint guarantee of the whole of the Powers. 
Thouvenel gave me to understand that the declaration to which T had 
adverted had been made with a view of conciliating the Senate, but that I 
be stire the Imperial Government would never proceed to extremities 
‘Turkey withoat having previously submitted the differences which tight have 
arisen with that Power to the friendly consideration of the other Great Powers, 

‘M. Thouvene! has given « similar assurance to others of my colleagues. 

T have, to. 
(Signed) | COWLRY, 





No. 123, 
Lord J, Ressell to Sir H. Bulwer.® 


Forrign Office, May 22, 1861. 


L TRANSMIT, for your Excellency's information, a copy of a despatch 
from Earl Cowley,f reporting what passed between him and M. ‘Thouvenel 


is were widresee to Her Majesty's Regowetatives at Merlin Viewns, and 








respecting his despatch to M. de Lava 3rd 

‘ Iso transmit to your Excellency “ane 

Came oS eR, caf he Rep of he 
PRoleet Christians in the Ottoman dominions, and’ I have ar het sa 
Excellency to call the attontion of the Sultan's Government te the temas 
Exeaeoy toa Jovernment to the statements 
Tam, Be. 

(Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 


ce econ dines 
Inclosurs in No. 125, 


Batract from the “ Moniteur" of May 8, 186) 


CES faite expords, quol tc 
devoirs de a Franoot ne Aen 
L$ pétitionnaires semblent sup; . 
aecepe, que daacions Tries, dunciennes Captaeions  aefecet: 
France tn ip Drotetion excl et direct sur le Populations Cheticoast 
Le et plus spécialement a Lay ‘ a 
é et Bias speciale = war Jes Maronites du Liban. 
es Capitulations suecesxiverment obtenues dey S 
sur la Porte, Fr PIV. 8 : 
ara Pore pa u Frogs I enV, ot prs touls IV, on 6s aca 
sean a eign ye reader, par wn Firman du Sultan Mahmoud, reudo en 1210, 
Phusieurs di 
extent entre 1! 


dans. ces conjonctures, los droits et les 


mtinuer dans ses 
€ autmes. sujets de 


I ales gu 
wbitent ; et 
ndront, les uns chez les 
‘ne pourra Los molester eoatre 
fe pe ‘et comme il est porté par lox 
it, lo Bultan proret de ligieu 

pea p Mle protéger les évéques, Ms religi 

pe sitet pt ver de France un droit de protection diner 


Sit'on we . 
Louis XV i Toure Avaben gett" Plusiours fols invoquées de Louis XIV. ot de 


XV i le Fs, OM ¥ woit, en co qui Concerne speciale 
Maronites, quit y est uniquement pregorit de seconder le Patrnecd poe aa 
frond ot muisoanable, “en sorte, dit le Roi, que la 
* antant qu'il se pourra, ressentir los effets’ de ma 


La sollicitude 
la Porte sur ses 


du Roi de France veille et s'exerce: 


Kev ie San nt, mts em aentivement 
on Turquie, n’hésitnitil pas h éerive,en 17850" 
Jo mes instructions” me prescrivait Wéviter tout me poy soe Eremiee at 


mbassadeur de Lovis XV et 


Yombrage & la P 


loan " ivi pourrait 
hal te, en doxmant trop d'extension aux Capitulations ef tie 


“apitulations, en matiére 


pas oroire qr 
droits de 
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‘oons protéeons ; la Porte n'a pas cessé un instant d'exercer sur elles les droits 
de la souveraineté. 

“Diapres les érénements de 1840, la Porte & tort, selon nous, et par une 

vue sur ses propres intéréts, a youlu changer le mode d'administration de 
Ia Syrie, et particulérement du Liban ......+4« ase Qu'y uvniteil A 
#éclamer en faveur des populations Chrétiennes du Liban ? Nos droits, nos priv 
Aéges, nos capitulations Non, rien de semblable. Comme javais lhonneur 
de le dire a la Chambre, tout cela n'a pas été un instant abandonné. Il y avait 
fa riclamer, par voie d'influence, contre Fexercice mal entendu d'un droit de 
souyernineté et dadministration intérieure de la Porte. Il y avait A obtenir de 
la Porto qu’elle retirit le nouveau mode d’administration qu’elle avait voula 
introduire, et qu'elle rétablit Tancien. Mais nous ne pouvons réclamer cela en 
vertu de nos Capitulations ct de nos priviléges; c'était, je le répite, par voie 
Winfluence qu’ fallait V'obtenir de la Porte.” 

Resulte-t-il de ce qui préctde que la France doive demeurer indiffirente ou 
impuissante b I'€gard dex popalations Chréticanes de la Syrie, dont la Porte s'est 
plas d'une fois engagée & protéger la sécurité. Nov. Mais il en résulte que le 
Secours ct Massistance que des traditions séculaires nous autorisent i préter & 
feette partie des sujets de YEmpire Ottoman s'exercent, non pas en vertu d'un 
droit do protection spéciul et direct, mais par yoie d'influenice et en quelque 
sorte de recommandation. Il en résulte encore qu'en présence des divorsités de 
rites qui existent entre les Chrétienx da Liban, qui ne sont pas tous Catholiques, 
ot dos rivalités Winfluence qui, par co motif, pourraient ‘rdlever entre plusteurs 
Puissances, I'action de In Fraace ne doit pas s'exercer ixolément. 

‘C'est ainsi que, dix 1642, nprie la rentrée de In France dans le concert 
Européen, il fut conven que les mosures relatives a la réorganisation du Liban 
soraient déormals communiquées par la Porte aux Cing Puisances signataires 
du Traité du 13 Juillet, 1841. 

Cette limite imposée ux droits de la France par le rospoct dit la souveraineté 
de Ia Porte, et cette nécessité pour elle do concerter son ction avec celle dex 
autres Puissances, ont regu de l'Article IX du Traité de Paris du 30 Mars, 1896, 
ua caractire plus peels et micux determing. 

Dans cot Article, en effet, les Puissanoes Contractantes, tout en constatant 
Jn haute valeur do la communication qui leur est donnée, au vom du Sultan, 
{Tu fran desting uamélioner le wrt des populations. Cheétonnes de 1Eunpire 
Ottoman, n’hésitent pas A déelarer que “cette communication ne saurait, en 
nucun eas, leur donner le droit de simmiscer, soit collectivement, soit sdparc 
ment, dans les rapports do Sa Majeaté te Sultan avec ses sujets ni dans 
Vndainistration intérieure de son Empire.” 

‘Tel eat le droit. 


No, 124. 


Lord J. Russell to Bart Cowley. 
(No, 645.) 
My Lord, Forcign Office, May 23, 1861. 

L HAVE received your Exeellency's despatch No. 737, Confidential, of the 
20th instant, reporting the substance of your conversation with M, Thouvenel 
respecting M. Billanlt's speceh in the Sonate as to the ‘evadthtion of Syria, and 
MM "Thouvenel’s despatch to M. de Lavalette of the Srd instant. 

Tn. communicating to Her Majesty's Representatives at Constantinople, 
Berlin, Vienna, and St, Petersburgh, a copy of your Exealency's despatch, 1 have 
instructed them to call the attention of the Governments to which they are 

hnt_portion of the Report of the Committee of the 
‘allusion is made to the claims of France 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 











No. 12: 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell—{ Received May 28.) 
(No. 110,) 
My Lord, Beyrout, May 10, 1861 

T HAVE the honour to trmasmit herewith, for your Lordship's information 


copies of further despatches which I have this day addressed te thin stone, 
Ambassador at the Porte, ips 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 
ee ee 


Vnclosure 1 in No, 125, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, Beyrowt, May 10, 1861 
U HAVE the honour to transmit hetewith, for your Excell 
tion. copy of the Protocol of the twenty-eight sitting of the Sr 
on the 29th ultimo, ? 


*s inform 
n Commission, 


Ubave, & 
Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE 


Inclosure 2 in No, 125, 


Protocol of the Teenty-eighth Meeting of the Syrion Commision, hel ot 
rout, April 29, 1861. 


‘mil built cent solxantowun, tous Jes Coman! 
la [résidence. do M. do Rebifies, Viee-Peisident, In 
Tes 


nique dla Commission une déclaration pac 
¥ Djoumblat ext atteint d'une 
Fecommandent de le placer 


‘xcollence Fuad 
*ctte demande, ra consulter la Comtniesion. 
levoir prendre sucune part, méme consultative, A 
une menury de détail administratif’ qui n'est point de leur compétons M. le 
Délégué Ottoman demande que ta ‘Metaration des médeoins aie muse au 
procés-verbal (Annexe No. 1), - 
_M. le Com it it a dG easayé wo le faire 
tion faite nax Druses par 
HM résulte de reoseignements 

in, persounage entibrome 


dans 
é par lex ageresseurs 
i es soldate Ottomans, informés de 


t, los Drusos sont 

sans grande importance en. eux-mémes, 

* Lord Dufferin, Vindice 

He point dans le pays, 

point mérité d'etre atteinte par la répremsiow 

ite do attitude hostile ct menagante des 

vient fire obstacle, et que tout au eoutraire 

pour la derniére fois ot atin de mettre sa 

‘quences que pourrait avoir un tel dat de 
metiait va terme, demande forwelleweot aujourd'hui que son 
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Excellence le Commissaire Ottoman soit invité par la Commission i prendre les 
Mesures nécessaires pour le faire cesser. 
M. de Rebfues demande, si pour les délits qui viennent d’dtre rappartés ot 
tous ceux du méme genre, Vautorité « sévi contre les coupables, et si elle s'est 
‘abord assuré les moyens de mettre la main sur eux, 
M. le Délégué Ottoman répond qu'il serait dius Vinipossibilité de donner 
Aucune information exacte A ce sujet. Tl en niférer i Fund Puchi 
M. Novikow rappelie que, d'aprés un projet récermiment comeauniqag, tons 
es ddlits particuliers devaient étre soumis 4 la juridiction d'un. Tribunal 
Provisoire : ce Tribunal fonctionne-teil ? 
M. le Délégu€ Ottoman répond quill n'a pas encore pu étre formé, 
M, Béclard se proposait, ditil, de faire ta méne question, IL avait aussi 
nde préscater A la Commission quelqucs observations sur Métablisse 
ent de cette juridiction essentiellement provisoire, Ces observations, il lox fern 
rec d'autant plus de raison qu'il vieut d'apprendte que te ‘Tribunal Mixte 
A'avait pas encore été institud, Il est atilo, selon lui, d'examiner les tet 
document communiqué ice sujet jar Fund} 
Selon M. Béclard, i 
it, ot fionne pas 
uctions judiciaires non so 
roirement soumise A ua régime e9 


projetée 

macawie du Sud, soumis lui-mén 
ailleurs oo nest point dane lo Nord 
Ux qui viennent <'étre signulés. pur 
ps Te Sud que le. Nord conserve donc 


Lord Dufferin fait otwerver quo de parcils incidents ont liew partout of It y 
8 des Druses, et par conséquont dans te Meten, district Mixte de la Caimacatio 
Maronite, 

M. Béclard admet alors que la joridiction exceptionnelle du Tribunal projeté 
puisse #étendro jusqu’au fleuve du Chien. 

Quant aux fits do détail rapportés par Lord Dufferin, et qui seraient daux 

Vopinion de sa Seigheurie l'indice d'une attitude hostile ot menagant.des Chréticn: 
contre lex Druses, M. le nimairo de France éprouve quelque ombarras h 
Jeur attacher autant diy e que veut bien Ie fuire M, lo Commissaire 
Britannique, Kn tout pa Hops, o0-w-toujoura volé dos hocute 
des rnulets. Ces délits, dont ine nie point In’ gravité, tombent sous le coup 
In Toi ordinnire; c'est i In police hes prévenir, aux Juges i les tépritner, ML le 
Commissairo Francais apercoit diffcilément en quoi ils pourmient motiver I'inter 
vention des Commissaires des Cing Grandes Puissunces. Sils sont lindice d'un 
int de choses fAcheux, et i quelques-nos dentre les Druses ne eroient. pas 
pouvoir venir it Beyrout sans se déguiser, il est prouvé que la nation Druso ext 
encore aujourd’bui dans un certain état de malaise et d'ingulétude; quel moyen 
la Couunission a-t-elle d’empéchor cela? Ls communication que viont de: faire 
Lord Dufforin s'appuie sur ce fait que Teavre de lu nipresion doit tee eon 
Arde comme entierement close, Il serait fort A ddsher en eet quilen Me 
finsi. | Matheureusement cette eldture n'a pas eu liow, bien que les Commiasaires 
sient fait tous leurs efforts pour atteindre eo résultat. Si les quelques violeaces 
isoléee qui ont tien de temps en temps dans la Montagne dérieent do l'état de 
utte des deux mecs, que l'on y mette un terme, en donnant aux Chrétiens les 
satisfactions dues, et la Commission ne pourrait A cet égurd quémettee des vreux 
Aga mille fols exprimés, Si ce ne sunt que des faite inolGs, sans caructére 
politique, c'est A le justice, & I'autorité locale i s'en ocouper. 

M_ le Commissaire d’Autriche incline i penser que coe faits doivent attirer 
Uattention do la Commission. C'est le défaut complet do police locale qui les 
end possibles, et qui emptche que les Druses ne puissent venir Beyrout en 
sécurité, La Montagne que l'on eroit pacifige, se ttouve encore en-etot de 

‘ot proximité de Beyrout, cost tout préx du camp des troupes 
res, au milieu des détachements de troupes Ottomanes, que ces tentations 
A’ main année peuvent se commettro inpunement. M_ de Weckbecker cere 
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devoir en conséquence appuyer Ia motion de Lord Dufferin, et il tui parait qu'un 
appel de la Commission a Ia solticitude du Kepeéseniaot du Gouvernement 
Ottoman n’aurait rien que d'opportun 

M. de Rebfues trouve que depuis vix mois if @ frmolé tant de veux one 
nature analogue, et restés sans aucun succes, qu'il serait pevt-dtre plus pratique 
dle tourer aretent ln question, et de deounder 8 MIs Délegud Utteoses de 
vouloir bien faire immédiatement connaltre quels sont les empechements qui 
Sopposent A ce que le Gouvernement du Sultan fixe la police, et institae le 
“Tribunal dont il a deruigeement anpowet la formation 

M. le Délégué Ottoman se réserve de les indiquer ultéiearement. 

M. Novikow pense que dans état actuel des choses la répression n'étant 
par torminge, puisque tes principales sentences do condammnation wont pas été 
exécutdes, il mest que trés naturel que dos actes de représailles se commettent 
par les Chrétiens contre les Deuses. I les trouve sans doute déplorables, mals 
HLne peut oublier qui a toujoure dit que la paix ne pouvait étre rétablie dats Ik 
Montagne que quand Varavro de Ia répression serait défnitivenent terminée. 
4 seruit fort porté & uttirer attention de Fuad Pacha sur cet état de choses, 
mais Vintention de son Excellence # dd été attinge plusieurs fois sur le mee 
objet, et M, le Commissuire Rusko ne volt pas dans quel sens la Commission 
pourrait formuler une nouvelle représentation. 

Lord Dufforin ext davis que Ia chose est Aarftement cle. I «regu de 
Tonseignements nombreux qui lui prouvent que lex Chritiens sont portés A oéder 
‘a de manvaives inspirations, et que le moment est venu pour I'autorité Ottomage 
de prondre des précautions tri sérieuses. Il a signalé des faite avec modération 
ot seat décidé B teoublor encore une fois Ia quidtude de ses collégues, afin de 
mettre a couvert 1 responsabilité, 

M. le Comuninsitire de France ne eroit pax quo celle des Chrétiens en général 
pulmie étre atteinte por le récit dex fits susmentionnés. La responsabilité do 
{aus lo fits sos dee gente pourra ¢re impute & qui on voudrn, saut aux 
Chrétiens. Cet état do malaise et de soulfrance que tout le monde déplore, & 


46 souvent constaté Jar is Commission, et Von ext malheureusement fondé 


dire qu'il saggrave au Tiew de s'umétiorer. | D'oit cela provient-il? Devons-nous 
Vattrbuer & quelques délits olds, commis par des Chrétiens sur des Druses, ott 
par dex Drases sur des Chriticns? La raison se refuse i Ia eroire. En. 
‘los promesses qui ont été fhites aux Chritiens, et dont pas une seule n’n été 
Yenue jusqu’d ce jour, Hest naturel que cet état de crise porviste Il fallalt 
réprimer promptement ot sévérement dex mmis dans des proportions 
‘nouies, n dex dommages, sontferts 
i programme. A-telle éé 
\également distribuée, Dans 
sixiéme des somtnes recounaes nécessates 
pour Ia construction des maisons a é&édéliveé; maix & quoi cela poavaitall 
servir? Les vietimes moursient de faim ; elles Vont dépensé pour vivre, et ne 
oot, pas aujourd’hol plus avanedes qu'auparavant. Resto lo troisiéme poi 
{a réorgunisation du pays, institution d'un pouvoir capable de 
administrés et de muintenir Vordre au sein dex populations. Les Chrétions 
Vattondent patiemment, Ele nura lieu, mis ce west encore qu'une espéranee. 
Ainwi, depuis tout & Mheure onze mois, de toutes lex promesses filter pan tine 
West nialige, ot lo mal ne va qu'en wagmentant, Nul n'a soubaité plas ardem- 
ment que M, le Commissaire de France one reconciliation pleine et entiere entre 
Hes Chrélens ot les Deus. Mals pour quan tel réutat pt ere oben, 
‘Yandrait clore Here de ta répression. Or, cela ne dépend plus de ta Commissions 
N oppartient i qui de droit d'exéoutor lee sentences Iégalement rendves jar 1 
‘Tribanwcx de Empire, et de donner enfin mux Chrétiens wu totes or e¢ point, 
ew sitinfuotions qui leur sont dacs, 

Lord Datferin ve s'attendait point A ce \yae, i propos des fits qu'il @ 
Tapportés, on reviendrait sor un débat dja termind. Mais paisqu‘on Ta fait, il 
‘ext conduit i examiner la valeur des nppréciations auxquelles M. te Commissaire 

Fieot dese liver. Ma dit que In répression n’était pus termtinées 

‘paren que lee senitonces rendues 'étaient, pax toutes exdoutées. Mais 250 Drases 
‘ont 8 ‘transports deraiérement & Tripoli de Burbaric. {1 a été convena que 
{en wutres détenus sle Mokbtara, condamnés & mort, ne seraient point exéoutés, & 
‘gee leur peine serait commuce d’an degré. Quant aux onze détenax de Beyrout, 
Sest produit'dans te sein méme dé la Commission une ditsidence dopimions, 
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qui a amené des retards inévitables. Tl n'est donc pas exact do dire que rien n'a 
6 fit. 

Au surplus Lord Dufferin ne voit pas quel rapport il y a entre ces quest 
¢t celle qu’il a posée. Dans l'état actael des chioses, les Druses ne peuvent v 
4 Beyrout sans se déguiser. Dans opinion de Lord Dufferin, cest 1A un fhit 
qui rejaillit d'une manigre fcheuse sur Fuad Pacha et les autres Commis- 
Saires. 

M. le Commissaire de France déclare qu'il. est: disposé & sintéresser aux 
souffrances des Druses, mais avant tout a celles des Chrétiens. Qu’on mette.un 
terme aux souffranees des Chréticns, alors il sintéressera aux Druses, 

M. de Délégué Ottoman croit que les souffrances des populations ne 
gexseront que quand toutes les causes de troubles auront dispura dela 
Montagne. 

M. de Weckbecker pense que cet état de choses stexplique sans se justifi 
Les Chrétiens voient encore aujourd’hui dans les Druses les détenteurs le leurs 
biens. Mais c'est aux autorités i s'interposer, et la Commission pourrait, ain 
que le demande Lord Dufferin, les y inviter 

M. de Rebfues avoue que le malaise des populations persisto ot ne fait 

jw'augmenter, unis il voudrait, avant de remettre auoune note & Fuad Pacha, qu'il 
fut bien prowvé qu'en génital’ un état effervescence nouvean s'est. développé 
entre lex Chrétiens ot Jes Druses. 

Lord Dulferio fait remarquer que sa motion n'a pax précindment pour but 
de provoquer I’émission d'une note collective & Fuad Pacha, mais d'appeler pat 
Vintermédiaire d’Abro ttendi Vattention de son Excollence le Comtmissaire 
Ottoman sar Fattitude hostile et menacante des Chrétiens contre les Druses. 

M. le Commissaire de France déclare ne pas pouvoir s'associer une 
démarche qui, telle qu'elle vient d’étro formalée, ne rendruit en aucune fagon sa 
pensée. 

M, le Commissaire Russe no demanderait pas mieux que de concourir 
Vémission d'un avis tendaot A appeler attention et toute In sollioitude de Fuad 
Pacha sur l'état nctuel des choses dans in Montagne, Mais duns quels ternies 
formoler cet avis? Cet état de choses w des causes multiples. La plus grave, 
fe n'est pas tant encore le retand apporté a la eldture do la réprossion, que le 
bon-paicment des lodemaités tant &'Darows que dane la Montague. Ulapeéa 
les renseignements qui lui parviennent, Ia détresse des populations augrnente de 
jour en jour, et proyoque sans cesse de leur part de nouvelles ct stériles nupplis 
‘ations. 

M. le Délégué Ottom: t de fhire connultze dans ta prochaine séance 
fe mode qui vient étre ad principe pour te néglement des indemnités 
mobiligres pour lex habitants de la Montagne, 

M. lo Commissaire Frangals prend acto de eet cagazement, dont il attendra 
Hexécution avec impatience, et déclare que, »'il refuse do s'usxocier In motion 
de Lord Daflorin, c'est parce que les termes dans lesquels on propose de ln 
rédiger lui paruissent, & lai aussi, trop étroits et trop absolus, 

Lond Daffcrin déclare ne point s opposer A ce que dans sa motion il soit 
tenu compte de co que M. Novikow vient de dire aut sajet du nonepaiewent des 
indemnités. 

En couséquence lo Seerétaire de la Commission donne lecture d'un. projet 
do note ainsi concue — 

* Les communications faites par M. le Commissaire Britannique & la eéance 
du 29 Avril, 1861, tendant & prouver que l'état des choses daus ta Montagne, eu 
gard A Ibostilité dea Chrétions contre lev Druses, ext: tel que ces demnicry ne 
eroient pas pouvoir y circuler librement, par suite de ce que lea populations 
Chritiennes, ne recevant pas les satisfactions qui leur ont été promises, sont 

ortdes we fuire justice elles-mémes, Ia Comuntssion eroit nicessaire d'appeler 
Fattention de sos Excellence le Commissire Ottoman, eur ensemble de cette 
situatio 

Cette redaction est approurée par les divers membres dela Couetion, 
et M, Jo Commissaite de France y adhére pour som propre compte. 

Copie de cotte résolution est reise & M. fe Délégvé Ottoman, qui promot 
de Ja faire parvenir i Damas par le plus prochain courrier. 

M. Béclard pri M. le Délérué Ottoman de vouloir bien informer ta Come 


missi 
3Q 
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J; Des mesures qui ont été prises Damas pour la levde d'un a-compte de 
Vimpot extraordinaire. 

2 Da resnltat de Venguéte & laquelle il a Iui-méme pris part au sujet des 
crimes commis l'année derniére a Sayda 

Abro Efendi répond, sur lo premier point, que son Excellence le Commis 
Tage tmondinaire du Sultan s'cceupe en ee moment de la levée dun impbt de 
15,000,000 de piastres, et, sur le second point, que les jugements sont fendus 
St vont tre transmis 3 Fuad Pacha, qui les renverra a Beyrout apris les avoir 
examiinds. 

M. le Commisssire de France demande & ses colligues la permission de 
Frovoduer leur attention sar un fait grave qui s'est produit Yannte sernidre & 
Beyrout, h Vépoque des troubles de la Syxic. Un jeune Chrétien de dix-sept 
ans a G6 arreté, jugé. et mis A mort en quelques heures, contrairement aut 
régles de la justico Ottomane, qui ondonnent de suspendre Texéeution dee 
donne con ange Mes Susa'A ce que lo tribunal supérieur de Constantinople ait 
Sonné son avis. La voix publique, les eitconstances dans lesquelles Tamenstion 


y pour leur conduite 
‘6 dernier, west done rendu coupable dln asacinat 

ridique, et M, le Conmnixsaire de France  déga expeimé Vopinion, lore des 
iiscusions relatives aux sentences readucs contre les fonctiontnires ot oder se 
Qttornans, que cette circonstance était une de celles qui devaient motiver a som 
and application du plus sévire fhitinens- Depuis lor, Mle Commisiaire 
fie Franco a rect une petition dans laquelle le pére do eect enfant demande que 


nocence de son fils soit reconnue, et que sa mort soit vengée, M. Bealiod 
désirerait avoir si xen collagues ont regn In méme adresse, ot quelle suite ils se 

proposent dy a 
M, de Week! a ate luiméme que le 23 Juin un 


‘dans la méme journée, 
formellement conteaire 
Rroctlures ot des jugemente we 
Vappréciation des Comenisaaires, il y aurait Liew, eu 
Voxéeution, de dewander Axon Excellence Fund Pacha 

‘eu connaissance du fait. ry 
M. Novikow fait observer 4 son tour que Ia queytion de Savoir si fa sentence 
‘te mort pouvait dtre Idgalement exéoutée est hors de In compétence de 
In Commission. Mais, exécuté est innocent, ot 
si son pete domande In Ja. Commission « te droit 
de réclumer agement, qui se rattache, 
Vout accompagné, & Vensemble des événe- 


sit qu'il n'a pas eu le moyen Wapprécier ext detnement, qui 
lui a tonjours paru un pow suspect. 

M. le Commisatire de Prusse wassocie & Is proposition de révision d'un 
Proeds qui @ tout dit A ser veux le camtére dun meurtre juridique, et 
sugmente de beaucoup In ealpabilité de Vashi Kfendi, 

Abro Efendi rappelle qu'il y a environ quatre & cing mois, un parent de: ce 
joune Chrétien a fait une demande tondante la révision du proces’ Les pikes 
dis co procis, alors examinger, nyant été trouvéen réguligres, il n'a dee heme 
aucune suite & la demande, Quant & Vexéeution du jugement, il eroit sovote 
u'll yw un acte qui l'autorise. “Néanmoins M. le Dadgné Otten 
Porter cet incident i ln connaissance de Fund Pacha. 

La sdance est levée it cing heures, 


(Suivent les signatures.) 


Annexe, 


hes Soussignés, ayant visité Said. Bey Djoumblat dans les prions de la 
caserne 4 Beyrour, mnt que Said Bey est attcint d'une phtysie tuberculease 
it un degré assez avaneé pour exclure touie probablité de gutrison, 
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Le traitement médical ne pouvant dans ée cas avoir dautre effet que de 
soolager t de prolonger peut tire les jours da ualade, les Soussignés recom- 
tuandent, pour atteindre ce but, de lui perinettre d’étre soigné par les personnes 
se file dan un loa mies appropri ete ds ion. 

, le 23 Aeril, 1861. 
Lie aallek er Ex foi de quoi ont signé: 
(Signé) PESTALOZZA. 
PINCOFFS. 
SUQUET. 
DOBROWOLSKI. 


Les Docteurs Colman et Cauvin ont décliné de signer ce certficat, puisqu'il 
est contraire aux niglements d'spposer des signatures sur un document sans un 


ordre supérieur. Aa ned 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 125. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir Beyrout, Mey 10, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excelleney's informa: 
tion, copy of a ciroular addressed, by direction of Fund Pasha, to the Commis 
sloneia of the Ove: Powers; oontatalog” his Excollency's reply to a Resolution 
passed ot their twenty-clghth sitting, in which his attention ix drawn to. the 
aggressive atitude lately assumed by the Christians towards their Druse neigh 
bours, as reported to your Excellen dexpateh of the 30th ultimo, 

ve, 80, 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEDOYE, 


Lnclowure 4 in No, 125, 
Abro Kfendi to the Members of the Syrian Commission. 


MM, les Commissaines, 5s Rare te 8 Mai, Bel 
Commision ne rduni ni hier ni avant-hier, je nai pu lui fai 
le etn ons Jétain aieres r son Excellence Fuad Pacha ea réponse & 
Ia Résolution qui a té adoptée dane in vingt-huitidme aGance: et ain dene pas 
différer plus longtemps cette communication, je Vai faite dds ce matin, mettre 
sous prose. poor ttre distribuée demain & MAM, les memes de la Comieaion 


fannere A cette circulaire. 
ae Veuilles, &e. 


(Signé) S. ABRO. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 125, 
Communication made by Abro Efendi to the Members of the Syrian Commission 


UOIQUE jie déclaré dans Ia préeédente séance que Fuad Pacha viendait 
ey stpoatre & la wotion del.ord Dottie amendée et adoptée par la 
Commission, et qu'elle m'a pri€ de porter A sa cotinaissance, je me trouve dae 
anjourd’bui, suivant les instructions que je viens de recevoir, en mesure de 
répondre & cette motion, dont le bat était d'attirer V'attention du Plénipotentiaire 
du Sultan sur la situation actuelle de la Montagne. La Commission doit savoir 
que son Excellence n'a pas perda un instant de vue cette situation, dis le 
moment méwe qu'elle s'est dessinée, et qu'elle a's pas manqué de prendre les 
mesures propres a prévenit les maux que MM. les Commissaires privoient 
leur tour. Les recommandations qu'implique Ia motion font assumer aa 
Commissaire da Sultan une responsabilité morale dont il ne veut se déchanger 
2 aucune fagon, Ces recommandations donnent en méme temps au Plénipo~ 





fentinice le droit de se prononcer franchement sur cette situation et sur Jes 
causes qui Vont produite. Mais avant de présenter un aperou succinet sur T'état 
général du pays, je crois que, pour le bien exposer. il faudrait remonter au début 
Ses imesures que’ son Excellence a prises. immédiatement aprés son arcivée en 
Syrie, 

On aait aves quelle rigueur le premier point, celui qui, comme ji eu 
{honneur de le dire dans la précédente séance, devait avoir la\priorité tor lee 
tloux autres, a été exéeuté d Damas, ce triste thédtre ’un grand brine, conve de 
Uese-humanité, qui e provoqué une sévére et immédiate punition, Ox say masa 
aveo quelle énengie le Plénipotentiaire s'est mis A Vecuvre A Damas pour donner 
‘flictives ee inate iustice. De grands coups ont été portes et des peines 
ailictives ct infamantes appliquées tion seulement aux autour de cot herbie 

mais A tous ceux qui avaient manqué dune maniére grave & leurs devedee 
1 chitiment dont Daunas a été trappde, aervit d'oxemple salutaire & teat Ie payer 
{isis sour Ta wensation que lui imypeimait Ia force de ta main de la justice soe, 
iepadt de he nocaas fetard dans te cercle de sex devoirs. Ce fut le pornt de 
{Kpart. dela pacification, et tune des partios len plus diffciles dela eho da 
Commissaire du Sultan. Len: péniblew travaux de'la répression exereee var Ia 
Montagne ont suivi de pris ceux'de Damas. Ces travaux, por leur notare 

yd et par les didicaltés locales quits offsient, ont réclamé beaucoup 
Pro ere on Bieta mis Damas. Lou elécare wea fie aussi prompt, 
fuent. qu'il a éte possible, et xi, aprés lexdoution dex condamnations fafdelecrs b 
ia peine de mort, celle de a peine capitale a tard, In case principale ne reais 
point dans la Mission Inpériale, mais bien, je eroim devoir te Nipéter, dans les 
AiScultés politiques qui ont surgi, et que ehneun de MM. les Commlessires engrutt 
parfhiten Tndépeadamment de co que la vindicte publique a 
fait pour répritner fos crimes cou # Ja Montagne, unc punition morale 


habiace (ats: &té itigce A tous lew Druses en génénil. Cette population 

habituée it se conduize avee arrogance et surtoat data une sorte divecbntion, 

tour went vue inopinement placto sous’ 'étreinte de la justice, grice & do anges 

Drama aire. ot n'a pas ont faire Ia moindre résistance: Des miler de 
5 


‘et emprisonnes, forent sournis i toutes los peripétios d'un 

rs vécarent longtemps de la vie des prisonniers. De plus, lex roqubstions 
{ites plusioury reprivee auprix dos habitants des villages Drusce, decker oe 
{le leurs chefs de tous les pritildges. dont ils jouiasaient, le sdquestration de toes 
[Hore bens dont tex revenus ont été affectes A ln subsistance dex: Chrtheas 
interruption de tours. communications avec les villox dont Me ont eu quit 
foredment exelis, tout cola dans son ensemble ue dos frits qui doivent 
stro considérds comme autant de chitiments forts et cxenplanc, infligés & ba 
ninsse dee Druses.Sivun petit nombre a pu se soustraire provisciremest auc 

Hours de la justice, en se ri(ugiaat dans le Hauran, ce petit nombre de Dros 

" st bloqué par los troupes Impériales dans différentes localitén, 
ine pouvoir wéloigner du Hauran, do vivee dans un leolen 

approche de Hétat de misére. 

Pour co qui rogarde le rgloment des indemnités, tiche éalement ¢ 
(ee travaux usgents de ta répression et de In pacification do pays, et nottenenent 
Vembarras financier ob se trouve le Gouvernement Impérial ont reed weve 
gvre encore plus difficile. “Malgré cos graves difficultes, lo Piénipotentisin da 
Cilinn x Git tout ce quil n pu pour réparer, au moins en parti, les pertes dew 
Ctudtiens. Un assex grand nombre de villages ont ¢té plus ou mules neccar 
fits; den vivres, des: secourn.pécunizires, du bétal, dex semencen, dee colons 
riles, dex gvaines de vers A oie ont 66 successivement distribute gue viewins 
des événementa do Yannée derniére, 

Aujoard't 


Pour ce qu'elle concerne te 
Pénipotentiak 


Excellence est occupée par 

desu mission, A Dena Te 

dont cette ville sem bientit frappée, nous 

donner aux victimes de forts i-comptes qui, j'si talwon de le 

‘iépaaseront bien lex 15,000,000 de piastres. Pour la Mottagne eeslons 

Pertes mobilidres ne turdera pas i dtre effectuée. Malgré toutes les 

tiicultés qu’ ym de consaltre exactement ces pertes, les Cheeteae We Liban 
toucheront Sealement de nouveaux i-comptes. 

Quant hls réorganiation de la Montagne, qui sera une auvre commune, 

elle recevrs une solution das que Je Gouvernement Impérial prendra une 





jon sur jet de ta Commission que Fuad Pacha a soumis & la Sublime 
Sephora ee eyes 
Je crais devorr constater jei que le Ménipotentiaire de Su Majesté Impériale 
est sta alos, cx tnt co qui Il ait particitvementdévol, os inten 
Sons dn Gouversement do son auguste Sonversi et asurer le mntion dy 
bon ordre dans le pays. Je puis dire, an nom de son Excellence, que fori 
ln tranquillite dont jovissent en général les Provinces de la Syrie, sont is 
yremicrs résultats des efforts des aatorités locales qui s'y sont vouées avec autant 
mena de vigueur. En relevant ce fait, Fund Pacha ne peut néanmoins 
s'empécher de reonnaitre que Is situation morale de la Montagne est peu satis- 
frsats, Las Chios se lisent entsoer par des insinatios et de maneas 
covnelsy waste et ve erat & dex ets repethenailes contre es Dram, 
ion de Is vengeance, propre aux populations apparenant & toute religion 
om cette contrée, éclate de la part des Chrétiens avec d’autant moins 
inénagement quils croient que Nimpunité leur ext axsurée. Ne considérant pas 
Js mission de la justice publique comme sulfisante pour sa leurs propres 
ressentiments, ils s‘autorisent A se venger de leurs griefs personnels. ie 
Vestas eof scene de patinite lorsque veut arrter ta mxin de ta 
vongeance, tandis que tous ses actes sont dietés par la plus striate impartial led et 
Quis couvrent dune égale protection ls suet da Salta, C areca aa 
indistinctement. Creat sinsi encore qu’on accus 
ae yectiger Jen Druses et de hair les Chrdtiqns, au moment pepe 
Todi totpsatis cc React: arcienteaieiess Ge ba, Bis cosas 
Slotscaon data lr prtalion cavers is Dresoy clr Ohrfiens; surtout de 
Uniter cox deruiers avec une certaine douceur et ménugement, en considération 
‘malheura. \ 
a7 ‘Peapteataire Impérial deplore vivement que, lrwqu'l consere 
gomumment ses flrts 8 copécher le dard dee encosmagynenis selene 
donnée aux Chréens et qu'ane faction de cette population pone In mate 
méconnlire Yantai soureaoo oth renoureer eet ‘acten de vengeance 4 
sont, comme ils ont été, la source des calimités dont nous truvaillons aujou 
2d effucor tes traces at A empécher In tion, Fund Pach Vigne pas 
des Clirétiens, il faut leur don i 
odie Dor preishen s travaille i le lour donner, mais cola we doit 
for alle: éu pitch alee fo Selous lin Seect tox oot Us ent eave 
Plsindre. autres, s dans Te but de malatenir le bon ordre et 
eraplcber tout ‘ati Malo ernie te Gee de prendre les mesure 
nécouaires. Le Gouv Trpérial ayant en deenier lieu envoys des troupes 
mur renforcer les garnisons, ue partic de cex troupes eat mise A la disposition 
te Commandant. des forces de la Montagne. Lo dernier voldat du Sultan, de 
mde gue x aficiers et prt versr ls dora. goute de ee plate 
Aimee udre le sang Chrétien, jai faut d'autre pe 
a cordiems ine tron (90 Tent a) cedure des cempéchier de 
force de pousser la vengeance au point de troubler le repos et la tranquillité da 


ber Gait en som pouvoir, i ext 
Extmordinaire ayant fait tout ce qui était en som pow 
eaeteacneereeescr een aera 
‘ore qui ne tendeut qu'hassurer Te bion-cre des. populate de ce Pay 
constaminent pourauivi par la sollicitude de Sa Majeaté le Sultan. — 
Aor heal een era ace ee a 
Colonel Hassan Bey, eavoyé en tournéy Wnpesion sale ao Aga 
retour Damas. Le rapport de cet officicr cou nuit 
troupes Gtlsesanes 6 dot Apt iGoavemensnt lope tempat dune 
i ‘que tous leurs efforts sont emp! 
ills ais gos mudbeurtsement is ve reaconeay, pas Barto 6Sucou 
foyal sur lequel ils oat droit de compter, 
Begrout, le 6 Mai, 1861 


(Sin) S. ABRO. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 195 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 
Sir, 
Beyrout, May 10, 1861 
J HAVE the honoue to transit herewith, for your Excelleney’s information, 
grhies of three Annexes: to the Protocol of the twenty-ninth moe 
Syrian Commission, held on the 4th instant. petrol 
‘As soon as the Protocol reaches my hands I shall not fail it i 
your Exeelleney forthwith, i er eae 
_, __ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) ~ “DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


nS ee 


Tnelostre 7 in No, 125, 


Annezea to the Protocol of the Neentyrnisth Mestng af the Syrian Comenixion 
Annexe No. 1, 
(Truduetion.) 
Rapport de la Comnission & won Excellence Fuast Pacha mur le 8, 
iat Pacha sur le Systime & edapler 
our le Riglement des Pertes Mobilidres de la Montoyne. ' 


CONFORMEME: 
nommdée pour l'évaluati 
Ia Montagne 
dat 


yportionnée i sex portess le trot 
‘dos maisons incendides ot de 
moyen lex pertos do chacun, 
aystme a 416 priféré aux aut 
n outre que, celui qu'on 
le que. cela-ci a 
par [a taison que sans informations on pe 
invent plus expéditifs, Or, il ost indise 
aquéris des pertes de chacun et y pourvolr 
ui seront prsentses 
aque village, ct Yon 
modem le pled dh 
howe Pune; oa Vou trove 
Gann ‘et dans ce cus on donnera A chacun 
{epar did snquéte oxigeant beaucoup de temps, 
et Fon fer hg fle pele ge 


etn objets précieux, 6 pou 
eharehert tune proportion d 
‘agente Wantorté “ iJoue 
seront donncs, de faite di Sra tg gs 
Pertes. Les Inbitants de 2 
. ; 


leurs pert 
Tee areom ot étolfes on un mot des objets eatings uucommerse’ Raker nen 
aleae, tifiqueront sass les objets et produits qui leur ont été sada gene tne 
juuntité respectives. Apes avoir opéné la présentation des lites 
sre aneeaparnent les perten de chacun, len atts de Peto jen 
rai i, fern le rlové dex pertes de. chaque village, et postex moyen 


on connaitr le total des pertes de chaque village ther seat qui les ont 


‘Les prétres contidiniaat taioux que persovine ba ponition des individus places 
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sous leur direction spirituelle, chaque individu, avant de présenter sa liste, la 
soumettra au prétre de son village, qui examiners avec attention, Le prétre 
Vengagera par ses conseils, comme ministre de la religion, & lui avouer si In liste 
u'll }ui soumet est conforme a la ‘vérité; ensuite. aprés avoir dont publique 

ment lectare de sa liste en présence des habitants de son village et des azonty de 
Pautorité, il recevra pabliquement sou serment. 

1 serm notifié en outre aux habitants que les pertes de ceux dont les listes 
sont exactes seront prises immédiatement en considération ; au contraine cox 
dont les listes sont fuses, comme le prouverait lenquéte de In Convmission, 
‘encourront une grave responsabilité. Apris avoir fait le relevé des portes de 
‘chaque village, om Venverra tla Comtnission dos portes immobiligres,  Cependant 
les agents de V'autorité, aprds avoir requ les listes des yillazes, éeriront au bas de 
cea lintes les informations qu'ils auront pu prendre seoritemer 
ce ujet, et apres y avoir apposé leurs aceaux, ils les envertont \ Beyrout, 
outre ils n'aceepteront pas les listes de conx qui n'ont pas éprouveé des pertas 
bbien qui ont po sauver leurx biens pendant les événemnents. 

n résumé le premier degré d'enquite sur les listes, contenant les pertes 
mobiliéres, consiste dans Je serment que les habitants préteront entre les mains 
des prétres ; Je second sera fait par les agente de autorité résidant dans. lex 
districts; et le troisiéme par la Commission constituce & Beyrout. Dane ce trot. 
sitme mode d'enquéte, il fut prendre quelques menures qui empichent. les 
habitants des villages de venir on masso A Beyrout. Pour prévenir un tel incon. 
‘éniont, ln Commission pense j 

1, Que lenquéte pour chaque village devrait Otre effectude au promicr deers 
ssur les lieux 5 

2. Quien cas do besoin der délézués du village seraiont appelés  Beyrout 

3. Que les habitants d'un village qui ve présentoraient en masse h Beyrout 
xe devraient point étre regu par Is Commission 4 

4. Quicn cas de nécessité des agents spéciaux seraient envoyés sur los fieux 
par In Commission des pertes mobilitres. 

‘Tous ces points reront d'ailleurs discutée au sein de cette Commission, qui 
aloptera telles mesures qu'elle jugera nécossnires. De plus, pou éviter, alla 
confusion qui pourrait naitre do lx pritention dex habitants d'un village d'acoie la 
Priorité sur les autres dans Jo réglement de leurs pertes, Ia. Comminsion Centrale 
prendra note de 'époque des réclamations et prooédern hi enqudte par ortlre. de 
date. 

Tel est, Excellence, le résultat des discussions de ka Commission que nous 
soomettons i votre haute appréciation. 


Annexe No, 2. 
(Troduetion.) 
Rapport du Conseil Provincial it son Excellence Puad Pacha 


INVITES par Abro Efendi & émettre notre opinion sur Jo twpport toucbant 


Jo plan d’évaluation que In Commission chargée d'étadicr lo meilleur eyetbm 
suivre dans le réglement des porter mobiliéres dprouvées pendant len évéuements 
wélabor’, et que ce fonetionnaire nous a communiqué, nous venons 0. con 
séquence présenter & votre Excellence les observations que T'examen de cette 
question nous & susatrds F 

Nous avons remorqué que, des trois modes propos, ta Commision» cru 
devoir donner la préférence au premier, qui eonsiste dana la présentation de listes 
de la part des habitants, En effet eile ne pouvait warntter au sooond mode, qui 
serait de diviser les habitants en eatégories, et d'assigner & ehacune Welles’ une 
somme proportionnée A ses perten sans informations préalables qui permissent 
darriver & une joxte appréciation. Quant au troisiéae, qui rermit. do. prendve 
pour base d’évalaation Ia liste des mnisons incendiées, oe mode n'est pas non 
plus exempt de difficultés, sil était adopté en premier lieu. 

En conséquonce Je premier mode serait lo plus préfimble, mais, pour 
sassurer de la véracité des listes qui seront jrésentées et pour éviter ta con(tclon 
et Togglomération qui entraveraicat l'expédition des affaires, trois Commissions 
Arenquéte seront nommées. Ces Commiscions ecront composts de ete 
rétres dignes de toute confianoe, appartenant nux différents rites de Beyrout, 
Sazda, Tripoli, ct des autres localités importantes. Chactine de ces Commiesions 
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sera placée sous kn présidence d'un agent spécial de Pintorité: “Elles s'oceuperont 
de I'évalustion des véritables pertes mobilidres éprourées par les habitants de 
chaque village, et dresseront sur le modéle ci-joint, qui sera imprimé, les 
destings i dire présentés & Ia Commission Centrale avec un mazbatta ou bas de 
chaque relevé. Chaque Commission compters un personnel rétribué-de dix 
membres, y compris les gretfiers qui y seront attachés. " Denx de ees Commissions 
se rendront mux cerckes de lx Montagne Druse, et lu troisiéme & Meten et 3 ses 
Aépendances qui sont sous la juridietion Chrétienne.  Quant’#'ta prestatioa da 
serment qui doit avoir lieu, d'aprés Yaris de lx:Commission, avant Venquéte, 
c'est-lvdire, a prewier deg’, nous ‘pensons qu’it serait plus & propos de Isisser 
Vaccomplissement de cet acte a la fin deYenquéte; attendu que, si Te pate 
d'une liste venait A étee soumis en premier Tiew & cette: formalité, il serait 
difficile de la démentir dans le cas que les renseignements exacts qu'on pourrait 
recevoir tltérieurement viendraient : constater Vinexactitude de xa liste. 

Los membres de ces Commissions «' mut par serment, peeté ed 
présenice de leur chef spirituel suivant la forme voutue dans leur culte, et avant 
Tour entrée en fonctions, de ne point commettre d'injustices, ‘de ne dire que la 
vévité, et dene pas se laier corrompre par lour intértts personnels dane 
Taccomplissement de leur thche. Si jamais chacune de ces Commissions, 
tout ou et partie, nianquait A son serment, ello serait passible de  peines 
séveres. Le minimum et le maximum de ces peines seront fires et porté a Jeti 
connaixsance. 

Ces Commimions parcourront, les divers ae deta mien 
Vordre to we des villages, Dans chaque vi sappelleroat te prétre 
ct les notables, asxquels elles notifieront que le Gouvernement aceondera dee 
iidernnités egux qui ont aubi des pertes, mois la condition que ehuean dent 


révente une liste exncte ot détaillée de wes pertes mobilitres. Elle leur feroat 
dussi savoir que ceux dont lox listes ne présenteront pas ce carnctére, n' 

ucune indemnité, atin qu'il soient punix de leur mauvaise foi, ct que tout 
parlour de Hate seta sours hla prestation da erment hla fn def enqodte, 


‘A mesure que lor habitants upporteront leur listos, lex pritres ot len notables 
veront appolés pur In Commission, ct en leur présence ces listes seront examingets 
ct alles membres de la Commission, les prétros, ot lex notables sont unanimes 
reconnaitre Vexnetitude des objets ot des prix ‘portés sur cox listes, ils. feroat 
préter serment au réclamunt, et apostilleront +a fiste, en Ix déclarant aduaissl 
Si au contmire des doutes sur Vexactitude de la liste s'élévent dans Voxprit det 
membres de In Commission, silo prétee et les notables du village contestent 
tout ou en partic le contenu de la liste, ou bion wi la liste présente n'est pat 
conforme aux renseignements que la Commission se serait procurés, alors 
liste nora rendue i aon proprictaire avec Pinjonetion d'apporter uno liste exncte. 
Apes avo ne relerd fos Hates de chaque villag, le pbtre et les notables deo 
village proteront le nermient que, d'aprés leur renseignements et leur convictions 
Tos listes portdos sur le relevé sont exnctes, ot aprix que le prétre et les n 
tnroat en consequence apposé leur signature au bus du relevé lex membres de 
Coramission le sygneront i leur tour. 

‘Au fur et A mesure que le Commissions dresseront les relovds de 'évalte 
tion des pertes de chaque villa, elles tes enverront & la Commission 
tec lew Kates meutionnont les details, et quiscront annexées aces relevés.. Cella 
derniiee n'a A sToocuper dex détails quills renferment, mais elle se barnet® 
examiner si quelque erreur ov omission n'y @ été commise. Elle w'aure pos 
besoin de we livter Nun examen plus sérioux, par la maison que Venquéte » été 
entourée do toutes les garantics pomiblos d'ordre et de vérité, Le serment, 
aboed par les membres des Cotumissions, ensuite par tes prétres et les 
‘qu’elles ont consultés duns leurs opérations, excluant toute idde de fraude ot de 

In Commission Centrale pourra admettre en toute stireté les 

qui tai seront tg, moins quelle a’ait regu: des rensei its exacts, OF 
bs lene congu des doutes sérieux pour ordonner In révision de tel ou tel 
elev 

‘Tel eat, Excellence, lo résultat de nos discussions que nous soumettons & 
haute npprobation. 
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A No. 3. 

Frets wanexe No. 3. 
Eztroit du Plan de Réglement des Pertes Mobilid n 

es res qui ont eu lie cs 

prédion Bionca onlin Lome 


L'ADOPTION du eystéme ayant pour base la présentat is 
part des habitants qui avaient éprouvé Ne ipatay Beak! naa et ihe 
isientremises& la Commission qui avait été nommée pour Mévalution de’ es 
En conséquence notification a été faite de cette t 
Eos ¢ par Tatermédiaie de leurs Caimacams. ae 
La Commission, organisée alors, se compossit des Caimacams 
Administrations, de deux Membres du Conseil de Beyrout, dont Van Manion 
et autre Chrétien, d’un Evéque, de prétres Chrétiens et de Cheiks. Elle se 
nissait tora! les jours a l'exception du Dimanche et du Vendredi, depuis cing 
senate! heores, et le Vali de la Province Y assistalt tous es jours 
Aussitdt que cette Commission a été instituée, les individus qui avai 
{aert des événements commenctrent  présenter leurs Tstes, La Coxusta'on 
Cerecerait ot les transmetait aux agrees ebargés de la tenue dos 
cl les enregstraint, et apris ls avole mnrgués, ls rendaiont Tears 
Apris avoir opéré 1 rement de ces listes, nom par nom et vil 
e, Un ‘Grand’ ¢ C Tet tests, “Il sotompouit de Muralmene st te 
{Ehusticns do Sada, Sour, et Beyrout, wins que des Druses et des Chrétons de 
Montagne. Les Membres de ce Conseil furent soumis & a. prestation du 
ferent. Cate sonal ample, Tnutorté es invita & modifier Pévaluation 
pertes igurait sur les Tistes prése 
Grant Conseil te mis tes consSquence A Younes oa 
Les décisions détinitives de ce Conseil ont été 
Yertalremis ATautorité locale, aprés avoir été plement pitt les 
Pitables Chrétiens et Droses des looalités qui avalent 6 pilles. durnnt Jos 
A cette époque le montant de [évaluation wlevait de 300, 
bourses environ, dont 160,000 repréentaiont des pertes subi po peaes4 
Festant de la somine mentionnée fut réduit & 86,000 bourses caviron, 
de gh Mrtivée de fou Chekib Pacha, ex Mision Extmordinaire pour les affsires 
Ja Montagne, il se forma un Conseil consposé do. pritres ‘ct do notables 
ircticas, reommandables par leurs antéidentn, | Ceuxicl apportévent de 
ue n d'évaluati sou I" 
steams san 'saluation qui leu fut soni, os Parrtdrent 
ir sur cette dernire somme le Gouvernement du Sulti 
+ trésor de Suida 10,000 bourses, et déoréta le paioment “ We Dene oe 
3000 bourses encore, de maniére que Ii somme de 15,0 bourses a été réparti 
= ar village, entre tex rdlamants dont chacun a prouvé et repu a pak 
mrt qui lui revennit. Nous donnons ci-aprés le relevé des pertes mobili 
alors avec la désignation des noms de ceux qui fasaie bei 
BE CSceal; sommnd por opie da wadinatiinn ee ee 


Blias Sousa, de Deir-el-K: il Beyrou 
Meat umm, de Der-- Kamar (i ve toned it). 
Farés Tabet, de Deir-el-Kamar (& Deir-ol- . 
Nicolas troche, de Beyrout (Ics Beyout, 
Soleiman Choueri, de Meten (mort). 

Habib Nassif, de Djezzin (& Djezzin). 
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Relové de l'Evaluation des Pertes du Mont Liban iti 
c Liban avee Ia Réj 
Indemnités du temps de Chikib Pacha, Petition des 





7 
Répartiion 
| Rétoction opérée pour in | dex 135000 bare 


seco foa wate 
i payées pa le 
| Moutsut des Evaluations. | Gutrcrecntat ot le 


Iie-Toh 

‘rhea 

Seaamur + 

Gharoka 

Mme Djesn 

EiNiteyent iene 
Sisto 

Aux étrangers tt 

‘A Abbas Chedine - . ae 

A Em Daher tleeddan 42.009 


30,072,406 


| Bourses 60,945. 353 piantrn | towren 13,000 


No. 126. 


Lorid Dufferin to Lord J. Russell.—(Receieed Mey 24,) 


No. 111) 
My Lord, 


1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, 
ofa letter addressed to me by Dr Pncotl rar 
of Said Bey Jobat. 


Beyrout, May 10, 1861 


for your Lordship's perusal 
Pincoffs respecting the actual hopeleas contin 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure in No. 196, 
Dr. Pincoffe to Lard Dufferin. 


My ca Beyrout, May 10, 1861. 
ER having left Said Bey Joublat last night at halfspast"12 o'slock, 1 


retumed there this morning at 8 o'cloc! tnpanied 
him Tes fever, bute bad searely scp ene bY Mr; Wood. 1 found 
Sinoo I firat saw the 


is wants attended to, He has been daily seen 

for by Dr. Pestalozza, in consultation with is 
lozza, in consultation with whom this 1 
deters od tain 


pry oo ie lotion for the mouth, a sedative pill at night, ax 
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After Dr. Pestalozza had left the root, the patient acked whether, like the 
‘other doctors, I considered his disease fatal. 1 told’him that he was in extreme 
danger, that God was Almighty, and that as long as there js life there is hope. 
He wished to know how many out of twenty-four I considered his chance of 
recovery (this seems a usual mode of reckoning with the Drases) ; 1 replied that 
they were certainly not more than four in his favour, 

On my asking whether he wished any message to be conveyed to your 
Lordship in the event of his death, he said that he recommended his childeen to 
your Londship's care 

He has had some more conversation with Mr. Wood, the details of which 
‘ill, docile, be reported to your Lorddip by hat gentleman. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) P, PINCOFFS, M.D., MR.CP4 


<a 





No, 127, 


Lard Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Reecived May 24.) 
(No, 1 
My Lord, Beyrout, May 10, 1861, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordahip's information, copy of 
a letter 1 have received from Colonel Fraser, inoloxing a report made by that 
gentleman to his Excelleney Fund Pasha, 
Thare, & 
(Signed) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 127. 
Colonel Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


My Loni, Beyrout, May 9, 1861, 
WHEN Fund Pasha intimated is eutire approval of my proceeding from 
Damascus to Mount Lebanon, for the purposes and under the instructions 
expressed in your Lordship’s confidential despatch to me of the 25th nltinoo, hix 
Excellency requested that I would keep him informed of the state of affine in 
the Mountain, ns these might come under my observation, and that I should 
ko any suggestions circumstances might appear to demand, 

Believing such a course to be also in keeping with your Lordship's views, I 
addressed © hurried communication to his Excellency on the Sth instant, of 
which I have the honour to inclose a copy for your Lordship’s information, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 127, 
Colonel Fraser to Fuad Pasha, 


(Translation from Fronch.) 
Excellency Mokitara, Moy 5, 1861. 

ALTHOUGH 1 have not yet had time to form a definite upon the wctual 
condition of affairs in the Mountain, where I arrived the night before last, 1 yet 
beg, in conformity with your Excellency’ wish, to submit one or two points 
which appear to me to demand immediate attention,and, a& I desire to profit by 
fan express starting directly for Damascus, I trast that brevity will be pardoned, 

In the first place much distress ut present exists among the Druse populi- 
tion of this portion of Mount Lebanon, not only from the generally depressed 
state of the country in connection with recent events, but as arising, more 
particularly from the seqvestrotion by Government of Druse estates, whose 
revenues formerly afforded the means of existence to numerous dependants, bat 
‘which are now paid into the Imperial Treasury 








These estates may_be divided into four classes as follows -— 

Ist. Those belonging to Druses who have been condemned, and are yet in 
prison 

2nd. Those belonging to Druses formerly arrested, but who have since 
been roleased from prison as innocent; or, at least, azainat whom there had 
been no proof of guilt. 

Sed. Those belonging to Druses who had fled during the arrests, but who 
have since returned, and against whom there is 00 accusation. 

4th, Those belonging to Druses who have been banished 

Tt appears to me that the properties coming under the second and thind 
categories should be immediately relieyed from sequestration, and, until a final 
decision be taken at Constantinople or elsewhere, regarding those of the first and 
fourth classes, that some provision should be made by Government, either from 
the rovenues of the sequestrated properties or from the public chest, for mains 
taining the families of the prisoners and exiles in question. Their need is such, 
that compassion, not less than the reputation of the Government itself demands 
that instant measures be taken for lodging, clothing, and feeding these women 
sand children. 7 

Omer Pasha (commanding at Moktarsh) informs me that he has already 
Addressed two communications to Achwet Pashia (Governor of the Provines of 
Snida) on this subject, but us no relief has yet been. afforded, 1 pert mysetl 
to bring the urgency of the caso to your Exoollency's notice 

Another subject which has attracted my attention i¢ the following:-— 

On the Eastern slope of Lebanon there aro soveral villages of mixed popue 
lation, from which the Druse inhabitants were driven by the Christians seme 
fiw months ago, , The villages with which I ara personally ncquainted are thoxs 
of Sughbin, Ain Zibdé, nnd Khurbeh, in. which the production of silk forms an 
important part of the local industry. "The season for commencing this operation 
has already arrived, but tho Druses are-unable to return to their villages on 
account of the menacing attitude of the Christian population ; and theit slarm 
}has been increased in consequence of the mutder, last Week, of a Druse who hed 
retuned to the village of Kaukaba (Bukaa), by a Christian whom your Execl- 
Toney has since arrested. -Chave, therefore, recommended Onier Pasha to place 
an Infantry dotachment of 30 men at the central position of Ain Zibdé, for the 
Protection of the inhabitants of that and the neighbouring villagex 

Art appeirs, however, that Ain Zibdé i beyond the ailitary district placed 
under Omer Pasha, although at a distance of oaly three hours’ march from 
Moktarah, I beg your Excellency to cause auch a detachment to be supp 
from the district to which these villages ‘belong, or to authori 
furnish it from that of Moktarab, 

(The Druses of this neighbourhood appear to be as obediont ns patient, 
and the countty through which T travelled on my way bither from Damascus, 
40 far ns T could judge at a passing glance, seemed uadisturbed, 

T hog, te. 
(Signed) “A. J. FRASER. 


— 


No. 128, . 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell—<(Rteceivad May 24.) 

(No. 113) 
My Lord, Beyrout, Moy 10, 1861. 

| HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, copy of « 
tmomorandum drawn up by Mr, Vice-Corisul White on the actual consttation 
Of the local Medjlises or Councils, and the reforms called for thereia. "The 
ecument is interesting as much trom the ability which characterizes it, ax the 
Yoluable suggestions it contains 

1 have, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


—— 





Taclosure in No, 128 
Memorandum by Vice-Cousul White on the Medjlises in Syria 


IN the chief towns of Pashalics there are gencrally three distinct Councils, 
‘el ngs el Byalet,” called also “Medjlis el Kebir,” or the Great 
ne Modjlis et Tabkeck,"* which is also called * Medjlis el-Jenaieh.” 

3. * Medjlis et Tidjaret.” ; 

‘The Medjlis el Eyalet is the Provineiffl Conneil, which takes cognizance of all 
‘matters of an ado trative of of w financial character, such as taxes, ihizams, 
or farming the public revenves; affaire connected with Customs; matters 
appertaining either to the property of the Miri, or State, or to the “ Vacoof,"’ or 
tnortmain property. All civil suits not rape teers with inhedtance 
or marriages are also generally referred to this Medjlis. Tt also. happens. no 
unfrequently that joren a ieel cuove declan given in the Medjis et-Tahkeok 
fare sont up to and revised by thie Court A 

‘Ax a general rule this Council ix composed of about twelve to fourtecn 
members, of whom four are appointed by the Pasha from amongst the chiet 
Hotables of the place. Besides those the Mufti, Cadi, nnd sometimes the Nukeob 
‘el Ashraf, or head of the descendants of the Prophet, the Vacoot Naziti, or 
adainistrator of the mortmain property, and the Neffus Naziei, or public 

are et aficio imembers 5 atid only Ue iumbor is cre ated by the 
chils, oF delegates of the various non-Mussulman communities, 
veniTie Pe Maasl the Boson of tce Medjlis, but he often deputes his 
Kebya, or elie the Bash Muhavibj, the chief finance officer, to preside in lis 


‘The members of this body are not generally paid, but in some places they 
are in the receipt of a stall salary ; at Beyrout the Mussulman members receive 
@ higher salary thon the non-Mussulman 

"ithe tease of tee 1 the non-official members is entirely: dependent 
upon the will of the Pasha, who has also. very frequently suficiont influence to 
Breet the appointment of any persaa whom he may dale ae Vekil of a none 

man comunity. 

The " Medi eteTableck i the tilunal which takes cognizance of all 
criminal cayos, The new Karran-Varneh, or code of civil Jaw, is the legal rule 

wl should proced 
wien ahionoan Reape Medjlis are likewise appointed by the 
thea sit Deputies from the con-Mussulnan bodies the 
President ix named by the Pasha, and his apicions are generally found to have 
afluence over the other members 

Slipmats happens that in civil suite between Mussulians and non 
Mastulinans, when the Great Council is unwil ng toler hint evidence, 
is sent for inquiry before this Court, who hear it  Nizaman,”” or wecord- 
Seles Wanianeaaaaes Sherian,” or according to Mahometan law. 
in, however, is not of frequont occurrence, for it is very seldom that Christian 

of other non-Mussulman evidence is received against Mussulmans, 

‘The * Medjlis Tidjaret "is. the Commercial Court, or guild to. which all 
commercial suits are referred, and which judges by the Karrun et Tidjaret or 

mercial code. 

Ooms is ikewite © Mized Court, formed partly of the chief Mussulman 
merchants and partly of merchants delegated from exch of the non-Musaliuzn 
bodies In places of much Karvpean commerce, the Consul of each Power also 
sends a Delegate; but in consequence of dissenions it often happens that this 
Court is split up, and the European members are withdraven J 

In district towns, seats of Kaimakams or Mudirs, one Medjlis pencrally 
takes the place of the three, whose fanctions are thus combined in one Municipal 
Council. 10 places, however, of sullicient coumercial importance commercial 
affairs are generally referred to a Commission of merchants nimed ad hoe by the 
bes ee special Commissioners are appointed in district towns by 


the Pasha, to take cognizance of financial affuits. ox 











‘The regular district Med) or Municipal Council, is formed much in the 
Same way as the Provincial Councils, but in smaller towns its members are 
often fewer. 

‘The Kaimakam or Mudir always presides at their sittings. 

In some districts the members of the Medjlis ore merely tools of the Jocal 
Govemor, to whose decision they bow in all matters. But it quite ns frequently 
happens that the Governor himself is compelled to submit to the dictation of 
the most powerful and influcotial members of the Medjlis. It_may be, in such 
cases, that one person is all-powerful, and every one yields deference to him, of 
perhaps, the power is divided by a clique of two or three persons whose anit 
authority is regarded puramount ; of, agein, it frequently occurs that there are 
two rival parties who are constantly @truggling for influence, and who gail oF 
Jose it by turns according to the side taken by the Local Governor, or accant= 
ing to the favour of the Pasha, which cach strives by every means to securé 
In any case the inhabitants of the district are regarded as lawful prey by the 
powerful persons in the Medjlis, who generally decide eases brought before thes 
tare by aa appreciation of the gift hich are offered Yo ther, tha, hy BY 
appreciation of the merits or equity of the case. 

Appeals are allowed from the district to the Provincial Council, 

Having thus sketebed out the onganization of these bodies, it will be well 
to point out certain vices which would demand attention in the case of any 
re-organization of these bodies. 

Praticaly ove of the greatest evils of the prsent system isthe imapone 
sible charucter of the individual members of Councils, m well as of the b 
itself acting collectively in all acts connected with the exercise of their function 

Nothing is of moro ordinary occurrence than the giving of ** mazbatas," of 
weitten decisions, which aro utterly false, and in direct violation of well-know® 
‘and undeniable fact; nay, the most contradictory mazbatas are often given DF 
the same Medjis, in the »pace of a fow weeks or even days. Statements of facts 
fare set forth utterly incompatible with each other, And this ix done 
‘complete impunity, arid no one called to account, ‘The Medjliscs of some place 
indeed enjoy # notorious reputation for the constant use of olficial falsehood, af 
aro commonly spoken of as‘ megowerin,” oF perjured ; but meing no 
ilt-results agerue to themselves from such a pmetice, the members thereol 
become perfectly callous and shameless in this respect. 

It is most urgent that a check be placed upon this prictice, by attaching 1 
it nnd enforcing such penalties as may cause every member of a Medjlis to 
that he is hitnself individually rexponsible for every official act that he perforusss 
‘and that ho will be unable to shield bimself by the excuse that he is only on 
member of a corporate body, whose other members are all equally comprom 
in tho mume act. 7 

‘Another vice in the present system is that the whole power and authortf 
‘of the body generally passes into the bands of one man, or of « clique of two of 
three porsons, who obtain their influence either through their wealth or fa 
rank; or from their unscrupulous character, which renders people afraid of thems 
or, again, from the support which they may mnnage to secure to themselves of 
the part of the Pasha. No cases, however evident their justice, can be 
through the Medjlis without the goodwill of such persons, which must De 
generally purchased. Other members of the Medjlis are obliged either to bt 
mere cyphers in the body, or to completely subserve their views. In facts it 
becomes the rule of a small oligurchy which disposes of everything, 
wenlth which these persons unduly acquire is constantly increasing, and thei 
power and local influence increases in proportion to their wealth. 

‘This evil might be partly obviated by periodically introducing new element 
into these bodies, and withdrawing, at least for a time, the old elements, 40 
to prevent authority and power remaining for any length of time ia the 
fof the same persons. ‘Thus the tyrany of the few, often intolerable, would 
cither altogether broken down or materially weakened. of 

Ye is with a view to this also that jt is desirable that the system 
ee ofcio wembers be abolished ; otherwise, under the pectext of some 
which they would obtain, the same members would be always found in the samme 
Medjiin. a 
"It it should be deemed, however, necessary that some persons holding 
culat offices should occasionally take part in the deliberations and decisions 
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of a Medjlis, it should be carefully provided for that they should take part in 
them only in cases particularly ing the office they hold. 

A circamstance which greatly militates against the interests of the non- 
Mussulman communities is, that the Mussalman element so greatly preponderates. 
over the non-Mussulman that the former is always able to swamp the latter, 
Whose most important interests are consequently ever liable to be sacrificed. 

‘This I would remedy by securing that, at least in the Provincial Councils, 
to which appeals lie from the District Councils, fully one-half of the members be 
‘Ron-Mussulmans. 

Another grievance under which Christians, in common with other non- 
Mussulmans, lie, and of which they feel bitterly the injustice is, that their 
evidence is never received against their Mussulroan fellow-subjects. 

It i true that the Hattel-Humaium declares that this shall no longer be 
the case, and it is true that in some rare cases in which, perhaps, foreign influence 
thas been brought to beur, euch evidence has been received in special and mixed 
tribunals; yet it may be stated that generally such the caso, and unless 
Powerful and sustained efforts are made to ensure it, such will never be the 
ease, ‘Thus a lange portion of the Sultan’s su pplaced in « painfully 
inferior position to that of their more fortunate ibjects, and a grows 
injustice is done to them, 

‘To correct this, it is essential that all eases in which one of the partics to 
suit is Mussulman, and the other of some other creed, should be judged by 
f Mixed Tribunal, in which the evidence of all persons, without any distinction 

ts equally good end all. 
iy i fixed upon the members of the Medjlises, when 
ix rendered of shorter duration, when provision shall be 
fade for ensuring the rights of non-Mussulman communities, and when public 
pinion ig brought to bear opon the oficial conduct and acts of these Doin 
and not before, may we hope to see their working beneficial to the country, 
id & considerable improvement in the administration of justice. , 

But it must ever be borne in mind that to ensure the proper working of 
‘any scheme that may be devised for the better organization of Municipal 
‘Councils, or for the goneral ameliomtion of the condition of the people, all will 
‘and must finally depend upon the personal charseter, encrgy, and integrity of 
thore entrusted with governmental authority, For bowover excellent. such 
organization or such schemes may be in theory, they will not fail of being 
practically valueloss, unless decision, faithfulness, and vigwur be displayed in 
carrying them into execution. 

(Signed) HP. WHITE, 


No, 129. 


Lard Dufferin to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 24,) 
(No. 114) 
My Lord, Beyrout, May 11, 1861. 

HAVING just returned from # short tour through the Mixed disteicts, and 
oe had the pleasure of an interview with Omar Pasha at Mokhtara, and 
With Fund Pasha at Beyroat, 1 am bappy to be able to report that the condition 
of affairs is more satisfactory than T could have hoped. 

‘The effervescence caused by the parade of the Prench General through the 
Mountain bas subsided, and the definite news which has just arrived of the 
departure of the French troops has been received with more indifference than 
might have been expected. 

My colleagues started for Constantinople early this morning, and 1 
Propose to follow in Her Majesty's ship“ Melpomene * during the course of the 

ernoon. 
1 have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 








No. 130. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell (Received May 24 
(No. 115.) pie a 
My Loni, Beyrout, May 11, 1861 
I REGRET exceedingly thot the last event of which it is my duty to 
inform your Lordship before leaving Syria, is the death of Said Hey Joublat, 
which took place this morning at 8 o'clock. ‘ 
Thave seen his wife and children, and taken every precaution to ensure due 
atteation being Ise to their personal comfort, ¥ 
Thave tho honour to transmit herewith, for sour Lowlship’s information, 
copy of an official report announcing Suid Bey's death, together with a medical 
certificate with which I have been furnished by Dr. Pincoffs. 
T have, &e . 
(Signed), DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


jnclowure 1 in No. 130, 
Dr. Pincoffe to Lord Dufferin 
My Lord, Beyrout, May V1, 1861 


AS previously arranged, 1 culled this moruing at 5 o'clock with 
Dr: Pestaldza to visit Said Bey Joublat. sais 


He had died half wn hour before our arrival; tho body was still warm. 
musoular rigidity had just set in. 1 was informed that he had died without pai 
and without a struggle; is featores were cali and bore no. trace of suffering 

is usual in such cases, a loud and constant wailing was ki by the 
td alteodana of the bara Sime 

Aftor having reported the death to your Lordship, T repaired, ing to 

Zour Lordship's instructions to his Excellency Pind Pasha, pope 


in order to 
's denth, und to learn his Excellency’s intentions as to the minde and place 
of burial, His Excellency told me that those matter, would te ‘arranged 
Aroraly to the wise of the family of th decent 
In ordor to prevent the possibility of any donbt ax to the cause of 
eat, his Excellency seemed estrous of a pout mortem examination being oar, 
As T had already stated my pinion on this subject to your Lordship, an 
opinion in which your Lordship fully concurred, I told his Excellency that’ the 
modical history of the case was so plain, the physical and other symptoms during 
Me-time, aod particularly in the lattor days, so clearly defined, and the opinions 
‘of the various medical men who had visited him and watehed the progress of the 
iso 40 Unanimous and decisive, aa to reader alt doubt about the real cause 
of his death impossible; that, thereforu, m post mortem examination would be 
perfectly unaecemary, and as’ such vory marked prejudice exists amongst all 
Oricatals, that they might not unlikely consider the opening of the body » nore 
severe punishment than tay whioh could have been inflicted daring life-time, bis 
Execlleney decided that no post mortem examination should take place,” 

_ A cortificate about the cause of death, of which I have the honour of 
subjoining x copy, was then signed by De, Pestalonza and mysclt: 1 beliore i 2 
‘also to be signed by Dr. Sozort, the ‘in Sanitaire de Prance. 

Wve, Ke. 
(Signed) P.PINCOFFS, M.D, MR.CPL, he. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 190, 
Conti 


LES Bousignés, Docteurs en Médecin 

- nevis, eo Wt, ayant eu Toceasion de visiter & 
plusieurs reprises le nomnd Suid Hey Joublat, pendant la. maladie A laquelle i 
vient de succomber dane ta matings daujourd"bul, déclarent = 

Que Said ‘Bey ext mort do phthisie pulmonsire, ouractédaée de la manidcc 





237 


Ja plus nette par la fonte purutente-du poumon et par la fidvre hectique qui Ya 
aceornpagné. 

En foi de quoi, &e. 

Beyrout, le 11 Mai, W861. 





No. 131. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 24.) 
(No. 116.) 
My Lord, Bryrout, Mey 11, 1861 

THE mission to this countey which your Lordship was good enough to 
confide to me having been at last terminated, by the transmission to Conxtan- 
tinople of the various documents which contain the result. of the labours of the 
International Commission, and the Commissioners tt Ives having received 
instructions to repair immediately to that capital, I have the honour of forward: 
ing to your Lordship copies of ty two final dexpitches, Nos. 108 and 199 of 

11, to Sie H. Bulwer, and 1 trust 1 shall not be thought prosumptaous if 1 

to draw your Lordahip's attention to the names of those members of the 
Consular Body whom sense of gratitude bas induced me to recommend to the 
favourable notice of Her Majesty's Ambassador, 

A very gratifying part, however, of my duty would still remain incom: 
plete fT dil nt tke the ene opportunity of recording, for your Landshiys 
tore especial consideration, the valuable services which have been rendered 
to me by those laborious assintants who accompanied me from home, or with 
whom T have become connected since arriving in tho country. 

Among these I would first desire to mention the name of Mr. Meade, whone 
conscientious accuracy, industry, and devotion to business I have had ample 
opportunities of appreciating. “In consequence of the double malls to London 
and Constantinople, ax well ax the multiplicity of the subjects. which havo 
engaged our attention, this gentleman's qualities have been severely textod, and 
the result docs equal credit to his training, ability, and zeal, 

T would next desire to record my gratitude to Mr. Cyril Graham, whose 
indefatiguble and courageous exertions on bebalf of the unfortunate victims of 
the late disturbances, ax. well as his remarkable talente, are already known to 
Your Lordship, wil only ai that be kas dove hina to the drudge 
inevitably incidental to oue occupation, with the samo cheerfblness with which 
he engaged in the more exciting missions on which he was employed by 
the Consular Bodies of Damascus and Beyrout at the commencemont of the 
outbreak, 

As | bave already taken occasion to mention with gratitude the assistance 
I have derived from the able co-operation of Colonel Fraser, and as that officer 
exjoys your Larvdship's confidence, and carresponds directly with the Foreign 
Ofice, It'would be ‘out of place were T to enlarge further on the value ofthe 
serviess he ins reodered Her Majesty's Governinent ia tit country.” The same 
reason will render it supertinous for me to recur to the services of Colonel 
Burnaby and M. Ferrette, whose praiseworthy exertions 1 have alrendy had 
‘occasion to mention in a former despatch, 

I will therefore pass at once to the mention of the nawe of Mr. Janos 
Kennedy, gentleman to. whose close application und indefatigable industry 
every one in my office has had occasion to pay a tribute of admiration. Although 
hia efforts bave been confined to the humble duty of copying despatches, making 
toaps, and arranging statistics, his other colleagues would be the first to acknow- 
Jedge that his devotion to the public yervice entitles his name to be placed on 
the same level with their own. x 

‘To tho names alroady mentioned, common justice requires that 1 should 
also add that of Dr. Fincoifé. ‘This gentleman wax good enough to voluntecr 
his services in Syria during the worst period of the Inte crisis. His exertions in 
the cause of humunity have been indefatigable. Iadependently of the professional 
service he has gratuitously rendered to the native population, he has been 
particularly useful in assisting the Turks to organize hospitals, and in urging 
them to take sanitary precautions against the spread of infection: and it is an 
undoubted fact that the comparatively healthy condition of the khans, and other 

3u 
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buildings in Beyrout in which the Christians passed the winter, has been the 
result of Dr. Pincoffs' intelligence, patience, and activity. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 131. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, May 11, 1861, 

HAVING yesterday forwarded to your Excellency the various documents 
which represent the result of the labours of the International Commission in 
regard to the reorganization of the Lebanon, and thus concluded the duties of 
my mission to th it only remains for me to bring to your Excel- 
lency’s favournble Hames of such of Her Majesty's Consuls and 
Agents iis have been good enough to assist me with their ‘advice and services 
daria my tay in Sr 

Among these { would first desire to mention Mr. Consul-General Moore, 
to whose frank sud cordial co-operation T have been: most particularly. indebted. 

Possessing ax he does great experience, and an intimate knowledge of the natives, 
it would have been impossible for me, without his valuable assistance, to. have 
‘obtained the necessary insight into the difficulties of the situation; and on look. 
ing back upon the various subjects upon which T have been required to give an 
opinion, it would be unjust to Mr. Moore if I did not acknowledge that hi 
superior experience has probably saved me from arriving at many an erroneous 
‘conclusion. 

With the mention of Mr. Moore's namo, Tam naturally led to couple that 
of Mr. Beant; but ax this gentleman as already received from Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Adtirn a most daitering acknowledgment of ie 
ong and laborious services, which have been since terminated in his retirement 
frou public life under very honourable circumstances, itis unnccensary for me 
'o trouble your Excellency with any allusion to my own obligations to him. 

Twill rather proceed to eall your Excellency’s attention to the assistance 
Thave derived from the industry and intelligence of three younger members of 
the Consular Body—Mr, Rogers, Mr. White, and Me. Noel Moote. ‘To all of 
these gentlemen Tam most particularly indebted 

Air. Rogers T have had frequent” occasions to ‘employ on matters requiring 
tact, tomper, aod xagacity, and as your Excellency will have observed froma. my 
despatches, he has invariably performed his duties with precision and success. 
He pomeses a perfect knowledge of the language and the people, and his late 
‘ppointient 1s Conval at Damascus cannot but be udvuntagreus to the publie 
service. 

1 would also devire to speak in very high terms of Mr. VieeConsul White, 
who in addition to the laborious axaistance rendered tx during several successive 
months in our Chancellerie, has miso furnished me with many valunble papers 
on subjects connected with the Institutions and administration of the Empire, 

AAs your Excellency is aware, Mr, Noel Moore was employed as my delegate 
in watohing the proceedings of the Extenordi bunal of Beyrout, and in 
furnishing me with Minutes of what passed. ‘This was a task of considerable 
labour, ax the evidence was first given in Arabic, then translated into Turkish, 
‘and, finally, bad to bo written down in English. Luckily Mr, Moore is at 
sccomplished linguist, and equally famitiar with the ‘Torkish and Arabic 
anguages. He was consequcntly able to perform the important duty confided 
to him to my complete eatisfaction. On subsequent occasions he has rendered 
tne miny other important services. 

In bringing Mr. Noel Moore's name to your Excellenoy’s notice, 1 must 
not forget to mention that of his brother, Mr. Lionel Moore, who, though only 
uccidentally here on leave of absence, most kindly placed ‘his services, at, my 
dlieporal during the whole period of his stay. As this gentleman is attached. to 
four Excellency's Embassy it is unnecessary Tsbould do more than state that 
he has been particularly snocess(al ia. the way in which be has assisted me in 
my communications with the Turkish suthorities, who scem to entertain very 
friendly feelings towards him, and that it is to him and his brother that the 


i ion of the 
international Commission have been indebted for the translation of the 
‘elaninous Torts documents communicated to them on various oc 

il yrout. 2 

2 bipitseaess Sheets be allowed to add a few words in ren 
Mr. Wrench, Acting Consul at Damascus. This gentleman was present Te 

during the whole period of the disturbances, and Mr. Brant sp a oe 

ighest terms of his courage, se-devotion, and efiienoy. To his gener 
abilities I will not venture to allude, as your Excellency will have bad a8 
opportunity of forming your own opinion of them from the frequent despetches 
{thas bees his duty to address to you; but my own persona ofeerention of his 
character and conduct enable me to bear witness to his zeal conacit 
ders be akaant tae of recording my sens of the services which have been 
rendered to me would not be complete f 1 did not allude to the sistance and 
hospitality I have received from Mr. Vice-Consul as wel te s “sd 
interesting despatches which have been so freq 10 iy 
Mr. Finn, Mr. Skene, Mr. Grierson, and Mr. Sandwith, 

we, Ke, 

Signal) AO UPPERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Anclosure 2 in No, 131, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Beyrowt, May 11, 1861, 


VE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’ 
depate The S04 ulllog, ta which Tram intrested to opele ts Constao= 
or iti by M. Béclard, it has 

state that on a ition made by M. Béclard, 

been ara thatthe Comision bal leave Beyrott some Ge between 
‘Thursday and Saturday. ‘The Russian and Prossian c punminsioners will 
accompany M. Béclard on toad the “Roland” wi the Ausan Commissioner 

Bs o in Her Majesty's ship “ Melpomene.” ® 
SE anon ie okey Meee tame tocabate er te dieing 
arrived on which 1 am to trouble your Excellency for the lat time with & 
despatch, T cannot resist the temptation of expresaing my senso of the extra 
Histoce’ with which you have been way good enough to encourigy uy 

Excellency's auspices and i % 

ere cpa mn eae 
the ast ‘ten months, it is only too probable I have given expression fo opinions, 
F 1 adopted a course of conduct, which greater experience would have regulated 
differently ; but if on a few occasions of moment and anxiety Uhave been enabled 
to act in w mnoer to give satisfction to Her Majesty's Government, it is but 
due to your Excellency 1 should publicly acknowledge how much I have been 
indebted to your guidance and advice, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


‘Sir, 


No. 132. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. —(Received May 24.) 
piste : Begrout, May 11, 1861. 
THA your Lordship's informatio 
to transmnit herewith, for your Lordship's in on, 
oa Wether epetshes wiuahT have thi day addressed to Hor Majesty's 
Ambassador at the hase 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


—_— 








Inclosure 1 in No. 13%. 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir Begrouwt, Moy 10, 1861. 
WITH reference to my previous despatch of this day's dato, I have the 
honour to transmit herewith, for your: excelleney’s i ‘copy of the 
Protocol of the twenty-ninth ‘sitting of the Syrian Commission’ hell’ cn the 
4th instant 
Thave, &e. 
gned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
a 
Tnolosure 2 in No. 132, 
Proteo! of the Twent Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held ot Beyroul, 
May 4, 861, 


LE quatre MT huit cent soixsnte-un, tes Commimaires des cing 
Puissances dant ‘A Beyroot, sous Ia présidence de M. de Rehfues, Vices 
Président, In séanee ost ouverte i deux heures 

M. Ie Déléeué Ottoman communique A te Comision diverven_pléces 
relatives au mode qui sera ndopté pour lévaluation des pertes, wobliones 
qwuyées par les habitants do la Montagne pendant les évenemonta de Vannes 
demidre (Annexes Nos. 1, 2, et 3). 

Abra defend, revenant sur co qui a 6té dit dans In précédento séance wu 
sujet du Tribunal Mixte de Beyrout dont Pinstitation proviscire m éta décslee if 
¥ 4 ua mols, fhit savoit aux membres do la Commission que, xi ce ‘Tribunal n'a 
as pu encore fonctionner, cela tet uniquement A ce que les populations inté 

cs n'ont pas encorm envoyé sidger leurs représentaite, ‘Un ‘Tribunal, oe 


peut fonctionner sana Juges, t Vautorité ne croyunt pas pouvoir constituer mate, 
ment quelle ne T's fait Ye personnel de co Medjls, Uustituticn mt Pu encore 


avoir Hew, “Mais des ordres nouveaux et presents voot étre dounda, Celiac 
Be stoceupers que des crimes ot élite commis par des Chrétiens sue dex Drosee, 
$i, pat dex Druses sur des Chirétens. "Toute affine entre Chreétiens sera detects 
bn juridiction, ordinaire, i moins que lex parties ne soient d'aceend pour #6 
soumettre & ta juridietion du Tribunal Mixte Provisoire. 

M- le Commissaire de, France, d'uprin ce qui vieut dire exposé, croit 
jlevoit maintenit co qu'il a dja dit dans Is. precédente séance au suet io cette 
{iridietion, ot deroands que la Commission énette un nvis tovchaat la question 
tle savoir si ce ‘Tribunal, d'un caractére tout exeeplionnel, devra extccn em 
{aridiction sur toute Ia Montagne, ou seulewent sur Ia partic sitate us nod de 
Naliel-Kelb, soumis & un réqinve également exceptioonel 

M. le Cormmissaire d’Autriche pense que, puisque les crimes ot délits qui 
{pront jurticiables de ce Tribunal étaient dgjh soumis h la juridiction dy Tegel 
Provincial de Beyrout, cette institution ne Ini parnit pas de nator 4 porter 
alteinte aux priviliges de la Montague. 

M; Béclurd empresse, de faite observer quil w'appartient personne 
iiektavent do dGvelopper on de restreindre les privléges dea Montagne” I y 8 
{0 un progrés, ce dont il doute fort, ce progr doit Gtre le résultat dome enlteste 
communes analogue & celle. qui s présidé- la Constitution anténcure, tb colle 
dou va révulter une nouvelle onganisation. En tout cas, paisque les crimes ef 
{it & la riprestion dexquels It sagit de pourvoi, no se eommetiont que dans 
deste Minto, sitods mis sud du Nabrel-Kelh, il n'y a. pus péll en la 
Hig, <t pour ne rien prijoger des r&solatons collectives qul vont Sere prices: 
M. éclant persiste & croire que lo plus coavenable serait de ne pas eteviee I 
Juridiction du Tribunal en question wu-deli de cette limite. 

Abro ‘Efendi exprime son regret de n'avoir pas entendu lox t8t les 
ot ns de M. le Commixsuire de Prance. Ii les aurait transaises A Fund 
Pacha qai, depuis on mols, sest trouve dan le cas de ereive que Vinstitution de 
ce Tribunal était approuvée far les membres de a Commision, 

sy atte Cohamissaire de Prusso est davis que dace l'état nctwel des choses il 
aera susceatité & innover dans Ia partic nord de la Montagne, 

M- fe Comtaiwaire Russe. avait pensé que la eration de ce Tribunal Mixte 
niétait faite qu'en vue des territoires & population mixte. Ce que vient de dire 


tout hare Mle Dlégué Ottonan n'a po gu confimer das ete opinion, 
Efendi ayan rue que les crim ita coi entre individ 
Tamme sation se serene ces a pouvlle jundieton ent de Beyrost 
tucsd ls pertie le vonlaient bien, I ésulte de coci que Ia nouvel ju 
Kecptionnelle ne peut iavalider Vancienne juridiction ord lie. M, Novkow 
Sscbcier d’ulleurs volontiers tla rédaction don avis collect do In 
1 iris Commioaire Betannique a considéé Vinsiution du Tribunal Miste 
appa ‘opportune, et il ne lui a pas para qu'elle dit porter 
comme 


ate ee ae il et ecteny dun commun acord qo Ix Commision 


wpecrel ‘un Tribunal Mixte & Beyrout, pourvu que cette 
T provisoire d'un Tribunal Mix 
paseo mpeg pg ee 
vewejon les matifcations que, par auite de-Tentente dex Cabinets, pourro 
pate ultériewrement & lorganisation du Liban. Excellence Fuad 
are jc Délague Ottoman tnforme Ia. Commission que son Exca ence Fad 
Poche 4 ropa omuvoieation de In nation coll ans, 
verbal ‘de Te stance du 29 Avril apr Se a Ariat 
i de retour A Beyrout, se niscrve de 
Beoceeaercinion eo lat eepehce cous Geil dat 
oe & Hautorité dans a derniére 
ot jai ont été ndresades ¢ dan a 
& ry re apse 5 nravrait ¢té fait pour It acbontion au bi 
sirens eras Shee re ert eae 
exoceroant la répression, lex retards apportde A Hexéeution sentences reins 
Mann Pe scal des divergenten eopiaion pl ve sont prodais dan 
eon de In Commasion. Cette cuvre de répression absorbant dabord V'attention 
te Vesna, lle a i Soccuer da elemcot des indents, ql G 
fr menee A. bonne fiv, sine que lo prouvent ot Pimps 
eae ea ay Doras, et la communication 
jue Fi ‘scha va faire lever sur Domas, 
Se ca cama trace ae es 
i tox mobilidres dans Ia Montagne. ‘ 
Cee iret bls reopuaeaion, won, Excelence to Beaiptntnir Saas 
Ff e au mnmisenires os ervations quo 
Saeed ersthotslas eer pies Ono: pot. donc ur auc Ue-cs 
ais points Sapater bls Mission Extrvordinalre toute te rexponeabilivé des lenteurs 
ee ies al it oe 
 préeédente adance, qui le conceme, q ferent 
ppd seprray? ery ‘cere rated répandre aux observations qui 
Bure présentéce pur M. le Déligué Ottoman 
von ise eat levée A 4 heures et quart. 


Suivent les signatures.) 


Novikow 


Inclosure 3 in No. 132. 
Lord Dufferin to Bir H. Bulwer 
Begrout, May 10, 1861 


1 HAVE the honour to infra your Excellency thut, last Sunday evening, 


it to Said Bek Joublat, a 
1 raid Frm Tt has boon removed tothe house lately occupied by General 


Sir, 


Jad to see me, and the interview has Toft a most painful 
santa crsiely dying ed though Dr. Fino awe with me, wan 
unce positively how soon the ‘event, may i, 
Sriy Coa focaton ef eek, or even of dage . Rae 
oe Peg to nels a short Memorandum of what took place 
shih MIE Rogers, who was with me, has been good enough to draw up. 
(Signed) °° HURFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 


ax 





Inelosure 4 in No. 132 
Memorandum. 


ON our arrival at the house int: thieh Said 
0 st into which Said Bek has been lately 
we esha) ened he occupies, which we found comfortable arnianede 
one rues in # comer of the room. ‘The officer on guard and 
in npproaching the sofa he sat up ; he appeared! very ill a it 
Alificulty of respiration. Lord Daiferin told Mim to lic deowa potas 3 ee 
oma aeok being made to hit, he appeared surprised ut my dkicesing. him 
in is own language, and said most emphatically, as if in fear of personal £j 
‘Are you frends” L answered in the affirmative, and I then Lestoory roa 


Paaterin and asked whom bo had the pleasure to se. On being interna, Sod 
at the same time expressing his 


Fick tried to-rine aud hiss his Lordship's howe 
sratitudle 3 
any Catt Dutferin then asked him if he were comfortable and whether he bad 
ea fcr treatment he was receiving during hie illneas 

wan ou Bek a his petty grievances were of no account : that be 
ss convinced th Mt saved by the interposition of Lan! Dufferin, 
tid he di not wi ; mbt bs Lordship with minor complaints; tat, having 

honour of w personal interview with his benef should die happil 

Dr. Pincoffs thon addressed himn in Turkish, andl kek ane 


him upon the of his health. 
Ne» vpon the saitct fy hie health. The doctor was satisfied that he was 00 


Lord Dutlerin the 


op 
Wis trial was not conducted in a 
were not record: 


If foresaw. the 

Uiat, unless he were provided wi 
sorious ; that, after repent 

‘had been sent to Dei 


Wont away, and alt 


. both these 
He acl 


Lordship's great kindness, and 
ut tack into the Tarracks. 

fund intimated that in all 
pm 
Circumstances, hie family should be 
essed his thanks, and said that he would 
very he should be allowed to go to 
Iready seen too much of the Osmanlt 
tayings that that might take place, be kimed 
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Upon Lord Dufferin rising to leave the apartment, Said Bek rose also, and 
would have followed him to the door, but was held back and prevented from 
such exertion. 

Begrout, May 6, 1861 

(Signed) E. T. ROGERS. 


Tnelosure 5 in No, 132. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, Moy 10, 1861. 

L HAVE the honour to inform your Exeelleney that I have agreed to the 
following mode of valuating the clsinis of British «nbjects whose property has 
been destroyed during the late disturbances: 

His Excellency Fuad Pasha and Mr. Moore, will each designate three 
individuals who are to form a Commission, and makin report on the amount of 
indemnity due to each individual ; Mr. Moore and oy wl then arrive 
At a final conclusion on the basis furnished them by ‘omission, 


Thave, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN: CLANEBOYE, 


P.S.—Fund Pasha has also promised to write, to Constantinople in favour 
‘of a pension being granted to the widowed mother of the Missionary Mr. Graham, 
tnardored at Damsascas. eae 
ano C. 


Toclosure 6 in No, 132 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer, 
Sir, Beyrout, May 10, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that during the course of a 
conversation I hud yesterday with Fuad Pasba, bis Excellency gave mo a most 
positive assurance that the Porte had no intention to confiscate the estates of 
any of the Druse Sheikhs, and that although on his arrival in the country, the 
neceaities of Government had compelled him to lay hands, in a very arbitrary 
manner, on the moveable property of those who were ia prison or in hiding, he 
nnow intended, ax soon as he hd a little Icisure, to examine carefully exch 
individual case, and make reparation for any injustice which might have been 
committed. 

‘The Druse olive (recs and lands, which Government has hired out on short 
terms to difforent are immediately to be restored to their rightful 
owners, aud a due account i to be taken of the Druse woods which have been 
forcibly cut dowa for the reparation of tho Christian hows. 

Said Bek’s wife and children are to be shortly reinstated in their mansion 
wt Mokhtar. 

T have requested Colonel Fraser, after my departure, to sce thot Fuad Pasha's 
sssurances on the above important points are duly observed. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Incloture 7 in No, 132, 
Lord Dufferin to Sie H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Begrout, May 10, 1861, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that Fuad Pasha is about 
to proclaim a general amnesty to the Druse nation as soon s the Mufti returns 
vith the final decision of the Porte on the sentences which have been referred 
to Constantinople. 

‘This functionary is now daily expected, 

‘Only those persons will be exchided fram the benefit of the propased act of 
gmce who are in flight in the Hauran, 


T have, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 132. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer 
Sir, Beyrout, May 10, 1861 
T AM informed that, notwithstanding the energetic endeavours which have 
been made in the Kesrooan to obtain signatures to the Shehob petition, very few 
persons have, and that both the Maronite Putriarch and the Chistian Kairoakam, 
still dectine to lend the sanction of their names to that docu 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
ee 
Inclosure 9 in No, 132. 


Loril Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer 


Sir, - Beyrout, May 11, 1861 
1 HAVE the honour to trasmit herewith, for your Excelleney’s 
information, copies of some snaps which I have had constructed, illustrating the 
two projects elaborated by the Con 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 10 in No, 132. 


Maps showing the Proposed Divivion of the Iebanon into. Kamakumiyrhs and 
Gireumscriptions, according to. the Commissioners’ First and Second Projects 


Inclosure 11 in No. 182. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, Moy, 1861 

I HAVE the honour to incloso to your Excellenoy copy of a Tuble,® 
furnished mo by Puod Pasha, of the indemuities to be paid by the city of 
Damascus, the villages surrounding it, and by other towns and villages, whose 
Population were more or less implicated in the late smassacres and robberies of 
‘the Christians, 

‘Tho Table requires some explanation, which will be given in a printed 
manifesto which Fuad Pasha proposes to distribute, in Turkish ond in Arabic, 
amongst the villages concerned, and which will in a fow days be transmitted £9 
your Excellency at Constantinople, 

‘The Table is divided into three heads: The first head, containing columns 
1, 2, and 3, represents tho sum total in Piastres exacted fom the city of 
Damascus and the other places specified, Under the second head are included 
such sums as have already been indirectly furnished by the said places, ‘The 
third head contains the difference between these sums, or, in other words, the 
‘amount actually to be levied by the Government, which is to be paid in three 
months. 

‘The first hend is again divided into three columas : Column 1, * Répartition 
énérale,”” contains the aus exacted fro all. householders and landholders in 
the places mentioned, Column 2, “ Répartition particuliére,”” additional sams 

anes whose inhabitants have been mare 
implicated in tho Inte massacres and robberies of the Christians 
is the total of tho first head, comprising the sums levied on all the 
a, and the sums levied on expecial personages. 
ond head is divided into five columns : Column | refers to the suis 
furnished. by the inabitants in the way of rations to the troope quartered of 
them duting the winter. Column 2. ‘Taxes paid in advance during the Inst two 
Years to the Government. Column 3. Value of the trees eut down to <u 
wood for reconstructing the Christian quarter at Damascus. Column 4 (ahich 


© Not received atthe Farsign Offer, 
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THE LEBANON, 


Divided into Circumseriptions, according to the Commissioners’ Second Project of XVI Articles. 





‘The statistics of population in thie table are taken from | 
Moslems and Metawaly the only oficial returns in asiatence, They are not 
probably cery correct, but the ervor isin favour of the 
Christian portion of the population 


( Greek Orthodox . . 


‘Maronites.. 


Bz.ZAWIEH. 
SIBBET. 
SCHERRER. 
BaTRON, 
JEBEIL, 
‘MUNEITEIRA. 
rerdn. 
KESRAWAN, 
18,75 TOTALS OF EACH SE 
411,000 
MARONITES 
7010 
0,700 


Moslems and Metawaly 


Greek Catholic 


GREEK CATHOLIC. 38,626, 


‘Moslems and Metawaly 





Greck Orthodax .. 


Greek Catholic 
Greek Orthodox... GREEK ORTHODOX 


30,375. 


‘Mouleans and Metawaly 


& 36,475, 


Protestants 

‘Meaalh MOSLEMS & META- 
faronites.. & WALY. 

Greek Catholic .. 

Druses 


Jews PROTESTANTS 


Maronites,. 


Greek Catholic... 








Mosleans and Metawaly .. 





EDWYN & BURNABY, 
L4-Oolonl 





refers only to the city). Sums paid to tradesmen for clearing the ruins of the 
Christian quarter. Column 5 is the total of those four col 

The sum total in the first head is that required for the indemnity to the 
Christians ; or, supposing the Goverument to pay that indomnity, us the debt of 
the Moslems of the city and villages, to the Government, ‘The sccond head 
refers to the sum due from the Government to the said Moslems; and the third 
head is the debt to the Government. 

Ie shouldbe further explained thatthe figures in the fst coluan of the 
first head have been arrived at by exacting from the people, in the case of 
Damascus, one year’s house-rent, and in the case of the villages a sumn equal to 
‘one year's taxation, with the sole exception of the few districts belonging to 
Daniaseus, where, in consideration of the wealth of the population, and of their 
ceounplicity in the late disturtmnces, it has been thought that the requisition of a 
sum equal to three times the amount of Uheir annual taxation is not too zeeat, 

Appended to this Table are two others, oue of which, undor the denotui- 
nation of Dons aux Chritiens,”” refora to yumm equal to one year's taxation 
levied on the inhabitants of other districts than those before enumerated, and to 
sum representing the value of wood used in buildiog, together with au extra 
suum raised on particalar otfenders. The last Table is nu abstruct of the former 
two, and cooteining the sums total under the various columns. 

It will thos appear that the sum originally demanded of all these places 
arounts to 90,000 purses ; deducting from this the debt of the Government to 
those places, and the value of timber farnished for reconstructing: the Christian 
quarter of Damascus, and the rations given to the troops, which anounts to 

LA35 purses, aud wo have 5,165 purses as the sum to be levied within threo 
months thom the people of Damacus 

Fuad Pasha hopes soon to receive a considerable sum from Constantinople. 
He then proposes to offer to the Christians the minimum amount estimated for 
theie indemnity, ‘To those wbo accept this, his Excellency will at onoo pay their 
indemnity. ‘To those who refuse to accept these terms, it will be competent to 
bring thet clams before» special Commision where their cals wil be decided, 
Tt is Fuad Pasha’s opinion that if be cannot pay the whole cost of the indemnity 
atonce, he will be able to pay twosthirds of it in ensh, while the ing third 
will be given in bills at six months sight. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


No, hia. 


Grey to Lord J. Rewvell—{Received Muy 24.) 

(No. 8) 

My Lord, Paris, May 23, 1861 
IHAVEE the honour to tran to your Lotta the copy of x despatch 

which T have this day received from Her Majesty's Consul at Marseille, 


reporting the departure ofthe Preach squadron fom Toolon onthe 20th iostant 
for the coast of Syria. 


1 have, fe. 
(Signed) ~ G. GREY, 


Tnclosure in No. 133, 
Comal Mark to Karl Cowley, 


My Lord, Marsrittet, May 21, 1861. 
HAVE the honour inform your Lanai thatthe, French squadron, 
accompanied by several steam ih a left Toulon yesterday for the const of 
Syria, for the porpose of bringing hack the French troops now occupying that 
ary. 
ie Thave, fe 
(Signed) E MARK. 


aY 
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No, 134 


Mr. Grey to Lord J. Russell (Received May 2.) 
(No. 14 
My Lord, Paris, May 24, 1861, 

1 HAVE the honour to inctose herenith to your Lordship, extracted from 
tho “ Monitor" of this day, announcement of the departure on Monday last of 
the French tleet for the coast of Syria 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. G. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 134, 
Extract from the“ Monitear of May 24, 1861 


Paris, fe 23 Mai, 1861 

Buitarix—L'ESCADRE de In Méditerranée, commandée par le Vice- 
Amiral Le Barbier de Tinan et composée de deux divisions sous les ordres des 
Contre-Amniraux Chopart et Paris, est partie Luni dernier de ‘Toulon pour x 

dre i. Beyrout. 

Nos vaissenux étaient suivis Wun assex grand nombre de batiments do 
{rnnsport destings A raunener nox troupes en France et en Algérie. 

Ape le dart du comps expéditionnaie, In majeure partic de Vescadre 
stationnera sur lox obtes de Syrio pour assnrer, eu eas de besoin, une protect 
ceflieace aux Chrétions 





Lovd Napier to Loe J. Russell —(Received May 27.) 
(No, 1163 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, May 17, 1861 

PRINCE GORTCHAKOFF showed me this morning an instruction which 

he hast addressed 10 M. do Kisseleff respecting the evacuation of Syria, and the 
mnvequences of that measure, In this despatch his Excelleney recalls to the 
Rusaiun Ambassador that he had been jasteueted at the last Conference at Paris 
to expres the serious anxieties felt by the [mperial G ernment in rar ta the 
rematute withdrawal of m European force {rom Syria, and the probable revewal 
Eetha late Waorders nad massac. Thane anxiclae” says Piece Gortehakoft, 
hhave not been mitignted by any information since’ received, but have been 
confirmed by a Memorial recently addressed by the commercial residents in 
Syria, of all nations, to the Great Powers, in which the state of the provinces ix 
described in the darkest colours, Prince Gortchakolf then points out that no 
effectual security hns been taken as yet for the maintenance of tranquillity after 
the embarkation of the French : and adds, that if that esnbarkation should take 
effect, and the force delegated by the European Governments be removed 
summarily, and entirely without noy provision being made for the orguniantion 
of the country and the protection of the Christians, it will be the duty of the 
Russian Governnent to make « public protest or declaration that they decline 
all responsibility in the calamitous results which nay ensue. M. de Kiseleff 
fs directed to communicate these views to the Representatives of the Powers 
interested in this matter at Paris, 

Jn communicating this paper to me, Prince Gortehakoff assured me that he 
was prompted by no partimaship; he spoke in the interests of huwanity alone; 
in his eyes the French were not French, but the representatives and delegates of 
ansemblel Europe.” He had awry hel that ther Dprescnce in Syria should last 
wotil the new scheme of government could be earried into effect, and sceurity 
obtained for the permanent welfare of the country. He regretted that the discus: 
ions of the Commissioners had lasted so long. but he could not help it. ‘The 
Furopean fotee was naw about to leave Syria, without the realization of Ue great 

pent for wbich it had been depaterl. He could not conscientiously stand by 


and witness this result without repudiating all responsibility in the deplorable 

cidents which might ensue. His Excellency then informed me that he had seen 
«an instruction addressed by M. de Thouvenel to M, de Montebello, in which the 
definitive departure of the French force was announiced, and in which the French 
Government, having accomplished its obligations, reserved to itself perfect 
freedom of netion in regard to Syria in future, and the faculty of independent 
intervention in case the Porte should not fulfil its duties, 

Told the Prince that I would convey to your Lordship this expression of 
his views, which were certainly consistent with those he bad always advocated. 
Her Majesty’s Gorernuncat, I said, were satisfied that the time was now come at 
which it was necessary to restore to the Porte its independent authority. That 
result must, sooner oF later, be arrived at; if deferred it would probubly be as 
dificult to attain hereafter as it was ut present. I did not muppase that absolute 
tranquillity would be maintained, and that no cxamples of outrage or vengeance 
would occur. We must ope that w tolerable condition of comparative pice 
would be re-established, such ns had existed from the year 1S40 to the year 

@ condition of affairs which had not been marked by mote than one 
sa0us outbreak of fanaticism—that which bad occurred some time 9 
If his Excellency would suggest any practical measure for the 
mitigation of the dangers which he anticipated, I would be happy to lay it before 
your Lordahip, I believed the ersis would pass without any ferous dsturkerce, 
but 1 could not be altogether without anxiety. 

‘The Prince told mo that he could not at that moment suggest any remed, 
which could supply the want of that material power and authority which 
belonged to the presence of the French troops. "Tho Russian ships of war would 
ot, with his consent, be removed: they would act in concert with the naval 
forces of England and France. ‘The instructions given to the commanders 
would, he thought, justify the disembarkation of a portion of their crows, in 
conjunction with those of the other fleets, in exse of necessity. The force. was 
‘sanall, and thero were no troops on board, but the moral influence of the Russian 
flag would not be withdrawn, 

J remarked to the Prince that I did not pretend to advise in @ matter s0 
remote and beyond the sphere of my competency, I entertained, however, 6 

decided impression of the great influence exercised over Orientals. by Euros 
eons of an energetic charneter; and I thought that if the Commanders of the 
several squadrons should select officers, and send them up the country to act ax 
sort of Commirsion, it snight havo a great effect, after the withdrawal of the 
French, in restraining the passions of the hostile seats. ‘Three officers stationed 
‘at some centeal point in the Lebanon, between the districts inbabited by the 
Druses and Maronites, but riding to and fro in uniform, visiting the seats of the 

f, and repairing rapidly to any scone of threatened disturbance, 
would exert a powerful influence, 1 believed they could traverse the country 
Without any escort in perfect security, backed by the prestige of their respective 

ts 1 said that I hazarded this suggestion entirely ou my owa 
responsibility, without any authority from your Lordship, 

‘The Prince did not think that persons unsupported by material force would 
ave much power with the tribes, nor did he seem to approve of my proposal, 
which, indeed, I submit to your Lordship's better judgment with some benita. 
tion. 

After leaving Prine 


probably been imparted to your 
Embassy at Constantinople, of 


osed 
their bebalf, 
Thave, ke. 
ed) NAPIER, 











No. 136. 


Ul Napier to Lord J. Rusvelt—(Reevived May 27, 

(No. 123.) 
My Lor, St, Petersbwrgh, May 4, 186). 

T OBTAINED an interview with Prince Gortchakotf this » 
inyparted to hiim the substance of your Lordsh 
respecting the Govemment of Mount Lebanon, I pointed out to the Prince 
that your Lordship did not peremptorily decide in thvour of the priticiple of a 
tingle Christian Governor; that you did not exclude the discaseion of the plan 
of separate Kaimakamates at Constantinople, but that yoo seemed to anticipate 
that the former scheme would bo eventually adopted = “that in such a case Her 
Majesty's Government wonld not consent to the nomisation of a Maronite, but 
‘would support the selection of a Governor of the Greek religion, a subject of 
the Porte connected with some other portion of the Enapire. 

Tobserved that, in thus I matter open for free discussion, with an 
inclination to the plan of a single Christian Governor, Her Majest 
ment seemed to hold exactly the same ground ax the Government of Russia. 

T added that, in. oxpressing a preference for Governor of the Greek faith, 
Hor Majesty Government bad no doubt been inflaensed by the impression that 
such w choice would seem more neutral and Impartial, would excite les triumph 
fon one aide, and foxx animonity on the other, than if Catholic should be name 
T believed also that the Porte would have a larger field of xelection in that class. 
for the Greeks of Constantinople connected with commerce, finance, nnd 
‘administration, were more numetaus and more intelligent than the native Catholics, 
whi wore chiefly of the United Armenian see 

Prince Gortchakoff expressed himself generally satisfied with the tenor of 
your Lordatiip’s communication. He did not absotately condemn the plan of 
Aparato Kaimakamates, bat he believed it to be impracticable in connection 
with the project of disaggregation. If the principle of a xingle Chistian Governor 
Should be adopted, all he doxired was a good selection, it mattered not from 
What religion. He would take a Protestant, if n competent Protestant could be 
found. OF course he had no objection to the selection of a Greck: he was 
reatthed to hs religion, nnd could pot but usseat to. the proposal of Her 
Majesty's Government, yet every consideration should be subordinate to that of 
tho efficiency of the 

"The language of the Prince om this occasion was altogether consistent 
with the views which he had previowly expressed on the same subject, for he 
Ins always professed a great coolness and Impartiality, yet I could observe that 
he was very decidedly gratified by the sense of your Lordship’s instructions to 
Sir Henry Bulwer. 

His Excellevey forwarded telegraphic message to the Emperor in my 
presence, informing His Majesty of the resolution of Her Majesty's 
tment. 

T have, &e 
Signed) NAPIER, 





No 137. 
Lord Napier to Lard J. Russell.—(Received May 


(No. 124 Condential.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, Mo 

PRINCE GORTCHAKOFF remarked to me yesterday that be did not 
woite nderitand the motives of Her Majesty's Governinent in prowing the 
overninent of France 40 hard in reference to the evacuation of Syria, and in 
ining language’ x0 peremptory on that subject in Parliament and elsewhere. 1a 
cling thus flee Majesty's Government incurred « serious reaponsibility in the 
ayes Of Europe, and, he thought, for no commensurate object. He could 
relor the coure followed by Her Majesty's Government to Pasliamentary 
necessities, and to the desire of concilistins public opinion, which it was, 
howover, often the duty of  Goverumont to resist and control 





209 


I replied to Prince Gortchukoff that, no doubt, public opinion would 
always bave some legitimate influence with Her Majesty's Government, but that 
I was convinced. that in pressing the evacuation of Syria your Lontship was 
really prompted by 3 conviction that it was necessary to festore the independent 
action of the Porte in the government of its dominions ; that the crisis must be 
‘met, and that it could be met as well now as hereafter. Undoubtedly, Her 
Majesty's Government in acting thus incurred some responsibility ; but they did 
‘ot shrink from it. Tcould not say that I was altogether without anxicty 
the peace of the Lebanon ; yet I believed that a serious disturbance could be 

voided. ‘The Turks were deeply interested in preventing further disorder, they 
would exert themselves to the uttermost. ‘The English could exercise ‘great 
influence with the Druses, the presence of the squadrons would operite in the 
saipe sense 1 maid, however, that T saw no use in professing an exagaerated 
security. We might do well fo be afraid if our apprehensions prompted us to 
activity and precautions. I therefore called upon his Excellency, us he had such 
dark onticipations of the result of the eracuation, to aid us in maintaining 
teanquillity according 10 his means and in the limite of our prosent action. 
Could Uussure Her Majesty's Government that at the date of the departure of 
the French the Ruwian squadron would be assembled on the const of Syrix 
with instructions to act in concert with the English and French Admirals, 

T abo said, ax I bad done before (still speaking for myself) that, in my 
humble opinion, the Commanders of the naval forces of the three Powors thus to 
be distributed slong the Syrian coast for a common purpowe should have 90 
eans of communicating with the interior, and making their influence folt, 
besides the ordinary channels of the Consulites. 1 suggested the dispatch of 
some officers ax 4 xort of Commission in the Mountain, 

‘The Prince said, in reply, that he did not see much advantage attached to 
imy suggestion. Ho did not conxider that moral force would bo of much uso 
the Mountain. and if the officers were repelled or insulted the Earopean 
Governments would be pluced in a false and & painfal position, Ho was of 
opinion, however, that the Russian squadron ought to be assembled at Hey 
he believed it would be found there at the desired tnoment, yet, to. ti 
he would immediately submit his views on the subject to the Geund Duke 
Constantine, His Excellency then, in. my presence, addressed m commtinication 
to His Imperial Highness, advising that tho Russian force, amounting to three 
steam-vesels of wor, including the "General Admiral,” a frigate of vory large 

mensions, should rendeevous at Beyrout on the docasion of the Freel 

cuntion, and that the Russian Admiral should have instructions to co-opernte 
with his colleagues. His Excellency, however, emphatically added, that in 
Joiniog heartily with Hor Majesty's Government in these precautionary mensurcs 
he was far from thinking that they would be operative oF successful. U'rince 
Gortchakoff also stated that his communications from Paris enabled him to 
affinn thot if the Christian population of Syrin should, aftwr tho withdrascal of 
the French, be nguin exposed to outrage and persecution, the Government of 
France would net independently in their defence, without consulting the rest of 


arope. 
evered, that I supposed the measures of the French Government would 
be conformable to the stipulations of the Treaty of 1856, and that nny rash 
resolutions on their part might be restrained by the influence of Her Majesty's 
Government, Prince Gortchakotf replied, smiling, * Perhaps only too much #0.” 

‘The Rusrian Minister in the course of conversation hinted, but very lightly, 
that a portion of the French foree might be permitted to romain a little longor 
in the interests of peace and good order, 1 remarked, that I thought the French 
themselves would mot wocede to it. They had declared their intention to 
withdraw ; their honour was at stake; they would stand upon the punctual 
performance of their obligations, throwing the responsibility of the conssypences 
on England, 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) NAPIER 











No. 138 


Lorit Napier to Lord J. Russell. —(Received Mey 27.) 
Wo. 131.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, May 22, 1861 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith an extract 
from the ‘Journal de St. Pétersbours of this morning, containing the instruc 
tions addressed by Prince Gortchakoft to M. de Kisseleff respecting the evacuation 
of Syria by the French, which was alluded to in my despatch No, 116 of the 
17th instant. : 

Should the recent outrages be renewed on the departure of the French, any 
energetic act on the part of the Emperor Napoleon. especially if it should involve 
1 violation of the ‘Treaty of 1856, ily applauded by the Russian 
Government, and by national feeling in this country. 

I an inclined to believe, however, that the declamations of the French 
Senators, and the officious sympathy of the Russian Minister, will be alike 
Wasted, and that the region of Lebanon and the rest of Syria will relapse into 
their previous condition after a period of unensiness and partial disorder. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) NAPIER, 


Inclosure in No, 188, 
Prince Gortchakoff to Count Kisseldf. 


St. Pétersbourg, le 2 Mai, 1861 

A MESURE que le terme fixé pour I'évacuation de la Syrio approche de 
ton éehéance, nous ne pourons nows défende d'eaviaager cette éventunlité avec 
‘und vive appréhension, 

Votre Excellence w été appelée, lars de In demiére Conférence de Puts, i 
‘exprimer In conviction de Sa Majeaté 'Emperour que ti on prématurée 
Voceupatlon, avant qu'une organisation definitive et Vinstallation d'an pouvoir 
régolier ne soient vonuex remplacer les guruntics eésultant pour les Chrétiens de 
|i présence des troupes Européennes, eutraincrait dex calamités dout les Grandes 
Pulssanoes devaient se prioccuper séricuserent, dans Hintérét de Mhumanité et 

ui de Jour propre dignit, 


yrio, ‘dont ‘toe 


Veuillez, M, le Comte, entretenir de ce sujet Jes Représentants des Cobinets 
qui ont participd aux dernires délibérations. 

Nous croirions manquer i un devoir si nous a'appelions pas leur attention 
sur les dangers qui pourraient rewulter d'un. mppel de Yoccupation, «il avait lieu 
complétement, & jour fixe, xans avoun égard pour la situation ‘eritique ob 
pourrait laisser Ia Syric, et sans quion ait encore rempli auoune des conditions 
Dr¥alables qui, & notre avis, auralent pu suppléer aux garanties dont. lex popal 
tions Chnitiennes se ver tout i coup privées par le départ dex troupes. qt 

ent regu de l'Europe la mission de pourvoir A leur séourlté. 

En pareil eas, i ne nous resterait pour notre part qua décliner formellement, 
comme nous avons dg fait, toute responsabilité quant aux résultats d'une 
détermination dont nous aurions prévu et signalé les conséquences. 

Votre Excellence est invitée, d'ordre de notre auguste maitre, i ne laisser 
nubsister aveun doute A cet éenrd dans loxprit de ses colléxues, 

Recevez, Ke. 
(Sign) GORTCHAKOFF. 








No. 139, 


Loril A. Loftus to Lord J; Rutsell Received May.) 
(No. 226.) 
My Lord, Berlin, May 25, 1861 

AN accordance with the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship's 
despatch No. 126 of the 22nd instant, 1 spoke to-day to Baron Schieinitz on 
the mubject of the despatch of M. de ‘Thouvenel, alluded to in M. Billault’s 
speech in the Senate on the evacuation of Syria, and to the allusion made in the 

feport of the Committee of the Senate to the claims of France to protect 
Christians in the Ottoman dominions. 

Baron Schleinitz said that the despatch to which I alluded hind, he believed, 
been read to him by the French Minister, who bad from time to time made 
communications on this sobject. His Excellency stated thut he had learnt from 
Paris that M, de Thouyenel had expressed assurances that the Freach Govern- 
tment would not take any isolated measure as regarded Turkey, should unfortu- 
nately any fresh disturbances arise in Syria to call for their intervention, and that 
they would, if the necessity arose, concert previously with the other Powers, 
partics to the Treaty of 1856 

I understood Baron Schleinits to say that those nasurances had been 
confirmed by tho Emperor Napoleon, 

Baron Schleinitz said that the language of M. de ‘Thouvenol was certainly 
to the effect that the French Government would hold Turkey responsible for the 
consequences which might result from the evacuation of the French troops, and 
ho observed that M. de ‘Thouvenel had even stated that n casus belli ngninst 
‘Turkey might arise therefrom, 

His Excellency expressed it as his opinion that any isolated interference of 
France, of the nature adverted to by M. de Thouvenel, would be a violation of 
the engagement taken by the Treaty of Paris of (856. 

Baron Schleinitz. seemed to be of opinion that no undue importance must be 


attached to the menscing language of the French Govemment tovands Tuckey 


under the circumstances which bad given rise to it, and he appeared to place 
confidence in the assurances given by M. de ‘Thouvenel} and confirmed by the 
Emperor himself, that, should the necessity arise, Franco would appeal to the 
ether Powers tefire suming the raponsibtty of alated nein. 
ve, Be 
Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS 


No. 140, 


Lord J. Rumell to Lord Duferin. 
(No. 80.) 
y Lord, Foreign Offer, May 27, 1861 

1 HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch No. 114 of the 
Ith instant, reporting your departure for Constantinople; and I have. great 
satisfaction i conveying to you, by the Queen's command, Hor Majesty's 
most gracious approval of all your conduct during the whole period of your 
residence in Syria . 

‘The ability and judgment which you displayed in dealing with the intricate 
questions which came under discussion, the temper and conciliatory spirit which 
you uniformly maintained in your intercourse with your colleagues, and the zeal 
with which, while caring for the exigencies of pablie justice, you endeavoured 
to consult the claims of humanity, would necessarily ensure for you the appro- 

jon aod thanks of Her Majesty's Government: but 1 have still grenter 
pleasure in acquainting you that those qualities are uk warmly recognized by the 
Governments of those forcign Powers with whose Representatives you have been 
associated in the arduous work of bringing about the pucification of Syria, 

[ave seen with pleasure in your dexgatch No. 116 of the 11th nant to 
myself, and in its inclosure to Sir Heory Bulwer, the testimony which you bear 
tothe zeal of Mr. Meade, of this office, and of the other gentlemen acting more 
immedliately under your dircetion, and to the assistance which you have derived 











from Mr. Consul-General Moore and other members of Her Majesty's Consular 
Service in Syrin und { have to instruct your Lordship to convey to each and all 
of those gentlemen my entire satisfaction with thrir conduct 
Tam, &e. 
Signed) "J. RUSSELL 





No. lil. 


Acting Conral Wrench to Lord J. Russell—(Received Moy 29.) 


INo. 9) 
My Lord, Damascus, May 16, 1861 
INCLOSED I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of my 
despatch No. 15 of this day's date, reporting to Her Majesty's Ambassalor at 
Constantinople on such passing events as I consider may be of interest to his 
Excellency and Her Majesty's Governmont, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH 


Tnclosure in No. 141 
Acting Consul Wrench to Sir El. Bulwer. 


Sir, Damarcis, Moy 16, 1861 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 27th February, reporting to 
our Excellency on the claims of Bitish aod protected subjects on the local 
reasuries, T have the honour to snaounce that the Vali is now ocoupied with 
making arrangements for paying in piagt the maoy liabilities of the Civil Govern- 
ment. 

ach holder of a Treasury bond snakes with his Excellency the best terms 
that he can, taking in guneral a small portion of the debt in cash, anil a fsction 
‘of the remainder in orders on villages for the amount of their regular taxes ; a 
new bond will afterwards be written for the balance of the debt, bearing, 1 
believe, the same interest nt the original loan. In some cases bills on tho 
Treasury of Beyrout have beon promised in the place of assignations ou the 
Villagers, Many of the native creditors are contented with these arrangements, 
which sre not, however, to the entire satafection of the Haropeans, but are 
accepted under existing circumstances us the best terms Likely to be offered. 

‘The Mecca caravan or had] left the village of Mezerib, three day’ journey 
south of Damascus, and where the piss le preparatory to commencing 
their desert march, on the 9th instant, without any accident, It is estimated 
that the expenses attending the badj this year will be between 13,000 and 
16,000 parses (60,0001, to 64,0001,). "The number of pilgrios is very small x 
compared with former years, consisting only of aboot 360 strangers from Persia, 
Circassia, and Turkey. Some fifty Dainascas merchants have gooe to Mecoa 
for the purpose of trade, and upwards of 1,000, a larger portion than usual, of 
the lowest class of the Damascus population’ necompany the hadj ax camel- 
drivers, ‘Tho sacted caravan is guarded by 400 Kegular and about 1,500 
Irregular troops, with two tield-picces. 

Fund Pasha lett for Beyrout on the 7th instant, after a stay of nearly six 
seeks ip Danaseus; during which tine his Excelleny held many Secret Councils 
teginding the forced inspost of 90,000 purses (360,0001.) about to be levied on 
The ity nod districts of Damascus: as yet, However, nothing has been poblabed 
regarding this levy. 

"The tax of 400,000 pinatres on the city, reported ia. my despatch of the 
19th April, was not collected, although when first announced it was to have 
been forthcoming within three days. The Government finds great difficulty sx 
realiaing tho 2,000 purses (20,0001) from the Villages forthe expetes, of 
the had}, also reported ja the above despatch: and it i said that only about 
‘the half of the.susn has been as yet obtained. 

Of the memorials which were beings gut up among the Christians of 
Dameseus, either thanking Fuad Pusha for bis exertions ia their favour, oF 





begging his Excellency that some part of the indemmities for their losses might 
be pil them, all have been fr the preset dropped tes 
The quict of the country round Damascus has been for the last month 
undisturbed. : = ae 
—_U have, & 
(Signed) WILLIAM H, WRENCH. 





No, 142, 


Colonel Fraser to Lord J. Russell-—(Received May 29, 
(No. 1.) $ in 
My Lord, Beyrout, Moy 10, 1861 
| HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship's information, cupioe of 
four despatches dated respectis Vth and 17th instant, addressed to Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constuntinople, reporting on the present aspect of 
affairs in this country, and particularly on the prospect of its spocdy orneu 
by the French troops 
In addition to the information cont 
add that General de Beaufort this aft 
definite instructions ws to the actual evacuation, and that hw should accordingly 
take no steps towards rerpoving a single wan from the posts at esent oeoupie 
by his troops until he saw the transports at anchor ready to receive them. 
Thave, te, 
(Signed) A. J, FRASER 


———— 


Inclosare 1 in No. 142. 
Colonel Fraser to Sir H, Bulwer 


Beyrout, May 15, 1861 
PREVIOU: Beyrout for Constantinople on the 11th instant, 
Lord Datferin, Her Commissioner for Syria, instructed me to address 
directly to your Ey ll such communications aa 1 had recently been in 
the habit of transmitting exclusively to his Lordship: and.on the 13th instant 
had further the honour to receive the inclased despateh referring to the same 
subject. 
‘As the telegram therein alluded to will be communicated to your Excel 
by Lord Dufferin hinwelf {have not considered it desirable to miltiply eopies of 
its itv accordingly not troxnitted herewith, 
I personally communicated the above desputeh and inclosed telogram to 
Mr. Consul-General Moore, upon which oceasion we came to. the mutually 
that the political daties hitherto conducted by Lord 
npted by me: Mr. Moore confining 
‘himself, as heretofore, to the performance of his more strictly Consular funetions 
In accordance with the above arrangements, therefore, it becomes ty dily 
to keep your Excellency duly informed on all xubjects of political importatc 
connected with Syrian affairs ; a duty which T sball endeavour to porform to the 
best of my ability 
V have, de 
Signed) "A. J. FRASER, 


Tnclosure 2 in No 142 


Lord Dufferin to Colonel Fraser 


* Melpomene,* off Cyprus, May 12, 1861 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your information, copy of a 
telegram I have just received from Lord Joba Russell. You will continue to 
act on the instructions with which T have already had the honour of furnishing 
you, and you will communicate this despatch to Mr. Consul.General Moore, 
1A 
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I should be obliged by your requesting Mr, Consul Blunt, of Smyrna, to 
forward in a telegram to Constantinople aoy imnportant information you think 
desible to convey to Her Majesty's Ambassador by the ordinary mail from 
Boyront. 

Lhave, fe. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 3 in'No, 142. 
Colonel Braser to Bir Hi Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, May 15, 1861 
L HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, in’ corisequence of the 
threatening? wspeet of affairs in Mount Lebinon, Thad been requested by Lord 
Dafferin to proceed thither from Damasous for the parpose of watching events, 
calming excitement, or eupporting the Ottoman authonties, as more fally indi. 
cated in his Lordship’s despatch addressed to me on the 28th ultimo, a copy of 
1am informed, has already been transmitted for your Excellency's 


rived at Mokhtara, in Mount Lebanon, on the sird of May, where 1 wi 

welcomed by Omer Pasha, in command of the troops of the Mountain, 
‘who also expresied a strong desire that I should remain to ndvise and aid him. 1 
pent threo days at this point, during which time I had constant opportunities 
of discussing with the Pasha the present condition of the Mountain, and the 
measures to be taken in. the various contingencies which might arise with a 
view to prevent collision between the Druses and Christians, or between the 
lutter and the troops. T had at the same time an opportunity of extensive 
communication with the popalation of that neighbourhiond. 

Finding it desirable that T'should make myself peronally acquainted with 
tho stato of affairs in other parts of the Mountain, I had commenced a tour 
throgph tie astlcte woe Ukely to become the scene of diturbences, should 

This, however, was interrupted, it Being Lord 
Dufferin's wish that 1 should join him at Mokhitara and subsequently accompany 
jm to Beyrout, forthe purpose of more ample communication on important 
public busines previous to his Lordship's departure for Constantinople 

So far as my observations extonded, I had arrived at'the covelusion that 
dangerous degree of excitement existed at one or two places between Druses 
and Christians, chiefly in the neighbourhood of French detachtnents; but as the 
‘Darkish troops were well posted, and on the alert, there did not -appear'to me 
reaon to apprehend serious collision, though it would be difficult to way that 
inolated disturbances might not occur. 

Oe example may illvstrate sufficiently the manner in which the vicinity or 
interference of French troops exercises a dangerous intvence on the motwal 
relations of Druws and Christians. 

At the village of Barouk, « dispute having arisen in consequence of Chris- 
tians cutting dow trees: the property of Drusea, without due authority, the quarrel 
‘waxed 0 warm that, to prevent bloodshed, the Turkish officer in command ealled 
‘out his detachment, and sent both sides ns prisoners to the local Governor at Deir- 
¢l-Kamar, Sowe Christians at Barouk at once carried a complaint to the French 
Colonel at Bteddin to the effect that they were in danger from the Druses, and on 
iy arrival at Barouk a fow houre afterwards I found the Druses in a state of great 
‘excitement in consequence of the report, which had just reached the village, that 
‘8 French battalion was ii full march upon it. Taasured the Druses they need 
feel 00 alarm, as the French troops would not be allowed to interfere with the 
and 1 saw that my presence re-assured them. 

Presently, the battalion. having been halted mt a distance, 1 
Colonel, accotspaniod by several oficers und a cart, rode into the vill 
wont at phee to greet-thent. “After sorhe show of alnoyance at my presence 
there, the Colonel complained of the oppressions the Christians were subject to 
at that place, and we discussed the occurrences of the morning. 

‘On my inquiting the object of his march, he jnformed me that he was 
merely giving ix men wn airing ; and, though doubtless true, F could not but 





canesive that the dispute of the morning had something to do with the diretion 
selected. 

I delayed my departure until thesé officers and troops had quitted the 
vicinity of the village, as 1 felt constrained to view their presence there as a 
threat to the Druses, which, had it produced the by no means impossible effect 
of causing them to fy from the villaze, might very easily have led to the pillage 
of their houses by the Christian rabble of the place, and the usual: series of 
lamentable reprisals 

Fortunately, the Turkish officer in command showed great promptitude and 
discretion, and I accordingly brought his conduct. tn the favourable notice of 
‘Omor. Puaba, 

Omer Pasha himself appeared perfectly to appreciate the delicacy and 

position, and seems possessed of both decision and good 


As the Druses, so far as my inspection extended, seemed submissive and 
disinelined to resent any provocations offered them, I have good hope that the 
tranquillity of Mount Lebanon will not be seriously disturbed. 
Lhave, &o. 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER. 


Anolosure 4 in No. 142, 
Coloved Hraser t0 Sir 1, Bulwer. 


aes Begrout, May 15, 186). 
JP to the preseot moment no decided preparations for depart 
on the part ofthe Preach corps of occupatica, uaa 

‘The various camps in th vicinity of Beyrout appear unditurbed, and no 
concentration of the distant detachments bax yet taken place. It ix reported that 
the direct mail which arrived here onthe 12th instant. brought ‘no definite 
instructions rogurding the evacuation to General de Beaufort, 

General Ducrot stated to Adiiral Mundy on the sate date, and. ater the 
arrival of the wail, thot the transports might be expected hero from the 16th to 
the 20th instant, 

am informed thisafternoon that notices have been served on the 
ofngoeseceuied by Freach ocr and troops, hat the ulin il bea 

pom ‘owners on the 16th of June, snuf” any unforeseen change, 
‘which will be daly notified. Aa ge Zs 
rty of soldiers employed, at a distance of two miles from. the 

g and drying tarpauline apparently: preparatory to packing 


aeons band two vel have avd here fom Algers with thre 
officers as passengers, and laden with provisions, forage com, Se 
discharging their cargoes. ~* 3 iapndeonee 

Rumours are elreulated by the troops themselves that some 1,800 oF 2,000 

will remain, even should the others go, nod. signatures to the petition in 

wrour of a Shebab ruler for Lebanon are still being eagerly sought for both 
ssnong Droves and Christians, hat with ‘scanty "wusesn even among the 
ter. 

‘Altogether the evacuation is submitted to with a very bad grace, and there 
in an evident attempt to ignore it as an approaching realty; but 1 feel inclined 
to nccept such conduct ax presumption thatthe operntion will be duly completed 
at the stated period 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) | A. J. FRASER, 





Inclosure 5 in No, 142 
Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer: 


Beyrout, May 17, 1861. 

NCE I had the honour to report, for your Excellency’s information, on 

the present position of affairs in this portion of Syria, by my despatches of the 

15th May, the situation cannot be said in any poteworthy degree to have 
altered, 

Comparative quiet continues in the Mountain ; but. no transporte for the 
conveyance of the French troops have yet arrived, aod the distant detachinents 
remain undisturbed, there being hitherto no visible symptow of recall to head- 
quarters. 

1 had some conversation on this subject with Fuad Pasha this morning, 
who meationed that during a visit paid yesterday to General de Beaufort the 

io of evacuation bad been mutually avoided, or only referred to in a very 

tant and indirect manner. The General had then intimated an intention to 
visit Jerusalem and Alexandfia, as it were on his roate homewards. M, Schooflor, 
howover, who had been calling upoa Fuad Pasha, had stated that tho evacuation 
would be comploted by the 6th uf June ; but that a note was now in preparation 
by the French Government, which would be prescated at Constantinople at the 
same moment; his manner of allusion to this document giving it to be inferred 
that ite terms were likely to be of a somewhat yavoro character, 

French official agents ure still eanvassing in. the Kesrouan for signataros to 
the petition in favour of a Shebab Ruler for Mount Lebanon, and with #o little 
success that, Tam informed by Fuad Pasha, a complaint has been made of thei 
even having condescended to beat some of the peasantry who refused to attach 
their signatures. 

Mr. Moote informs me that be transmitted by lat post, for your Excel 
lency's information, @ confidential letter from a person in authority in that 
district in further illustention of this subject. 

‘The collection of the forced impost on Damascus yet continues in abeyance, 
in consequetice of the delay in printing the Proclamations und Schedule explana. 
tory of the amount and mode of lovy proposed. Of both these documents Fuad 
Pasha has promised me a printed copy, for your Excellency’s information, 20 
‘oon 1s they shall have been received from the printors ; but, although promived 
today haye no hope of being able to incloe these documents in the present 
despatch. Lord Dutferin having, however, been furnished with a copy in maniie 
seript, as Tam informed by the Pasha, it is hoped this delay may prove 
inconvenient. His Exeellency thinks he will not return to Damascus until after 
the departure of the French troops. 

Timnyself propose paying a rapid visit to different points of the Mountain, 
wbere I think excitement most likely to show itself, both before and after the 
doparture of tho French troops; dispositions having already been made for the 
immediate ooeapatin, by an equal forco of Imperial tops of the dierent 
‘outposts to be evacuated by the French forces. 


No, 143, 


Conrut-General Moore to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 30.) 


(No. 3) 
My Lord, Beyrout, May 18, 1861 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of my despatch of this date, 
with its inclosures, to hia Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer, respecting the proceed 
ings of the French authorities in the Lebanon. { beg to transmit a tranalation 
‘of Count Bentivoglio’s letter therein referred to, tee 


(Signed) N. MOORE. 





Joclosure | in No. 143. 
Conmil-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excellency’s information, transla 
bea of sa eopasslciions T have received from Yousef Bey Kemm: one 
of them of = confidential nature, relative to the proceedings of the French 
Stthortis i the Lebsnon, in futeranee of thse a ura « Shas 

Count Bentivogtio's letter is important ax setting the seal of offical sanction 
to the movement, and invalidating any allegations that may be made thut Genoral 
4'Hautpoul or others were acting on aal opinions and predilections, ‘The 
fact also of its coming into the possession of Yousef Boy, who represents the 
‘opposite principle, is indicative of the little favour the project finds even aio 
the Christians in that part of the Lebanon, ‘The inclosare numbored 4 will give 
your Excellency an idea of the manner in which the French Agunts endeavour 
to enforce their views. 

Agreeably with the request of Yousef Bey, 1 communicated Count Beoti- 
voglio's letter to Fuad Pasha. His Excellency commented strotigly upon it, and 
urged ita transmission by the first opportunity to your Excellency as opportune 
information, 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 


Tnclosure'2 in No 143, 


Yousef Bey Keram to Consul-General Moore 
(Translation) 
(After the compliments.) May 14, 1861 
CONSIDERING sy actual retreat from public business, and my particalar 
gratitude for all the kindness and valuable support you have shown me, I have 
revolved to devote myself, with all my friends, 10 your faithfal service. { thore- 
fore addreas you this lettcr, and hope you will honour me with your weloome 
ews and commands, 
May God pronerve your life 
The Acting Kaimakam of the Christians of Mount Lebanon, 
(Signed and Sealed) YOUSEF KERAM. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 143. 
‘ounef Bey Keram to Coneul- General Moore. 


(Translation.) (Receivedt May 16, 1861.) 

L INCLOSE herewith @ document in original which has come to my 
band; ‘pray consider it ana 1, aod owtapa, 119: be. rca te 
the knowledge of his Excellency Fuad Pasha under the sine coudition of 
cerry 

The signing of the petitions (Shebab) has quite failed in there parts, 
so much ro that most of the inhabitants have insulted and treated with contempt 
the bearers of tho petitions, exept certain intriguers, such ax the House of 
Aboo Saab aod Youssef Hanna Daher, and Botrox Awad, who, however, have 
ot succeeded in ninleacing the peoples indeed the people of Bisharri thrente 
those peryons with death. and cried cut with one voice, in the prescioe 
Colonel Cérés, “Our Kaimakam is Yousef Keram, and our Sultan is Abdul 
Medjid." The Colonel then left the place greatly annoyed, and came to the 

hop Boolos Moosa, and demunded the Shetkhs of the Hovse of Daber, Awad, 

ck, and Tarabey to come to him there: not one of thom cate, but 

they seat agents to say that their Chief was Yousef Kerum, nad referred. the 

Colonel to him. On his way, he passed by Geluil ; he got some signatures ; 

the people of Anwbicet signed.  Whilat he was at Batroon I arrived there; he 
failed at this place. He then went to Amioon in the Koorn 








‘was insalted. 1 enjoined upon the people not to insult him, and to treat him 
Civlly; a the same time to remember that they were subjete of the Saltan, and 
were not obliged to agree to what they did not like. The people attach them~ 
selves to me more and more,-and keep aloof from others, especially as they know 
Thave no personal views or designs. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 143, 


Count Bentivoglio to Farix Lahood and Yousef Zakia. 


(Cranstation.) ¢ 
(After the compliments) May 7, 1861 
‘THE Commandant Cerés, Major of the troops of the illustrious Government 
of France, is now proceeding to your town and neighbourhood on a special 
mission, having for object the interests and welfare of the eountry. 1 therefore 
address you this letter, hoping that you will rvecive the Commandant with the 
honours and regard due to him, and listen to and act upon all that he wishes, 
agreeably to the desire of our illustrious Goveroment nod ny wishes. 
stir up your zeal and exertions in this matter, and let me know what may 
be wanted. 
(Signed and Senled COUNT BENTIVOGLIO, 
mas Concal and ting Conse Gonaral of Praace be Spi 


Inclosure 5 in No, 143, 
Extract from the Statement of Sheikh Halil Hobeish 


IN returning from Sgorta, I met the son of Yousef Shantiri, who informed 
me that whilst on his way home from visiting Yousef Bey Keram, he met 
Colonel Certs at w will near Tripoli, who charged him with being an agent of 
Yousef Keram, soing about the country to prevent the people from signing. 
He replied that ho was no such thing, and that he was rimply on his way 
home. 

Colonel Gerés then assaulted him, and beat him with his whip and his fista, 
find spat on his faee, and took him along wi ain distance, and then 
Tet 


Bir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell.—(Received Mag 31.) 


Constantinople, May 20, 1861 

TAM informed by Aali Pasba that he has received a telegram dated the 17th 

{instant (tom Veli Pasha, the Turkish Ambassador at Paris, stating that M. Thou- 

‘yen! had announced to his Excellency that French transports were about to 

proceed to Beyrout to bring away the army of occupation ; and that the French 

Government hud no intention of proposing uny dey in the evacuation of Syria, 
y: 


is to take place immediate 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY 1. BULWER 


No. 145. 


Lord A. Loftus to Lord J, Russell. —(Received June 1.) 
(No, 283,) 
My Lord, Berlin, May 29, 1861. 
AT my Inst interview with Baron Sehleinite, 1 referred to the question 
now under discussion at Constantinople as to the selection of a Christian 
Governor for the Lebanon. I ropresented to bis Excellency that the object of 
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the European Powers was to allay the jealousy and strife which have so long 
existed between the different seets and races of the Lebanon, and more especially 
between the Maronites and Druses. His Excelleney must admit that with this 
aim in it could not be desirable to place one race under the subjection of 
the other, which would be virtually the case if a native, for instance a Maronite, 
were to be selected as the Chief under whom the Druses and other sects were to 
be governed. The result would inevitably be the renewal of the murderous 
‘warfare hitherto carried on betweco these tribes, and of those excesses which had 
called for the intervention of Europe. 

ly be no difficulty in 
finding some person not a native of the Mountain, in whose impartiality nnd 
strict justice towards all parties confidence could be placed, and | expressed a 
hope that in treating this question the Prussian Goverimeat would support the 
views taken by Hor Majesty's G and would instruct the Prussian 
Minister at the Porte to co-operate with Her Majesty's Ambassador in support 
ing the choice of a Christian Governor who is not a native of the Mountain, 
and whose appointment could not, therefore, give umbrage to either of the 
contending races, 

Baron Schleinitz entered into a long explanation to prove thot the conduct 
porsved by the Prussian Government in Syria was alone dictated by a feeling of 
‘scrupulous regard for the interests of the population, without any reference to 
political aisns or rival factions. Their object was to restore peace, tranquillity, 
and good government, where anarchy, strife, and bloodshed, had wafortunately, 
hitherto prevailed. 

He was neither in favour of one or other party, but he wished to see a just 
and firm Government organized, and he felt some apprehensions lest, on the 
‘withdrawal of the French troops, fresh disorders might arise which would oacasion 
a far greater danger to the independence and authority of the Porte than if the 
French occupation had continued until the new farm of government had been 
daly installed, 

With respect to the selection of the future Governor of the Labanon, his 
Excelloney, in reply to my inquiry, stated that he had instructed the Prussian 
Minister at Constantinople to be guided entirely by the opinion and wishes of 
the Sultan, and that his vote with respect to the cholo of a Governor ahould be 
dependent on the approval by the Porte of the proposed candidate. 

For bis own part he thought that, as the Maronites were numerically the 
wont important of the two mices, they might fairly claim » preference if w native 
were to be selected ax Governor, 

He considered, however, that in this matter the wishes of the Sovercign 
should be consulted ; and with this view the instructions to which I have referred 
have been sent 10 the Prussian Minister at Constantinople, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 





No. 16, 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell—{Recrived June 3) 
(No. 282.) 
My Lond, Vienna, May 30, 1861 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 143 of the 22nd instant, 
Inclosing copy of a despatch from Earl Cowley No, 757 of the 20th instant, 
respecting M, Billault’s Speech in the Senate on the evacantion of Syria, I have 
the honour to inform your Lordship that T have not failed to draw Count 
Rechberg's attention to this subject. 

His Bxcellency appeared to have received explanations from the French 
Government, as to these proceedings in the Sonate, iu a sense sitilur to those 
gwen by M. Thouvenel to Lord Cowley, but he seemed wawilling to say much 
‘on the subject. 

Jn answer to my jaquiry whether the Fronch Ambassador had communi« 
cated to hia M. Thousenel's despatch to the Marquis de Layalette of the 
3rd instant, to which allusions had been made ia the French Senate, Count 
Rechberg said that M, de Moustier may have received a copy of this document, 

















but he bad not brought it to his sad he added, that his opinions on 
the present occupation of Syria, and on any exclusive pretensions of France to 
protect the Christian populations in Turkey, were unchanged. 

Thave, Se 


Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





No, 147. 


Mr. Grey to Lard J. Russell.(Reccived Jane 4) 
(No. 60, 
My Lord, 
T INQUIRED of M. ‘Thouvenel this moruing whether or 1 
dispored to actept the proposal of Count Goltz made to the Represent 
the Powers in Conference at Constantinople on the 30th jostant, copy of which 
‘was incloned lo me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 13 of the Lat instant 
M. Thouvenel replied, that he had already written to both M. de Flahanlt 
and M, de Lavalette to say’ that he agreed to it although he could not look upon 
it as altogether satistuctory 
(On rending over the proposal which your Lordship authorized Sir H. Bulwer 
to accept, M. Thouvenel snid there wis a difference in the wording of the 
last paragraph from that of the proporal which had been forwarded to him, 
M.Thouvenel’s version runs as follows: ‘Trois mois avant Vexpiration du 
tmiindat, il y aura de nioavena entente sur ce point entre In Porte et lex Repes: 
entants,"" ‘Tho point upon which the Representatives would have to come to 
‘un understanding would be, the daration of office of the Governor. ‘The question 
of the " indigénat,” whether he was to be a native or not, wns definitively settled 
tu fat 08 the Representatives of the Powors were concerned, No resttictioa wns 
pluged on the Porte, who was perfectly free to choose a native Governor oF not, 
aus abe pleased; and ufler tho lapse of three years, ik would not be on 1 
{question that the Representatives would have to deliberate, M. ‘Thouvenel said 
the had not the wlightest expectation that the Porte would now ehioore a native 
Governor, indeed he was quite persuaded of the contrary, although be adhered to 
his opinion that it was oaly winoog the natives that a fit man Yor the office could 
be found; still it was possible that in three years’ time circumstances might lead 
the Porto to. change ber opinion, and make it desirable, after all, to elect a tative 
Cristian. Governor. In that caso sho would be perfectly free to appoint 
without any refovenco to the Representatives 
Te appeared to me that Her Majesty's Government would probably w 
orry to ace this question set at rest, and T did not therefore make any allu 
to the fet that Sir H. Bulwer was instructed not to agree to 
wording in the te 
that sent fron 
would be as little delay 
a» possible in. carry 
Governor should be installed in office ms soot ax possible afer the ev 
Syria by the French troops, which he observed would take place to-morrow or 
the day after; and his Excellency further urged that it would be very advisable 
that the Buropeon Commision should be present at Heyrout on the occasion of 
he installation, in order to show to the inhabitants of the Letanon that the new 
Governor was eleeted with the full and wnanimous consent of Europe 
Lhave, &e 
(Signed) W. G, GREY 





No. 148 


Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J. Russell—(Received June 5.) 
(No. 8) 
My Lord, Damascus, May 1, 1851 
1 HAVE the hy with to your Lordship, copy of my 
despatch of yesterday's date to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Sublime Porte, 





281 
in answer to one from his Excellency, requiring information regarding the crosses 
chalked, in February lst, on tbe pavement ‘sad doors of houses socuped by 
Christians io the quarters of the city, Meidan and Kanawit 
U have, &o. 
med)” WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


Inclosure in No. 148, 


Coneul Wrench to Bir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Damascus, April 30, 1861 

TL HAVE had the honour to receive frown Mr Rogery, through Colonel 
Fraser, your Excelloncy’s despatch to the former of March 23. 

In compliance with the instructions therein contained, I have the honour 
to state, for your Excellency's information, that all Lhave been able to learn 

n the subject to which it referred is, that shortly after tho crosses wore chulked 
nthe pavement and doors of houses occupied by Christians in the quarters of 
the Meidan and Kanawat, a Commission was formed of four Goveratncat 
employé, two Grock and two Catholic members, to examine into the matter. 
‘The authors of the crosses mide in the former quarter were not discovered, 
was any one arrested on suspicion; and although the Vali and Mushii 
tho spots at the time, their investigations were followed by no apparent 
results, a 

__A Grook boy was taken: up on suspicion of having made the erowes in the 
Kanawat quarter, and two Mussulman witnesses bore testimony against hit 
The evidence, however, seems to havo been defective, ax no sentence wus 
drawn up, the minutes of the proceedings merely being signed by the mermbers, 
tnd the boy released. : 

1 would remark in conclusion, that although nothing positive has been 
discovered ax to tho authors of the erosies in question, it is the opinion of 
both the Vali and Mushie that they originated with the Christians. 

Thave, ke. 
igned) WILLIAM H. WRENCH, 





Mr. Grey. 
(No, 24.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 5, 1861 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 13 of the Ist instant, inclosing 
despatch, from Her Majesty's Consol at Beyrout, forwarding lettors which. prove 
the interforence of Count Hentivogtio and the French authorities in the Lebanon 
to promote their scheme in favour of a Shebab, T have to instruct you to 
communicate the substance of those letters to M. ‘Thouvencl, but not to show 
him the letters themselves; and in doing x0 you will protest, in the name of 
Her Majesty's Government, against the interference of Count Bentivogtio iv the 
Mountain. 

Fam, &. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 





No, 150. 


Lard J. Russell to Lord Nopier. 

(No. 98.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, June 6, 1864 

IT appears by your Excellency’s despatch No. 124 of the 20th altimo, that 
Prince Gortchakolt imagines that, it pressing the evacuation of Syria by Freneb 
trvops, Her Majesty's Government were yielding to Parliamentary necessities 
sand the desire of conciliating public opinion ” 

‘You will explain to Prince Gortchakoff that all our reports from Syria hase 

4 








teniled 0 show that the European occupation uf Srv, while it weakened the 
authority of the Porte, did not protect the inhabitants of the Mountain who were 
hot Maronites, from insult, injustice, and even murder. 

You will further state to Prince Gortchakoif that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment having bound themselves by ‘Treaty to rospcet the independence and 
integrity of Turkey, are sincerely determined to ful6il their promises and 
perfor their obligations 

You will point out to Prince Gortelakoff that nothing would more seriously 
impair the independence of Turkey than the indefinite occupation of her provinces 
by forvign Commanders, who, having come as allies, might behave as tasters; 
that other provinces besides Syria might become disturbed, and the example of 
Syria be quoted to justify the interference of other foreign Powers, In this 
muannee the integrity aa well as the independence of ‘Turkey might be 
destroy 

‘These observations, so simple and 40 obvious, can hardly have eseaped the 
sagncity of Prince Gortchakoff. But there are other necessities besides Parlia- 
mentary necessities, and the passions of the Russians, at all times so hontile to th 
Turks, may constitute a force which Prince Gortchakoff finds himself unable to 
resist, 


Lam, & 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL 


No. 151 


Lord J. Russell to Lard A. Laftus 
(No. 139.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, June 5, 1861 
L HAVE received your Lordship's despatch No. 283 of the 20th ultim 
reporting a conversation you havo had with Baron Schleinitz on the question of 
the appointinent of the Governor of tho Lebanon ; and T have to inform you, in 
reply, that Her Majesty's Government are glad to hear of the instructions which 
Excellency has given to the Prussian Minister at Constantinople upon this 
subject. 


"J. RUSSELL, 





Lovd J. Russell to Sir H. Bubvee, 
(No, 362) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 5, 1861 

IN the prevent state of the discomsions at Constantinople on the 
question, it may be convenient to pass in review the course which thore 
rions have hitherto taken, and the directions which you have received from Hor 
Majesty's Government. 

Tt appears, then, that a preliminary mectiog was held among the Repe 
sentatives on the 21st of May, wt which the Minister of the Porte did not attend, 
‘and that the main object then discussed was the nationality and condition of the 
future Governor of the Lebanon, 

Your Excellency, basing your propoval ou the Report of the Commissioners, 
ndvocated the recognition of « single Christian Goveruor, with a limited tenure 
of office. 

‘The French Plenipotentiary, on the other hand, advocated. the appointment 
of a Governor of the Shehab family, who should hold his office for life, and have 
at his disposal a native military force. 

‘The Rumian Plenipotentiary dissented from this last proposal, which, 
however, found favour with the Austrian, while the Prussian pleaded the absence 
of instructions sx precluding him from offering an opin 

Asthe result of what passed, your Excolleney requested instructions on two 
points: first, whether the questions at (ssuc were to be devided by a majority of 
the Representatives ; und secondly, whother, if the French Pleaipotentia 
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persisted in advocating the claims of a native Governor, you would be authorized 
to declare the proposal, as presented to the Conference, to be £0 much Kt Va 

with the views entertained by the Commissioners as to proelule you from 
assentin 

informed you, in reply, that Her Majesty's Goveroinent could uot consent 
to be bound by the ‘opinions of a majority on a matter of so much importance 
as that under discussion ; and that the better course would be, if the French 
proposal was adopted by the greater number of your colleagues, that your 
Excellency should, either singly or in concert with the dissidents, formally put 
forward the plon of the Commissioners 

Some days afterwards 1 repeated to you the strong objection entertained by 
Her Majesty's Government to the nomination of a Shebal as Goverwoe of the 
Mountain ; and I directed your Excellency, in the event of w majority beitye in 
favour of « native Governor, to lay before the Conference, separately 
made by yourvelf, the appointment of a Christian Governor, not a native of tho 
province. 

At the same time I jutimuted to your Excellency. and I desired. thut you 
would make Knows to the " i stro 
opinion of Her Majesty's Government that the discussion on these «matters 
should be brought to a close without further delay 

T received, ou the morning of the 29th, « telegram from your Excellency 
announcing that « General Conference, at which the Turkish Representative 
would ited to be held on the following day : that the Prussian 
Representative had been directed to conform his vote to the wishes of the Porte 
while the Russian had received instructions to support x native Governor 

Labanoff had, however, suggested as. moans of reconciling eontlict 
in regard to the parson to be selected for the Governor of the 
gle Christian Governor should be appointed, it being left to 
without restriction, who that Gavernor should be 
quainted you, in reply, that Her Mujesty’s Government considered it 
the Turkish Plenipotentiary should be present at the Conference whieh 
ced, the Porte being, of courve, the party principally conce 

I at the same time informed you that I had stated to the Freach Anbux 
sador, in reply to a further communication whioh | hd received frow him, that 
Her Majesty"s Government could not agree to w native Christian Governor. 

theless. I added that Her Majesty's Government wore prepared to 

Tumian Plenipotentiary, and to agree 

to the nomination of a single Christian Governor of the Lebanon, the choice of 

such Governor ta be left to the Sultan, and hix tenure of office to bo cithor 

during pleasure or duriog good behaviour, but nut for life. But 1 said that it 

appeared to Her Majexty's Government that if this point ware no wettled, the 

plan of tho Commissioners in regard to other points should be carried into 
eft, 

Tt appeaced trom your Excelloncy's telegrams of the ist of May. that at 
the Conference which’ had taken place on the preceding day, the Prussian 
Minister wns prepared in consequence of instructions that he had received, to 
nequiesce in the appointment of a Native Governor, and that, after a long 
discussion, the Reprosontatives agreed to submit to their respective Govern. 
ments a proposition which had been drawn up by the Prussian Minis 
following tonne, viz.:—" La Porte choisit un Goavernour Chritien investi de 
Pautorité pour trois ans: co fonctionnaire vera amovible, mais la Porte ne le 
destitucra pas sans jugement; trois mois avant Vexpiration du roxndat iy oury 
de nouveau. entente sur la question d'indigeniat entee Ja Porte et tos Roped 
seatants,” 

1 ated to you in reply that Her Majesty's Government were wiling to 
accept the proposition of the Prussian Minister, but that your Excelloncy must 
not agree to any change in the wording of it withont reference hom 

Te appoars by a telegram which I have received from Her Majesty's Chargé 
a’Affaires at Paris, that the French Ambassador at Constantinople has alko been 

zed to agree to the Prussian proposition 
Tam, ke 


Signed) J. RUSSELL 








Colonel Fraver to Laed J. Russell. (Received June 6.) 


(No, 2. Confidential) 
My Lord, Beyrout, May 24, 1861 

1 AM happy to be able to inform your Lordship that the Freach postal 
steumer, which arrived here yesterday Marseilles by way of Alexandria. 
mbhasbinise atacianbal-da: esaber' tinction ares ee te lane 
re-embarkation of General de Beaufort's expeditionary force were to leave 
Marseilles and Toolon about the 22nd or 23rd instant, and might, therofore, be 
fexpocted hero about the end of the present month, 

‘This intelligence has proved most agreeable relief to Fund Pasha, who had 
latterly boon manifesting much anxiety in consequence of the non-appearance of 

aand the absenee of any preparations for departure on the part of 
tho French expedition. He received the additional jaformation that Admiral de 
‘Tinan will shortly arrive nt Beyrout, in command of force composed of six 
ships of the line and two frigates, with the intention of remaining on the coast of 
Syria throughout the susner. 

Thave been acquainted by Fuad Pasha that Count Bentivogtio bad tast 
evening read to him n draft of a note about to be presented to the Porte. This 
document, after entering into a history of recent events, aod declaring the 
purposes for which the expeditionary force had been sont to Syria, proceeded to 

th i e occupation as authorised by Convention bad 
nearly reach e, conceiving the objects for which the expedition 
had been undertaken had by tio means been satisfactorily accomplished, still 
hariahed the hope that Turkey would herself express a desire for the cositinu- 
nce of wn occupation which appeared so essential to the tranquillity of Syria, 
Turkey having tailed, however, 0 ive Utterance to such a wish, it now only 
reaainied fo aperne to full the engagements into which he had entered 
With the other Great Powers by withimving his troops at the period agreed 
upon Ta daing s0, however, it was desirable that it should be Wistinetly under 
stood that in the event of renewed troubles arising in Turkey demanding a 
repetition of European intervention, France would consider it necessary to guard 
her propor interests ia. a way she had not practised on the present occasion, 

His Excellency expressed to Count Beativogtio the gratitode entertained 
ly the Government of the Sultan for the ready support which liad been afforded 
by French arms; a sentiment which he proposed to embody more fully in a 
public document, prior to the embarkation of General de Heaufort 

So completely have all thoughts been absorbed by the great question 
whether the foreign occupation would actually couse on the 5th of June, as 
‘agreed, or be continved, ad pertinnciously asserted by the Prench soldiery, that 
public business of a general nature has almost been in a xtate of complete 
abeyance. 

The absenco at Constantinople of the European C . and the 
‘unsettled condition of the questions of a future Government oof puniab- 
ments, including contiscations, abd of indemnities, all subjects which have been 

auple final decision,” afford. 
expectation rather than netion being the ruling principle for 

Fach third or fourth day I have taken occasion to retnonstrate with Fuad 

Pusha on the delay occurring in th collection of the forced impost on Darnnscus, 
and in releasing ftom sequestration the propertios of certain Druses wi 
innocence had been satisfactorily established, as brought formally 
leney' notice by me on the Sth instant, and subsequently comi 
‘out Lordship by Lord Dufferin; but 1 iegret tw say that my efforts have not 
hithorto produced satisfactory result. So little ogunization exists in the 
various Goverument departments, that busines of overy class and character is 
conducted by Fuad Pasha und his personal Staff. ‘There being but few capable 
porrons mong the latter body, it becomes nearly impossible to carry on more 
than one mubjeetiof investigation or arrwagement at the same time, and hence 
the great delay which ie so frequently recurrit 

His Excellency promises. tht ts of repeated repre- 
entation will be arruiged. without foil, within « weck from the present time, 

1} returned yestenhiy afternoon trom: visit to the Mountain, sehere 1 Rnd 





tboen examining whether there wns any cause to anticipate disturbance on the 
removal of the French detachinents. I am happy to be able to assure your 
Kardship that 1 found the population tranqil and busily co:upied with th silk 
harvest ; 1 bave, therefore, no reason to fear any disturbauce of the public 
tranquillity. e et 





No, 154 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russelt. (Received June 
Shey of Lord J. Russel, (Received June 7,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 22, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I arrived, on the 
Lith tank at the Dardanelle in Her Majosty's ship “Melpomene,”* whence I 
proceeded to this place in the "Banshee," which his Excellency Sit Hom 

In my last despatches from Beyrout I had the honour to inform your Lord- 
ship that the Commision had prepared. two plate for the consideration of the 

uropean Representatives at Constantinople ; that ove plan introduced the 

Principle of a division of the Mountain into ‘several sepamte Kaimakatn 
‘under a Vali of Suida, while the other malted them, in the shape of circwinser| 
tions, under the jurisdiction of a ingle Christian Governor, not n ative of the 
Mountain s and I furthermore stated, that of thow two plins the firet wns the 
‘one to which foar out of five of the Commissioners gave the prefirence, the last 
hhaving been elaborated at the dictation af some of the Europenn Cabinet 

‘The question being, then, reduced to an issue dependent on considerations 
‘of general policy, 1 feel that my humble duties have found. their natural termi 
nation, and that tho subsequent conduct of the affair must retnain entirely in the 
‘hands of Her Majesty's Ambassador. Iwill be my duty to communionte to hie 
Excelleney all the information he may require, and to submit my opinions ta hi 
‘consideration whenever he may be good enough to ask for them, but 4 trust 
our Londslp wll alow mo to consider xy personal responsiblity nt ua end 

have, Ke. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 





No. 155. 


Sie H. Bubwer to Lord J. Russell {Received June 7.) 


(No. 362) 


My Lond, Constantinople, May 26, 1861 
y WITH ek 1s _sLardship's despatch No. 201 of the 7th stan, 
and the question a» to Aali Pasha's promise in respect to Said Boy's Mert 

uit 8 Justice to Aali Pasha, that an argument Taight be raed upon t 

‘Your Lordship onlered ime, there being 

r ; wore being at the moment the probability of 
Said Hey’ being imme exec tot Ut as tt pul tordeath in 

his manner. I requested, consequently, that the Bey's life alin a 
ali as immediately ordered be should not be executed “ites 
was told (for the question was not raised between Auli Pasha and mysclf) 
that his Highness had declared to the Prench Ambassador that he bad consideres! 
this promise simply relative to the moment; that I hod suid, "There te Sect 

Bey going to be executed ; seni directly to prevent this = and that his ncuron 
that the Bey’s death should be provested was ot to be taken in the reamal 
sense, but merely as applicable to the speaial tnoment Sine 
1 think, Jooking ax all the cireumtances, thit this it possible, and -not 
unlikely, hough the motter ws open to dlapate.” Ths cave in vestion, bower 
i me into further discussion, which I thought it unwino to. provoke 
‘unnecessarily, since, on my renewed pplication ax to an alteration’ ie ake 
rentence of death that had been passed. I received unmistikeatle he eases 
declaration that the capital punishment would not be carried inte ofa 


oD 


there~ 
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fore it became useless to go back to what had passed originally. 1 have thought 
it right, however, to do s0 now, since 1 might otherwise appear to countenance 
the belief that the Turkish Minister had told a deliberate falsehood, which I do 
pot think it would be consistent with his general character to assumne. 

‘What seems most probable, is that, whilst fully intending to save Said Bey’ 
life, Aali Pasha might have wished to save himself from the accusation of having 
positively protnised to do s0 prematurely, and therefore insisted upon the point 
that, when T made my first application, it was to prevent Said Bey’s immediate 
execution. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "H.-L, BULWER, 





No. 156, 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell. —(Reeeieed June 7.) 
(No, 379.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 

TIAVING agreed with the Fresich Ambassador that a preliminary 
sation thould take place between the Representatives previous to an. offical 
noeting with the Representative of the Porte, the Representatives met on the 
‘ot instant, and exchanged their opinions. 1 have no hesitation in saying that 
my own, after a delibernte consideration of the subject, are not entirely in 
ccordance with any yet pronounced. 

T consider a ative Governor liable to thowe objections) If he can make 
Uimself powerful, he will oppress every cet and party but his owns if be cannot, 
he will be without authority, nd in constant nnd belplem strife with internal 
foc, On the other hand, a Christian Governor not native, and residing in the 
Mountain, will probably want both friends and prestige, and ean only rely on 
tho Ottornan force outside the Mountain, which will not be under his control, 

By fr the moat, pectic and ‘sensible plan, in my opinion, js, to keep the 
separate parts of the Mountain district under their local jurisdietion, and to pat 
tium gederally under the Pasha nt Beyrout, who has alone any sort of power us 
to checking their Hvalries, and preventing the ennsequences of thelr animosities, 
‘At the same time, however, I should place by the Pasba's side some Christian 
funetionary ehurged with exercising & superintendence over the preservation of 
the Christan priviloges, meting nx intermedinto between the Christians and the 
Turkish Governor, and sanctioning oF refusing the intervention of Turkish 
troops into the Christian districts, In this manner the Local Government of 
the districts would be provided. for, and the wants, habits, and feclings of each 
locality attended to; whilst the General Goverament, under safeguards for 
Cristian interests, would bo that of the Porte, which Europe would bold 
responsible for its conduct, 

Notwithstanding, however, my feelings on this subject, it seemed to me 
etter, on many accounts, to adapt the last project of the Commissioners which 
fad had their united agent (if my colleagues were also willing to do so), than to 
citer into a contest fOr any ew project, howover much T might profor it. Thus, 
Mhilst T opened the Conference by a statement as to my personal opinions, 1 
Couctuded my remarks by observing that I was reudy to accept at once the 
Sixteen Articles of the Commissioners, providing they were novepted by the 
other Reprosentatives ax a wholes but hat T wos not willing to take any one 
Sentence or principle in them, and to consider that ox determined and adopted 
fecnuse it wos found in the general plan, and subsequently to discuss the other 
points of that plan as if they had not been equally determined 

'M. de Laralette took an opposite view ; he considered that we might at once 
settle that there should be one Christian Governor for the Mountain, but he was 
hot willing to take into account the fact that the Commissioners had 
that Governor should not be a native and removeable at pleasure. He desired, on 
the c that he should be named for life, be native and a Maronite, and 
‘only revocable with the concurrence of the Great Powers ; he held also. that he 
should have'n native army. He asserted, moreover, that the said: Governor 
Dught to chosen from the family of Sheba, but he added that he did not positively 
cconaider this a xine qu mon. 

It appeared to me that the pursuit of thon views would create ® tyrant in 





the Mountain, and a factions vassal out of it. ‘The Chief thus selected for life 
from a particular tribe and rite would easily domincer over = 
ot being removeable by the Porte, he would be, in 

it, and thus, whilst he oppressed without control within the circumference of his 
rule, beyond it a constant struggle would be going on botweea him and the 
Turkish fametionaries in his neighbourhood ; a situation in which he would be 
noes blige to nck some foreign protection 

conceived also, as I have said, that the project should be treated as entire, 
adopted. 

Baron Prokesch said that, acting aceording to hie instructions, he 1 


‘and be supported thi 

at least have some partizans he could rely on, and that it was not improbable 
that to guard himself against the rest, he would have to cultivate friendly 
relations with the Sultan’s Government. 

He did not, however, touch on the two points insisted on by M. de Lavas 
lette, namely. that this Maronite Governor should be named foe life, and have an 
independent army ; two conditions which evidently precluded the necessity of 
a — friendly relations with tho Ottoman Government to which the 

Prince Labanow objected to single native and Christian Prince, on much 
the same grounds as I did, He showed clenely, and with ability, that M. do 
Lavalotte, who had assorted that this was the immemorial usage in the Mountain, 
was in error, ‘Tho Shehabs thetnselves were of foreign extraction, and chosen 
originally because they were foreigners. The famous Emir Reshir, who professed 
himuolf a Turk at one time and a Christian at another, had merely derived his 
porer from the Port's favours and although by great crusty and grat ability be 
had prosorved order, the ability the had evinced di ce i 16 
nauk be bed eupayed wero ape pele cece atin 
Count Goltz said that he coold give no opinion for or agxinst a Maronite 
Governor, since he was waiting for instructions on that very point. He professed 
himself, notwithstanding, rather more fivourable to a Governor not « native 
than to a native Governor, but was in this case for having the nomination mado 
bby the Great Powers and the Porte, and not by the Porte alone, 

After this discussion we read the project of the Commissioners Article by 
Article, and found no diflicalty in agrocing to each Artiolo excopt Articlo 1, 
‘which contained the conditions that the Prince of the Mountain should not be a 
native, and that he should be removeable at pleasure, and that order ahould, in 
cate of necnity, be eintained by the Turkish force 

: ese questions, which in point of fact determine the condition of thy 
Princo both as tothe Porte and to the inhabitants of tho Mountain, M. do Lava: 
Jette's opinions and mine greatly differed, 1 cannot say that the other Representa. 
tives expensed any very decided opinions, but Lemarked that, Count Goltz 
feemed to favour th nati r wor Representatives 
iskshen anne native army, whilst the othor Representative 

project being read, however, a new question arose, T suggosted that 
having thus interchanged our own opinions, it would be desirable to be in official 
Frsession of the opinions of the Porte, and. to discuss with her Representative 
thors quetion we had just been discussing amongst ounces, 

‘M. do Lavalette objected. to this cour, and wns of opinion, as T stated in 
my telegram of the 22od instant, that the Representatives should first: decide 
by. majority on some’ pln, and then communi’ Weir opinion to the 


“This notion I confow appeared to me r 
u z ne equally inadmissible and extraordinary. 
What! the Conferences on this subject are established at Constantinople Beans 
it is the seat of the Turkish Government, and it is deemed especially advisable to 
wult with that Government concerning arrangements for its own territory; 
d then it a propaned ‘that the Represcutstives jould exclude from their 
discussions that very element which, by lishment of the Conferences 
imipeMe eee 
Generally, indeed, the intention, of the Conferences was not to prodace 
common understan eg sly among the foreign Representatives, but an wnani 
mous understanding between all parties concerned, inclading the ‘Turkish 





Government. Both the Turkish Commissioner: and tho ‘Tutkish Minister for 
are men of remarkable bility. Was it conciliatory, oF politi or 
0 up our minds without thorouslily understanding the ideas of these 

en, and at least listening to what they had to exy ? 

observed, then, that { thought such conduct would be disn 
Ottoman Governinent, and that Feould not consent to. it, but dee 
contrary, that we should have a mecting with Aali Pasha’ without delay 
Nhich, if we were unable to come to any agreement, we might refer to our several 
Governments. 

The Marquis de Lavalette observed that he quite understood I might wish 
the Porte’s Ropresontative to be present at any fatare meeting, became | knew 
hin already to bo of my: way of thinking 

T acknowledged st once that, according to Aali Pasha's language to mo, 1 
hud retson to suppose that tho Porte had insuperable objections to a mative 
Princo} that I xaw no reason, ifthe Porte were of the same opinion as myself 
on that sontter, why I should not in any general discussion, such as ought to 
take place, have the ndvantage of the coincidence; but that, independently of 
this, I considered it just to the Porte that the discussion shoold take place in 
common with her, and not, as it were, on one aide of her. 

The other Representatives. asked mo whether { had any objection to 
authorise them to state to their Govornments the opinion which the Porte, 
through Aali Pasha, had communicated to me, {said that 1 thonght i more 
fitting that the Porte should communicate its opinions ta us all collectively, than 
through any one of ux; but if I was called upon to state what lanuao Aalh 
Pasha had held to me, I should have no difficulty in doing s0, since he had not 
‘spoken confidentially, but openly in the presence of others, 

Te was then agreed that the Conferences should bo suspended till the 
Representatives had tiie to communicate with their respective Governments 

Finding that time: pasied way without anythitss farther taking: place, 1 
requested Aali Pasha to inform me Wht course he meant to pursue: whether he 
muant to convoke the: Representatives, or whether he was in favour of the 
separate Conferences continuing, Ali Paha said he wusquite to tho 
arrangement under contemplation being discussed separately, and that the Porte 
claimed to take part in the discussions upon it; tut that he had hoard that the 
French Ambawador would refisto to take part in such general discassion, and 
that he hesitated, therefore, about appointing a meeting. 

Told him that I could not conceive such a rofusaly but that, at all events, 
it was necessary to know how matters stood, since the Cominissioners could not 
bo kept here without anything being done in the affair for which thoy were 
summoned. 

‘Aali Prisha consequently saw tho French Ambassador, who finally'agreed to 
anttentl meeting which is fixed for to.morrow, Thursday. 

1 then saw Prince Labanow and Count Goltx. 

‘The former ntated to me that sineo the last meeting be could not may his 
‘own opinions had changed ; bot that his Gorornmont hed instructed him to 
support a native Prince, and that, therefore, he should do so when we 
noxt met, 

He then went into the question generally, saying that when opinions were 
wo divergent, it was necessary, if thitigs wre to be settled amicably, to sock 
‘some compromise, and that he thought af proposing that we should neree us to 
4 single Christian ruler, without specifying whether he should be n native or not, 
but leave tho Porte frve to decide, without restrition, on the person, whether 
native or not native, that she would nama. 

Ho wos ruther of opinion that the French Ambassador would accept this 
basis, providing it wax nzroed that the Prince selected should be a Cathoh, but 
hat ho thought himself there shoold be no restriction even on this point 

He went on to say that ho should decidedly object to a Shehiah, but that 
hho did not thiak thore would be the same objections to Yusef Keram, 

1 then saw Count Goltz. He said his Inst instructions were to support 
whatever view was taken by the Porte on the matter in debat 

T then hind & short converestion with the Marquis de Lavalette, the pith of 
whose observations: wns that he bad agreed to a general meeting: that he bad 10 
further objection to sveh roceting. it being understood that the Parte did not 
previously afiem that its views were irrevocably toed, 





I subsequently received your Lordships telogram of the 27th, and commue 
nicated its contents to Baron Prokesch and Aali Pasha, and also to Lord 
Daten, 

His Lordubip repeated his opinion already expressed, namely, that he 
belived no native Pridze could goreras be absareed the best Congest 
ben Turk wore it possible, and he soomed genorally to approve of my own view, 
Os stated atthe commencement of this despatch, Dut he declined to espres or 
opinion on the subject of the negotiation, considering that it was obt af he 
province hin functions having Gnished wit Mis las depute tro yor 

1 informed his Lordship in the fhiendly which pervades all our 
rsations that, in speaking to bim on what was gohng oe whir tase oa 
nogotiation, I'did not wish to Jessen my single responsibility, but simply to keup 
him perfectly informed, and to profit by his views, whon he: was disposed te 
ene 

1 now come to tho point of wtating what I think upon a general view of 
this affair, baving, in the meantime, submitted the existing stato of thugs to 
your Lordship. by tclegrom, 

If Her Majesty's Government deems that any cotpromise which would 
allow the French Government an excape from What T conceive to be the fhlse 
Position it has placed itself in, would bo advisable, then, as fur as the question 
of native and not vative is concemed, the proposal of Prince Labuno’ aon 
perhaps as ratisfactory ax any wo could obtain, if all the parties keep Grn in 
their presont attitude, and I think the Porte fs lo this inxtinco to be rel 
there would be Count Goltz, Aali Pasha, and myself in favour a Prince not 
anative; and asthe Porte would also be left to choose the 1 ince, abe would 
choose one in accordance with our conviction, 

There would, however, still be other questions; that of the Prince or 
Governor being removeable or not at the pleasure of the Porte, and ti 
force he should have at his disposal, whethce oative troops or Ottoman troops 

The solution of these questious would, however, greatly. depend ou the 
solation of the former one, 

So much in to be effected by continuing the Conferences here. On the 
other hand, if Hor Majesty’s Government Is of opinion that the Conferences had 
better be put an end to, there ivan easy mode of doing’ ao by ny stating, thot 
T can only continue them on the expres condition that the Governor should he 
chorea according to the plan of the Commissioners, that is, not from. the 
Mountain ; delivering in, a* your Lordship has advised, o note to that effect, 
which note should embody arguments on which my resolation would be 
unde 

My own view, I repeat, is that a Christian Governor, not native, and 
residing in the Mountain, would, probably, be in great ditfoulties ; and that a 
native Governor residing in the Mountain would be equally ether: without 
power oF, having power, would bo likely to exert it ina manner projudical to 
Toe peace tangy. 

Ta short, 1 think the looal rights of the districts will bost be protected by 
looal government, and the general government be best. proved or by. ie 
concentration at Saida, and connecting it with the Turkish authority, whieh 
‘alone has icient force and influence to mont divergent interest 

But at the same time J am also dis to think that all the Commis. 
siouors having agreed upon particular project, that project ought to have the 
preference over every other, if all the’ Represedtativer would withont, uns 
material alteration, accept it, 

T have, &e, 


(Signed) "HL 1. BULWER, 


No. 157 
‘The Seerctary t0 the Admiralty to Mr. Hommond—(Recrived June 7,) 


Admiralty, June 6, 186 
WITH reference to your letter of the 16th of May, I am commanded hy 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith, for the infor 
mation of Her Majesty's Sccretary of State for Foreign Afisrs, a copy of a lotier 
ie 
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from Vice-Admiral Martin, dated the 80th May, reporting generally on the 
state of affairs in Syria. 
Fam, Ke 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 


Inclosure in No. 187. 
Viee-Admiral Martin ta the Secretary to the Admivatty, 


My Lord, Liffey.” at Motta, Moy 30, 1961 
IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant, inclosing copy of u letter fi 
the Forvigis Office, with ite inclosures, from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, 
reporting that a Freach squadron will be stationed on the coast of Syria, and 
thut the Christian inhabitants. of that country am filled with dismay at the 
approaching departure of th , L havo the honour, at the invitation 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to offer the following observa- 

tions 

‘2, Tewas with regret that in August last T heard that Syria was to be 
occupied by.a French army, and as any apparent necomity for foreign inter- 
ference which may have previously existed hud then passed away, T hoped, until 
the disembarkation of the troops had taken place, that the threatened inter- 
ference would bo suspended 

8, When the outbreak in the previous spring occurred, Srin was nearly 
rained of trope, and those she had were unpaid and demoralized, whilst vile 


Pashas governed the Provinces of Damascus and Saida, 

4, On the arrival of Fund Pasha with a considerable force, and on a British 
squadron appearing on the coast, the massnores were stopped. Many fanction- 
‘arcs of high rank wore shot or degraded, and hundreds of persons were executed 
for the part they had taken in the outbreak; 


6. ‘From that time nothing has occurred to show that Fund Pasha had not 
the weans and the inclination to control the country. Still, ever since the 
arrival of tho French troops, French influence has been increasing and hax been 
exercised to discharge the Turkish Government; apd to dimininh its authority 
very effort hax been made by the French to provoke nd to exbibit » necessity 
for the continued presence of their nrmy ; and the longer its departure is delayed 
the greater will be the risk of disturbances consequent upon thelr inctinations, 
therefore think it very desirable that the foreign occupation should ease. 

‘Although I aun not froe from some anxiety as to the removal of the French 
army, yot Iam strongly inclined to the oplaion that it will not have an 
dimatrous offects, for I believe that much of the expressed alann is prompted 
‘and nasumed for political purposes. 

Moreover, a largo additional force of good troops has lately been sent from 
Constantinople to Syria, Turkish officials have, itis to be supposed, learnt from 
the fite of their predecessors, and by instevetions from their Governiment, that 
they can neither join in, nor éonnive nt, the murder and oppression of Christians 
with impunity. A large British naval force is on the cost, the moral effect of 
Which is great. An able Governor will rule the country ; the Christians are being 
reasiured, and the Druses, it is believed, are under the influence of good 
advisers. 

In conclusion, I would observe that I consider it of the utmost importance 
that Fuad Pasha should be supplied with funds in onder to indemnify, without 
further delay, those Christians who have been promised recompense. “This is a 
Theusure that would tend much to neutralize any schemes that may be working 
for the purpose of resting demonstrations on the part of the Christian inbabit 
Ants. [tis abo of exceeding consequence that the army be regularly and 
Aid, instead of letting it fall loto arrears for many months, which must soake it 
not only worthless, but dangerous, And T may be permitted to remark that the 
Sultan's Government should be made to, feel that if, with such motives as now 
exist 10 shaw that Turkey can govern Syria, she should fail to do so, it will 
be evidence the most conclusive that she is unequal to the task, 

“fhe squadron on the const of Syria is composed of the, “ Hannibal” 
Dearing the flag of Rear-Adinirel Mundy ; “* Renown,"" **Mfary” “ Ampbion, 


* Alacrity,” and “Foxhound,” to be joined by the “ Algiers,” ordered thither 
from Corfu, ‘The “ Melpomeno” has been temporarily withdrawn. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) F. W. MARTIN. 





No. 158. 
Lord Bloomfield to Lord J, Russell.—(Reevived June 


(No, 298.) 
My Lond, Fienna, June 6, 1861 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 283 of the 30th ultimo, Count 
cchberg has informed mo that an amendment proposed by the Prussian 
Ministor ut the Inst Conference at Constantinople on the affairs of Syria appeared 
to have been well received, and ho seemed to consider it nearly settled that the 
ssopmeme management of the affairs of that province will be vested io a Christinn 
Governor, not 1 tative of the Lebanon, to be selected by the Porte, and T may 
auld that his Excellency appeared satisfied at this ronult of the meeting, 
T asked him who would be his favourite candidate for the office in the 
event of the arras the Powers. Mo replied that 
had known when employed 
for be had 


L have, &. 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





No. 199, 


Mr. Grey to Lord J Russell, —(Received Jine 10.) 
(No, 87.) 
My Loni, Paria, dune 9 
1 WAITED on M. Thouvenel this morning, by ment, and executed 
the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch No. 4 of tho Sth instant, 
his Excellency’s absence from Paris having prevented my doing 0 before. 
[cated to Mf Thouvenel that the Commandane Cérts ad lately boca 
‘viiting various towns und villages in the Lebanon, endeavouring to obtain 
signatures to a petition in favour of a Shebab ; that he had in mont places failed 
in hie object, although he had teen furnished with a letter from the Freuch 
Consul, Count Bentivogtio, dated the 7th of May, and addressed to the votablos 
fof Aushect anid other villages. In this letter, I said, Count Bentivoglio informs 
the notables that the Commandant Cérés ix going on a special mission to their 
town and neighbourhood, baving the interest and welfare of the country for its 
object, and be requests them to receive hinn with all honour, and to Tisten to and 
fact upon all he wishes, agreeably to the desire of the illustrious Fronch Govern 
tent, ‘The above are the exact words which 1 translated into Frewh 
M. Thouvenel from a Memorandum T hed in my hand. 1 conctoded by wayinyg 
that T was instructed by your Lordship to protest, in the name of Her Majesty's 
‘against such interference on the part of Count Bentivoglio in the 


M. Thouvenel's first remark in answer was: «This i& very serious " (* Ceci 
cst trés grivo), He then went on to way that, immediately on hearing that 
these petitions were being circulated, he had written instructions in the most 
precise and decided terms both to Count Bentivoglio and General d’Hnutpout, 
forbidding them from giving any countenance to the cireulotion of such 
petitions. Nevertheless there was some excuse for them, as petitions in a 
Contrary sense had been hawked about (colportées") at the same time by 
Engtish agents. 





ot, I interrupted, -by ony official or by any conncct 
with Her Majesty's Gove 
This M. Thouveuel i and he also suid, frankly enough, that C 
Bentivo and that he would write t2 him on the subject 
Without delay oe 
Lhave, &e. 
Signed) W. G. GREY 





No. 160. 


Lord J. Russelt to Lord Dufferin 


1 HAVE reetived your Lor 0. 118 of the 
‘and 1 have to state to you, wove of your having left the 
future conduct of the Sys ‘of Her Majesty's Ambassad 
at Constantinople, ini urself to. the communication of information, nod 
the expresion of your opiaion ou such points ox may be referred to you by i 
the es p d to you by his 
Lamy, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL 





No. 161. 


Lord J, Russell 10 Sir H. Buber. 
aaa tusvell 0 Sir Hl. Buber. 
Sir, i 
Sin, Foreign Office, June 11, 1861 
| HAVE received your Excetlency's despatch No. 179 of the 29th ultimo, 
reporting what passe on. the Syrian question at a prelimlanry meeting of the 
Representatives of the Great Powers held onthe. 218 May, at Constantin 
and I have to state to you tbat Her Majesty's Government approve the language 
which you held in Conference upon that occasion = 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) J, RUSSBLL. 





No, 162 


Colonel Praser to Lord 5. Russell —(Reeeived June 13 
aos (Received June 13.) 
My Fa 3 Beyrout, Moy 29, 1861 
LATELY remarked » statement in a French newspaper, I believe * La 

Patri,” to the effeet that 288 Christians had been murdered ly Druses see the 
dato of Fuad Pasha’s arrival in Syria, and thet a docuient eoutaining minute 
ntatistoal details of each case had heen laid before the European Comuntasion at 
Beyrout ; copy having at the same time been traasinitted to Park 

While this statement continued to be limited to French newspapers I did 
not consider it necessary to notice it; but the allegation having beca referred ti 
in tho Rritish Parliament os a matter of fhet, during the discussion on & 
affairs of the 10th May, { feel it incumbent upon me to atate for your Lord 
information, that although continuously im Syrin during the period referred to, 
T have heard of no murders of Christians, although of many by them thee Lord 
Dafforin’s information, derived from a variety of sources, ae described in a 
despatch addrewed 10 your Lordship under date o€ February 24th of the 
PISSEHE eur, wu identical with iy own ; and finally, thot Fuad Pasha, the 
resident and only representative of the Commission at present in Beyrout, 
‘usures te that no such ivurders have occurred, and that no document descsiptive 
of thetn was ever Ind before the European Commission, 

Thinwe, 
Signed) "AL J FRASER. 








293 
No, 163. 
Colonel Fraser to Lord J. Russell — Received 


June 2, 


I HAVE the honour to inclose for 
despatches I bave lately addressed to Her Majesty's Amba 
nople; name ated May 25th, reporting that the Druses of the Meten 
district complain of the wholesale manner in which their trees are being cut 
down by order of the officer in command of the French detachment there: two 
of the 28th May and to.day's date respectively, announcing the preparutions for 
‘quitting, abd finally the departure of a portion of the French expeditionary corps; 
and one of today’s date, being a report of the effect produced ut. Deir- 
ol by the leaving of the French troops, and of tho measures 1 have 
Yentured to ndvise his Excellency Fund Pasha to adopt to reassure the Christians 
of the Mountain, and proveat their flocking to Beyrout. 

T have, te 
Signed) A. J. FRASER, 
Inclosure 1 in No, 163. 
Colonel Evaver to Sir H. Bulwer 
Beyrout, May 28, 18 

1 BEG to state, for your Excellency’s information, that repeated complaints 
have been made to me within the Inst two days by the Druses of the Meter 
district of Mount Lebanon, that their trees ate being eut down ina wholesale 
manner by order of the officer commanding the French detachment at Harn 
tnd to on extent quite unwarranted by any local detnand for timber to 
in the reconstruction of burned villages, The complainants state that they h 
no objcetion to offer against any Government order to this effect, which, when 
issued, they would themselves carry out by effecting an equitable distribution of 
the burden among the different pruprictors of trees, whilst the demand, ax 
exucted by tho French, is falling to a ruinous extent on certain individuals 
apparently without either the knowledge or sanction of Government. 

Having ascertained that such was, indeed, the ease, and fearing that 
attompts to levy tribute in favour of Christians patronized by detached ofticers 
would, under this system of club law, lead to retaliation on the dopurturo of 
the French troops, I desired the Druses to address their complaints to Fund 
Pasha, who immediately transmitted orders to Yousef Keram, administering thy 
Meter’ district, to proceed to the spot, and nt once put a stop to the arbitrary 
nets complained of 

"Tho near departure of the French troops from Syria will, howovor, put the 
most effectual stop to conduct of so irritating and dangerous a character 

T have, cs 
(Signed) ‘A. J. FRASER, 


Sir, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 


Colonel Fraser to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Beyrout, Mos 

1 HAVE the honour to state, for your Excelleney’s information, that Fun 

Pasha informed me yesterday that General de Beaufort had received, by the 

mail steamer which hid arrived that morning, is definitive instructions for the 
cebarkation of the French expeditionary corps 

His Excellency also read to ane, confidentially, the note addresed by 

M. Thouvenel to the Marquis de Lavalette, on the saxo subject, for communica- 

tion to the Porte. As this document differed in no very essential doyree from 

the account 1 had already received of if, sx described in ray despatoh of the 

nd a8 it will, without doubt, be in your Exoollenay's hands 








in exteaso long before this communication can reach Constantinople, it will not 
be necessary that T sbould make any farther reference to it. 

Tt now becomes my agreeable task to announce to your Excelleney the 
acrival thin morning of the first of tho steam.transports destined for the convey~ 
ance of tho French troops. I nm informed that the Artillery will embark an 
board of her this evening, und sctive preparotions for departure are miking by 
the remainder of the force 

A detachment of Chasseurs returned by sex. from Sidon two days ago, and 
‘a steamer proceeded to Torts, near ‘Tripoli, this morning, to embark 8 small 
party quartered ia that neightiourhood. 

“General de Benufort transmitted orders to all the outposts Inst evening, 
directing the return to head-quatters of the diferent detachments. Notice has 
also been served! on the various contractors that their services will oaly be 
required a few days longer. : 

‘Aw it is stated that the remaining transports due will arrive here with a 
sufficient supply of coal: for the return voyage, there ix good reuson to believe 
that no delay will take phice, and that the evactation will be completed by the 
Sth of Ju 

Tn the meantime, sinoe news of the certain and near departure of the expe- 
dition tas spread to Deirel-Kamar and other French gurrtsons, the Christians 
of there plices loudly proclaim their determination to abandon’ their villages, 
tod fall back upon Beyrout with the French troops. 

‘That there exists well-founded ground for uncasinoss in the breasts of roany 
‘of thor I do not doubt, as they have in too many instances availed themselves 
of the immunity from punishment they enjayed in districts gurrisoned by Freach 
{uoops to attack aod wolest their Druse neighbours in numberless ways, 28 already 
repeatedly brought under your Excellency’s notice by Lord Dufferin, Such 
pervonh, catimating the probable conduct of others by the rule which guided 
their own, now naturally fear that, being about to loro tho, shelter under ‘which 
thoy hitherto porpetratod erimos with nyponity, their late victims will be likely 
to call them to a. rigorous account for thelr past misdeeds, 

T fool quite assured, however, that no real ground extats to anticlgate any 

rious wots of ratatintion on the part of the Drises—(for the abmence of petty 
attempts of this sort T would aot vouch)—who ate beld perfectly in hand by the 
Ottoman authorities 
do not doubt, therefore, thst when these Christians find their outery fails 
in securing, on the one hand, the continuance among thew of troops in Whose 

ce they can contmavenc the law, and oppose their own authorities with 
impanity y and that, on the other, the Government of the country ix both able 
ani ready to-afford ‘ther efficient protection, they will quietly return to their 
villages and ordinary vecupations, should they, indeed, ever go so far as to quit 
thom, notwithstanding any noixy saseverations to the contrary they may think it 
necessary oF becoming to utter in the meantime 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "A. J. FRASER. 


Inclosure 8 in No, 163. 
Colonet Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Si Beyrout, June 2, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for your Excellency's information, that the 
French troops are actively employed in effecting their embarkation, the concen- 
tmation at Beyrout of the various detachments having almost beea couupleted, 

On tho Y0th ultimo the Artillery sailed for Marseilles, and large quantities 
of provisions and other stores have since then been shipped: 800 Chasseurs 
embarked this morning, to be followed by 400 Infantry of the Line in the course 
of the evening, and by the Zouaves to-morrow. 

One line-ofsbatile ship, without guns, and Gtted ax a transport, together 
with an ordinary transport aro taking these troops on board 

It is stated that two lino-of-battio ships, without out to arrive 


suuler Viee-Adiiral Chopart, to embark the remaiailer of the farce and that 
in default of these, there ure four disposable steamships of the squadron which 





for the purpose. There is, therefare, every prospect that 
completed on, oF at the furthest within a day oF two after, 


and the French officers wero present, last evening, at a 
er given by Fund Pasha, which passed off satisfactorily.’ ‘The 
Feneral remarked, in the course of his speech, that the expeiition regretted 
much leaving Syria, ax they did not fsel that the object for which they had enue 
bbad been accomplished, and full security insured for the Christians ; that, having 
received the Emperor's orders to embark, he had but to obey, ani! could one 
trust that Fuad Pasha, with whom bis personal relations had been vory ngrecable, 

would be able to prevent the recurrence of further disastar, 
M. de Beavfort subsequently intimated to his Excellency that he himself 

slid not expect to leave Syria before the th instar 
T have, fe. 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER 


Inclosure 4 in No. 163. 
Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer, 


it, Beyrout, June 


ON the 28th ultimo 1 ad the honour to atatey for your Exo 
‘nation, that on the news of the immediate departure of tho French garriawe 
reaching Deitel outposts, the Christian inhabitants of 
those places had snnoanced their intention to abandon their villages, and fall 
Luack upon Beyrout with the retiring troops 
So soon as I learned that orders hd been transmitted to. Doin-el-Kamar 
for the actual tuarch of the detachments, I proceeded townrds that village, and 
an the way I met eeveral partics of men, women, and children who wore Svoving 
Deyrout in advance of the French troops. Imtopped dne party after nnother 
s why they abandoned their homes ; they replied that the Fronch troop were 
ng, and that they dil not fol safe with Turkish soldiers, who were lougued with 
the Druises nguinst thom s they felt obliged to go to Beyrout for safety. I assured 
them that Omer Pasha would afford to all efficient protection} that he would 
Fpalde in thei village ; that Fund Pasha fad forbidden a angle Dros to approach 
Deieel-Karnar on any pretence whatever, and hd authorised fifty monet that 
tillage to be formed into an armed police corps placed under the seers of one 
cof the principal Christians for ite protection. I fold them I had boea throws 
all that part of Lebanoa but a fow days before, that I know 
aod that 1 fiemly believed there was no real reason for (oar, without which cone 
tion would on no connideration advise them to stay: but all in vanes 
myself to remain with thet at Deisel-Karmar, abd to make their safely iy 
personal care; bat this also they dectined. I thea naked what wore the iain. 
Vous to thet that danger existed; they replied that a Druso had held Ome 
Pasha's horse when he came to Deir-elsKamar,a sign that the Druses nad Tock 
that several sbiots hod been fired in the Druso village of Belenor, 
5 tien that they were glad the French were going and that some 
‘Turkish soldiers had attempted to speak to their women ull reasons 1 tail, 
in themselves, even’ were they true, which 1 doubted, that. I. felt thoy tad not 
exposed their real motives; and T'was conéemed in this belief by.a man who 
length gaining an-wudience, desiring the people not to listen 
to me, but to continue their march. Further’ conversation whled to the impres. 
that the persons leaving were chiefly camp follawore and others who hid no 
fixed interests in Deitel-Kamar, but had subsisted prinoipally as langers-on ot 
the French troops, whose fortunen they wens, therefore, dlapos to flaw ws fe 
sas they could, 
ne of the inhabitants of Deir<l-Kamur were said to havo thrown aveay 
sommpleted silk harvest: but I have the greatest doubts on the subjeos 
hing of the kind did occur, U imagine that bat a few handfuls of ose 
«or slkworu were purpossly destroyed, in onler to farsish specious evidence for 
cat that people were fying for thelr Hives. With no desire to put. an 
able interpretation ‘upon such assertions, T can in no other Lana 
xplain to myself the pretended fact that poor people should throw: weay 
peypient exevons, whune value would have been an important itom to them after 





the past year of disasters, while many of the richer people ro ou the spat 


» rate, and at a place where 
tant he wd for the completion of the Ghee ao 
In addition, in none of the Christian villages right and left of # Aabinieitont 

y return to Beyrout I learn that tho Colonel commanding 


plenty of food could be bs 


nee 
French troops at Bteddin and Deir-el- nt circular tothe Cl 
Of the diffeunt villages in that neighbourhood to intimate his depart 
bid them ndiow 3 ros 

Dn their @ologates coming to wish him farewell, and a 
‘ would be al, be replied. be could not tell—n 


hought they Vin atabr 
peso ly it might be entertained, has by no means te ded th 


however fai 


nd that the Maronite Bidbope Tobia snd. Bats, an privately 
gs the Christians of districts in which they pomeas influence, to come al 
calling Oe crs while at the same, tone. they tact public ‘eters tothe 
sllages; dancitg | quietly at homo, and to trust to. the 
villages, desiring ‘the people to remain quiet st, tut to 
benevolence of the Ottoman Government. Thoy are to-day holding meetings 
At the house of the fore, fr the purone of jaducing the les fo an 
tition demanding from the Subline Porte « Shebab ruler for the Lebanon i 
tho. person of Emir Medjid a4 the condition of the retara to thet lage of 
the prople, rome of whom have gone so far as to intimate tha le Mount 
mmivet now either belong to tho Maronites or to the Turks, in which 
the Maronites will not inhabit it. er ee 
*° "Twicn W-day sone ‘of those Chrintian notables, who were about to 7a 
1a visit previously to returning to their villages, have been detained by ne 
Inoue. peat, od forbidden to bel aay communion wil te, the 
intention to return homeward having come to the eare of the reveren) 


Novortheless one of two principal Christians, wo hare crud be infhuer “ 
have already returned to the Mountain yesterday wftornoon, for the purpose of 
combating Influence that may be exerted to induce au her eg ode 
ignorant peasantry, ‘That the emigration, so far as it hos yes ee 
probably to between 200 and 300 souls, has been at ant mn sth td 
doubt whatever, excepting in. the instance of the camp-followers above alludd 
to, whn havo no motive fr retaining ater the departure the troops why 
supported them, Equally lite reason can, Tce for doubting thatthe move 
ment is exited with the double object of showing that, = he op AS 
Hehaitant thal sole sfty was tobe found in the continued prs of French 

plore eneral de Beoufort, for the 

ment 

din the familly of the Shebal : on 

Stato goo ground exit for prxent alr, Il all conned, a 
that nove ia manifested where exraneoteinacnces rw pot brought tobe 

the people, is clearly demonstrated by the fact that, while oe o big ee 

sent tlocking in from Deireel-Ramar, » nearly equal number have, 

same time, and of thet own accord, let heyrout for Damascus, | 

"The portion of Lebanon where these movements are being excited, 
garrisoned by about 4,000 good troops, of whow i lance ht ae a 
Fprrepentd persoonl inspection, “Thee present Commander, Omer a 
‘roan of intelligence and ar. tes bes poy ——— ees oe 14 

MaPamount 3 between 12,000. and 13,000, forming i all 16,000 to 1700 
effectives; force amply sufficient, in the haods of such » man as Fuad Pasha, 
to socure the most complete internal tennquillity. ee a 

Tought here to explain that the Returns show a total of about 28,000 in 
Syria; but from the best private information have been able see 
ing sick ‘and othor non.lfectives, and allowing for the usual incoretne of 
‘Turkish Returns, the real effective foree of the country may fairly be 


The military foros a therefore ample, and if only paid with enything approach. 
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ing to moderate regularity, will, I conceive, be found equal to any calls likely 
to be made upon it. When it is borne in mind that, in addition to the Ottoman 
land-forces, there remains anchored off the coast a Hleet of five sail of the line 
and four other vessels, under Admiral de Tinan, and of three sail of the line and 
five other vessels, under Admiral Mundy. both equally available for either 
Protective or for evercive purposes, as may be required, 1 trust your Excelle 
will not consider that Tam over sanguine when I say that 1 see no reason 
‘rhatever to anticipate any grave disturbunee of the public peace. In the mean= 
time, as a precautionary measure intended to meet the attempt made to excite 
agitation and alarm in the Mountain, Fuad Pasha has reesived the principal men 
of property belonging to Deir-el-Kamar, nnd has informed them he is willing to 
accede to any reasonable proposals they may make to him with a view to 
ensuring the peace and safty of their tow 

In order to afford a certainty that an experienced officer, with a suflicicnt 
force, will always be at that spot, he has ordered Omer Pasha to remove his 
hhead-quarters from Mokhtara to Deir-el-Kamar, He has also issued, us above 
stated, a proclamation forbidding Druses, under any pretence whatever, to enter 
the precincts of the town, and has established a local police of fifty armed 
Christians, under the orders of their principal men, as aa additional xafeguard 

Ax attempts are still being made, however, to induce the population of the 
interior to fly to the coast, aa though menaced by some impending calamity, and 
fearing that these might reault in producing w real panio attoug the more dete 
or more ill-informed inhabitants, T have ‘orged Fund Pasha to show himself 
the Mountain without delay, and first at thove points where the agitation appears 
(nfeetions. 

‘The prestige of his Excellency's name among all classes, arising from the 
extensive powers he is known to possess and the firmness with which he has 
shown he can occasionally wield them, will, I foo! assured, exert both a reprossive 
and a tranguillizing influence, 

His Excellency bax considered it well to accept my proposal, and has 
consented to start to-day for Deir-el-Kamar, accompanied by mysel 

1 feel, therefore, every hope that I shall shortly bo able to report to your 
Excellency that an agitation, of which highly-exnzgorated accounts will, I doubt 
hot, be transmitted to Europe by to-morrow's mail, has been completely thwarted 

ind brought ton harmless termination. In the meantime, it only remains for 
tue to bespealt your Excellency's indulgence for the hasty form of this commis 
nication, caused by the numeroux demauds upon my time for interviews with all 
clasts of pervs and by the nocosity for competing thewe remarks previon to 
my harried journey to the Mountain, in ordor that thoy may be transuitted ta 
Constantinople by the mall, which starts in a fow hours. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signod) A. J. FRASER, 

P.S—3 rox, Thad hardly terminated the above lines, when Fuad Pasha 
sent an Aide-de-oamp to inform me he had changed his mind, and would only 
eave for the Mountain in two days once, os he had received information froth 
his own officers that no danger extsted 

Perfectly aware of this myself, and equally so that highly-coloured reports 
would be tmnsmitted to France by to-morrow's mail descriptive of the panic 
which had arisen in Syria simultaneously with the departure of the French troops, 
and ominous of another not distant moassacre, 1 conceived it of the utmoat 
importance that these communications should not be able to add that Fund 
Pasha was sitting in Reyrout, unaware or indifferent to the terrors of the people, 
1 ventured, therefore, agaia to represent forcibly to his Excellency how easy it 
‘would be for him to defeat the intention of all such reports, verbally current het 
in some circles, and, by the display of w little vigorous action, enforce the additi 
however unpalateable to the authors of such reports, that Fund Pasha was at 
least on the spot, and prepared to meet any emergency that could possibly arise 

His Excellency: bas been able to appreciate tho advantage of preventing the 
existence in Europe, even for a day, much less for the week between the mails, 
of false impressions on the state of Syrin at this critical moment. { am happy 
to add that he has therefore consented to adhere to the original plan, and will 
Ieave with me for Deit-el-Kamar this afternoon, and retura on the ath instant, 

after three days’ tour throuzh the Mountain 





aG 





No. 164. 


Coneul-Generai Moore to Lord J. Russell. —(Received June 13.) 


(No. 5) 
My Lord, Beyrout, June 1, 1361. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose copies of my despatches of the 28th ultimo 
and of tho Ist instant to his Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer. 

V beg also to report the arrival of four more French transports which are 
now engaged in embarking tnlitary stores 

Outposts continue to arrive in town, 

o Thave, & 
(Signed) N, MOORE. 


Inclowure 1 in No. 164. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bubeer. 


Sin, Beyront, Moy 28, 1961. 


1 HAVE the honour to report the arrival this morning of the first French 
tranport to embark the anny of occupation. Some Geile ware ak ce 
conveyed to the wharf, preparatory to being ent on: board 

‘On Sunday lit the French troops stationed at Tyre and Sidon arrived here 
and orders have been transmitted to the different localities in the Lebanon, 
recalling the troops to Beyrout. 

‘Ahmet Pusha has just sont to tell me that he has received intelligence that 
it is the intention of the inhabitants of Deir-el-Kamee to accompany, en mar 
the Fronch troops to Beyrout, on their withdrawal from that town. iis Exce!- 
lency desited my friendly co-operation to induce the inhabitants to remain, and 
saked my opinion as to the means 1 considered most likely to attain that object. 
T suggested that himself and Fuad Pasha should send for the leading people of 
Deirel-Kamat, and speak to thom in kind and reassuring terms; 1 further 
suggested that Omer Pasha, who is favourably viewed by the Christinns, should 
bw instructed to take up his quarters in the town with a body of picked men. and 
to interdict the entry of Druses into the town for the present, as the occasional 
presence af Druses there has always created irritation and colliso 

T intend also to speak to tho most influential among the people of De 
Kamar, recommending them to remain, especially as they are now settled with 
some degree of comfort in their homes. 
children, would produce most unfavouruble effect on the Christian popal 
in this neighbourhood, So large a number, besides, would further encumber 
this alroady over-crowded town, 

‘The Medical Committeo hore have lately found it necessary to recommend 
the removal of many of the Damascus Christians, among whom the typhus fever 
was raging, in consequence of the overcrowded state of their dweltings, and GOO 

have been accordingly conveyed to Tripoli and Latakin 

What has greatly tended to alla the far of the Christians on luring the 
approaching departare of the French troops, is the knowledge that an English 
‘aid French fleet will remain o0 this station, and act in concert for the preserva 
tion of publie trang scale 

N. MOORE. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 164. 


Consul-Generol Moore to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Beyrout, June 1, 1861 
WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour to 


report that numbers of Christians have come in to Beyroot from ditferent parts 
of tho Mixed districts, abandoning their silkecrops, now an the eve of being 
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gathered, notwithstanding the measures for reassuring the Christians taken by 
the Turkish authorities in order to prevent emigration. f 

A portion of the inhabitants of Deir-cl-Kamar have arrived, and are, itis 
understood, to be followed by the rest. 

A deputation of notables, on the part of the people of Deir-el-Kamar, called 
upon Count Bentivoglio and ‘upon me, yesterday, for the purpose of solicit 
that an English and a French Agent might be dispatched from the two Cousu- 
lates to Deit-el-Kamar, as nothing short of such a measure would, according 10 
them, effectually reassure the inhabitants snd keep them at their homes. Count 
Bentivoglio, they informed me, bad promised them that he would go up in person 
on Monday next, and on his departure would leave an Agent amongst thot. 

Istated to the deputation that I saw no necessity for such a measure, and 
was of opinion that a much better way of mecting their wishos would be, that 
Abmet Pasha should go to Deir-el-Kamar, xgrecably with the readiness he bad 
already expressed to do so, and T asked them whether that would not have the 
desired effect 

‘They replied, that they thought it would. 

J accordingly suggested to Ahmet Pasha the expediency of his proceeding 
to the place 

His Excellency said that he would consult with Fuad Pasha on the subject 

Tam to-day informed that Fuad Pasha will proceed in person to the Moun 
tain in a few days, 

1 house of General Beaufort ix frequently surrounded by crowds of Chris: 
tians, mostly women, who wail and sing their funeral xonge under his windows. 
Freobe Mabometans re disposed to be insolent to the Christians nd tothe 

‘reach troops, notwithstanding geoeral injunctions to the poptilace on the part 
o€ tho Turklh satbortis to Keep quiet may onc of thet struck a French 

iopkeeper n savere blow ; he was at once arrested and imprisoned, which, it is 
to bo hoped, will prove a warning to others. 

| beg leave to incloso translation of a despatch 1 have received from Vi 
Consul Abela, reporting the departure af the Freoch detachin 
and what occurred o0 the occasion. 

T hav 
N. MOORE, 


Tnclarure 3 in No. 164 


Viice-Connul Abela to Consuls General Moore. 
(Translation,) 
5 Sidon, May 28, 1861 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that about hulfpast 1 v.a¢ the Captain 
of the French tro on bere invited my colleagues and tnyself, and redd 
tous a by General Beaufort in which he directs hiw to 
repair to Beyrout with all his troops, to return to France in. coupl 
conlers arrived by the steamer of youterday, ‘The General in the 
directs him to give the Christians to understand that they are not to be alarmed 
or feel sorry at this event, because a formidable naval farce, both Pronch as well 
as of other Pawers, will arrive before the departure. of the French troaps, 
Femain on the station along the whole sea-bourd to watch over and protect the 
population, which, in ease of need, will discuahark troops to prevent or to repress 
any disorder ; that in case of disorder the French forces will return hero pot to 
leave again: the Christians mast mot forget that France protects them and will 
always protect them. He would therefore exhort every Christian nut to abandon 
bis domicile, but rather that all should be occupied ‘with their crops and business, 
{in full confidence that France and all Europe watch with true solicitude for 
their protection. 

Fire Freoch troops wll kare to-morrow foe Besrout and to-day they an 
cabarking their effects and material, Notwithstanding the above promises on 
the part of the Captain, the news occasioned grent fear in the hearts of all 
the Christians. Who knows what effect it will also make in the Mountain ! 

Itake the liberty to request you, Sir, to be pleased to take in consideration 
the present circumstances of tho change of the course of things. so that shiould 
it be deemed needful, a man-of-war may be sent here to tranguillize the public 
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mind until order shall be permanently established after the expiration of the 


French occupation, 
ones Lhave, 2: 
ed) J. ABELA 





Consul Rogers to Lord J. Russell. —(Received June 13.) 
(No. 10. 
My Lord, Damascus, May 30, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, copy of 
my ddespateh dated the 27th instant, abd addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at the Sublime Porte, being a short report on my first impressions with respect 
to the affairs of this Pashalic. 

Uhave, to, 
(Signed) E. T. ROGERS. 


Inclosure in No. 165. 
Coneul Rogers to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Damascus, May 27, 1861. 

| HAVE the honour to state to your Exeellency that since my arrival here, 

on tho Sind instant, my time has been occupied in receiving and returning 

jerefore, yet had time to gain wufficwot insight into 

tho state of the city to be able to make m full report. I will venture, however, 

to trouble your Excollency with my tint impressions, and of the result of my 
‘convorsations with various residents here, officials and others. 

‘The spirit of Mahometon fanaticism seems to have been cowed by the 
energetic measures adopted by his Excellency Fuad Pasha, The majority of the 
Mussulinans I have seen bitterly lament to ie the sad events which occurred 
here Inst summer; they seem, in their own interest, to perceive the folly of ach 

nd whatever influctice were brought to bear upon them, they would 
fot consent to a recurrence of the 

Up to the present thine, nothing has been published as to tho system on 
whieh the fine for the indemnity of the Christians for their losses is to be 
levied ; it is, however, understood that it is to bo assessed on the rents of houses 
wad lands, whereas the Moslems with whom I have spoken consider that if it 

fere collected! ts a poll-tax on the residents, according to their raok and 
‘it would be much more just, and, at the same time, more remune- 
rative, 

The tule of Damascus is naturally at a standstill, owing to the unsettled 
‘tate of affairr—residents purchase only absolute necessaries. ‘The trode ia silk 
and other manofuctares wat chiefly in the hands of the Christions, aud it is 
therefore almost at an end for the present ; there has, however, been an evident 
improvement within the last few day», owing to the beginning of harvest, the 
payment of a portion of tho Government liabilities, as reported to your Excel 
loney ia. Mr. Acting Consul Wrench's despateh of the {Sth instant, nad the 
return of many of the Christians from Beyrout, ‘This latter is, of course, m very 
importunt feature. 

‘The harvest is happily very plentiful this year, and although not quite #0 
auch land has been under cultivation as usual, the yield will probably far exceed 
the usual erpp of the whole In some places where the barvest has conuinenced, 
the weed has returned forty and even fifty fold, The orchards, vineyards, and 
olive groves also promise woll, and there is, consequently, good ground for the 
hope that the. severe lorees experienced by the peasantry and others this year 
will be in m great measure compensated for by this inl Ulessing, and 
that, with proper management, another year or two of similar harvest would 
suffice to remove all tences of those mad events 

4 was this morning informed by his Excelleacy the Seraskier Halim Pasha, 
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that in all probability tis Excellency Fuad Pasha will not think of coming to 
Damascus until after the evacuation of the country by the French troops. 

I must beg your Excellency’s indulgence in regard to this my report, lest 
fariher experience should lead me to alter my opinions, 

Tn conclosion I have th to state that T feel it to be my duty to 
bear testimony to the a which Mr. Wrench has acted in this 
Consulate from the time of the departure of Mr. Brant until my arrival at ty 
post, during a time when, owing to the excited and unsettled state of the country, 
the duties were naturally most arduous 

T must not presume to say miore than this, as your Excellency has had 
‘cans, from the contents of Mr. Wrench's despatches, of judi 

etoan's capabilities, 


(Bigned) 





No. 166. 
Commul Blunt to Lord J, Russell — (Received June 14,) 


(Telegraphic) Smyrna, June 14, 1681. 

THE embarkation of the French army of occupation ix proceeding mpidly, 
and with perfcet tranquillity. Up to this afternoon 4,000 men have embarko 
and the greater part of them gone. It is expected that by to-morrow evening 
the whole force will have embarked. I hear that General Houtpoul and his Statf 
remain for the preseat 





No. 167, 


Fuad Pasha to M. Mesurus—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by M. Mururus, 
June 17) 
M, Ambassadeur, Beyrout, te ® Juin, 1861 

LE corps expéditionnaire Frangais a dgh commencé & évacuor la Syria, et 
Jes détachements éparpillés en quelques. endroits de la Montagno sont arrivés & 
Beyrout pour sembanquer, On a tout fait pour faire descondro de In Montagne 
les Chritions qui xe trouvent dans les endroits occupés par les détachements 
Frangais, soux lo prétexte qu’ & pas de confi séourité et en In 
t ys npris Je départ des Frangais, Co mouvement, qu’on a 
préparé comme le résultat Pune panique, n'a ou aucun effet. Quelques hommes 
de basso condition soat venus jusqu’a’ Beyrout ; leur nombre ne monte pas 
plus de 180 individus, et ils commencent déjh a retourner dans lours villages 

La Mission Impériale négligé pour disiper toutes les fiusses 
inquidtudes quian a voulu népandre dans la Montagne ; des déclarations, dont je 
Yous cnvoie copies ci-jolutes, furent distribudes pour montrer 4 tous In ferine 
yolonté da Gouvernement pour maintenir Vordro; ot je pare. tnolandnte 
aujount’hui pour Ia Montagne pour faire une petite tournée dans le but de faire 
voir Vactivité et In. vigil r ploie toujours, et de mettre des 
garnisons Ottomnancs aux endroits reatés vacants par Jo départ des Francais, 
Rien ainsi ne donne e e sur Iétat général do la Syrie qui joult de 
a plus grande tranquillité et sécurité. L'état de Damas est aussi bien satin 
fhivant ; les Décrots sur la contiibution fore furent promulgués sans qu'aucune 
plainte soit manifestée, et In prvlavement se fait sans nulle ditioulte, 

‘Comune nos adversaires, qui cherchent 4 trouver des armies pour combattry 
Yavis da Gouvernement aur la tranquillité qui rhgue dans lo pays, aurai 
chorohd dans Je mouvement quills oot voulu erder, mais quills n'y ont pas réus 
de nouveaux arguments poor metro en doute Jo maintien de lordre on § 
j'ai rouln vous donner ccs nouvellex pour faire disparate ti 


‘ywon ne manqucra pas peut-ttre do népande en Burope 
{ rez, M. Ambassadeur, tel usuge que vous jugerez convenable de 
te evinmunteation 


Agréen, &e. 
(Signé) FUAD. 


+H 








No, 168 


Gonrut Rogers to Lord J. Rusvell. (Received June 20,) 


(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Dems, June 1, 1861 


T HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship tot in aildition to the 
proclamations alluded to in my despatch No. 11 of this day's date, another has 
‘een communicated to me, being a notice of the departure of the French troop 
and at the same time, an annesty, stating that a fresh outbreak, of which a 
party or individual may be guilty, will be severely punished. ‘This notification 
was received without any exeitement bein 

Moreover, the Christians of this city bav ng to-day, and have 
drawn up-a petition addressed to. bis ey Fuad Pasha, in which they bes 
that the Mabometans of that quarter ealled the Medan aay be exempted 
from the payment of the fine imposed upon the inhabitants, and propose that in 
case of the Government not consenting to account for the Meidan share of the 
fine, a sum equivalent to it be deducted from the indemnity duc to themselves. 

‘This is ooturally a very encouraging feature in the affairs of thin city. It is 
to my mind a proof that the Christians, when uninfluenced by thoso whose 
intotest it is to promote disscusivn, are satisfied that the Government has been, 
and is still, doing all its powor to render them justice. It is also 2 proof of their 
recognition of the assistance afforded them by some of the principal Mab 
of tho city, independent of the exertions of his Highness the Emit Abd-el-Kader 
‘mad above oll it ia proof that it is not their intention to emigrate from the 
country as bas been stated. 

‘The price of grain has decreased amazingly within the last three days ; 
there ie mors money in elrculation; und in every respect I am happy to be able 
to may that the prospects for the future are brightening 

Thave, kc. 
(Signed) E. T. ROGERS, 


No, 169. 


Consul Rogers to Lord J, Russell—(Received June 20.) 
(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Damascus, June 3, 1861 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 12, I have the honour to state that 
sovernl persons of influence here have been endeavouring to dissuade ti 
Christians from forwarding the petition for the e: Mahometans of 
the Meidan, in consequence of which some of them havo refused te sige it, 
T have had an interview with my Russian colleague, who expressed 
catire satinfuction at the xtep which the Christians had thought well to take 
Auoricnn and Bolginn Consular Agents are among its opponents 
T should add, are both natives of the co 
T have, therefore, comrmunieated of the memorialists, to who I 
expressed my approval of their petition ; and they answered mo tha 
ave becun ity they intend to forward it, whatever number of th 
may be induced to refuse their assent; that of the stall number of Christians 
resident in Damascus, fifty-seven’ heads of principal famities have already 
igned it, that about twenty more have promised, that to-day it will 
Boyront for signature there, and that in the courye of a few days it will be 
presented to his Excellency Pisad Pasb 
T have, se 
‘Signed! ET. ROGERS 
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Colonel Fraser to Lord J, Russell. —(Receive 


Ueyrovt, Je 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excelleney's information, 

of despatches which I have this da Jto Her Mi a 
y addressed to Her Majesty's Atmbastot at 
the Porte by Her Majesty's ship "Melpomene,” proceoding ‘to join Lord 
Dufferin is ben pees cae ea 
I have, &e, 
(Signed) "A! J, PRASER 


ee 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 170, 
Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, June 7, 1861 

IN continuation of my despatch of the 2nd instant, in which T endeavoured 
to describe the simulated emigration then taking place from Mount Leber 
with the causes which prompted it 

we the honour further to state, for your Excellency's information, that 
Fund Pasha, in falfilment of his engagement with me to that ffect, jrocee 
to Deirel-Kamar on the 2od instant, whilst 1, ax previously arranged, alvo 
snined that part of the Mountain by a somewhat different route 

At Deir-cl-Kamar his Excellency met the principal inhabitants, none of 
whom, so for as I ar aware, lind yet deserted the place, those who hind hithort 
accompanied the Fronch troops to Beyrout belonging chiefly to. the lower 
mnks i 

‘They made three principal demands of Fuad Pasha :—First, the punishment 
of the Druses: secondly, the payment of their lovset: and thirdly, protection 
for the future; accompanying the tat demand with bitter complaints of the 
conduct of the Turkish teoops last year in their hour of need. 

Fond Pasha replied that it was not his fault that the Druses had not. been 
long ago punished, but that of the foreign Powers, who had not Wen able to 
come to an agreement on the subject; yet, though the panishinents had boon 
delayed they would weverthele shortly be aflited. With ry 
demand, he stated that money having’ heeu received from Constantinople — 
the Mufti who was its bearer hnd overtaken his Excollency at Deir-ol-Katnar— 
he would now commence the payment of their Indemnitien And for the tied, 
he had an ample foree, on which he could depend, to ensure the pouce of 

ountry 3 and tbat to secure this end he would not coase to take every precautionary 
meas might be suggested to hit. 

The Maul of tho interview was, that the iuhabitants of Deir-<l-Kamae 
expressed themselros willing to romain in their villages, and await the fulfilment 
Of the abore-mentioncd utocne bapsasy pty te 

At their requost I had a confidential interview with them the same evening, 

sibich they exprosed strongly theit dissatisfaction at the delay in the Druse 
puvishments. 

Without communication with Fund Pasha, I used to therm, it appeared, 
pretty much the sate language that his Excellency had done, rominditig: then 

Several of the European Powers, commiserating their misfortunes, hac at 
‘once hastened to theit relief, each equally desirous of affording them heh» ; wut 
as unfortunately differences of opinion had arisen as to tho manner in. which 
the most effectual aid could be given, much time had unavoidably been fost in 
endeavouring to reconcile these. I gaye them to understand that the dolay 
from these causes was likely to cease shortly, and that in all probability punish, 
ments awarded to the Druses would he announced in a few days. 1 felt autho- 
rized to say 0, inasmuch as I believed that the Mufti, who hind passed on to 
Fuad Pasha in advance of me, had been the bearer of th final deciston regarding 
the Druse prisoners 

1 mentioned to them that I knew that 12,500,000 pisstres had arrived with 
tho Mafti from Constantinople, and that a portion would be applied in settle 
ment of the indemnity due to them. 





With regard to their want of confidence in the Turkish troops, and. the 
horrible manner in which they stated those troops bad behaved towards them 
last year, I assured them 1 fully believed that, under the vigorous administration 
of Fuad Pasha, and Omer Pasha commanding in the Mountain, they bad no 
reason to fear, and that sufficient protection would be giveo them, whether 
fgainst Druses or Moslems. ‘They said they felt reassured to hear this. 

‘They then stated that there had been some idea of a French Consular 
Agent being. se ind perhaps an English one also, and wished to know 
uy opinion on the subject 

Tinformed them that my opinion was decidedly against a Consular Ageat 
of any Power whatever being placed with them, ‘They were subjects of the 
Porte, and could therefore neither be punished nor protected by the Agent o 
any othor Power; that they must not suppose this matter would terminate with 
tho appointment of one Agent alone, as all the Great Powers would equally 
demand to place one among them should France do eo that the other towns of 
Zavlob, Jezzin, Hasbeyo, Se, would, equally with themselves, cluim this privileze 

‘thoy had already seen how difficult it was even for the superior Agents of 
meu of high intelligence and forbearance, to come to a prompt and 
inutual understanding in their affairs, they might jades whot their position would 
bbe when thelr interests—even if this were permitted by Fund Pasha, which was 
tat unlikely—were placed in the hands of a multitude of uneducated native 
Agents. There would arise unceasing disputes between those peesous and local 
Ottoman authorities, he Agents having too little woight of charcter oF position 
‘effectually to aid the people, but a eufficient desire to interfere in all that did or 
id nat concern them, as to excite perpetual disputes and jealousics between the 
inhabitante and their immediate Governors, which would result in placing the 
Christian population in a wore position than ever. It was my opinion they 
oul and would be better aided by the suporior authorities of the Great Powers 
at Beyrout, who Voth the ah i T added 
that If they would cousult among then il make their wants known to 
Fuad Pasha by petition, I would myself be willing to afford any reasonable help 
towards improving or sccuring their positon, 2 

"They thanked me for my advice, and promised to abide by it, declining the 
residence of Consular Agents among them. 

T have dwelt upon tho state of affhire and of feeling at Deirvel-Kamuar, 
inasmuch aa it hud been the alleged centre of the exodus mid to be taking place 
from Mount Lebanon, in consequence of the withdrawal of the Fronch troops. 
‘The principal inbabitanta did not quit the place ; those who did were, 
in a former despatch, cither campfollowers of persons without any regular 
means of livelihood, who had been induced to accompany the French troops as 

istration. Numbers have alroady returned and are daily retum- 
ynar; Tam not pre 
do not prefer the French troops, from whom they have received many 
benefits, to the Ottomun soldiers. It ie not easy for them to forget 
romories of last year; but this Tan say, that as they have no choice in the 
matter they are willing to remain passive, to hope that all will go well under the 
pices of the Turkish guerison, aud to hide what the future may have in store 
thean 

Having only retu 
being anxious to take advantage of the” Melpomenc’s departure to-day far the 
Dardanelles, I have oot had an opportunity of conversing with Fuad Pasha, 
who returned to Beytout two days ago, on the subject of the later incidents of 
his tour. But during the flest two days he sufficiently assured himself that no 
alarm existed in the Mountain but what had beon artificially and with premedi~ 
lation excited, and nacertained that 90 e distant 
parts of the Mountain, had loft thelr vill le priests, 
{the purpose of showing th hat they Were now as steadily 
returning. 

My own experience during this tour has been early identical. Oa miy 
way into the Mountain T met several parties of villagers marching to Beyroat, 
led by their priests, On inqoiring the object of their journey, they said their 
liven were threatened hy the Turkish soldiers (and this from villagers eur Wbod 
1 sobiers ate stationed) and the Druses, that theie crops are destroyed, and 
thet, therefore, they cannot stay ja the Mountain, Yet these persons have been 
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living in their howes without molestation for some months past, havi 
French or Turkish troops near them. I told them per re pale 
2 Pasha, who was not in Beyrout ; that if they would accompany me to his 
{Beelleney, 1 would undertake that those against whom they could substantite 
the shacgre just made, whether Druses or soldiers, sbould be punished in. the 
ost exemplary manner. They replied, “Wo won't go; we don't wont Fund 
gue are going fo Beyrout,” and so the priest marched them off again, 
tose Rs Ta Brcellency to bear with me while T wention one instance more 
ilustrative ofthe nature of this movement. When near Deircl-Kamar, | over. 
oka prict and a party of peasants returning, from Beyrout to thet villa. of 
Manser. 1 know the village and people well—-priest included, Only fortnight 
ago L had visited this place for the seeoud time, when they informed toe at 
ivate mesting af Christians only, that they lived on good term with, the 
Pest ith whom they had got on wel, even during the wars but thatthe 
ee" at Sidon would not afford them any sss 
although he had th pel other villages, as considering the fre nly foot on 
h the Druses, he looked: on them rather in the 
Yet Learned from owe of 
priest who 
ishop But 
headed by 


to 
parent hope that 1 might 
‘one of his people, who 
ne proceedings as above stated, 
to add that nearly all the French troops bein, 
pantomime has pretty well come to an pe | 
returning othr vag andthe onary equi <M: He ae 
+ the harvest, whether of silk, cor, or nllves, protines to be th 
son corn, or nlives, prominos to be the largest 
Koown for thirty yours it is probable that the whole population will soon be 
employed ins way mote profitable for their own interests than his beet the 
ee hith thove among them who have visited Beyrout during. the past 
__Uhave, fe 
(Signed) "AL J. FRASER. 
eS ES 


Inclosure 2 in No, 170. 


Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer 
Sir, 


Beyrowt, June 7, 1861. 
lenoy the following painful 


requested Fund Pasha to publish a general order 
troops in Syria, warning them. that the departure of 
hand, when the sole guardianship of tho country 
troops, any breach of discipline, 

of in any way maltresting or alarming tho 

ith the most exemplary vigour. His Exc. 

iit he had duly published such an order to the 

gent terms. 





armed Turkish soldiers, and that those of the inhabitants to whotn the event had 
become known were in a state of stent excitement 

Your Excellency may conceive with what feelings I learned #0 lamentable 
an occurrence, than which no enemy coold have invented a better confirmation 
of all that had been alleged uzainst the Sultan's Government and troops, and of 
the fature in atore for the Christians of Syria under such pratection: 

There appeared to me under the circumstances no other course to adopt 
bat to insure that the punishinent of yo unprovoked an oatrage should be speedy 

id sigual, therefore altered toy course, rode at once to Mokhtara, and 

the circumstances, as they had been repeated to me by a trustworthy 
informant, before Fund Pashs 

His Excellency, while expressing regret, to my great pain and surpriso 
seemed inclined to treat the event as of an accidental and exceptional nator 
which would be sufficiently punished by flogging the culprits. I felt constrained 
to take quite a difforent view, which I endeavoured to state in respeetful but wamis- 
takeable terms, T pointed to the want of discipline it displayed ia the troops 
themselves, who could thus calmly set m general ordee on this subject, and just 
read to them, at defiance ; to the alarm already spreading in the stall cite 
where the event was yet known, bat which was too likely to increase; to th 
hhandlo which would be made of such an event by the enemies of the Porto, and the 
necessity that therefore existed for the eritne and 
known in Beyrout simultaneously, ere unfric 


down with a strong hand a commencement of crime which might lead no one 
koow whither, and for assuring the population of that protection from the 
‘Turkish nuthorities they would undoubtedly find elsewhere, if need were, My 
‘arguments had not the influence 1 1 ve hoped and even expected ; but 
hin Excellency deputed Otner Pasha to inquire into the ease, authorizing him ta 
Inflict-« corporat punishment if the etme Were proved. 

Omer Pusha was much more decided than his Excellency, ant gave his 
‘opinion that the culprits should be shot without delay, if the cnse were proved 
‘against them, mentioning the disgrace it brought on- the Ottoman arins before 
the French troups and the world, as well ox the real alarm sueh an oceurrence 
must produce among the women who were leaving Deirsel-Kamar with the 
French detachment, from their alleged fear of finding themselves in the hands 
of the Turkish soldiers 

Fund Pasha was mounting his horse for Jezzin, and refused to give authority 

wry out a capital punishment. Disappointed by the manner in which his 
Excellency took up a0 serious an occurrence, I stated that I would dischars 
my own duty by ropeating in writing what I had now said verbally, and that 1 
would retum to Abeib, where the prisoners hnd been arrested, with Omer Pasha, 
and await the result of the trial, 

[did v0, Fuad Pasha contiouing bis tour. ‘The trial proved that a party of 
two old soldiers and a reornit, marching from Abeih to Ainth, had reen a young, 
irl of fifteen or nixteen, carrying water to her father, who was employed in 
mending tho road running between Deir-el-Kamar und Beyrovt, The two old 
foldiers agreed to seine ond ravish the git when. she came past them. ‘The 
reeruit, alarmed, refused to join thew, and felt. ‘They did seize her as she passed 
thom, purbed her down, takiog her by the throat, and tearing her clothes off, 
crammed the rags in her niouth. Marks, as the girl alleges, of theie bayonets, 
but it may have been of their finger-nails, were visible on her throat, but the 
wore at the time armed with fire-locks and bayonets. ‘They were attempting to 
violate hee, when alarmed by an accidental passer-by, who rusbied to the girl's 
reson, they fled to Ainib, There the Christin man who bad parsued them, in 

ting to reach the officer to make a complaint, was beaten with a stick by 
‘roldier of that detachment, and obliged to fly. For this attack the soldier in 
question was subsequently flozsed. 

‘The recruit gave evidence against the prisoners, and they themselves 
eventually confessed their ‘Tho Court and Omer Pashia were of opinion 
that 80 gro. an outenee all the circumstances, deserved death, and Omer 
Pasha wrote to Fuad Pasha recommending this penalty. I formed the same 
opinion, and believing that it was abvolutely necesary for maintaining the 
eonfidence of the people ia the good intentinas of their rulers, yet fering a0 
hesitation oF refimal on the part of Fuad Pasha, L wrote to bim at the time the 

i} letter 
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The next evening the messenger brought back from Si 

4 " ager brought back from Sidon a confirmation 
the sentence proposed by Omer Pasa, andthe sentence saa manent ot 
ty the two culprits being shot in presence of the gurison and populatan ot 
Ate avoided apie ter athe ‘esecution in the Court, as T desired 
atthe ps ould be, oF if not should appear, a spontaneous act on the 
Fart of the Turkish authorities. Omer Pusha addressed the treopa, aie ms 
ati that every such breach of discipline, bringing disgrace on the Sultan's name 
stould be punished with equal rigour; and turning to the Druso and Clristay 
Population, assured them that be would allow them to be molested by macnn 
Nit should either dare to break the peaoo towards the other, he would day nk 


them in the same summary fashion. The foot prod in 
both troops and inhabitants, the Itt ing t sacl tere 


fo thirty years in Mouat Lebanon, 


ter saying they have seen nothing like this 


r¥es encouragement 
Tam obliged to write this stateme 

eho og lie 0 write this statement in grat ast, in 

occurrence from other sours 


In conclusion, T would bes Rs 
: 1 T would bespeak your Excellency's indulgence should 1 see 
to have taken upon mysols greater rpounblty dan aos ae new acm 
warranted in assuming; but the circumstances’ of this ocotey =] 
that the slightest hesitation or weakness may lead to irreparable 
fatal to the inhabitants and to the Ottoman Government, TI 
may fool at Fiberty to extend an indulge 
have adopted on this occasion, I have, &c. 


nodr to necompas 
unwilling: your Excellency should hear of tho 


(Signed) A. J. FRASER 
——{ 


Inclosure 3 in No, 170. 


Colonel Frater to Fuad Pasha 
lation.) 


Bxcellency, ABcib, in Mount Lebanon, Ju 
Abi, in Mount Lebanon, June 4, 1861 

1 HAD this morning to oall your attention to a report which, had) esol 
se Hf th out attention to a report which had reached 
tus two hours previoualy a Delr-l-Ramar, of aa saul commited ors ena 
Bit ear her village of Ain Tlie by they Turki oldie, beng, n 
much Td been shocked by soe an event, eer, ey eteEY how 
uch Th been shocked by such an event, ooourring sit dil nen ting on 
{ was exerting myself to calm the fear expresed to me tho evening here ee 
the inhabitants of Deirl-Kamnar, who sce themelves at the depart or 
rench troops left fo the protection of those Turkish soldiers whe year yon 
cruelly filed in their duty towards thom, and also to rekindle in thelr heat? 
the confidence that the Ottoman forces would, under the aurpieas of sear eennt 
lene. afford them a complete and satiety protection 2 aye 
happattt Excellency responded tomy demand and to the gravity of an eveut 
twppening dariog an important crisis in the afte of the country by dopsting 
Pasha to nuke a rigorous nnd summary inquiry on the spot ne 
ary has jost coved, and am infornied by Omiee Pasha: that aery geet 
smal, with au accidentally foal attropt at type, bas been inconsesanye 
proved, und that ia the opinion of the eourtmartial tne tw out 
peered ad that the pin martial the two guilty men shoot 
soont ae y¥if come tothe same eonelusion, aot oly Because the chavtae 
nt x merited, but that a ceessry example may bo given tothe arn 

proof afforded £0 the alarmed population that the Goverment porceare 
the will thaa the power to extead to them an ftijece ee aed 
‘Your Excellency considers this erent, ! ' 
morning, as “un fit holds” but T reate 
a contrary light * 
During the’ pelt Year ths Ot 
degree by 1 Fine of conduct 


nd a 


use YOUr OWN Expression of this 
being obliged to rogund it in. quite 


8 army signalized itself to an unheardof 
compromising that the Christians of Syria lost all 





‘confidence in it, and the European Powers considered it requisite to. meet the 
hecessities of the ease by’a foreign occupation. During this occupation the 
Ottoma fhas been, and still is; on its trial 

T had hoped that’ under your Excellency’s guidance a new era would. be 
inaugurated, and the public confidence restored ; but if, at the moment of the 
‘ovacuation of the foreign forces, when the guardianship of the people is about to 
be reconfided to the ‘Turkish’ troops, they are to make their ddbut assole 
protectors of the country by the ‘commission of crimes, past experience will 
Cause these to bo regarded rather as the significant commencement of anew 

es than as isolated facts rarely to be renewed. 

T deem it, therefore, my.duty, and. the best service | can render to the 
Ottoman Government itself, to require of your Execlleacy that a severe example 
Le made in this case, in order that the soldiers may understand, once for all, 
that they most answer for such crimes with their lives, and that the inhabitants 
may feel that the protection they seek ftom foreign Powers, and which, in case 
‘of need, ennnot be denied, will be fully nosorded them by the Government of the 
Sultan 

"This letter will be carried by the messenger who hears the « 
court-martial assembled to-day in this garrison, and I shall have the honour to 
rvait, at Abeih, your Excelleney's final decision, 

Receive, Be. 


(Signed) A J. FRASER 
a ee 
Inclomure 4 in No 17 


Colonel Frazer to Omer Pasha. 
(Translation) 
General, Abvih, June 6, 1861 
BEFORE, leaving Abeib, I conceive ft my duty to thank you, not less in 
amy own name thon in that of Hor Majesty's Government, for the prompt and 
truly soldier-like manner in which you carried out the military execution which 
took place yesterday evening. 
‘ou way rely upon it that, by acting thus severely and promptly aguinst 
© honour of their arm and the security of the inha- 
bitante of the country entrusted to their protection, you have cousulted the bost 
interests of the Goverament of His Majesty the Sultan ; and in adding to this 
public example the words of warning to thone who shuuld hereafter disturb the 
Public tranquillity, which you addressed to tho soldiers und to the inhabitants 
Rencrally, whether Droses or Christians, you havo taken the most efficacious 
Freana foe preveating a renewal of such disastrous events in the future, That 
wach may be the result is my toost fervent prayer. 
ve, &e, 


Gigned) "A. J. FRASER 


those who lightly exteem the 


Inclosure 5 in No. 170. 
Colonel Fruser to Sir H: Bulwer 
Beyrout, June 7, 1861 


I HAVE. the honour to report, far your Excellency's information, that the 
hole of the French troops have now sailed from Beyrout, with the exception of 
About 1,300 men. ‘The greater portion of these will embark, to-morrow, with 
General Duerot, on board the * St. Louis" line-of-battle ship, and the remainder 
will follow immediately i other vessels. 

Tein believed that General de Beaufort will embark on the 9th instant. 

‘The embarkation has been conducted with perfect ordor,and without excite 
ment or accident of any kind. 

regret that time will not permit of my entering into further detail on the 
present occasion, as the “Melpomenc” is, I find, aboot to sail immediately for 
the Dardanelles. 


Sir, 


L have, &e 
goed) A. J. FRAS 
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Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell (Received June 2 
(No, 412.) es ape 
My as a Constantinople, June 12, 1861 
espatch No, 379 of the 29th of May left the Syrian question in 
ats xy left the Syrian question in this 
‘The difference which had existed between M. de Lavalet 
7 existed between M. de Lavalette and myself as to 
Aali Pasha being present at all foture Conferences (the Freuch -Aiubassadoe 
contending that the Representatives should first determine, by a majority, the 
opinions of the Great Powors, and’ then enforce those opinions on tho Porte: 
‘on the contrary, contending tht the Representative of the Porte should 
in commen wth oust, all th questions whic nd tobe decided by com 
accord) was settled in my favour, und a general meeting was to take place a 
Aal Paha's house on the following dy whys 
ith respect to a native Governor, the Russian Minister had received onder 
to change tis oduct, and. support the view of the French Aubasadar: okich 
view be hd hither opposed He seamed inclined, propose a 
course which I was not tndisposed to accept, vit that af leaving tho Porte to 
decide whether the selection should be from without or within the Mountain. 
Count Goltz, on tho other hand, bad given the finally to understand that he 
should oppose a na rermor s but on the morning of tho meeting. this 
intention was absndoned, and the Count then told me that ho had just received 
instructions to act in an opposite sense, and declare that he had no objections 
to such a Governor ; whilst Prince Labanow didnot soem disposed to tuiake the 
Proposition he had criginally suggested 
der these not very fhvourable auspices, the discussion commenced b 
Aali Pasha’s observing. that, for his own part, the second plan of tho Commie. 
Noners (that is, the one we were about to examine) was not the one which 
the Porte considered the best, or for the suecess of, which it wns disposed to be 
responsible; that the previous project, dividing Mouut Lebanon inito Kalo. 
kamics and connecting these Kaimakatnies with the Governmont at Beyrout 
scemel to be she most proce ode of arrangement ad tha, conse 
he only entered into the considerution of the sceond project, that ‘of placing. th 
he understood, such plan was generally preferred 
he sated atthe tet a the Parte, i adopting mn singe Chr ie 
rernor, was tit disposed to have w native of the country, uF ¥o to constitute 
the office to creat therby a new quns-inepeadet Principality : 
will not fatigue ‘your Lordship by ing to recapitulate the various 
uments of the different speakers in the discussion that followed, and in which 
sustained Aali Pasha. ‘The first result, however, was to show that neith 
Ottoman Minister nor myself meant to be beaten ; and when the French Arbus 
sar laid great atrs upon the majority who supported his view, I stated th 
could in no wise give way to that majority; and. that, if it was attompted to 
press its opinions beyond a certain longth, I feared that the Conferences inight 
be conser ave, sce I should retire tom them 
‘ount Goltz then brought forward the proposal to which Prince Labano 
had originally allodeds Se 
M. de Lavaletto as instantly rejected it 
The Count then proposed that though, in the first instanoe, the choice 
the Governor might be left to the Parte, it should, after a certain period, be 
‘agreed that a native Governor should be nasned : 
This 1, in my tur, rejected: and in the genetal conversation that ensued, 
the quetion ast the Fesavablity ofthe Governor was Nout, some contend 
ing that he should be named for life, othors for term of Years, Kc, all holdin 
= for a term of Years, &Kc., all holding 
that ie should not be too much exposed to the risk of abrupt and unjust 
1 observed that if the appointment wns left to the Porto, f 
; was loft to the Porte, I would advise an 
appintiwent for three years abject, however, {0 rewoval for any serious 
ali Pasha instantly adopted this idles, adding—"'Th 
iy his idea, adding—"'Tho Governor should 
be chosen, by the Porte, named for three years aid not enaniataiat a 
judgment 
1K 





alo 


int Goltz then made an emended proposition in this sense. But M, de 
Lavalette said that it was impossible for him to consent to a compromise, whic 
was in fet no compromise at all; that in giving the Porte the power to nam 
the Governor, he knew that he gave it the power to exclude a native from being 
Govotnon, a power which it would be cortain to use; and he quoted with som 
‘warmth and ability the opinions of his Government, the opiaions of my collengucs, 
and_lastly, the opinions of Lord Stratford de Redoliffe, against the views I now 
professed 

T maintained, on the other band, that whatever might be the 
Frunce in Syria, the interest of Grent Britain was not less than h 

interest of the Porte grenter than that of the two put together 
instance Great Britain and the Porte coincided ; that as to my colleagues, their 
‘sentiments, under ordinary cirvamstances, would be entitled to great weight, but 
that it was to be remembered, under the present circumstances, that the Commis. 
sioncrs of Russia and Prussia, the gentlemen whose local knowledge it was to be 
presumed should influence the Russian and Prussian Goyeensnents, had entertained 
viows similar to my own, and that tho Rusvian and Prussian Ministors had but 
recently —not in consequence of new facts, but in consequence of new insteuc~ 
tions, changed theirs: nnd that it could hardly be said that such « change at 
the last hour was to weigh heavily upon a deliberate decision. That with respect. 
to former facts, traditions, and dexpatches, I had nothing to do; and that indeed, 
looking at the past, it seomed. merely to furnish a record of a tyranny or a 
disorder which no old traditions or despatches could support. ‘That the appoiat- 
ment of the Commission was a new erm; that the object of that Cosmas 
‘Wn to create a now and better state of things, aot to perpetuate a bad and an 
‘ancient one, and that my principal object in desiring to provent a native Governor 
‘oid particular community from exercising absolute powor over the warious sects 
| the Mountain wan precisaly nimed wt destroying that provious state of things 
in which T saw much to deplore, and little to support. 

‘Mz Lavalette became less absolute ax the debate continued, and it scemed at 
Inst evident that any proposal which offered a fair escape from the lino he lind 
hitherto taken would not be regretted by him 

‘The proposal that, at the end of three years, the question ox to a native 
Govenoe should be. reconsidered in reference to & new appointment was then 
tmnde by the Prussian Minister with the view of affording this ewapo: and after 
some apparent difliculty, M, de Lavalette consented to subst it to his Govern 
went, guarding himvelt against any pledge that it would L 

i was not fhyournble, I confess, to thus concentrating a future discussion 
on the one polnt of uitive or Hon-tative—first, because it. was adjouruing 
rather than settling the question which had been so much contested; and 
secondly, because by selecting that one subject for reconsideration, it fixed 
attention upon it, aad at ence exaggerated its importance, and was likely to 
ceroats, during’ the interval, a strong party agolnst tho Governor momentarily 
established, 

But, an the other band, all the other Representatives supported this 
suggestion; Aali Pasha did not strongly oppose it; it gave in the first instance a 
triumph to our views, which the selection. of a good Governor might, by 
Justifying, perpetuate; thoro was an absolute necemity of coming to some 
conofusion. France hod yiolded so much from hee first position tbat it appeared 
to me difficult to obtain from her further concessions; and lastly, it wos likely 
that as a native would not be ow chosen, the further regulations we had to fix 
Would be made subordinate to the preseat selection, which it would thus becume 
more difficult to alter. 

Teonsequently at last assented to aubmit the proposition to your Lantship 
which is: contained in my telegram of the Bist ultimo, making » similar reserro 
to that taken by my French colleazue, 

‘The second conference took place last Thursday, when the Representatives 
hhad ull received: permission to accept that proponition, and as the result of that 
meeting nnd a subsequent one which took place on the exeaing of the 9th, we 
finally agreed to the Réglement or Plan of Constitution which your Lordship 
will find herewith annexed, and which ix farther elucidated by a shart Protocol. 

This Plan of Constitution places the Mountain under the government of a 
Christian of the highest Turkish rank (Musbir) named by the Sultan and 
removeable by the Porte, but appointed for three yeare; such functionary will 
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aad hi, Sovereign. the power to appoint the principal suborinae 
unctionaries withia his province. Stich appointments, however, arc roguleted 
by certain conditions, and tho Mushir or head of a disirict must bo chosen them, 
the class or rite of the most numerous sect within that distrer 
ic oN, Governor wil have a local police consisting af about 1,500 men under 
{is onder and he wil Have the power of summoning to hi id the Turkish 
This office gives bim the execativo power, the power of maintaining ord 
and public safety throughout the Mountain, the right of levying the aces, ad 
jrominating, as I have said, on his own responsibility, but uader powers derived 
Foor A Sultan, all the administrative agente; and as, though holding his place 
Tiana Shltan's pleasure, itis agreed that ho should not be displaced exert ax 
he result of a sent 0 t H6 post is a very hi 
si haan seutevee passed on him for misconduct, che post i very high 
eis not stated whether he is tobe a. native’ oF riot, but it jv k 1 
{understood that he will not bo a native; neither is any rule laid down ns to: Ii 
i» Catholic, but I is likely he wil beso. "us Mit down na to hie 
Joven tt Porte, by the fact of having the selection of the individual who tx to:bo 
(Governor, retains a certain authority over the Goveriment. ‘This, tn. thot, 
the aes authority it does retain, but such authority is by no means ines 
‘Tho dominant rites are favoured by the Mudirs in cach district being taken 
tecemsarily from their body, but, on the other hand, the minorities ate protected 
tye ec haere i nue, tin Sully represented in the Distt 
‘ouncils or Medjlises, and by the Provincial Medjlis belng composed on ara 
rane cme " incial Medjlis being composed on a simular 
framed a nection between the diferent powers in this Government, in ft, 
framed with tuch ingenuity 
‘The Governor names his subordinates without reference to the Porte, but 
he is himself named by the Porte. His yy be the effect of 
individual with general rule 
Chief of the district chosets from’ that 
wjorty des not name him, and secondly, 
y ® Council in which the minority we 


overcomplicating, 
hay 


msiderately, I think we 
ter tha wht we have done npn it 
view of the French, all along, fine ten to 
take an independent at in the Lebanon under ® Maroaite. For this 
purpose it propowd a Maronite Chief of what It consider 
fiunily ; it would have bad hita named for I 
of the Great Powers, and supported by a native army. 

Tee idea S Her Majesty's Government hus been, on the contrary, to 
prevent. the exclusive domination of any particular act, and to kecy, the 
Mountain, though govered locally accondlug wo its pocalirites, lignes 
wages, under the central control of the sovereign authority, 

We entered into the discussion of this subject, ax { have alrendy pointed 

under great disalvnntager: the occupation by the French troops, the 
cxoitemeat feared at their departure, and a more favourable disposition’ en the 
fart of the other Powers to the notions of ‘France than to Out notions, mene all 
cn paves Al pect £0 8 native Prince, especially, wo stood ‘lone. f 

sak, hovers it will be ‘acknow tedeed ae the matter bas terminated upon the 

whole favourably to our opinions and Tmny add thot Ihave had the retin, 
of being condlly thank by Aa Pasha forthe hue share bed teas 
alt 

In the later disevssions the main point contested by the Froneh Ambassador 
was the cemupation of tl y the Ottoman troops, which he averted 

te the positive occupation of the country. 

1 differed entirely from this assertion: It was undoubtedly proper to 
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prevent Turkish troops being so stationed in the heart of the country as to 
interfere with the independent action of the Local Government, and shock the 
feelings of the inhabitants; to this I quite agreed : but the protection of the 
great roads which traverse the country and communicate between the different 
parts of the Empire, especially between Beyrout and Damascus, was evidently a 
‘measure of Imperial right and policy. 

Moreover, T considered, and stated that 1 held it in the highest degree 
unjust to make the Ottoman Government responsible for the peace of the 
Mountain, and at the same time to deny it the fair and honest means of vindi- 
cating its responsibility and discharging the task imposed on it; the more 
‘eapecially as no other force existed, or could be formed for nome time to come, 
capable of discharging the daties for which the Ottoman troops were required 

‘The interests of commerce, of free circulation, wore also all connected with 
the security of the communications between the coast and the interior, and_ as 
wwe had to look to the Porte for such security it seemed to me absurd to. object 
to tho only possible mode in which whe could provide for it. 

‘My arguments on this subject ot Inst provailed. The Ottoman troops will 
ovcupy their present position along the great roads until a new order of things 
‘and trcquillity are ostablished, nnd it is subsequently understood that tho 
Ottoman Government shall, by means of a small but sufticient foree posted. in 
‘a muitable position, maintain permanently for itself and others. and against all 
accidents or interruptions, the free passage between Damascus and Beyrout 

Another point concerning which I deomed it oxential to provide was, the 
abuso which, without some necessary restrictions, might be mado of the engage 

ats of the Porte to furnish such funds in the administration of the Lebsnon as 
the taxes there did not supply. 

T thought it essential, in the first place, to fix a certain point up to which the 
intornal taxation might be carried, and, in the next, to 
gninst extraordinary expenses to which she had not given hee assent, and for 
Which there might not be any necessity. 

Your Lordship will find in Article 16 the precautions which were. taken 
con thia subject 

T have, however, to observe that in the beat of the discussion one fact 
‘oxcaped iy attention, viz., the manner in which the police bas been augmented 
in this projevt over and above the figure fixed in the project of the Comm 
sioners, whilst the amount of taxation to be levied is the same, 60 that upon » 
calculation I am almost induced to fear that the police alone will consume more 
than two-thirds of the revenue, 1 had some conversation with Anli Paste 
yesterday on this polot, in which he said that he also saw that we h 
sufficiently considered the increase of the police in reference to the taxation ; and 
he alao agreed with ine in one oF two points of the French réaction which bad 
been deawa up by M.de Lavalette, and which 1 think might be improved 
‘Aali was to see the French Ambassador on the subject ; but I shall not know in 
time for this day's post what be deters 

T have only to add, aa a general observation throughout the discussion 
brought to # close, that the Austrian Representative, though maintaining the 
views of France ax to a native Prince, and favouring necessarily the Catholic 

a, showed on tho whole a fair disposition to maintain the rights of the 


"Tho Russian acted evidently throughout under restraint, and though his 
own wishes would, I think, have been, ns woll as those of his Commissioner, 
especially dirveted’ towards the interests of the Orthodox Greek population, 
iy belle ie that ho wax under atriet orders not to come to any serious difference 
With the French Ambassador. 

Prussian Minister showed, as usual, a general disposition to go with 

colleague, and wavered, as is usual with Prussian diplomatists 

where any decisive course was to be adopted: but I should jadge that he had 
beet told to cooeiliate differences where he could, and I think he did this. 

With Anli Pasha’s chamcter your Lordship is acquainted. He requires 
support, and if Chad not been able, in accordance with your Lordabi 
to ive hits mich support, be could not and woukl not possibly have resisted the 
demands, however contrary to his views, which were somewhat ituperiously at 
times urged upon him, 

With respect to the divisions in the Mountalo, they are pretty neatly 
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= counselled. From the addition made to the Kurab, a 
Terk on the ovast, wus, at my proposal, excepted, and also n certain 
i. promised that the Porte would, by a Viziril letter, 
tract of land a ted neighbourhood of Zablé to those Christians who wo 
come and settle there, ‘This land will not be included in the dispositions of 
Id on” these xubjects, except to expross the hoy 
filled the daty imposed on tie by ‘to Her 


(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 171, 


and the Representatives of the Five Powers at 4 
Conference hel ut Pera, June 9, 1861, 


PROTOCOLE adopté par tn Porte et lex Repitéeentants dex Cinq” Grados 
Puisances d la suite Tentente laquelle a do ; 
examen du projet de Réglement daboré par une ¢ 
pour In réoganisation du Litan, - Ge préje 
6, ayant 6, apeds, molto 
convertion réglement détinitif, sera pr 
par Sa Majesté Tmpériale le Sultan, 
Reeprésentants do Clog Grandes Ti 


View de Year par 
otsmission Internationale 
Réglement, daté du 1 Mal 
introduiter d'un cominun accor, 
mulgué sous Ia forme de fen 

et communiqué offciellement aut 


[Article | a donné lieu & tn déet 


Bred ration suivante faite par son Altesse .Aali 


Le Gouverneur Chrétien chargé det 
pur la Porte, dont i relovern dir 
résidera abitullerc 


ninistration du Liban aera choisi 
nent. I aura te titre de Mouchir, ot i 
A Det-el-Kamar, qui so trouve repnate sows t 


directe, Invest de l'autorité pour trols ans, il wora ns as 


7 oH a eereaciacts sue randos Puissanoos,” 3 


ot es abies de a Montagne act 
ion Miste siggennt& Deyrout seralt charge 
protection. si 


part, il a été conven qu'une Coen 
do vérifier et de reviser les titres de 


Afin de maintenit la sécurité et Ia liberté de ta grande route da Beyrout & 


Damas en tout temps, la Sublime Por abl 
Le Gouvers 


ur du Liban pourra prooéder au désurmement de la Montagne 


orsqu'il jagera lea circonstances et le inoment favorubles 
Pore, We 9 Join, 1861, amment Faroral 
(Signe) AALI. 

HENRY L. BULWER, 
LAVALETTE. 
PROKESCH-OSTEN, 
GOLTZ, 
A. LOBANow, 





Inclosure 2 in No, 171. 
Réglement pour I Administration du Liban, 


Article 1. LE Liban sera administré par un Gouverneur Chrétien nommé 
pat In Sublime Porte et relevant d'elle directement. : i 
Te Ga Gimunae te beta tren mela attributions da pouvoir 
egdcutt vee. a msinten de Yordre ot de la scurté publique dans toute 

tendue de la Montagne, pervevra les impdts, et nommera, sous sa responsabilité, 
" ai du pouv rel Fecevra de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan, les Agents 
Adininistratits i instituera les juges, convoquera et présidern le Medjlis Admi- 
nistratif Centeal, et procure Fexéeution de toutes les sentences Iégalement 
rendues par les tebunoux, sauf les réserves prévues par l'Article 9. 

Chaeun des eéwents coostitutifs de la population de la Montagne sera 

représenté aupris du Gouverneur par un Vékil nomané par les Chefs et notables 
chaque communauté. oe 

helena are pour toute In Montagne un Medjlis Administratif Central 
composé do douuze mombres, savoir, deux Maronites, deux Druses, deux Grees 
Orthodoxes, deux Greos Catholiques, deux Métualis, et deux Musulians, chargé 
de repartir Vipdt, contrer ln gestion des revenus et dex dépenses, et donner 
son avis consultatif sur toutes lex questions qui Iai soront posées par le 
savoir: — 

éricure et les autres fractions de terri 

1.) Le Koura, y compels la partie infiticure ot les aut 
tire wrolnnantes dott In population wppartent tate Gee Ortbolot, mn 
ville do ‘* situge nur la ede ct A pet pris exclusivement habitée par des 
Munulinans, 7 

(2) Lax partie septeatrionale du Liban, auf le Koura, jusqu’au Nabrel- 
Kelb, 

3.) Zahid ot son tersitoire. ' re 

(4) Te Meten compris le Suhel Chrétien ot lor territoives de Kata ot de 
rete Le territoire vitué au sud do la route de Damas & Beyrout jusqu'au 
Djexzin. Kiet AE 

re reir ea ree 
nommné ‘par Is Gouverneur et choisi dans le rite dominant, soit par le chitfre de 
in population, soit par Nimportance de ses proprictés. 
ay eA LACH pea teed chaque Arroudisserent un Medjis Administrati¢ 
Local composé do trois b six: membres. représentant les divers éléments de. la 
Poprlation et Jen intéréta de In propricté fone dana Arrondissement, 

‘Co Modjlis lool, peésidé et convoqué annuellement par lo Chef de I'Arron- 
disement, devra réoudre en premier rowort toutes les affaires de contenticux 
aduminintratif, entendre les réelamationx des habitants, fournir les renseignements 
statistiques nécesanires & In nipartition de Vimpdt dans VArrondissement, et 
donner son avis consultatif sur toutes tex questions dintérét loca 

Art. 5. Les Arrondissements Administrati(a seront subslivisée en Cantons, 
vlont lo torritoire, & peu prin r%gié sur celui dew anciens Aktim, ne renfermera, 
autant que possible, quo des groupes homogénes de population, et ces Cantons 
en Communes, gui se composeront chreune dau moins 500 habitants. A le 
tate de chaque Canton il y aura un ngent nommé par le Gouverneur ur la 
propodtioa du Chef de 'Arrondiasement, t hls tite’ de chaque Commune, un 
‘Cheik choisi par lex habitants et nommeé par le Gouverneur. 

Dans lex Communes Mixtes, chaque dément constitutif de ln popolation 
tum in Cheik particulier, dont I'sutonté ne s'exercera que sur wes coreligion- 

Ast Rexlité de tous devant ia os abolition de tous lex privitiges féodaux, 
‘et notamment de ceux qui appartenaient aux Mokatadjis, e 

7. My aura dans chaque Canton un Juge de Paix pour chaque rite : 

dons chaque Arrondissement un Medjlis Judiciaire de Premiére Instance, comporé 

de trois @six membres représentant les divers éléments de la population, et, au 


* Loft blank in origi 
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sige du gouvernement un Medjlis Judicisire Supérieur, composé de douze 
Panne slout deux appartenant a chacune des six comuntnautés désignées on 
Article 2, et auxquels on adjoindra un représentant des cultes Protestant ot 
ic toutes len fois qu'an membre de cee communautés sura des intértts 
engagés dans le proves. 

Ta présidence des Medjlis Judiciaires. sera exercée trimestriellement et & 
tour de réle par chacan de leur membres, 

Art. 8. Les Juges de Paix jugeront sans appel jusqu’s concurrence de 
£00 piastres. Ls affuires en dessus de 00 piastres seront de la competence des 
Medjlis Judiciaires de Premitre Tnstunce. 

Les iilaires ixtes, cest-bdire, entre particuliers n'appartonant pas A un 
mbme rite, quelle que soit la valeur engage dans lo procds, serontiiimoddane, 
ment artées devant le Medjlis de Premigre Tustance, & moins que les. pacties ine 
soient Waccord pour reconnaltre la compétence du Jugo de Paix du déleadere 

En principe toute affire sera jugée par la totalité des membres da Media 
Néanmoins quand toutes les parties enzacées dans le procts appartiendoet og 
més rite elles auront le droit de nécuser le Juge appartonant ian rite dfiérent, 
‘ais dang ce eas meme les Juges récusés dovront assister au jun 

Art. 9. En matitre eriminelle, il y aura trois dogrés de juridiction. Lee 
Gernrarentions seront jugées par los Juges de Paix; lee dit’ pour les Medjlie 
de premitre instance, et les crimes par le Medjlis Jndilaire Supérieur, dent 

atonces Te pourront étre mises A exdontion quiaprie Waceornplissement. dex 
forvonlités d'usage dans lo reste de I'Empine, 

Art. 10. Tout procs en inatiére commerciale sera porté devant le THbunal 
de Commeree de Beyroat, et tout procts, méme en matiée civle, etre un sujet 
u protépd d'une Puissance étrangéro ot un hubitant de la Montagne, sora sowipia 
4 Ia juridiction de ce mime ‘Tribunal, 

Art. 11: ‘Tous lex membres des Medi Judiciaires ct Admainistrotifs, sans 
erat Aina! que les Juges de Paix, seront choisis ct déxignés, apni ‘une 
FEtente avec les notables, par lex chol de leurs communauté neapectiven, et 
institués pur le Gouverneor, 

Le personnel des Medjlis Administratife sera renouvellé par moitié tous les 
ans, et lex membres sortant pourront étre rééhe 

Art. 12. Tous los Juges. seront réttibuds, Si, apréx onqute, il est prours 

ue Tun entre eux» prévariqué, ov s'ext rendu, par un fait queleonquesindigne 
Ce. ves fonctions, il devra dtro révoqué, ot sera en outre passible dune. peine 
Proportionnée & ia foute qu'il aura comenisn, 

Art. 13. Les audiences do tous lox Medjlis Sudicisies scront publiques, et 
itlen ere rédigé, procts.verbal par un srefi institué ad hoe. Co prellce neon, 
{en outro, chargé de tenir un registre de tous les contrata portant eliénation a, 
bicns immabitiers, lesquels contrats nc seront valables qu'sprén avoir ét¢ tounge 
{Ia formalité de Menregistrement. 

Art-14. Le babitants du Liban qui aurnient commis un crime ou délit dane 
1 hati ak seront justciables des autorits de ee Sandjak, do meme que 
‘cs habitants des autres Arrondisements qui auralent commis un crime on dit 
dans la circonscription du Liban seront josticinbles dee Tribunaux de In Montagms 

En consdquence Jes individus indigdnes ou non indiganen qui so soraknt 
Feudus coupables d'un crime ou délit sur le Liban, ot qui se serniont évwdor dang 
tun autre Sandjak, seront, sur la demande de U'autorité de la Montagne, arrdtce 
par celle du Sandjak oi is xe teouvent et reinis h l'sdusinistration du Liban 

Do méae, les indigénes de a Montagne ou les habitants d'autres Départe- 
‘ments qui auront commis un crime ou délit dans un Sandjak quele ot 
Tau due le Lito, et qui sy sorout réfugiés, seront, sana retard, artites, par 
Vautonté de ls Montagne sur ta demande de celle du Sandjak intéressé, ot sertnt 
remin A cette demitre autorité 

Jes agents de l'aatorité qui aursient apporté une négligence ou dex vetants 
on justifiés dans l'exévution des ordres relatifs au renvol de coupables devant 
{es tribunaesx compétents seront, comme ceux qui cherchernient 4 dérober at 
coupabiles aux poursuites de Ia police, punis conformémeat aux lois, 

Enfin tes rapports de VAdministration du Liban avec Administration 
respective des autres Sandjaks seroat exnctement es. mémes que les relations 

‘qt existent ef Qui seront entretenies entre tous les autres Sandals de VEmpine 

Art 15. En temps ordinaire Je muintien de Tordre ct Vexceution des lols 
seront exclusivement assures par le Gouverneur, au moyen d'un corps de police 
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ti coud Péra, le 9 Jain 1861 
Arvité ot convenu A Péra, | a 106 Sy 


HENRY L. BULWER. 
LAVALETT 
PROKESCH-OSTEN, 
GOL 

LOBANOW 





No. 17! 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell.\(Recelned June 23,) 
No. 416.) 


My Lord, : 
1 No. 412 of the 12th instant, transmitting 
WITH reference toy despatch No. 412 of the 12th instant transiting 


Constantinople, June 14, 1861 


copy ofthe Protocol relative tothe future government ofthe Lebanon, signed 

on thes Sth instant ba Represent ite a e's be _ nia a the ve 
Gent Powers, I have th close, herewith, ofa ation to 
Se es aes 


above mentioned, re 


(Signed) HENRY L, BULWER: 
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Inclosure in No. } 


Article Additionnel au Protocole du’9 Juin, signé 4 Constantinople 
Représentants de la Sublime Porte, de l'Autriche, de la France, de la Grande 
Bretagne, dela Prusse, et de la Russie, ot relatif A la nouvelle organisation 
du Mont Liban, 


TL est bien entendu que le chiffre de 7,000 bourses mentionné dans 
VArticle 16 du Régiement ‘du 9 Juim, 1861, ne constitue pas tune limite 
absolug et que si, d'une part, avant d'lever Pimpdt de In Montagne jusyu'h 
concurrence de cette somme, il convient duttendre que ln crise caunée par les 
demiers événements sit cessé, il se peut, d'autre part, que Yaugmentation de 
dépenses résultant de la nouvelle organisation nécessite In levée de’ contributions 
dont le total, ajouté & ancien impdt, dépasserait mtme le chitire do 7,000 
bourses. 

Le Gouverneur devra, «ailleurs, n’user de cette faculté qu’avee une extréme 
Féserve, et rechercher toujours ct avant tout un juste équilibre entre les reeottes 
ct Jes dépenses ordinaires de la Montagne. 





No, 173. 


Consul-General Moore to Lord J, Russell,—(Received June 27.) 
(No.6) 


My Lond, Beyrout, June 7, 1861 
J HAVE the. honour to inclove, for your Lordship's information, copies of 
five despatches which T have addressed to Her Majesty's Atubassador at. the 
Porte, 
T have, &e 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 
—<————ee 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 173, 
Conrul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, June 3, 1861 
1 HAVE the honour to report that the embarkation of the French anny 
of occupation is proceeding rapidly and with perfect tranquillity. Up to. tha 
afternoan about 4,000 men have been embarked, and the greater part of there 
gone. It is expected that by to-morrow the whole force will have been embarked 
T hear that General d'Hautpoul and his Staff will remain behind for the present, 

Thave, &o 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 
a ee 


Inclosure 2 in No. 173, 
Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Buber. 


ir, Beyrout, une 5, 1861 

WITH reference to my dexpatch of the Ist instant, I have the honour 
to report that Count Bentivogtio proceeded yesterday to Deir-cl-Kamur nnd other 
parts of the Mountain ; it is his intention to install French Agents at Deir! 
Kamar, Zahlé, and Haroma 

Two days previously Fuad Pasha went to Deir-el-Kamar for the purpose of 
‘tranquillting the inhabitants. Still the men continue to come down, the women 
remaining to look after the silk-crop, after which they also, it is eaid, will leave 

Abmed Pasha, who on learning of Count Bentivoglio’s intentione had asked 
me to follow u similar course, has since requested me to postpone doing anything 
until after the retorn of Fuad Pasha, who ts expected at Beyrout this evening 

have, &e. 
(Signed) " 'N. MOORE. 


iM 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 173. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Begrowt, June 6, 1861 
I HAVE the honour to inclose, herewith, copy of a despateh whieh T have 
auldressed to Mr. Consul Rogers, rvlative to questions which, have arisen out of 
the assessment of the penal tax on Damascus. 
I have, &e 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 17% 
Connut-General Moors to Consul Rogers 


Sir, Beyrout, Janie 6, Y861 
WITH reference to that part of your despatch of the Ist instant to 
Lonl John Russell, sent under tlying-seal to me, relating to the ion of 
the local nuthorities at Damascus to include the property of British subjects in 
tho general fing to be levied on landed and house-property at Datnascus, a» a 
punishment Yor the atrocities conimitted on the occasion of the late outbreak, 
have to state that 1 concur in the view you havo taken of the matter, and 
have to instruct you to resist the attempt of laying the property of innocent 
Britiah mubjeots under penal contribution, 

Tam also of opinion that it would be’ equally unjust to subject Co this tax 
tho Jews, «x a community, and oficial servants, eavasses, &e., not implicated in 
the crimes for which it is intended us a pranisheent 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. MOO! 


Taclonuro 5 in No. 17 
Conmal-Generul Moore to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Begrout, J 

J HAVE tho honour to state that Mr, Hasina Projo leading Christian of 
Datnascts, haa on behalf of the principal Christiais of that city, placed in my 
hands a testimonial drawn up by them in favour of Colonel Saleh Zeki Boy, 
with a request that } would forward it to your Exeellonay 

Mr. Froij represents Saleh Boy ax having beon the object of very unfair 
trontment and persecution at’ the hands of tho 
Damascus, which has ended in ix being sent to Constantinople to anewor 
certain accusations of alleged misconduct put forward to assist the designs 
illewiahers. 

Persuaded that your Excellency, gratified to: lene that out of the mass of 
guilty and treacherous Turkish Commanders, one at least stands out a bright 
and honourable exception, will uot permit Saleh Bey to be treated with injustice, 
should it be attoupted, Ihave ventured to comply with Mr, Preij’s request, and 
inolose herewith a translation of the testimonial, 

I should add that Salch Bey represents himself as in the postession of 
docoments amply aulficiont to clear himself from the charges brought against 
htm, provided thoy be investigated by an impartial tribunal. He ix also furnished 
with numerous testimonials and letters of recommendation, amongst others one 
from the Russian Consul-General here to his Embamy, in which he is spoken of 
in tho highest terms, 

Its perhaps to be regretted 1 officor of Saleh Bey's standing: should 
bo removed at the present moment from Syria, where, owing to his looal kxiow- 
ledge ani experience, anil sequaintance with the language, his presence cannot 
be but useful, at the same time that the circumstance would not have furnished 
to the Christians any eceasion to complain that the only Turkish officer ho 
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behaved with courage and humanity towands them should have got himself into 
trouble, and endangered his position in consequence, 
Saleh Bey left two days ago for the capital, 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) N, MOORE. 


P.S.—Sinee writing the above, my attention has béen drawn to’a passage in’ 
the Syrian Blue-book (at foot of page 147), referring to Saleh Bey. It is ax 
follows ;—"' Another officer, Colonel Saleh ‘Zeki, without orders, made some of 
the troops fire on the rioters, and be also fired a gun once or oftoner. One or 
two persons were Killed, and some wounded.” 


NM 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 17 
Testimonial in favour of Colonel Saleh Zeki Bey. 


(Translation.) (Received June 3, 1861.) 

"THE conduct of Salch Zeki Bey, Colonel in tho Imperial army, during: the 
disasters which have befallen the Christians at Damascus, is well known, 

hing could exced the activity the za) and the buranity be displayed on 
the occasion, Colonel Sale Zeki not only came in, person to the Chr 
quarter to protect the Christ it he attackod tho assailants, and saved 
scveral men who were in danger of being assassinated, and saved both the lives 
and honour of many women, displaying an energy quite exceptional among the 
soldiers of the Government. He gavo shelter in hie own house to great number 
of refugees throughout the disturbances. He also used to sond to his house all 
those whom he saved, and nono of those who sought asylum thereat were refused 
admittance, but were ‘received kindly, and even generously provided with food 
and other necessaries, He consoled nnd reassured them amidst their fears: to 
many he provided clothing gratuitously, and as an act of charity ; and all that 
without expecting any reward. He thus gave incontestable proofs of the hig! 
neuso of humanity and generosity, and that be bad at heart the proservation of 
his personal and official honour, and a just appreciation af the lives of the subjects 
of his Government, 

Having heard a report that the said Bey only afforded. protection to the 
refugees at his howe for selfish and interested motives—that is, in order to 
obtain compentation—we devire €o record this our testimony, ax we feel it a 
duty on the part of those wlio partook of such fivours to prove thomclves 
grateful, nnd to vindicate Truth avid defeat falsehood. Wo do x0 only animated 
by those feclings, and we hereby declare that Saleh Bey's humane couduet of 
the oceasion was quite disinterested, and that he did not receive from any one 
any sort of recompense for his exertions and outlay; which we affirm of our 
‘own koowledge and by what we heart from others 

We trust sincerely that the Imperial Government of the Subliine Porte may 
Le pleased to take into consideration, and rewurd Saleh Zeki Bey for hilt services 
con the occasion above referred to, md will recompense hin veeording to the 
promptings of ils justice and benevolence: 

Dated 17 Zelkii 


(Signed by forty-two of the leading Christians of Damascur.) 
Inolosure 7 in No, 1 
Consul-General Moore to Sir HI, Bulwer: 
Sir, Beyrout, June 7; 1861. 
A DEPLORABLE, and, under the cireumstances, very serjous incident, 
‘occurred in the Mountain two days ago. ‘Three Tarkish soldiers of the regular 


anny asacited and violated a Christian girl near Abeib, I am happy to be able 
to report that the offenders met with prompt and severe punishment, A court- 
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martial sentenced two of them to death, Fuad Pasha confirmed the award, and 
the men were shot on the following day 

T leave details to Colonel Fraser, who is personally cognizant of the whole 
transaction, 

The sensation produced by the outrage amongst the Christians had been 
very great. It was remarked that it was perpetrated by the very men placed to 
watch over the safety of the Christians, and whilst the evacuation of the French 
troops was still incomplete. The satisfaction at tho immediate and condign 
chastisement which has overtaken the culprits is now equally intense 

Tt is to be borne in mind that other Turkish troops occupy many other 
Villages inhabited by Christians, and the example was all the mom. accessory 

Thave, &e 
ed) N. MOORE. 


eS 


No, 174 


Consul Finn to Lorit J. Russetl—(Received June 27,) 
(No, 15,) 
My Lord, Jerusalem, June 3, 1 
| HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a communication rospecting 
the departure of the French soldiers frotn Saida, sent to mo by Mr. View Cont 
Abola, as copy of a despatch from him to Her Majesty's Consub- Genera 
save, de, 


(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


————____ 


Tholosure in No, 174, 


Vice-Connul Abela to Consul-General Moore 


Sir, ida, Moy 28, 1861 

J HAVE the honour to inform you that this day about halfpast 1 po. 
the Captain of the Fronch company stationed here invited me and ty collagen, 
tnd read to us a letter received from General de Beaufort, in which he etleg 
him to proceed to eyrout with all his company, in order to fetum to France 
Pursuant to ordors received by yesterday's stearner 

‘The aforesaid General in his said fetter commands him to explain to. the 

Christians that they arv not to be disquiet eved at this event, 
formidable naval force of French and o ne will aerive belo 
‘departure of the French troops, to be atationed along. the coast, 
Prevention eepulation, und even, in exso of need to disembark’ land ‘troops for 
Peo aa ind tuppression of disorders. In which case the French troops will 
reuiain and not depart again, and tho Christians are not to forget that Fence le 
and always will be thelt protectress, 

He also counselled them to remain at howe, and occupy thomsclves in theie 
harvest and thoie other affairs, undor the fullest confidence that France und 
Europe watches for their safety with the truest wolleituda 

he French troops will lenvo us to-morrow for Beyrout, and this day aro 
‘embarking their offets and materials, 

Notwithstanding the above promises of the Captain, this new event has 
‘caused great alarm ia the hearts of all Christians t 

Who can tell what offoct it may produce in the Mountains ? 

T take the liberty of begiting you, Illustrious Sir, to take into. consideration 
these present circumstances of change in the course of events, andi yoo judge 
aaah rt) ® line of battle ship to tranquillize minds until order be frmiy 
‘established after the expiration of the French occupation, 

Thave, &e. 
In absence of the Vice-Consul, 
(Signed) HABIB ABELA. 











gai 
No. 175 


Consul Rogers to Lord J. Russel—(Received June 28,) 
0. 11) 
My Lord, Damascus, June 1, 1861 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship, that yesterday the plan 
for the assessment and collection of the fine for the indeinnification of the 
christians was pablished, together with two proclamations from his Excellency 
Fund Pasha, which were duly communicated to me by the Val bis Excellency 
Emir Pasha. 

‘To-day Thave obtained a copy of the detailed assessment, from which it 
appears that one portion of the extmordinary fine which is to be paid in cash by 
the people of Damascus, amounts to 1,897,204 piasttes, which at the prosont 
rate of exchange ix equal to about: 13,500. sterling, which is subdivided into 
two categories, namely, the genen fine imposed on ail non-Christian inkibitants, 
amounting to 1,093,473 piasres, equal to about 7,800 sterling, and the special 
fine which L have understood refers to those people who. wore moro seriously 
implicated in pillage or massacre, ainounting: to 804,731) plustres, which ls wenin 
subdivided into two sums, narnely— 


Pinstres. 
Payable by Moslems 564,649) 
Payable by Jows = 240,181 


Total in pinstres 804,731 


lent to about 6,700I. sterling 
AsT find that by your Londship's despatch No. 9, of October 25, 1860, 
d by that of Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople dated. Oct 
1560, Mr. Consul Brant was instructed to use his utmost endeavours to: 
eserve the Jewish people from becoming the victins of such rmostron, 
calumny as they were thea subjected to, fine in to be 
levied as ponihmeat on t 
city last summer, of which th nation wax doubtless innocent, Host not 
in forwarding to Colovel Fraser copies of tho Proclamations above alluded to, 
bo Lam sure will scizo an early opportunity for bringing, the matier se sn 
notice of his Excellency Fuad Pasha, #o that either the Jews may be exempted 
from the fine, oF satisfactory reasons bo given why they should be mad to 
contebute to 
Furthermore T have the honoar to ropresent tbat it ix proposed to lovy thie 
fine on landed or house property in: proportion to their rentals’ and as thece ce 
several housos and many gardeus in and about this city, belonging exclusively to 
British subjects, Lave avked Colonel Froser to favour me with kis advice, co 1 
feel thut ‘without special instructions on the point at. isaue it would’ be a 
dereliction of may duty were { to allow a riniaal fine to bo assened on the 
bond ide property of British wabjecta who Ind in no way pasticipated. In the 
cries for SMR toch fine wa teeetns punishment 
With regard to the liability of offical servants, cavasses, &c., who by 
throughost the whole time the troubles here, conducted themselves with 
perfect decorum and propricty, Lhave also asked for the advies of Colonel 
Praser, to whom Iam forwanding this despatch under fying seal 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) B, T. ROGERS, 


P.S.—I have the honout fo incloso copy of a despatch which Thave this 
dreased to Emit Pasha, begzing that he will defer collecting the Jewish 
share of the criminal fine until after the receipt of Fund Pasha’s answer on the 


subject. 
zn TR. 








No. 176. 


Consul Rogers to Lord J, Russell. —(Reeeived June 28. 

(No, 14) 
My Lord Domascus, June 10, 1861 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 11 of the Ist instant, I have the 
honour to report to. your Lordship that this city has been divided by the Local 
Govornment into oight quarters. A special Council or Commission has been 
appointed in cach, for the due assessment of the criminal tax, whose duty it will 
bo to seo that every house contributes its equitable sb 

Yesterday, I hind a conversation with my French colleague, M. Ontrey, on 
the subject. He expressed himnelf averse to the system of exempting any non- 
Christian residents, although he admitted that the Algerines, as a body, had boen 
classed in thut category; “for,” he continued, “by such applications, the 
Governtnent will be paralyzed, and will throw the blame upon us, in ease that 
the whole sum is not levied within reasonable time; and the exemption of 
the Jowish nation will be the source of enmity between them and the 

My Prussian colleague, however, with whom L afterwards conversed on the 
same subject, expressed an opposite opinion quite us strougly perfectly 
greed with tne on the injustice of condemning innocent subjects to 
tho payment of a criminal fine, which is recognized ax a punishment for crimes 
in which they had no participation, 


ROGERS. 





nel Fraser to Lord J. Russell—(Received June 25.) 
(No. 6. 
My Lord. Beyrout, June 16, 1861 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lonlship's information, copies of 
my despatches to Sir Henry Bulwer. from’ the 11th to the 16th June inclusive 
on tho following subjects :— 

‘That of the 11th Jane reports the completion of the evacuation of Syria by 
the French troops, to which a list of the transports employed in the embarkation 

xed. 
dated June 13th directs his Excellency's uttention to the conduct of 

Froneh Agents in Mount Lebanon, 

‘A further despatch of the same date, with its inclosure, regards the question of 

Nequesteated Drusc properties, and a proposed fine to be levied on that 
nat 

The despatch dated June 16th reports on the state of Mount Lebanon, and 
announces the approaching departure of Genoral de Beaufort. 

And a second despatch of tho same date inclosca an approximate Return of 
the troops forming the French expeditionary corps, which evacuated Syria a 
few dase ago 

= Thave, ke 
A. J. PRASER 


Inclosure 1 in No, ¥ 
Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir Beyrout, June V1, 1861, 
I HAVE the honour to inforin your Excellency that the evacuation of 
syria by the Prench expeditionary corps was completed yesterday, an official 
intimation Of the mame having been sent by General de Beaufort to Fuad Pasha 
in the course of the afternoon, 
General de Beaufort, to whom I paid a farowell visit this moming, avaits 
frigate, expected to artive in the course of to-day, for the conveyance to France, 


probably vii Alexandria, of himself and Staff. Besides the General and his 
Aides-de-camp, there now remain ouly some thirty or forty men eonnested with 
the Civil department, who have yet some arrangements to complete in the dig 

of sores, 8 ‘ apes tabe 

‘The embarkation was effected in perfect onder and without any accident 

The population, whether of Beyrout or villagers who had receutly arrived 
in Beyrout to present themselves before the French General, and to express 
their alarm at the departure of the expedition, manifested the utmost tadift 
ference ; two women and a few hoys being the sole escort to the beach of the 
final battalion. 

J have the honour herewith to inclose « list of the transports employed 
thin duty, with the dates of their departires whih, I trust, wil more dnety 
show to your Excellency the period within which the embarkation was 
‘commenced and terminated. 

Thave, & 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 177, 


Lisr of Transports employed in effecting the Emburkation of the French 
Expeditionary Corps at Boyrout, June, 1861 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 177. 
Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer ‘ 


ed Beyrout, June 15, 1861. 

T HAVE the honour to bring under your Excelleney’s notice the following 
circumstances ax indicative of the xpirit in which, on the withdrawal of the corps 
of occupation, the French local Agents enter upon m new series of relations with 
the Ottoman authorities in Syria, 

When in Mount Lebani the beginning of last week, Omer Pasha 

that he hod the same day recived a letter from the Colonel 

cimanding the French farce at Weddin, annouacing that. his detachment 

would finally evacuate Deirl+Kamar and the Palnco of Bteddin the noxt day , 

but that as the French Comms bad hired the Palace, the Ottoman, troops 
tended to replace the French garrison could not enter it 

Owiee Pasha desiring to know ty opinion on the kobject, U informed. him 
that I viewed wach a procecding as most unwnrrantable, B'teddin being the only 
sirong place in Lebanon occupied by Ottoman troops, which they had garrisoned 
for the lust tweaty years, and’ only evacuated to permit its temporasy occupe- 





tion by the French forces. who in their tura ought to restore the place to those 
from whom they had received it. I recommended hia to write at once to the 
Colonel to the effect that B'teddin being the principal stronghold cf Lebanon, 
the Ottoman Government could not consent to its being in other hands, and 
that no agreements between private individuals, without reference to the 
Government, purporting to give this right, could tor a moment be acknowledged. 
‘That the Ottoman troops, who had already received orders to this effect, would, 
therefore, resume possession immediately it was evacuated by the French 
girrison, 

Ouier Pasha informed me, however, that he did not feel at liberty to take 
0 much responsibility upon himself : but had transmitted the Colonel's letter 
to Fuad Pasha, in the meantime directing the halt of tho Turkish troops who 
had been ordered to occupy B'teddin. I'mentioned ray regret that he had not 
at once put his veto upon a most irregular and unbecoming attempt to ignore 
the claims of the Government, and depreciate it in the eyes of its own subjects. 

Fhitd Pasha has since spoken to me on the same subject, and T have replied 
{in similar terms, expressing nt the xame time my surprise that hix Excellency 
should have taken no step to rectify this matter, thus by dolay adding a right of 
‘occupation to the others already arrogated. 

Pasha stated his intention to insist on repossession being given, but as 
yot T have not heard that anything has been done. 

T hetiove the representatives of the Kmir Beshie complain that they bave 
received no rent for the Inst thirteen. years; and though the Ottoman Govorn- 
ment is greatly to blame in this particular, which T trust they will tow remedy, 
it yet does not do away with the right that all Governments may claim to retain 
in theit own hands all strong places within their territory. But when a foreign 
Power or its officers claim to occupy such a position, the question assurnes an 
entirely different chamuoter, and whea added to tho report that the Freach 
Government intends hiring the other Palaces depondent on this great ono, 
together with the ew reeoir form of adiew most in vogue amonz the French 
officers and troops on leaving—it teuds to keep up an oxpectation of a {rah 
‘occupation, and a corresponding exeitement in the minds of the people, which ie 
highly detrimental to thelr setiling down to ordinary employments, or to thelr 
turning with any confidence towards their own Government. 

A furthor instance of the little encouragement to the re-establishment. of 
confidence between the Government and its subjects, is afforded by another 
procevding of tho same Consul, M. Hontivoglio, now Acting Consul.Geoera! at 
Beyroat 

This gentleman bas announced to the Pasba of Beyrout his intention of 
placing n Consular Agent at Deir-el-Kamar, ond of sending others to Zahleh, 
Joaaing and Hasbeya. 

Thave in a-previous despatch mentioned that Fusd Pasha had referred to 
‘mo on this subject, and that | hind stated as my opinion that the measure seemed 
quite uncalled-for, and likely to be productive of much inconvenience, ax well 
4 of many abuses, I therelore recommended bis Excellency to withhold his 
recognition of such persons as foreign officials in any of these villages, it being 
always competent to the Freoch or any other Consul to place his private Agents 
where he conceived it to be necessary. . 

His Excellency promised to act upon this principle, and although M, Benti- 
voglio has already established an Agent at Deir-el-Kamar—in the Palace of 
B'teddin I bolieve—I have reason to think that Fuad Pasha will not permit hi 
to nssume an official position at that place, 

L have, £0 
(Signed ‘A. J. FRASER. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 177. 


Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir. Beyrouty June V5, 1861 

1 HAVE the honour to being under your Excellency’s notice the following 
circumstances connected with the Druse property placed under sequertration by 
Fuad Pasha towards the close of the year 
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‘When I arrived in the Druse district of Mount Lebanon from Damascus iu 
the beginning of last month, I found much misery prevailing among the inhi. 
bitants, in consequence of the wholesale seques 

sufficient regard having been paid to the culp 

or any provision made for the sustenance of dependents who 
lived on the now diverted to 


cate free observation, 
and which sl pee a 
ote to bis Excellency on this amongst other subjects, a copy of which | tran 
mitted at the time to Lord Dufferin. In cago, however, it toay 
under your Excellency’s notice, 1 now inclose an extract referring to this suljject 
of sequestrated Deuse propertic. 
there stated my opinion, ax will appear from the inclosed document, that 
the estates of those against whom no charge existed should at onee be restored 
10 their owners 
1n consequence of numerous petitions presented both to Lond Dufferin and to 
myself by the wives and children of Druses imprisoned or exiled, praying for the 
feleaso of property which they had acquired by inheritance, and which hed never 
belonged to their husbands or fathers respectively, but which had nevertheless 
been sczed in the general swoop, 1 subsequeatly requested. thet whee wine 
Separate title wns clear, such property should also be restored to the familiew te 
Whom it legally belonged, together with a few estates which had boon sequentened 
through inadvertenc. Fund Pasha consented that all estates coming under theae 
heads shoold be at once restored ; and in repeated conversations assured ine thet 
the delay was only cansed by the difficulty experienced in drawing up the list, 
of the property to be returned, and in this sense I havo replied to the various 
Petitionors above mentioned. “My surprise was therefore great when, two days 
age, in answer tomy fith or sixth application forthe restitation ofthe propertioe 
Coming under the above categories, his Excellency stated that it was his inten, 
tion to imposo a heavy fine upon the Druse nation « 
additionally severe in consequence 
concert with the Ex capital oF other penal 
ation. Until the proposed 
Druse estates as a gontuntec, 
awed to tenants for a ter 
no yan a ae eerane from which to bo destined & 
" heir owners, while the remainder was to be appliod to the liquidhtion 
of the fine levied om the whole Drax Dating, wx theft cout 
indetnnifying the Christians of the Mou! € their lowes sustained Inst year 
X did not hesitate to remonsteate strongly agninst 0. mode of procedure 
totally at variance with that on which I had supposed hie Excellency: hat 
hitherto been acting, and which ho had undertaken to carry out 1 urged that 
until 8 formal announa Jhnd been made of a commutation of the capital 
sentences pronounced against the Druses, it was premature to inthet see 
Punishments on the nation collectively ; that eren after a decision to that elect 
shoald have been published, I questioned the expediency of meeting theprewsmed 
demands of Jastice by zoaking vicarious vietina of others, and commuting. tho 
eapital seatetices, in hie ¥ pronounced aguinat 
certain Druses, into a igre 
had laid it down as m principle 
mats £0 be dealt out to the Droses should fall short of 
inflicted on the citizens of Damascus, designating the 
Pttoman oficials we pre-eminent in guilt—wich n gradation seeming to hive 
been acknowledged by his Excelleacy, at least as to the poaition of the rune 
in is lettor of the 2fth January, addressed to the Commission from Mokbinn 
1 thought that any penal tax now to. be levied ought t0 be raled. by then, 
vidoe rnp 
is Excellency replied that be for ove lind never sequiesced in the classi 
cation | bad. pointed out, and’ could’ not, therefore, accept i asa wie ae 
Proceedings in. the present case; and moreover, inasmuch ax the Gomufaion 
onger sitting in Syria, he felt at liorty too 





326 


From this reasoning { could not but dissent, sceing that his Excellency was 
thereby ignoring principles laid dawn by a body of which he was not merely an 
ordinary bat x presiding member, aod the opinions of which I thougist should 
wo cong to induce his fhture conduct. { was exefal’ to romarke however, 
that I by no. means objected to the imposition of u fine on the Druses, as a 
‘contribution on their part towands the indemnity to be awarded to the Christians, 
but that I was anxious that its application should be regulated, and confined 
within reasonable limits ; too little discrimination in distinguishing between the 
innocent and the guilty having, in my opinion, hitherto been displayed in the 
apportionment of the fine to be levied ut Damascus, w precedent which Fuad 
Pasha urged ns a justification, in the present instance, of the penalty he contem- 
plated imposing on the Druses, 

With regard to the question of the Druse estates, of which there had been 

Wholesale sequestration, before any of the proprietors had beon put on the 
teal Tatated tht I could not but reannd thr oatinved detentog oe njus 
fiable, in the fico of a decision believed to have been arrived at by the Porte 
dcervcing their restitution. I considered, then, that those proprietors ngainxt 
‘whom no acousation was peuding, ax well’as the wives and. children sof accused 
pereons who held property in their own right, should be immediately reinstated 
‘n the full enjoyment of their estates; and that the same privilege should even be 
accorded to thoso who had compromised themselves in the late disturbances, or 
to their ropresontatives, on due security boing given for the liquidation of the 
fine with which they might be visited, as such estates would natarally be more 
remunerative when in tho: hands of their owners. It would then rest with the 
Government to make its own wrrangements with the present lessees, 

‘These suggestions his Excellency declined to follow, adding that the 
Government could not be expected to indetanify the farmers of the sequestrated 
catates for the surrendor of their leases, a proceeding which the adoption of my 
views would necessarily entail. I naturally replied that the Government had 
itself alone to blame, if i had inewutiously Wands held on xo precarious a 
tenure, befure judgment had been pronounced on their owners, and without 
making any proviso for tho numerous cantingenciew which might eall for thelr 
restitution 

His Excellency, however, was not to be moved, and the discussion, which 
hhad been conducted throughout with perfect courtesy, concluded by my informing 
hie Excellency that as could not concur in his views I shoud deen it necossary 
to refer the whole question for your Excellency" consideration, 

On reviowing the peeuline and difficult position in which Fuad Pasba is 
placed, 1 must attribute the policy he is now pursuing in the matter of the 
sequestration of Druse property as xpringing from one of two motives, or possibly 
from both combined; namely, either from a wish to avoid the difficulties 
attendant upon the restitution of the estates in question, which would entail the 
Payment of an indemnity to their present tenants, an outlay he is ill 
mect; or he may very possibly reflect that 10 long 
sequestration they will farnish w constant fund for the more pressing wants of 
the Government, whose financial position is already deeply embarrased : nor 
Would it be very unwarrantable to predict that unless some improvement in this 
respect in effected, the Government of the day will be tempted to throw fresh 
‘obstacles in the way of n final ndjustmont of the questi 

‘The Pasha has not yet decided upon the amount of the fine to be levied on 
tho Druses, nor its modo of collection; but 1 think it desirable that your 
Excellency should have early intimation of the views he at present entertains on 
this subject, And here I would venture to reeall to your Excellency's memory 
‘that at the instance of Her Majesty's Comminsioner for Syria, a previous levy of 
such sn impost was arrosted in December last, in consequence of the utter 
inability of the Draxe people to meet the sweeping demand at that time made 
upon thom, we fully detailed in the Protocol of the fifteenth meeting of the 
Commission, 1 perovive that Lord Dufferin brought under your Execllency’s 
notice, by his despatch of the 23d December, the inconsiderate sequestration 

Druse property: to which I have nguin felt it necessary to draw your Excellenoy’s 
attention if the first part of this despatch. Should the views Lhave expressed to 
ha be hououredt by your Exceliency's approbation, E trust that your 
‘may see fit to caine instructions to be issued by the Porte to Fund 





Fasha, that the sequestrated estates if not of all, at least of innocent Druses, 
should be restored to them, and that the amount of the fine proposed to be 
Tevied on their nation should be settled on tixed and equitable principles. 
Uhave, &o. 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER, 


P.S., June 16:—Since the above lines were written, the widow of Suid 
Bey Joublat has come in haste to inform me that ouly 40 lately as: yestenlay 
the Government were offering to the highest bidder the noxt. year's crop of her 
deccased husband's property, She entreats ine to have m atop put 10, these 
proasedings without delay, and to cause the lands to be restored t3 herself and 
family. 

T will again use my best efforte with Pusd Pasha in this lady's behalf, who, 
neither in her own ease nor in that of her children, ean bo accused of any 
share in the late eveats, although, in consequence of the seizure by Goverment 
‘of her family residence and estates, with theie revenues, she has-been mnde to 
salfer much. | Ihave endeavoured on repeated occasions to alleviate her position, 
and though sometimes suoressful I have not_yet been able to procurd for. hee 
‘tho restitution of her home, many times promised, but still delayed 

Her present statement, which I credit, gives colour, bowever, to the 
supposition hazarded in the above despatch, that Fuad Pasha intends using the 
Druse estates as n convenicnt means of recruiting for some time to come his 
exhausted treasury, and farther shows that the obstacle of two years” agroce 
nent entored into with leweos, which is put forward by Fuad Pash aa a reason 
for bix refusing the restitution of the property, has, in thin case at loant, no 
ground in fact, 

A.J. F. 
ae See 


Inclosare 6 in No. 177, 


Colonet Fraser to Fuad Pasha, 
(Extract) Mokhtara, May 5, 1861. 

IN the first place much distress existe ot present among the Druso popula- 
tion of this portion of Mount Lebsnon, not only from the generally depressed 
stato of the Country in msequenco of recent events, but inom purticulaey 
arising from the sequestration by Government of Druse estates, whose rove, 
formerly affonled the means of existence to numerous dependents, bul, which 
‘are naw paid into the Imperial Treasury. 

‘Those propertics may be divided ‘nto four classes as follows :— 

1. Those belonging to Druscx who ‘have been condemned and are yet in 
prison: 

2. Those belonging to Druses formerly arrested, but who have since been 
— d from prison as innocent, of ‘Against whom there had been no proof of 
guilt, 

3. Those belonging to Druses who hail fled during the arrests, but who 

ve since returned, and againxt whom no wecusption exists, 

4. Those belor ‘ing to Druses who have been banishod, 

Tt appears to me that the propertics coming: under the second and third 
categories should be immediately rolousod from nequestrati and that until a 
final decision be taken at Constantinople ot elsewhere regarding 
first and fourth clames, that some provision should be made by 
fither from the revenues of the sequestered propertics, ur from the publio ch 
for maintaining the familics of the prisoners and exiles in question, I 
dlstress ix such that compassion, not less than the reputation of the Govern 

itself, demands that instant measures be taken for lodging, cloth: Mg, mined 
ing these women and children. bs 

Omer Pasha (commanding at Mokhtaray informs me that be hns sddresed 
two communications to Achmet Pasha, Governor of the Province of Saida, on 
hie subject, but ws no relief ha yet been ats, { permit mayselt ta Shion 
the urgeney of the case to your Excelleney's notice, 


———————— 





Inclosure 6 in No, 
Colonel Frazer to Sir H. Bulveer 


Sir, Beyrovt, June 16, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to state for your Excellency’s information that quiet 
outinues to prevail in this portion of Syris, and the peasantry now move about 
Mount Lebanon unarmed, s sight rarely witnessed of late years. 

A political demonstration of minor importance is stated to have occurred 
in the Kesrouan, in consequence of its having been announced that the Emir 
Mejid of the Shehab family, General de Beaufort's nominee, bad beon appointed 

jovernor of Mount Lebanon, his nomination being distastefo) to a large portion 
of even the Maronite community, and especially so to all other denominations. 

Many of the Maronites now begin to manifest an inclination to look 
towards England, finding, ws they state, that France, after making very lange 
promises to thom, is evacuating the country without the fultlment of tho 
expectations which had been mised. 

‘These sentiments have boon made known to me in my toure through the 
Mountain, and Lhave replied to such overtures by saying that England was 
‘anxious to secure to the Maronites all the advantages to be derived fram the 
catablishment of an efficient and just government in Syria, but desired to sce 
thoeo advantages shared alike by all the eabjeots of the Sultan of whatever creed. 
While, therefore, a deop interest would be felt in the welfare of the Manunites, 
and no palns spared to ensure their safety, I could hold out no hope that any 
exclusive privileges would be accorded to them, nor would such be extended to 
any other section of the population of Mount Lebanon. 

T have, therefore, yood reason for hoping that at least a portion of the 
‘Maronites will be guided by more moderate views than have of late influenced 
thera, and allow 0 thie trial to the now form of goverament likely to be, before 
Jong, instituted in the Mountain. 

Fuad Pasha returned to Beyrout yesterday afternoon after a three days 
visit to Zable and the Metn. He found all quiet, and was everywhere exceed 
ingly well received. 

General de Beaufort ix yet in Beyrout ; he called to pay me a farewell visit 
two days ago, and mentioned having been delayed by the on-arrival of a frigate 
he expected from France. imagine he desires to await, if possible, the Snal 
decision of the Porto with regard to tho government of Mount Lebanon, in 
which question he has been hitherto an active partizan 

‘The “ Mogador” frigato arrived yesterday from ‘Tripoli of Syria, 
said, will convey the General in a day or two to Alexandria on hi 
France. 

T have, &e 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER, 


P.S.—As the tail is closing I have been informed that General de Benufo 
eaves to-morrow in the “Mogador.” ‘The few men attached to the Commis 
sariat who wore loft hero after the departure of the expeditionary force proceed 


to France in the mail-packet leaving to-morrow morning. 
ALP 


Tnclosure 7 in No. 1 
Colonel Fraser to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Begrowt, Jane 16, 1861 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excellency’s infurmation, the 
inclosed Retarn of the troops forming the Freach expeditionary corps which lately 


quitted these shores, 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) A. J. FRASER. 


Inclosure 8 i No. 177 
Arenoximare Rerorx of the Troops forming 


h Expeditionary Corps 
Which evacuated Syria iu June 1861. Pes so™ar? Com 
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The above return bas been draw up 
be considered nearly rect. nore wpe asthe 


Beyrout, June 15, 1861, 


‘formation, and may 


(Signed) A. J. FRASER, 


Colonel, on Special Mission in Syria 





No, 178, 


Colonel Fraser to Lord J, R 
(io, 7) inet Braver to Lara J, Rusnell—(QReceived Jene 98.) 
My Lord, 
, Beyrout, June 16, 186 
LIER Majesty's Consul at Damascus has requested my ¢nini ‘ 
tstilty of Jews, being British subjects, and Mussuliann, being Beltoh onto ee 
© contribute to the extrordinary tax and special fine al b 
population of Da fs inssibaesabatcs 
suet thOBMd Mat, for your Lordships infrmtion, th 
question, the extrvordinat 0 
auction, the Rary or property tux is to be levied on. uit th 
son Ch tin inhabitants of Damascus, whether implicated ot not tise “4 
Pre seg epee or penn Soe, whi alone conser 
ha ax penal, is intended to reach those whose complicity Sn 
Plunder is cither undoubted or strongly presumed, Ly fa Uelog destecy 
A un indemnity to the Christin af } Renn eapeets Va 
re the honour to state that I have infu d Mi 
pint have informed Mr. Rogers thet, ia’ my 
gpinion, the following principles should guide the applicuson of the no ea 
Hathorities Mish subjects are not liable to a penal tax inflicted by the Otte 
rannptities; gecondly, that property held by British subjects, if be peristion of 
he Turkish Governaent—a permission which Fuad Pas devieg (nagio8 
Pane aeunot be taxed to an amount having w penal effect by whateree 
tion of the Public Treen neaated, although in the present embarrassed condic 
tn cotattc ay ademas uch property may tot unreasooably be called yp 
of the ordinary taxes, as required from the towns o 
He Hamah, and other distant lions fs Bye o Ds be mw i 
‘are well known to have had no con ection with the recent 2 ar ie 
Again, with regard to those Je: abjecta, bu 
the good offices of Great Britain. hs 
assumed to be innocent w 
‘ought not to be subjected 
in the late events, 


hb employé, 
levied on ‘the 


of the two taxes in 


lng destined 





‘The question as to whether Mussulmans in British employ should be liable 
toccither the property or personal tax might be regulated according to. more 
ict rule. When these had been actively employed, to the knowledge of the 
in saving Christian life and property, or engaged in other duties. under 
the Consul’s immediate orders, and bearing a good character generally, they 
ought certainly to be altogether’ exempted from the fine; but where they had 
teen lax or indifferent, f think they should not be exempted merely on the 
ground of being employés, some cavasses having even joined in the massacre, 
for which they were subsequently hanged, without their Consuls being aware of 
‘ny misconduct on their part. ‘This fact will sufficiently show that due circum- 
spection is necessary, and that exemption ought not to be a matter of course. 

Such, my Lord, are the general principles which suggested themsolves to 
me as applicable in this case, and 1 shall esteem myself fortunate should they be 
considered worthy of your Lordship's approval. 

Mr Rogers further transmitted me a petition addressed to Fuad Pasha by 
the Jews of Damascus, expressive of their surprise at being subjected to the 
present fine for alleed cotplicity in deeds whieh enused them to hide and 
tremble for their lives. I had the honour to present their petition to Fuad 
Pasha, and to support it by every angument 1 could. possibly adduce, 

With regard to the ‘extraordinary, or property, tax ax applied to British 
subjects, his Excellency stated thot, if foreign subjects held fixed property in 
contravention of the laws of Turkey, which did not permit such n tenure by 
foreigners, their property mast be subject to all taxes levied upon Otton 
subjects nd that, if British Jows had token no share ia the massacres, neither 
had the widows ond minors, whore property in Damascus was, nevertheless, 
subject to the extraordinary tax assessed to aid the Government in the p 
of the Christian indemnities. 

1 replied, that widows or minors might excite or otherwise inflnence ¢ 
co-religionists around them, which Jows, destitute of intluence and 
sympathy with Mussufmans, never could be supposed to bs 

His Excellency would not yield this point, however 
holding of fixed property was illegal, that it must in thi 
feneral rule affecting the property of all the noa-Christian inhabitants of 
Damascus, and that the property tax was an extrordinary one in aid of the 
Government, and not penal; the special fine applicable only to those direetly 
concerned in the massacre or plunder, o receipt of the same, being the only one 
which hiv Excelleney intended to beat this construction 

I was obliged to reply that, however the tax might be designated, the effect 
cf it was penal ; otherwine why apply it only to the city and compromised districts 
‘of the Province of Damascus, while those districta not incwlpated were only 
required (o pay a light and temporary advance of theit ordinary taxes? 

His Exceltency at length agreed to revise the personal or special tax applied 
to the Jewish Rnyabs, which, ho added, would relieve them from further prose 
cation in connection with past events, in which he iovisted they had been 
compromised by the receipt and purchase, at low rates, of the property of 
Cheintians plundered during the massaere 

T stated that the Jews acknowledged no complicity in the events of 
Damascus, and would prefer that a minute inquiry should be instituted into their 
conuluct, thot their name tight, once for all, be cleared of such imputations, or 
in the other event abiding by the consequences of any guilt thirly established 
‘against them, rather than consent to 9 fine which conld at best be but regarded 
Ws 1 Gondonation of eritne if voluntarily mubmitted to. 

‘Although not able to come wt once to a satisfactory conclusion, 1 am not 
without hope that his Excellency will yet withdraw tho personal tax ns applied 
Ww the Jewish Rayntix. He docs not, however, appear inclined to forego the 
rroperty tax demanded of British subjects, I have, therefore recommended to 

Mir. Rogers, should the Pasha persist in the application of the property tax to the 
ands oF houses of Jewish British subjects, ar of the special penal tax tothe Jewish 
Raynbs, to draw up m statement on these subjects for reference to Her Majesty 
Ambassador at the Porte, in order that the rights and labilitien of such property 
«nay be elearly laid down, and that the anthority of the Porte may be invoked 
to shelter the Jews in genoral from an infliction, in my opinion, unt 

Thave, &e. 
(Sigued) A. J. PRASER. 
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No. 179. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell, (Received June 28.) 


ms Constantinople, June 18, 1861 
HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Sultan has 
definitively approved the appointment of Daoud Effendi as Goveroor of the 
Lebanon, with the rank and title of Mushir. His investiture will take place at 
the Porte on Saturday next, the 22nd instant. 

Daond Effendi, by birth an Armenian, and of the Roman Catholic persuas 
sas formery in the Diplomatio vervice of Turkey, and at one tine beld the 
office of Ottoman member of the European Commission for the Navigation of 
the Danube. His last appointment was that of Director-General of the ‘Tele- 
sruc Syotm, in which he bas diay no ordinary capac ty fr business, and 
a determination to overcome the difficulties which are opposed to progress of a 
kinds in this country xpi Seca 

On the whole, it would, perhaps, have been difficult to make a better 
section for this wppoiatment amongst the avablo candidates, andthe onl 
objection I have heard raised to Daoud Effendi is that he is unacquainted with 
ye ploy ut madi ix that he is unacquainted with 

Thave, &e. 
For Sir H. Bulwer, 

(Signe!) E. M. ERSKINE 
ee 
No. 180, 

Colonel Fraser to Lord J. Russell-—(Received July 5.) 
(No. 8, Sceret and Confidential.) 


My Loni, Beyrout, June 22, 1861 


T HAVE the pleasure to report that quiet continues to provail in this part 


gf Sra and that those portions of the population who, had sought shelter in 
yrout during the winter are now retuming to their villagos. At the request 
of the Protestants of Hasbeya, I have made arrangements with Pund Pasha for 
their conveyance to their homes, and the continuance, for a time, of the Govern. 
rmeot id they have hitherto received at Heyrout. : 
Fund Pasha still complains, however, of the attempts of Count Bon 
the Freneh Cons-Genorat here, convert the mont pulley oceurrane tneg 


the most paltry ocourrences into 


subjects for grave public alarm, that functionary going so fir ax to eend to the 
Pasha in the middle of the night requesting that troops should be instantly called 
out to put down a quarrel which the presence of m policemen would have 
effectually stopped. 1 should be ashamed to trouble your Lordship with details 
ofthis clas atid character, did I not felt neeesury, with view to uny further 
contingencies which may ative 10 record faithfully; not less events thee 
than the conduct which might ifiuence or colour them, “<™ ‘hemeelves 
Pasha having requexted an opinion ws tothe course to bem 
to such vexatious proceedings, I have recommended hit to remenstrate 
Privately with Count Beativogio, and to addreasu Cirouat tothe orton nace 
in general, calling on them to cooperate loyally with him in preserving the 
teaagullity and furthering the prosperity of the country, a work for which his 
Brcellency was now solely responsible, and with their cordial support flly equal 
oat — end that be should par rly request them to iewue stringent 
ostructions in the same wense to thei subordinates throughout the country 
as cannot convey to your Lordship a better iden of the present 
condition of this part of Syria than by inclosing an extenet fto1n a letter | 
recived yesterday. ‘Tho writer bias spent some seventeen yours in Syria and 
he greater part of tbat time ia Lebanon, the inhabitants of which he ix 
thoroughly acquainted with, speaking as he docs their language. Doing a man 
of ability and sound judgment, and totally disconnected with either English 
a s his opinion may be considered as impartial as i ix 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) A, J. FRASER. 











Tnclosnre in No. 180. 
ev. J, Calhoun to Colonel Fraser 


Extract.) Abeih, June 17, 1861 
THAD intended t ne, but on the whole 1 do not 
rot the delay, ns it ena ix on the present aspect of 
af 
The quiet we are now ep parently returning sense o! 


security to the fi are the b lence that can be afforded of the wisdom 


if the policy that dictated the withdrawal of the Preach forces from Syria. 

Practically during the occupation it waa felt that there were two Goverr 
mnt in the land, ond the consequences were daily seen. ‘Thoughtful men even 
among the Christian sects became convinced that the peace of ‘the’ c 
would be promoted by the recall of the foreign army 

Their depurtare produced very little exeitement in this part of th 
Mountain, aud just now 1 feel quite sure the minds of the people are more at 
case than they have been for two years past 

The ‘Turkish Gavorament hat every ioducement to put forth vigorous 
efforts to maintain order, ‘The prompt punishment of the t ers has had 

al effect on the whole community 
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